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Staci’s Corner 
December 21st is when Winter officially starts – I don’t think it wanted to wait that long – 
the cold temps and snow in November were a reminder that we live in the most 
beautiful place in the world, and winter will start on its own terms and last as long as it 
wants. 

Just a reminder that if you have a weather event that causes losses in livestock, you 
need to report this to the county office within 30 days.  We can’t help at all if we don’t 
know there is something wrong. 

There are new programs being announced.  See the article below containing information on ERP-Emergency 
Relief Program and PARP-Pandemic Assistance Revenue Program.  These have some new regulations and 
processes that FSA has not had before. 
 
The signup window for ARC/PLC is currently open. Producers have until March 15, 2023 to make an election 
and sign their contracts for the 2023 crop. 
 
IMPORTANT DATES 
December 16th – ERP Phase I Signup DEADLINE 
December 26th – Christmas Day (Observed) – Office CLOSED 
January 2nd – New Year’s Day (Observed) – Office CLOSED 

We would like to wish you all a very Merry Christmas and Happy New Year!  May 2023 bring you lots of green 
grass, bountiful crops and prosperity! 

Very Sincerely, 
Staci 

 
USDA Announces Details for the Upcoming Census of 
Agriculture 
America’s farmers and ranchers will soon have the opportunity to be represented 
in the nation’s only comprehensive and impartial agriculture data for every state, 
county and territory. The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) will mail the 
2022 Census of Agriculture to millions of agriculture producers across the 50 
states and Puerto Rico this fall. 

The 2022 Census of Agriculture will be mailed in phases, starting with an invitation to respond online in 
November followed by paper questionnaires in December. Farm operations of all sizes, urban and rural, 
which produced and sold, or normally would have sold, $1,000 or more of agricultural product in 2022 are 
included in the ag census. 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ffsa.usda.gov%2F%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=05%7C01%7C%7Ce1ac0b6a34e34f12e0d908dadd5e02cd%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C638065693095518572%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=JW%2BIUhZ6vOwOB%2FhbvlFoCr6XTCCiaWWtxJhvAtS9m9E%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.nrcs.usda.gov%2F%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=05%7C01%7C%7Ce1ac0b6a34e34f12e0d908dadd5e02cd%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C638065693095518572%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Zop9rx9qrRQQ9kwuBDdeKFbPw%2BDl%2FzJoEhVzH%2FbghVc%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Frma.usda.gov%2F%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=05%7C01%7C%7Ce1ac0b6a34e34f12e0d908dadd5e02cd%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C638065693095518572%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=MN6JiVzyxs%2Bf8R7oi%2FhCyymyDeAnDJmUZQqgHnlMaFE%3D&reserved=0


Collected in service to American agriculture since 1840 and now conducted every five years by USDA’s 
National Agricultural Statistics Service (NASS), the Census of Agriculture tells the story and shows the value 
of U.S. agriculture. It highlights land use and ownership, producer characteristics, production practices, 
income and expenditures, among other topics. Between ag census years, NASS considers revisions to the 
questionnaire to document changes and emerging trends in the industry. Changes to the 2022 questionnaire 
include new questions about the use of precision agriculture, hemp production, hair sheep, and updates to 
internet access questions. 

To learn more about the Census of Agriculture, visit nass.usda.gov/AgCensus or call 800-727-9540. On the 
website, producers and other data users can access frequently asked questions, past ag census data, partner 
tools to help spread the word about the upcoming ag census, special study information, and more. For 
highlights of these and the latest information on the upcoming Census of Agriculture, follow USDA NASS on 
twitter @usda_nass. 

 
USDA Previews Crop and Revenue Loss Assistance 
for Agricultural Producers   
Agriculture Secretary Tom Vilsack today announced plans for additional 
emergency relief and pandemic assistance from the U.S. Department of 
Agriculture (USDA). USDA is preparing to roll out the Emergency Relief 
Program (ERP) Phase Two as well as the new Pandemic Assistance Revenue 
Program (PARP), which are two programs to help offset crop and revenue 
losses for producers.  USDA is sharing early information to help producers 
gather documents and train front-line staff on the new approach.  

ERP Phase Two will assist eligible agricultural producers who suffered eligible crop losses, measured through 
decreases in revenue, due to wildfires, hurricanes, floods, derechos, excessive heat, winter storms, freeze 
(including a polar vortex), smoke exposure, excessive moisture and qualifying droughts occurring in calendar 
years 2020 and 2021.     

PARP will assist eligible producers of agricultural commodities who experienced revenue decreases in 
calendar year 2020 compared to 2018 or 2019 due to the COVID-19 pandemic. PARP will help address gaps 
in previous pandemic assistance, which was targeted at price loss or lack of market access, rather than 
overall revenue losses.     

    

Emergency Relief Program Phase Two   

ERP is authorized under the Extending Government Funding and Delivering Emergency Assistance Act, 
which includes $10 billion in assistance to agricultural producers impacted by wildfires, droughts, hurricanes, 
winter storms and other eligible disasters experienced during calendar years 2020 and 2021.    

