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• USDA Announces Conservation Reserve Program Signups for 2022 
• Noninsured Crop Coverage Helps Producers Manage Risks 
• FSA Offers Joint Financing Option on Direct Farm Ownership Loans 
• Making Your Land More Resilient to Drought 

CED Updates, Upcoming Deadlines, and a few Jokes 
There are some days we wish we worked outdoors like our producers do, and there are some days, 
like today, we are glad to be indoors. Stay warm and safe in the frigid temperatures we saw this 
morning!  

ARC/PLC- Contracts have started to go out to the operators of the farms. Please, watch for the 
different names and do not sign for another producer. We have had several returned that are signing for all producers 
on the contract. If you would like to change the program election or shares or are missing a farm, please contact the 
office. 

CRP- A new CRP signup was announced. Please see below for the details. Our new maximum rate is $32/acre, 
however we expect most contracts to be in the mid to high $20's per acre. Please contact Jennifer if you wish to put in 
an offer. Plan ahead! These offers take some time to run completely. The deadline is March 11, 2022. 

LIP-Be sure to keep those calving books up to date as we approach and start calving season. Any livestock deaths due 
to extreme cold, blizzard, or winter storm may be eligible for benefits under LIP. Documentation is key! Include date of 
birth, date of death, and any applicable information about your management activities completed to keep the calves 
alive. Pictures of the dead animals, while very unpleasant, are an incredible asset in getting applications approved. 

Upcoming Dates/ Deadlines 
Feb. 21- President's Day- Office Closed 
Feb. 28- Signup deadline for 2021 LIP Losses 
Mar. 11- CRP General Signup Closes 
Mar. 15- ARC/PLC Signup Deadline 
Mar. 15- NAP Application for Coverage Deadline for Hemp & Spring Crops 
Apr. 4- CRP Grasslands Signup Scheduled to Open 

Jokes 
Did you know that bees are actually allergic to pollen? They break out in hives.  
Did you hear about the cheese that's been working out? Dude's shredded.  
What crime do blacksmiths most commonly get charged with? Forgery.  

 
USDA Announces Conservation Reserve Program Signups for 
2022 
Agricultural producers and landowners can sign up soon for the Conservation Reserve 
Program (CRP), a cornerstone conservation program offered by the U.S. Department of 
Agriculture (USDA) and a key tool in the Biden-Harris Administration effort to address climate 
change and achieve other natural resource benefits. The General CRP signup will run from Jan. 
31 to March 11, and the Grassland CRP signup will run from April 4 to May 13.  

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ffsa.usda.gov%2F%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=04%7C01%7C%7Cefcc40c174294a23378208d9e73511a9%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637795037388988917%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=IZO4E9lYMo3TEv7nDfTq%2BlvOhOwomqqylbMHmb9oHv8%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.nrcs.usda.gov%2Fwps%2Fportal%2Fnrcs%2Fsite%2Fnational%2Fhome%2F%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=04%7C01%7C%7Cefcc40c174294a23378208d9e73511a9%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637795037388988917%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=zpvKohNlCjHmOQInNNEvHpI6CUrudXS9wAxyeE9vpQ8%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Frma.usda.gov%2F%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=04%7C01%7C%7Cefcc40c174294a23378208d9e73511a9%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637795037388988917%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=eSiiCNuMnjoV8YGDdxYosAA%2B7HxJLanJsG4OxgzkMwM%3D&reserved=0


Producers and landowners enrolled 4.6 million acres into CRP signups in 2021, including 2.5 million acres in the largest 
Grassland CRP signup in history. There are currently 22.1 million acres enrolled, and FSA is aiming to reach the 25.5-
million-acre cap statutorily set for fiscal year 2022.  

CRP Signups  

General CRP helps producers and landowners establish long-term, resource-conserving plant species, such as 
approved grasses or trees, to control soil erosion, improve water quality and enhance wildlife habitat on cropland.   

Meanwhile, Grassland CRP is a working lands program, helping landowners and operators protect grassland, including 
rangeland and pastureland and certain other lands, while maintaining the areas as working grazing lands. Protecting 
grasslands contributes positively to the economy of many regions, provides biodiversity of plant and animal populations 
and provides important carbon sequestration benefits to deliver lasting climate outcomes.   

Alongside these programs, producers and landowners can enroll acres in Continuous CRP under the ongoing sign up, 
which includes projects available through the Conservation Reserve Enhancement Program (CREP) and State Acres 
for Wildlife Enhancement (SAFE).   

Climate Benefits  

Last year, FSA enacted a Climate-Smart Practice Incentive for CRP General and Continuous 
signups, to better target CRP on addressing climate change. This incentive aims to increase carbon sequestration and 
reduce greenhouse gas emissions. CRP’s climate-smart practices include establishment of trees and permanent 
grasses, development of wildlife habitat and wetland restoration. The Climate-Smart Practice Incentive is annual, and 
the amount is based on the benefits of each practice type.  

