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Staci’s Corner 
Hello Crook County producers!  

On Monday, April 4, 2022 FSA released payments under the Emergency Livestock Relief 
Program (ELRP), see article below.  The Crook County staff released $3.4 million to 
producers in our county, so check your bank accounts if you participated in the 2021 
Livestock Forage Program (LFP). 

Grassland CRP signups started April 4th and will continue until May 13th.  Please call 
and schedule an appointment to discuss how this program could potentially help you. 

2022 Spring Crop Acreage Reporting has begun as well.  Please call and schedule your appointment to complete 
these.  These acreage reports are a major item in keeping you eligible to participate in programs.  The deadline to 
report your acres is July 15, 2022.  See article below.  Important reminder to producers who participated in 
CFAP but did not file an acreage report, you will want to do so by July 15, 2022 to avoid late fees for any drought 
programs we may have in 2022. 

Please keep in mind that FSA as a whole has been under immense workload for several years – from limited office 
access, to pandemic assistance, to disaster programs, to everyday workload. Our office makes every effort to 
notify producers of programs and approaching deadlines via paper newsletters, electronic bulletins, and postcard 
reminders and information is always available via the USDA Farm Service Agency page. We ask that producers 
take care to follow up when reminders are sent to them, and to take note of upcoming deadlines when they are 
publicized so that deadlines aren’t missed. Please also remember that it’s the producer’s responsibility to notify the 
office of any changes to your operation – such as buying or selling land, acquiring or losing a lease, changes in 
how you operate, etc. 

As we enter the spring season, we hope everyone has a successful calving and lambing season.  We are also 
hopeful that we have some moisture headed our way going into the 2022 growing season! 

If you have any questions about programs, or anything really, please contact our office.  We are in the office 
Monday through Friday and available from 8am to 4:30pm. 

Very sincerely, 

Staci L. Green-Steiner, CED 
 

USDA to Provide Payments to Livestock Producers Impacted 
by Drought or Wildfire  
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New Emergency Livestock Relief benefits to be delivered through two-phased approach; 
compensation for 2021 forage losses  

WASHINGTON, March 31, 2022 – The U.S Department of Agriculture (USDA) today 
announced that ranchers who have approved applications through the 2021 Livestock 
Forage Disaster Program (LFP) for forage losses due to severe drought or wildfire in 
2021 will soon begin receiving emergency relief payments for increases in supplemental 
feed costs in 2021 through the Farm Service Agency’s (FSA) new Emergency Livestock 
Relief Program (ELRP). 

“Producers of grazing livestock experienced catastrophic losses of available forage as well as higher costs for 
supplemental feed in 2021. Unfortunately, the conditions driving these losses have not improved for many and 
have even worsened for some, as drought spreads across the U.S.,” said Agriculture Secretary Tom Vilsack.  “In 
order to deliver much-needed assistance as efficiently as possible, phase one of the ELRP will use certain data 
from the Livestock Forage Disaster Program (LFP), allowing USDA to distribute payments within days to livestock 
producers.”  

Background  

On September 30, 2021, President Biden signed into law the Extending Government Funding and Delivering 
Emergency Assistance Act (P.L. 117-43). This Act includes $10 billion in assistance to agricultural producers 
impacted by wildfires, droughts, hurricanes, winter storms and other eligible disasters experienced during calendar 
years 2020 and 2021. Additionally, the Act specifically targets $750 million to provide assistance to livestock 
producers for losses incurred due to drought or wildfires in calendar year 2021. ELRP is part of FSA’s 
implementation of the Act.  

 For impacted ranchers, USDA will leverage LFP data to deliver immediate relief for increases in supplemental 
feed costs in 2021. LFP is an important tool that provides up to 60% of the estimated replacement feed cost when 
an eligible drought adversely impacts grazing lands or 50% of the monthly feed cost for the number of days the 
producer is prohibited from grazing the managed rangeland because of a qualifying wildfire.  

 FSA received more than 100,000 applications totaling nearly $670 million in payments to livestock producers 
under LFP for the 2021 program year.  

 Congress recognized requests for assistance beyond this existing program and provided specific funding for 
disaster-impacted livestock producers in 2021.   

