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Staci’s Corner 
Weather Watch – it feels like all we do is watch the weather.  If you have a weather event 
in your area and have crop loss, grazing loss, livestock loss, PLEASE notify the 
office.  We can’t help you if we don’t know or hear from you.  Typically, our programs 
have a 30-day notification policy, from the date of the event.  NAP losses are a 15-day 
notification to the office for losses. 

Emergency Relief Program (ERP) applications were automatically mailed out from our 
national office to producers that had crop insurance indemnities on eligible crops in 2020 and/or 2021.  They were 
in separate envelopes per year, and the paper was a little different feeling.  The deadline of Friday, July 22, 2022, 
is quickly approaching.  Please contact the office to visit about this program and your eligibility.  See the article 
below. 

Friday, July 15th is the DEADLINE for the 2022 Spring Crop Acreage Reporting.  If you miss this deadline, you 
run the risk of paying late filing fees and possibly not being eligible for other programs.  FSA uses the FSA-578 
Producer Print, which is your report of all the acres you own and/or lease, to maintain your eligibility for FSA and 
NRCS programs alike. 

LAA 1 (North section of Crook County) is open for election this year for the County Committee.  If you are 
interested, please stop by the office to pick up the required forms for nomination. 

DEADLINES & OFFICE CLOSURES 
July 15th – Spring Crop Acreage Reporting Due 
August 1st – LAA 1 COC nominations Due 
September 5th – Labor Day - CLOSED 

If you have any questions about programs, or anything really, please contact our office.  We are in the office 
Monday through Friday and available from 8am to 4:30pm. 

 
USDA Has Issued More Than $4 Billion in Emergency Relief 
Program Payments to Date  
Agriculture Secretary Tom Vilsack announced that to date, agricultural producers have 
already received more than $4 billion through the Emergency Relief Program (ERP), 
representing approximately 67% of the more than $6 billion projected to be paid 
through this first phase of the program. The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) 
mailed out pre-filled applications in late May to producers with crop insurance who 
suffered losses due to natural disasters in 2020 and 2021. Commodity and specialty 
crop producers have until July 22 to complete applications.    

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ffsa.usda.gov%2F%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=05%7C01%7C%7C849f628b816c40c9e2c108da5f63548e%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637927177593109220%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=dxMiJt9XKm%2BtCs4K8zDBZcX91%2BHAjZdmqHblaz0WIF8%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.nrcs.usda.gov%2Fwps%2Fportal%2Fnrcs%2Fsite%2Fnational%2Fhome%2F%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=05%7C01%7C%7C849f628b816c40c9e2c108da5f63548e%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637927177593109220%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=hJRh9WkxUcOnL788vK0IzKIfTuhfhNcXblxDKzksyFo%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Frma.usda.gov%2F%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=05%7C01%7C%7C849f628b816c40c9e2c108da5f63548e%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637927177593109220%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Tmev8ufgfBX0TRS%2FZW84byoG5r1Cm3o%2BygGonJvluOA%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2Fprograms-and-services%2Femergency-relief%2Findex%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=05%7C01%7C%7C849f628b816c40c9e2c108da5f63548e%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637927177593265433%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=BlV97atV38Y08%2BSaBSXyLh9uVQDVfMU4OIJ1hpaCwFI%3D&reserved=0


USDA is implementing ERP and ELRP in two phases, with the first phase utilizing existing claim data to provide 
relief expediently, and the second phase focusing on ensuring producers not covered by other programs receive 
assistance. For phase one, USDA used crop insurance and Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) 
claim data.   

Both ERP and the previously announced Emergency Livestock Relief Program (ELRP) are funded by the 
Extending Government Funding and Delivering Emergency Assistance Act, which President Biden signed into law 
in 2021. The law provided $10 billion to help agricultural producers impacted by wildfires, droughts, hurricanes, 
winter storms and other eligible disasters experienced during calendar years 2020 and 2021, of which $750 million 
is committed to livestock producers who experienced losses to drought or wildfire in calendar year 2021. Eligible 
livestock producers received ELRP payments totaling more than $590 million since the program was rolled out in 
late March.   

Pre-Filled Applications  

Eligible producers with eligible crop insurance claims have received pre-filled applications, which included eligibility 
requirements and payment calculations. Producers received a separate application form for each program year in 
which they experienced an eligible loss.  

Producers should check with the Farm Service Agency (FSA) at their local USDA Service Center to confirm 
eligibility and to ensure that all required farm program participation, adjusted gross income and conservation 
compliance forms are on file. Producers who have previously participated in FSA programs likely have these 
required forms already on file.  

ERP provisions allow for a higher payment percentage for historically underserved producers, including beginning, 
limited resource, socially disadvantaged and military veteran producers. To qualify for the higher payment rate, 
individuals must have a Form CCC-860, Socially Disadvantaged, Limited Resource, Beginning and Veteran Farmer 
or Rancher Certification on file.  