Additionally, in order to better target the program toward climate outcomes, USDA invested $10 million last year in the 
CRP Monitoring, Assessment and Evaluation (MAE) program to measure and monitor the soil carbon and climate 
resilience impacts of conservation practices over the life of new CRP contracts. This will enable the agency to further 
refine the program and practices to provide producers tools for increased climate resilience.   

More Information on CRP  

Landowners and producers interested in CRP should contact their local USDA Service Center to learn more or to apply 
for the program -- for General CRP before the March 11 deadline, and for Grassland CRP before the May 
13 deadline. Service Center staff continue to work with agricultural producers via phone, email, and other digital 
tools. Due to the pandemic, some USDA Service Centers are open to limited visitors. Additionally, fact sheets and other 
resources are available at fsa.usda.gov/crp.   

Signed into law in 1985, CRP is one of the largest voluntary private-lands conservation programs in the United States. 
It was originally intended to primarily control soil erosion and potentially stabilize commodity prices by taking marginal 
lands out of production. The program has evolved over the years, providing many conservation and economic 
benefits.   

 
Noninsured Crop Coverage Helps Producers Manage Risks 
The Farm Service Agency’s (FSA) Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) helps 
you manage risk through coverage for both crop losses and crop planting that was prevented 
due to natural disasters. The eligible or “noninsured” crops include agricultural commodities not 
covered by federal crop insurance.    

You must be enrolled in the program and have purchased coverage for the eligible crop in the 
crop year in which the loss incurred to receive program benefits following a qualifying natural 
disaster. 

NAP Buy-Up Coverage Option 

NAP offers higher levels of coverage, from 50 to 65 percent of expected production in 5 percent increments, at 100 
percent of the average market price. Buy-up levels of NAP coverage are available if the producer can show at least one 
year of previously successfully growing the crop for which coverage is being requested. 

http://www.farmers.gov/service-locator?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
http://www.farmers.gov/service-locator?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2Fcrp%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=04%7C01%7C%7Cefcc40c174294a23378208d9e73511a9%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637795037388988917%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=ZIF95OT2heIpt%2FRVRDojgagE8bRoFC%2FQhLOMT4tLE8c%3D&reserved=0


Producers of organics and crops marketed directly to consumers also may exercise the “buy-up” option to obtain NAP 
coverage of 100 percent of the average market price at the coverage levels of between 50 and 65 percent of expected 
production. 

NAP basic coverage is available at 55 percent of the average market price for crop losses that exceed 50 percent of 
expected production.    

Buy-up coverage is not available for crops intended for grazing. 

NAP Service Fees 

For all coverage levels, the NAP service fee is the lesser of $325 per crop or $825 per producer per county, not to 
exceed a total of $1,950 for a producer with farming interests in multiple counties.  

NAP Enhancements for Qualified Military Veterans 

Qualified veteran farmers or ranchers are eligible for a service fee waiver and premium reduction, if the NAP applicant 
meets certain eligibility criteria. 

Beginning, limited resource and targeted underserved farmers or ranchers remain eligible for a waiver of NAP service 
fees and premium reduction when they file form CCC-860, “Socially Disadvantaged, Limited Resource and Beginning 
Farmer or Rancher Certification.” 

For NAP application, eligibility and related program information, contact your Goshen County USDA Service Center at 
307-532-4880 x2 or visit fsa.usda.gov/nap. 

 
FSA Offers Joint Financing Option on Direct Farm Ownership 
Loans 

  

The USDA Farm Service Agency’s (FSA) Direct Farm Ownership loans can help farmers and 
ranchers become owner-operators of family farms, improve and expand current operations, 
increase agricultural productivity, and assist with land tenure to save farmland for future 
generations. 

There are three types of Direct Farm Ownership Loans: regular, down payment and joint financing. 
FSA also offers a Direct Farm Ownership Microloan option for smaller financial needs up to $50,000. 

Joint financing allows FSA to provide more farmers and ranchers with access to capital. FSA lends up to 50 percent of 
the total amount financed. A commercial lender, a State program or the seller of the property being purchased, 
provides the balance of loan funds, with or without an FSA guarantee. The maximum loan amount for a joint financing 
loan is $600,000, and the repayment period for the loan is up to 40 years. 

The operation must be an eligible farm enterprise. Farm Ownership loan funds cannot be used to finance nonfarm 
enterprises and all applicants must be able to meet general eligibility requirements. Loan applicants are also required 
to have participated in the business operations of a farm or ranch for at least three years out of the 10 years prior to the 
date the application is submitted. The applicant must show documentation that their participation in the business 
operation of the farm or ranch was not solely as a laborer. 

For more information about farm loans, contact your Platte County USDA Service Center at 307-322-4050 or visit 
fsa.usda.gov. 