ELRP Eligibility – Phase One  

To be eligible for an ELRP payment under phase one of program delivery, livestock producers must have suffered 
grazing losses in a county rated by the U.S. Drought Monitor as having a D2 (severe drought) for eight 
consecutive weeks or a D3 (extreme drought) or higher level of drought intensity during the 2021 calendar year 
and have applied and been approved for 2021 LFP. Additionally, producers whose permitted grazing on federally 
managed lands was disallowed due to wildfire are also eligible for ELRP payments, if they applied and were 
approved for 2021 LFP. 

As part of FSA’s efforts to streamline and simplify the delivery of ELRP phase one benefits, producers are not 
required to submit an application for payment; however, they must have the following forms on file with FSA within 
a subsequently announced deadline as determined by the Deputy Administrator for Farm Programs:  

• CCC-853, Livestock Forage Disaster Program Application  
• Form AD-2047, Customer Data Worksheet.  
• Form CCC-902, Farm Operating Plan for an individual or legal entity.   
• Form CCC-901, Member Information for Legal Entities (if applicable).   
• Form FSA-510, Request for an Exception to the $125,000 Payment Limitation for Certain Programs (if 

applicable).   
• Form CCC-860, Socially Disadvantaged, Limited Resource, Beginning and Veteran Farmer or Rancher 

Certification, if applicable, for the 2021 program year.   
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• A highly erodible land conservation (sometimes referred to as HELC) and wetland conservation 
certification (Form AD-1026 Highly Erodible Land Conservation (HELC) and Wetland Conservation (WC) 
Certification) for the ELRP producer and applicable affiliates.  

  ELRP Payment Calculation – Phase One  

 To further expedite payments to eligible livestock producers, determine eligibility, and calculate an ELRP phase 
one payment, FSA will utilize livestock inventories and drought-affected forage acreage or restricted animal units 
and grazing days due to wildfire already reported by the producer when they submitted a 2021 CCC-853, 
Livestock Forage Disaster Program Application form.   

  Phase one ELRP payments will be equal to the eligible livestock producer’s gross 2021 LFP calculated payment 
multiplied by a payment percentage, to reach a reasonable approximation of increased supplemental feed costs 
for eligible livestock producers in 2021.   

  The ELRP payment percentage will be 90% for historically underserved producers, including beginning, limited 
resource, and veteran farmers and ranchers, and 75% for all other producers.  These payments will be subject to a 
payment limitation. 

  To qualify for the higher payment percentage, eligible producers must have a CCC-860, Socially Disadvantaged, 
Limited Resource, Beginning and Veteran Farmer or Rancher Certification, form on file with FSA for the 2021 
program year.  

  Payments to eligible producers through phase one of ELRP are estimated to total more than $577 million.  

 ELRP - Phase Two   

  Today’s announcement is only Phase One of relief for livestock producers.  FSA continues to evaluate and 
identify impacts of 2021 drought and wildfire on livestock producers to ensure equitable and inclusive distribution 
of much-needed emergency relief program benefits.    

  Emergency Relief Program (ERP) Assistance for Crop Producers  

FSA is developing a two-phased process to provide assistance to diversified, row crop and specialty crop 
operations that were impacted by an eligible natural disaster event in calendar years 2020 or 2021. 

  This program will provide assistance to crop producers and will follow a two-phased process similar to that of the 
livestock assistance with implementation of the first phase in the coming weeks. Phase one of the crop assistance 
program delivery will leverage existing Federal Crop Insurance or Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program 
data as the basis for calculating initial payments.  

Making the initial payments using existing safety net and risk management data will both speed implementation 
and further encourage participation in these permanent programs, including the Pasture, Rangeland, Forage 
Rainfall Index Crop Insurance Program, as Congress intended.  

 The second phase of the crop program will be intended to fill additional assistance gaps and cover eligible 
producers who did not participate in existing risk management programs.    

 Through proactive communication and outreach, USDA will keep producers and stakeholders informed as ERP 
implementation details are made available.    

  Additional Livestock Drought Assistance  

Due to the persistent drought conditions in the Great Plains and West, FSA will be offering additional relief through 
the Emergency Assistance for Livestock, Honeybees and Farm-raised Fish Program (ELAP) to help ranchers 
cover above normal costs of hauling livestock to forage.  This policy enhancement complements previously 
announced ELAP compensation for hauling feed to livestock.  Soon after FSA announced the assistance for 
hauling feed to livestock, stakeholders were quick to point out that producers also were hauling the livestock to the 
feed source as well and encouraged this additional flexibility.    