Phase Two builds on ERP Phase One, which was rolled out in May 2022 and has since paid more than $7.1 
billion to producers who incurred eligible crop losses that were covered by federal crop insurance or Non-
insured Crop Disaster Assistance Program.   

ERP Phase Two includes producers who suffered eligible losses but may not have received program benefits 
in Phase One. To be eligible for Phase Two, producers must have suffered a loss in allowable gross revenue 
as defined in forthcoming program regulations in 2020 or 2021 due to necessary expenses related to losses 
of eligible crops from a qualifying natural disaster event.    

Eligible crops include both traditional insurable commodities and specialty crops that are produced in the 
United States as part of a farming operation and are intended to be commercially marketed. Like other 
emergency relief and pandemic assistance programs, USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) continues to look 
for ways to simplify the process for both staff and producers while reducing the paperwork burden. The 
design of ERP Phase Two is part of that effort. 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.nass.usda.gov%2FAgCensus%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=05%7C01%7C%7Ce1ac0b6a34e34f12e0d908dadd5e02cd%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C638065693095518572%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=iGLzGto%2BtWPkrtnNHQyD31B4VBYeaajg%2BzEg97Qhe%2BM%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.nass.usda.gov%2FAgCensus%2FPartners%2Findex.php%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=05%7C01%7C%7Ce1ac0b6a34e34f12e0d908dadd5e02cd%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C638065693095518572%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=MR3qTyZA6ssvXyB1JjD2tvXRH7F1IVuRuQ0XfRV1Leo%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.nass.usda.gov%2FAgCensus%2FPartners%2Findex.php%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=05%7C01%7C%7Ce1ac0b6a34e34f12e0d908dadd5e02cd%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C638065693095518572%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=MR3qTyZA6ssvXyB1JjD2tvXRH7F1IVuRuQ0XfRV1Leo%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ftwitter.com%2Fusda_nass%2F%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=05%7C01%7C%7Ce1ac0b6a34e34f12e0d908dadd5e02cd%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C638065693095518572%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=wnktU4IqYXAu9Y80hMoPUIxpjMyW9SrnGsMEsCRAUiE%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2Fprograms-and-services%2Femergency-relief%2Findex%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=05%7C01%7C%7Ce1ac0b6a34e34f12e0d908dadd5e02cd%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C638065693095518572%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=ie8dCjICbsl16r7cI%2FEBKs9Z9ELz5FUGD5FQ9otuPC0%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2Fprograms-and-services%2Femergency-relief%2Findex%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=05%7C01%7C%7Ce1ac0b6a34e34f12e0d908dadd5e02cd%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C638065693095518572%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=ie8dCjICbsl16r7cI%2FEBKs9Z9ELz5FUGD5FQ9otuPC0%3D&reserved=0
https://www.farmers.gov/coronavirus/pandemic-assistance/parp?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.farmers.gov/coronavirus/pandemic-assistance/parp?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
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In general, ERP Phase Two payments are expected to be based on the difference in certain farm revenue 
between a typical year of revenue as will be specified in program regulations for the producer and the disaster 
year.  ERP Phase Two assistance is targeted to the remaining needs of producers impacted by qualifying 
natural disaster events, while avoiding windfalls or duplicative payments. Details will be available when the 
rule is published later this year.    

  

Deadline for Emergency Relief Program Phase One  

Producers who are eligible for assistance through ERP Phase One have until Friday, Dec. 16, 2022, to 
contact FSA at their local USDA Service Center to receive program benefits. Going forward, if any additional 
ERP Phase One prefilled applications are generated due to corrections or other circumstances, there will be a 
30-day deadline from the date of notification for that particular application.      

    

Pandemic Assistance Revenue Program    

PARP is authorized and funded by the Consolidated Appropriations Act of 2021. 

To be eligible for PARP, an agricultural producer must have been in the business of farming during at least 
part of the 2020 calendar year and had a certain threshold decrease in allowable gross revenue for the 2020 
calendar year, as compared to 2018 or 2019. Exact details on the calculations and eligibility will be available 
when the forthcoming rule is published.    

  

How Producers Can Prepare  

 ERP Phase Two and PARP will use revenue information that is readily available from most tax records. FSA 
encourages producers to have their tax documents from the past few years and supporting materials ready, 
as explained further below. Producers will need similar documentation to what was needed for the 
Coronavirus Food Assistance Program (CFAP) Phase Two, where a producer could use 2018 or 2019 as the 
benchmark year relative to the disaster year.    