To receive a payment, producers must complete and submit their forms by the July 22 deadline. Once the 
completed ERP application for payment is submitted to and signed by the FSA, producers enrolled in direct deposit 
should look for their payment within three business days.  

Additional Assistance through Phase One  

FSA will be sending pre-filled applications for about 9,000 eligible producers with NAP coverage in mid-July.  

The Federal crop insurance data used to populate ERP phase one pre-filled applications included claim data on file 
with USDA’s Risk Management Agency (RMA) as of May 2, 2022. At that time, claim data for the Supplemental 
Coverage Option (SCO), Enhanced Coverage Option (ECO), Stacked Income Protection Plan (STAX), Margin 
Protection Plan (MP) or Area Risk Protection Insurance (ARPI) were not complete, so crop/units including these 
coverage options were not included in the pre-filled ERP application form. In late summer 2022, updated claim 
information will be used to generate a second pre-filled application for those crop/units with eligible losses on file 
with RMA not included in the first mailing.  

More Information     

ERP covers losses to crops, trees, bushes and vines due to a qualifying natural disaster event in calendar years 
2020 and 2021.  Eligible crops include all crops for which crop insurance or NAP coverage was available, except 
for crops intended for grazing. Qualifying natural disaster events include wildfires, hurricanes, floods, derechos, 
excessive heat, winter storms, freeze (including a polar vortex), smoke exposure, excessive moisture, qualifying 
drought and related conditions.    

All producers who receive ERP phase one payments are statutorily required to purchase crop insurance or NAP 
coverage where crop insurance is not available for the next two available crop years.  

Producers should contact their local Service Center if they have questions. Additionally, other resources include:  

• ERP fact sheet 
• ERP Webpage 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2Fprograms-and-services%2Fdisaster-assistance-program%2Fnoninsured-crop-disaster-assistance%2Findex%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=05%7C01%7C%7C849f628b816c40c9e2c108da5f63548e%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637927177593265433%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=2oV2AksDCdlRwHX3UkkjVIyhvHSQisLuBuLFiotdMMM%3D&reserved=0
https://www.farmers.gov/working-with-us/service-center-locator?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.farmers.gov/working-with-us/service-center-locator?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2FAssets%2FUSDA-FSA-Public%2Fusdafiles%2FFactSheets%2F2022%2Ffsa_erp_factsheet_2022_051222_final_v2.pdf%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=05%7C01%7C%7C849f628b816c40c9e2c108da5f63548e%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637927177593265433%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=%2FZMI8ulFCgFoLB6n6nKbvyIiFIfOPxanpHLGLX0hnLI%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2Fprograms-and-services%2Femergency-relief%2Findex%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=05%7C01%7C%7C849f628b816c40c9e2c108da5f63548e%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637927177593265433%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=BlV97atV38Y08%2BSaBSXyLh9uVQDVfMU4OIJ1hpaCwFI%3D&reserved=0


• “Top 6 Emergency Relief Program Checklist” blog on farmers.gov 
• May 16, 2022, news release 

  The second phase of both ERP and ELRP will be aimed at filling gaps and providing assistance to producers who 
did not participate in or receive payments through the existing programs that are being leveraged for phase one 
implementation. Through proactive communication and outreach, USDA will keep producers and stakeholders 
informed as program details are made available. 

 
Conservation Practice Adoption and Motivations Survey 
Underway 
The Conservation Practice Adoption Motivations Survey is now underway. This survey is a joint 
project between USDA’s National Agricultural Statistics Service (NASS) and Natural Resources 
Conservation Service (NRCS) aimed at assessing the adoption rates of different conservation 
practices. Survey data will be used to guide the implementation of NRCS programs in the future. 
The data collection period runs from May 30 to August 19. 

There are four different conservation categories which are surveyed: crop practices, grazing practices, confined 
livestock practices, and forestry practices. Each category will have a questionnaire that has been designed to 
gather information specific to the practices involved in each category. 

NASS is sending questionnaires for crop practices and confined livestock practices in 2022. Questionnaires for 
grazing practices and forestry practices will be sent in 2024. 

If you received a survey, please respond securely online at agcounts.usda.gov, using the 12-digit survey code 
mailed with the survey. Producers responding online will now use NASS’s new Respondent Portal. On the portal, 
producers can complete their surveys, access data visualizations and reports of interest, link to other USDA 
agencies, get a local weather update and more. Completed questionnaires may also be mailed back in the prepaid 
envelope provided. 

Results from both versions of the survey will be available Sept. 15, 2022, at nass.usda.gov and in NASS’s Quick 
Stats database at quickstats.nass.usda.gov. 

Learn more. 
 