It is important to note that, unlike ELRP emergency relief benefits which are only applicable for eligible losses 
incurred in the 2021 calendar year, this ELAP livestock and feed hauling compensation will not only be retroactive 
for 2021 but will also be available for losses in 2022 and subsequent years.   

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Frma.usda.gov%2F%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=04%7C01%7C%7C42136b28ac264d0c573c08da17e9fb5b%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637848591213524169%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=0ZbiWnSJvulmEfee1hpSQ3Rn5ChVdZghayOZ7RFkUxg%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2Fprograms-and-services%2Fdisaster-assistance-program%2Fnoninsured-crop-disaster-assistance%2Findex%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=04%7C01%7C%7C42136b28ac264d0c573c08da17e9fb5b%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637848591213524169%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=wDIt4nd1Q%2Fif2X4vJpmbBdsbaqItyLZS15yV5Y2Chhk%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2FAssets%2FUSDA-FSA-Public%2Fusdafiles%2FFactSheets%2Felap-livestock-fact-sheet.pdf%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=04%7C01%7C%7C42136b28ac264d0c573c08da17e9fb5b%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637848591213524169%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=QhhUS1OdrjV%2BqovucYKsluJ%2B3ORrovUHkec6McmlnTg%3D&reserved=0


To calculate ELAP program benefits, an online tool is currently available to help producers document and estimate 
payments to cover feed transportation cost increases caused by drought and will soon be updated to assist 
producers with calculations associated with drought related costs incurred for hauling livestock to forage  

More Information   

Additional USDA disaster assistance information can be found on farmers.gov, including USDA resources 
specifically for producer impacted by drought and wildfire and the Disaster Assistance Discovery Tool, Disaster-at-
a-Glance fact sheet, and Farm Loan Discovery Tool. For FSA and Natural Resources Conservation Service 
programs, producers should contact their local USDA Service Center. For assistance with a crop insurance claim, 
producers and landowners should contact their crop insurance agent.   

USDA touches the lives of all Americans each day in so many positive ways. Under the Biden-Harris 
Administration, USDA is transforming America’s food system with a greater focus on more resilient local and 
regional food production, fairer markets for all producers, ensuring access to safe, healthy and nutritious food in all 
communities, building new markets and streams of income for farmers and producers using climate smart food 
and forestry practices, making historic investments in infrastructure and clean energy capabilities in rural America, 
and committing to equity across the Department by removing systemic barriers and building a workforce more 
representative of America. To learn more, visit usda.gov.   

 
New Technology Helps Ranchers Maximize Grass Production 
One out of every three acres in the U.S. is rangeland. Two-thirds of these are privately 
owned, mainly by ranchers who graze their livestock in the open country of the American 
West. Our rangelands produce premium beef, wool, and dairy. But it’s the plants that feed 
these livestock that are the foundation for profitable agriculture in the West. But ranchers 
haven’t had a good way to measure how their grass is faring — until now. 

The Rangeland Analysis Platform (RAP), developed in partnership with the USDA Natural 
Resources Conservation Service, Bureau of Land Management, and the University of Montana, allows producers 
to track changes in the amount and types of plants growing on their property. 

RAP is a free online resource that provides data on vegetation trends across the West from the mid-1980s to the 
present; and it calculates how productive those plants are. A combination of long-term datasets shows landowners 
how their lands have changed over time, which translates directly into their operation’s profitability. 

Farmers in the central and eastern U.S. have been using technology to track changes in crop production for 
decades. As soon as they see that their plant productivity is declining — and revenues following suit — they can 
take steps to address the limitations and boost productivity again. 

RAP provides the same power to ranchers. RAP can show ranchers the gap between their potential production 
and the actual production they realize in terms of pounds-per-acre of grass. It helps landowners understand how 
much they can potentially gain by changing management practices to boost available forage and close the gap. 

Landowners can see how their plant production has changed in a single month or over the span of several years. 
The technology can be used to visualize plant productivity in an area as small as a baseball diamond or as large 
as several states. New technology like RAP helps us “help the land” in order to sustain wildlife, provide food and 
fiber, and support agricultural families long into the future. 