In the coming weeks, USDA will provide additional information on how to apply for assistance through ERP 
Phase Two and PARP. In the meantime, producers are encouraged to begin gathering supporting 
documentation including:   

• Schedule F (Form 1040); and  
• Profit or Loss from Farming or similar tax documents for tax years 2018, 2019, 2020, 2021 and 2022 

for ERP and for calendar years 2018, 2019 and 2020 for PARP.    
 Producers should also have, or be prepared to have, the following forms on file for both ERP and PARP 
program participation:   

• Form AD-2047, Customer Data Worksheet (as applicable to the program participant);   
• Form CCC-902, Farm Operating Plan for an individual or legal entity;  
• Form CCC-901, Member Information for Legal Entities (if applicable); and   
• Form AD-1026 Highly Erodible Land Conservation (HELC) and Wetland Conservation (WC) 

Certification.   
Most producers, especially those who have previously participated in FSA programs, will likely have these 
required forms on file. However, those who are uncertain or want to confirm should contact FSA at their local 
USDA Service Center.   

In addition to the forms listed above, underserved producers are encouraged to register their status with FSA, 
using Form CCC-860, Socially Disadvantaged, Limited Resource, Beginning and Veteran Farmer or Rancher 

http://www.farmers.gov/service-locator?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.farmers.gov/working-with-us/service-center-locator?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery


Certification, as certain existing permanent and ad-hoc disaster programs provide increased benefits or 
reduced fees and premiums.  

Through proactive communications and outreach, USDA will keep producers and stakeholders informed as 
program eligibility, application and implementation details unfold.    

 
Submit Loan Requests for Financing Early  
The Farm Loan team in Northern Wyoming is already working on operating loans for 
spring 2023 and asks potential borrowers to submit their requests early so they can be 
timely processed. The farm loan team can help determine which loan programs are 
best for applicants.  

FSA offers a wide range of low-interest loans that can meet the financial needs of any 
farm operation for just about any purpose. The traditional farm operating and farm ownership loans can 
help large and small farm operations take advantage of early purchasing discounts for spring inputs as well 
expenses throughout the year.  

 Microloans are a simplified loan program that will provide up to $50,000 for both Farm Ownership and 
Operating Microloans to eligible applicants. These loans, targeted for smaller and non-traditional operations, 
can be used for operating expenses, starting a new operation, purchasing equipment, and other needs 
associated with a farming operation.  Loans to beginning farmers and members of underserved groups are a 
priority. 

Other types of loans available include: 

Marketing Assistance Loans allow producers to use eligible commodities as loan collateral and obtain a 9-
month loan while the crop is in storage. These loans provide cash flow to the producer and allow them to 
market the crop when prices may be more advantageous.   

Farm Storage Facility Loans can be used to build permanent structures used to store eligible commodities, 
for storage and handling trucks, or portable or permanent handling equipment. A variety of structures are 
eligible under this loan, including bunker silos, grain bins, hay storage structures, and refrigerated structures 
for vegetables and fruit. A producer may borrow up to $500,000 per loan.   

Contact Eilish Hanson at (307) 682-8843 ext. 2; Eilish.hanson@usda.gov or Rob Weppner at (307) 322-4050 
ext. 2; Rob.Weppner@usda.gov 
 

 

 

  

CROOK & WESTON COUNTIES 
USDA Service Centers 
Phone: 307-283-2870 (Sundance) 
Phone: 307-746-2701 (Newcastle) 

FARM SERVICE AGENCY                                  NRCS 

Staci L. Green-Steiner                                         Keela Deaton 
County Executive Director                                   District Conservationist, Crook Co. 
Staci.steiner@usda.gov                                       keela.deaton@usda.gov 

mailto:Eilish.hanson@usda.gov
mailto:Rob.Weppner@usda.gov
mailto:Staci.steiner@usda.gov
mailto:keela.deaton@usda.gov


                                                                             Paul Eitel 
                                                                             District Conservationist, Weston Co. 
                                                                             Paul.eitel@usda.gov 

  

FSA PROGRAM TECHNICIANS                         NRCS STAFF 

Tiffany Volkman, Crook Co.                                  Jason Nehl, Natural Resource Spec. 
Tiffany.volkman@usda.gov                                  Jason.nehl@usda.gov 

Bailey Middleton, Crook Co.                                Sherry Burr, Soil Con Tech 
Bailey.middleton@usda.gov                                sherry.burr@usda.gov 

Kevie Morrison, Crook Co.                                  Jess Van Woerkom, Crook Co. 
Kevie.morrison@usda.gov                                  Jessica.vanwoerkom@usda.gov 

Jennifer Jones, Weston Co.                                Tanner Jenks, Rangeland Mgmt. Spec. 
Jennifer.jones4@usda.gov                                  Tanner.jenks@usda.gov 

Kayla Pederson, Weston Co.                              Austin Sommerville, Forester 
Kayla.pederson@usda.gov                                 Austin.sommerville@usda.gov 

  

Crook County Conservation District                   Weston County Conservation District 

Sarah Anderson                                                 Caleb Carter 
Anderson.ccnrd@gmail.com                              ccarter.wcnrd@gmail.com 

Bridget Helms 
crookcountynrd@gmail.com 

Jessica Halverson 
Halverson.ccnrd@gmail.com 
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