Maintaining ARC/PLC Acreage  

 

 

If you’re enrolled in the Agriculture Risk Coverage (ARC) or Price Loss Coverage (PLC) 
programs, you must protect all cropland and noncropland acres on the farm from wind and 
water erosion and noxious weeds. By signing ARC county or individual contracts and PLC 
contracts, you agree to effectively control noxious weeds on the farm according to sound 
agricultural practices. If you fail to take necessary actions to correct a maintenance 
problem on your farm that is enrolled in ARC or PLC, the County Committee may elect to 
terminate your contract for the program year.  

 
Foreign Buyers Notification 
The Agricultural Foreign Investment Disclosure Act (AFIDA) requires all foreign owners of U.S. agricultural land to 
report their holdings to the Secretary of Agriculture. Foreign persons who have purchased or sold agricultural land 
in the county are required to report the transaction to FSA within 90 days of the closing. Failure to submit 
the AFIDA form could result in civil penalties of up to 25 percent of the fair market value of the property. County 
government offices, realtors, attorneys and others involved in real estate transactions are reminded to notify foreign 
investors of these reporting requirements. The data gained from these disclosures is used in the preparation of 
periodic reports to the President and Congress concerning the effect of such holdings upon family farms and rural 
communities. Click here for more information on AFIDA. 

 

https://www.farmers.gov/blog/top-6-emergency-relief-program-checklist-items-eligible-farmers?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2Fnews-room%2Fnews-releases%2F2022%2Fusda-to-provide-approximately-6-billion-to-commodity-and-specialty-crop-producers-impacted-by-2020-and-2021-natural-disasters%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=05%7C01%7C%7C849f628b816c40c9e2c108da5f63548e%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637927177593265433%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=RupKGTCOEVlFlmc9Yt2D66itPJxxnnu1BHF8Q6jSBVo%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.nass.usda.gov%2FSurveys%2FGuide_to_NASS_Surveys%2FCPAM%2Findex.php%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=05%7C01%7C%7C849f628b816c40c9e2c108da5f63548e%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637927177593265433%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=4sxZl7x1VNSPocVNUA%2F%2BBEEduNPQwM4ngHBFl07PN8g%3D&reserved=0
https://forms.sc.egov.usda.gov/efcommon/eFileServices/eFormsAdmin/FSA0153_010524V02.pdf?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2Fprograms-and-services%2Feconomic-and-policy-analysis%2Fafida%2Findex%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=05%7C01%7C%7C849f628b816c40c9e2c108da5f63548e%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637927177593265433%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=KtkMhW1U7bHzdwTmseKfi%2FLs9MY9GltnLkHUwPaqhlE%3D&reserved=0


Applying for Beginning Farmer Loans 
The Farm Service Agency (FSA) assists beginning farmers to finance agricultural 
enterprises. Under these designated farm loan programs, FSA can provide financing to 
eligible applicants through either direct or guaranteed loans for operating loan or farm 
ownership loan purposes. 

FSA defines a beginning farmer as a person who: 

• Has operated a farm for not more than 10 years 
• Will materially and substantially participate in the operation of the farm 
• Agrees to participate in a loan assessment, borrower training and financial management program 

sponsored by FSA 
• Does not own a farm in excess of 30 percent of the county’s average size farm. 

For more information, contact the Campbell County USDA Service Center at 307-682-8843 x2 or visit 
www.fsa.usda.gov or www.farmers.gov/fund. 
 

 

 

  
CROOK COUNTY 

USDA Service Center 
PO BOX 1070 

117 S. 21st STREET 
SUNDANCE, WY 82729 

Phone: 307-283-2870 
Fax: 855-415-3442 

  

FARM SERVICE AGENCY 
COUNTY EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 
Staci L. Green-Steiner 
staci.steiner@usda.gov 

 
NRCS 
DISTRICT CONSERVATIONIST 
Keela Deaton 
keela.deaton@usda.gov 
  

PROGRAM TECHNICIANS 

Pamela Schurman 
pamela.schurman@usda.gov 
 
Tiffany Volkman 
tiffany.volkman@usda.gov 
 
Bailey Middleton 
bailey.middleton@usda.gov 

SOIL CONSERVATIONISTS 

Jason Nehl 
jason.nehl@usda.gov 
 
Sherry Burr 
sherry.burr@usda.gov 
 
  

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2F%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=05%7C01%7C%7C849f628b816c40c9e2c108da5f63548e%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637927177593265433%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=cmhTfdYGQ%2FoD%2FuAqgX3YOGMokkDRUUHPNrWYT%2Bix3IU%3D&reserved=0
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COUNTY OFFICE COMMITTEE (COC) 
 
Jeanne Habeck, Chairman 
Alan Ista, Vice Chairman 
Matt Wood, Member 

Crook County Natural Resource Dist. 
 
Sarah Anderson 
anderson.ccnrd@gmail.com 
 
Bridget Helms 
crookcountynrd@gmail.com 
 
Jessica Halverson 
halverson.ccnrd@gmail.com   
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