 
Applying for FSA Direct Loans 

  

FSA offers direct farm ownership and direct farm operating loans to producers who want to 
establish, maintain, or strengthen their farm or ranch. Direct loans are processed, approved 
and serviced by FSA loan officers. 

Direct farm operating loans can be used to purchase livestock and feed, farm equipment, 
fuel, farm chemicals, insurance, and other costs including family living expenses. Operating 
loans can also be used to finance minor improvements or repairs to buildings and to 

refinance some farm-related debts, excluding real estate. 
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Direct farm ownership loans can be used to purchase farmland, enlarge an existing farm, construct and repair 
buildings, and to make farm improvements. 

The maximum loan amount for direct farm ownership loans is $600,000 and the maximum loan amount for direct 
operating loans is $400,000 and a down payment is not required. Repayment terms vary depending on the type of 
loan, collateral and the producer's ability to repay the loan. Operating loans are normally repaid within seven years 
and farm ownership loans are not to exceed 40 years. 

Please contact your FSA loan office for more information or to apply for a direct farm ownership or operating 
loan.  For Crook County producers, contact Rob Weppner or Eilish Hanson in Gillette (307) 682-8843 ext. 2 

Click to edit this placeholder text. 
 

USDA Reminds Producers to File Crop Acreage Reports 
Agricultural producers who have not yet completed their crop acreage reports after spring 
planting should make an appointment with the Crook County Farm Service Agency (FSA) 
before the applicable deadline. 

An acreage report documents a crop grown on a farm or ranch and its intended uses. 
Filing an accurate and timely acreage report for all crops and land uses, including failed 
acreage and prevented planted acreage, can prevent the loss of benefits. 

How to File a Report 

Contact the Crook County FSA office to set up an in-person or phone appointment. 

To file a crop acreage report, you will need to provide: 

• Crop and crop type or variety. 
• Intended use of the crop. 
• Number of acres of the crop. 
• Map with approximate boundaries for the crop. 
• Planting date(s). 
• Planting pattern, when applicable. 
• Producer shares. 
• Irrigation practice(s). 
• Acreage prevented from planting, when applicable. 
• Other information as required. 

Acreage Reporting Details 

The following exceptions apply to acreage reporting dates: 

• If the crop has not been planted by the acreage reporting date, then the acreage must be reported no later 
than 15 calendar days after planting is completed. 

• If a producer acquires additional acreage after the acreage reporting date, then the acreage must be 
reported no later than 30 calendar days after purchase or acquiring the lease. Appropriate documentation 
must be provided to the county office. 

Producers should also report crop acreage they intended to plant, but due to natural disaster, were unable to plant. 
Prevented planting acreage must be reported on form CCC-576, Notice of Loss, no later than 15 calendar days 
after the final planting date as established by FSA and USDA’s Risk Management Agency. 

https://www.farmers.gov/crop-acreage-reports?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery


Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) policy holders should note that the acreage reporting date 
for NAP-covered crops is the earlier of the dates listed above or 15 calendar days before grazing or harvesting of 
the crop begins. 

More Information 

For questions, please contact the Crook County FSA office at (307) 283-2870 ext. 2. 
 

 

 

  
Crook County USDA Service Center 

PO BOX 1070 
117 S. 21st. St. 

Sundance, WY  82729 

Phone: 307-283-2870 
Fax: 855-415-3442 

 FARM SERVICE AGENCY 
Staci L. Green-Steiner 
FSA County Executive Director 
staci.steiner@usda.gov 

 NRCS 
Keela Deaton 
NRCS District Conservationist 
keela.deaton@usda.gov 

FSA PROGRAM TECHNICIANS 
Pam Schurman 
pamela.schurman@usda.gov 
 
Tiffany Volkman 
tiffany.volkman@usda.gov  

Jason Nehl 
NRCS Natural Resource Specialist 
jason.nehl@usda.gov 
 
Sherry Burr 
NRCS Soil Con Tech 
sherry.burr@usda.gov 

 

Crook County Conservation Natural Resource 
District 
 
Sarah Anderson 
anderson.ccnrd@gmail.com 
 
Bridget Helms 
crookcountynrd@gmail.com 
 
Jessica Halverson 
halverson.ccnrd@gmail.com  
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