 
Making Your Land More Resilient to Drought 
Now that the 2021 crop year has ended, it’s time to start planning for 2022 and beyond. Many 
farmers and ranchers west of the Mississippi River have had a very difficult year in 2021 due to 
drought. Those in other areas of the country were spared from the worst of the drought this time 
but may not be as lucky in future years. So, as you’re planning for 2022 production, you may want 
to consider some conservation practices that can help make your land and livestock more 
resilient to drought and help your bottom line. 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2Fnap%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=04%7C01%7C%7Cefcc40c174294a23378208d9e73511a9%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637795037388988917%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=way4yoJNFA0kthFKylcPc0p5h9hsOT9%2BXcd12p44dwU%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2Fprograms-and-services%2Ffarm-loan-programs%2Ffarm-ownership-loans%2Findex%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=04%7C01%7C%7Cefcc40c174294a23378208d9e73511a9%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637795037388988917%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=wGcf8KVq1tTwvO0DxT78BWbAnnax5IW64hAUNQUOVwc%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2Fprograms-and-services%2Ffarm-loan-programs%2Fmicroloans%2Findex%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=04%7C01%7C%7Cefcc40c174294a23378208d9e73511a9%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637795037388988917%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=Vt513OMGOqM637AqMj7xCyAqno6WeXdezfTcU%2BP56p4%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2F%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=04%7C01%7C%7Cefcc40c174294a23378208d9e73511a9%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637795037388988917%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=D5fj2%2BoN2ukA39n%2FLomILm0MuzwoNYQ4SvZw9VeEEAI%3D&reserved=0


 USDA’s Natural Resources Conservation Service can help you conserve water and build resilience to drought, through 
conservation practices that improve irrigation efficiency, boost soil health, and manage grazing lands. 

 Irrigation Efficiency 

USDA helps you improve your irrigation efficiency to ensure each drop of water is used wisely. Saving water on your 
farm can help during drought and can offset rising water costs; reduce expenditures for energy, chemicals, and labor; 
and enhance revenues through higher crop yields and improved crop quality. Funded conservation practices include 
conversion to more efficient irrigation systems, such as micro-irrigation or subsurface drip irrigation, installation of 
irrigation pipeline, irrigation water management, structures for water control, and flow meters. Tools like drip irrigation, 
which provides water precisely where and when it’s needed, can achieve greater precision with flow meters and soil 
moisture sensors. 

 Soil Health 

In addition, soil health conservation practices, such as reduced- or no-till, cover crops, mulching and residue 
management can help to make your soil, and the plants you grow or animals you raise, healthier. Healthier soil can 
absorb and retain more water for longer periods of time, making your farm or ranch more resilient to drought. Using soil 
health practices, you can conserve water by increasing your soil’s water-holding capacity and use conservation tillage 
to keep the ground covered, reducing water loss through transpiration and evaporation. 

 And soil health practices increase organic matter, and each pound of organic matter can hold up to 20 pounds of 
water. Every 1% increase in organic matter results in as much as 25,000 gallons of soil water per acre. Each 1% 
increase in organic matter can also provide up to 30 pounds of more available nitrogen per acre. That means less 
money and time spent on inputs like water and fertilizer, which make your operation more profitable. 

 Rotational/Prescribed Grazing, Water Sources for Livestock 

Drought also impacts grazing lands, and NRCS works with you to increase the resilience of your livestock operation. 
Ranchers can adapt to dry conditions in two main ways: increasing the availability and suitability of forage and ensuring 
that cattle have an adequate and reliable source of water. For forage, rotational or prescribed grazing (rotating cattle 
among pastures) can relieve pressure on stressed vegetation and ensure a more consistent supply of forage for 
animals. NRCS conservationists can also work with you to plant more drought-tolerant forage species, plants best 
suited to local soils and conditions. For reliable sources of water, NRCS can help you with installing watering facilities, 
water wells, or water pipeline for livestock. Having available forage and water for livestock can make a big difference in 
difficult drought conditions. 

 USDA and NRCS are here for you, helping you recover from drought and prepare for the next one. For more 
information on drought recovery assistance at https://www.farmers.gov/protection-recovery/drought#recovery. For more 
information on conservation practices to make your operation more resilient to drought in future years, go 
to www.nrcs.usda.gov. 
 

 

 

  
Torrington USDA Service Center 

1441 East M Street 
Torrington, WY 82240 

Phone: 307-532-4880  
Fax: 855-415-3443 

  

https://www.farmers.gov/protection-recovery/drought?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery#recovery
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COURTNEY YELTON  
FSA, County Executive Director 
courtney.yelton@usda.gov 

RYAN CLAYTON 
NRCS, District Conservationist  
ryan.clayton@usda.gov 

DIXIE MOUNT 
FSA, Farm Loan Manager 
307-322-4050 x2 
dixie.mount@usda.gov 
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