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Staci’s Corner 
October – Fall Colors – Cooler Temperatures – Shipping Calves – Planting Winter 
Wheat – Putting Equipment in the barn for the winter months – Holidays with Family & 
Friends 

WHEW! Ranchers and Farmers feed the world, and we THANK YOU!!! 

2023 Fall Crop Acreage Reporting has started.  If you are planting any fall seeded 
crops, please make an appointment to report this data, so we can keep you current for any programs.  The 
deadline to report this is Tuesday, November 15th.  Call to schedule as soon as possible.  We use these 
crop reports to administer FSA programs, please help us help you by keeping these current and accurate. 

If you have production from the 2022 season for your NAP coverage, please make an appointment with 
Tiffany to come to the office to turn this in and keep your NAP APH’s updated and accurate for your 
operation. 

2023 NAP Coverage has a deadline of Thursday, December 1, 2022.  Please stop by the office to review 
that we have your crop and/or grazing coverage accurate and make your payment. 

IMPORTANT DATES 

October 10TH – Columbus Day – Office CLOSED 

November 11th – Veteran’s Day – Office CLOSED 

November 15th – FALL 2023 Crop Acreage Reporting Deadline 

November 24th – Thanksgiving Day – Office CLOSED 

December 1st – NAP 2023 Deadline  

The FSA staff in Sundance will be helping in the Newcastle office for the next few months.  If you have any 
questions, please contact Staci Green-Steiner, CED at either the Sundance or the Newcastle office, at 307-
283-2870 (Sundance) or 307-746-2701 (Newcastle). 

We are in the process of hiring Program Technicians in both offices.  We hope to have them on-board very 
soon.  In the meantime, stop in and say HI, introduce yourselves.  We look forward to working with you and 
we thank you for your patience as we navigate the two offices. 

 
Top 6 Emergency Relief Program Checklist Items for 
Eligible Farmers 
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FSA recently began mailing 5,200 pre-filled applications to commodity and specialty 
crop producers who obtained Noninsured Crop Insurance Disaster Assistance 
Program (NAP) coverage for the Emergency Relief Program (ERP), a new program 
designed to help agricultural producers impacted by wildfires, droughts, hurricanes, 
winter storms, and other qualifying natural disasters experienced during calendar 
years 2020 and 2021. This mailing is in addition to the 303,000 pre-filled applications mailed out in May to 
producers who had crop insurance coverage for losses in 2021 and 2021. 

The past few years have been tough to say the least. As producers have dealt with the continued impacts of 
the COVID-19 pandemic, they have also struggled to recover from more frequent, more intense natural 
disasters. I am grateful that Congress passed, and President Biden signed into law the Extending 
Government Funding and Delivering Emergency Assistance Act (P.L. 117-43), which includes $10 billion in 
critical emergency relief. 

After extensive stakeholder outreach, including with producers and groups that have not always been 
included in USDA programs, our team began work developing a responsive, easier-to-access program that 
could be rolled out in phases. We’re now rolling out the first phase of ERP, which uses existing Federal Crop 
Insurance or Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) data as the basis for calculating initial 
payments. 

By leveraging existing data, we have been able to already deliver $6 billion in assistance on a faster timeline; 
at the same time, my team and I are committed to ensuring that producers who do not have existing data on 
file with USDA are captured in the second phase of ERP, which will be explicitly focused on filling gaps in 
previously implemented emergency assistance. 

To apply for ERP Phase 1, here’s what you need to do: 

Check Your Mailbox 

The form being mailed to you includes eligibility requirements, outlines the application process, and provides 
estimated ERP payment calculations. Producers will receive a separate application form for each program 
year in which an eligible loss occurred. Receipt of a pre-filled application is not confirmation that a producer is 
eligible to receive an ERP phase one payment. This application takes about 0.176 hours (that’s less than 15 
minutes) for producers to complete, compared to the former Wildfire and Hurricane Indemnity Program – Plus 
application which took several hours for producers to complete and even longer for FSA staff.  

 Check Your Eligibility 

ERP covers losses to crops, trees, bushes, and vines due to a qualifying natural disaster event in calendar 
years 2020 and 2021. Eligible crops include all crops for which crop insurance or NAP coverage was 
available, except for crops intended for grazing. Qualifying natural disaster events include wildfires, 
hurricanes, floods, derechos, excessive heat, winter storms, freeze (including a polar vortex), smoke 
exposure, excessive moisture, qualifying drought*, and related conditions. 

*Lists of 2020 and 2021 drought counties eligible for ERP are available online. 

 Check Required Forms on File with FSA 

Producers must have the following forms on file with FSA: 

• Form AD-2047, Customer Data Worksheet.  
• Form CCC-902, Farm Operating Plan for an individual or legal entity. 
• Form CCC-901, Member Information for Legal Entities (if applicable). 
• Form FSA-510, Request for an Exception to the $125,000 Payment Limitation for Certain Programs (if 

applicable). 
• A highly erodible land conservation (sometimes referred to as HELC) and wetland conservation 

certification (Form AD-1026 Highly Erodible Land Conservation (HELC) and Wetland Conservation 
(WC) Certification) for the ERP producer and applicable affiliates. 
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 If you have previously participated in FSA programs, you will likely have these required forms on file. 
However, if you’re uncertain or want to confirm the status of your forms, contact your local FSA county office. 

 Check Historically Underserved Status with FSA, If Applicable 

The ERP payment percentage for historically underserved producers, including beginning, limited resource, 
socially disadvantaged, and veteran farmers, and ranchers will be increased by 15% of the calculated ERP 
payment. 

To qualify for the higher payment percentage, eligible producers must have the following form on file with 
FSA: 

• Form CCC-860, Socially Disadvantaged, Limited Resource, Beginning and Veteran Farmer or 
Rancher Certification. 

 Check Your Future Insurance Coverage 

All producers who receive ERP phase one payments are statutorily required to purchase crop insurance, or 
NAP coverage where crop insurance is not available, for the next two available crop years, as determined by 
the Secretary. 

Coverage requirements will be determined from the date a producer receives an ERP payment and may vary 
depending on the timing and availability of crop insurance or NAP for a producer’s particular crops. 

The final crop year to purchase crop insurance or NAP coverage to meet the second year of coverage for this 
requirement is the 2026 crop year. 

 Check Your bank 

Once the completed ERP application for payment is submitted to and signed by FSA, producers who have 
direct deposit should look for payment within three business days. 

 More Information 

We have additional resources, including: 

• ERP July 27, 2022 News Release 
• ERP June 29, 2022 News Release 
• ERP May 16, 2022 News Release 
• ERP Fact Sheet  
• Answers to Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs) 
• Emergency Relief Webpage 
• ERP Notice of Funding Availability 

In addition to ERP, FSA is also implementing the first phase of the new Emergency Livestock Relief Program. 
At this time, FSA has made more than $590 million in payments to impacted livestock producers. 

Bottom line, we take your feedback seriously, and we wanted to deliver this relief as soon as possible. We 
learned from previous relief programs, and we’re excited to be getting this to you as swiftly as we can. 

 
USDA Announces New Opportunities to Improve Nutrient 
Management 
USDA welcomed the passage of the Inflation Reduction Act, which will deliver $19.5 
billion in new conservation funding to support climate-smart agriculture. This historic 
funding will bolster the new steps that USDA’s Natural Resources Conservation Service 
(NRCS) announced to improve opportunities for nutrient management. NRCS will target 
funding, increasing program flexibilities, launch a new outreach campaign to promote 
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nutrient management’s economic benefits, in addition to expanding partnerships to develop nutrient 
management plans. This is part of USDA’s broader effort to address future fertilizer availability and cost 
challenges for U.S. producers. 

Through USDA’s conservation programs, America’s farmers and ranchers will have streamlined opportunities 
to improve their nutrient management planning, which provides conservation benefits while mitigating the 
impacts of supply chain disruptions and increased input costs. 

Specifically, NRCS efforts include: 

• Streamlined Nutrient Management Initiative – A streamlined initative will incentivize nutrient 
management activities through key conservation programs, including the Environmental Quality 
Incentives Program (EQIP), EQIP Conservation Incentive Contracts, and the Conservation 
Stewardship Program. The initiative will use a ranking threshold for pre-approval and include a 
streamlined and expedited application process, targeted outreach to small-scale and historically 
underserved producers, and coordination with FSA to streamline the program eligibility process for 
producers new to USDA. In addition to otherwise available funding at the state level, NRCS is 
targeting additional FY23 funds for nutrient management. NRCS is also announcing a streamlined 
funding opportunity for up to $40 million in nutrient management grant opportunities through the 
Regional Conservation Partnership Program (RCPP). 

• Nutrient Management Economic Benefits Outreach Campaign – A new outreach campaign will 
highlight the economic benefits of nutrient management planning for farmers. The potential net 
savings to farmers who adopt a nutrient management plan is estimated to be an average of $30 per 
acre for cropland.  It is estimated that there are 89 million acres of cropland (28% of total U.S. 
cropland) currently exceeding the nitrogen loss threshold; and if all those acres implemented a 
nutrient management plan, the average net savings would be $2.6 billion. NRCS staff develop nutrient 
management plans to help producers use nutrient resources effectively and efficiently to adequately 
supply soils and plants with necessary nutrients while minimizing transport of nutrients to ground and 
surface waters. Producer information is available at farmers.gov/global-food-security. 

• Expanded Nutrient Management Support through Technical Service Providers Streamlining 
and Pilots – New agreements with key partners who have existing capacity to support nutrient 
management planning and technical assistance will expand benefits and serve as a model to continue 
streamlining the certification process for Technical Service Providers (TSPs).  NRCS is also 
developing new opportunities to support partner training frameworks, nutrient management outreach 
and education, and new incentive payments through TSP partners for nutrient management planning 
and implementation.   

Alongside the Bipartisan Infrastructure Act and American Rescue Plan, the Inflation Reduction Act provides 
once-in-a-generation investment in rural communities and their infrastructure needs, while also responding to 
the climate crisis. The bill invests $40 billion into existing USDA programs promoting climate smart 
agriculture, rural energy efficiency and reliability, forest conservation, and more. 

Approximately $20 billion of this investment will support conservation programs that are oversubscribed, 
meaning that more producers will have access to conservation assistance that will support healthier land and 
water, improve the resilience of their operations, support their bottom line, and combat climate change. This 
includes: 

• $8.45 billion for EQIP 
• $4.95 billion for the Regional Conservation Partnership Program (RCPP) 
• $3.25 billion for the Conservation Stewardship Program (CSP)    
• $1.4 billion for the Agricultural Conservation Easement Program (ACEP) 

For more information and resources for nutrient management planning, visit farmers.gov/global-food-
insecurity.  Contact NRCS at your local USDA Service Center to get assistance with a nutrient management 
plan for your land. 
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Foreign Buyers Notification 
The Agricultural Foreign Investment Disclosure Act (AFIDA) requires all foreign owners of U.S. agricultural 
land to report their holdings to the Secretary of Agriculture. Foreign persons who have purchased or sold 
agricultural land in the county are required to report the transaction to FSA within 90 days of the closing. 
Failure to submit the AFIDA form could result in civil penalties of up to 25 percent of the fair market value of 
the property. County government offices, realtors, attorneys and others involved in real estate transactions 
are reminded to notify foreign investors of these reporting requirements. The data gained from these 
disclosures is used in the preparation of periodic reports to the President and Congress concerning the effect 
of such holdings upon family farms and rural communities. Click here for more information on AFIDA. 

 
Applying for Farm Storage Facility Loans 
The Farm Service Agency’s (FSA) Farm Storage Facility Loan (FSFL) program provides 
low-interest financing to help you build or upgrade storage facilities and to purchase 
portable (new or used) structures, equipment and storage and handling trucks. 

Eligible commodities include corn, grain sorghum, rice, soybeans, oats, peanuts, wheat, 
barley, minor oilseeds harvested as whole grain, pulse crops (lentils, chickpeas and dry 
peas), hay, honey, renewable biomass, fruits, nuts and vegetables for cold storage facilities, floriculture, hops, 
maple sap, rye, milk, cheese, butter, yogurt, meat and poultry (unprocessed), eggs, and aquaculture 
(excluding systems that maintain live animals through uptake and discharge of water). Qualified facilities 
include grain bins, hay barns and cold storage facilities for eligible commodities.   

Loans up to $50,000 can be secured by a promissory note/security agreement, loans between $50,000 and 
$100,000 may require additional security, and loans exceeding $100,000 require additional security. 

You do not need to demonstrate the lack of commercial credit availability to apply. The loans are designed to 
assist a diverse range of farming operations, including small and mid-sized businesses, new farmers, 
operations supplying local food and farmers markets, non-traditional farm products, and underserved 
producers. 

For more information, contact Rob Weppner, Farm Loan Manager at 307-322-4050 ext. 2 or Eilish Hanson at 
(307) 682-8843 ext. 2 or visit fsa.usda.gov/pricesupport. 
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https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2Fpricesupport%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=05%7C01%7C%7Cdd6b3d065eaf4ae6813b08daa8ac935b%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C638007756426811839%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=EnwCxFUkb27kAV%2FkfmfUqAh9wVIL9RYDihIe0VgZ2Jw%3D&reserved=0
mailto:staci.steiner@usda.gov
mailto:keela.deaton@usda.gov
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