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• USDA to Provide Payments to Livestock Producers Impacted by Drought or Wildfire 
• Applying for FSA Direct Loans 
• USDA Report Shows a Decade of Conservation Trends 

Merry Christmas (in April), CED Comments, Upcoming 
Deadlines, and a Joke 
Happy Spring and Merry Christmas (in April) to our Livestock producers! Yesterday, the staff in the 
Torrington FSA office hit pay on over $1 million in payments to producers within the county for our 
Emergency Livestock Relief Program (ELRP). Even better news- this program utilized the existing 
approved LFP applications to calculate payments, so there is no additional paperwork or 
application needed to receive these benefits. If you received an LFP payment from 2021, keep an eye on your 
checking accounts. Producers should begin to see these payments popping up the end of this week or the 
beginning of next week. Please see the article below for more information concerning this program.  

CRP- The CRP General Offers have been submitted. We expect to see the rankings by the middle of May. CRP 
Grasslands Signup 204 opened this week and ends May 13, 2022. Please contact Jennifer for more information or 
to submit an offer. Plan ahead! These offers take a few days to put together so please don't wait until the last 
second! The flat rate for this year's signup is $13 per acre.  

LDP- Ungraded wool still has a payment rate of $.40 per pound. If you still have control of your wool, please 
contact Jennifer for necessary forms and information BEFORE you sell the wool.  

Acreage Reporting- Acreage reporting for spring crops is fast approaching. If you would like copies of your maps 
please let us know. The deadline is July 15th, 2022.  

Open Doors- Due to the decrease in COVID cases within the county, we are now able to have open/unlocked 
doors! Come on in! It has been a long 2 years without our producers in the office. We are excited to again see our 
producers face to face and help you wherever we can.  

Upcoming Deadlines/ Dates: 
May 13- CRP Grasslands Signup Closes 
May 15- Primary Nesting Season Begins- Stay off your General CRP 
May 30- Memorial Day- Office Closed 
June 20- Juneteenth (Observed)- Office Closed  
July 4- Independence Day- Office Closed 
July 15- Spring Planted Crops, Acreage Reporting Deadline & Primary Nesting Season Ends 

Everyone's Favorite Part- The Jokes 
A friend of mine didn't pay his exorcist. He got repossessed.  
What happens when it rains cats and dogs? You have to be careful not to step in a poodle. 
What do you call a lazy kangaroo? A pouch potato.  

 
USDA to Provide Payments to Livestock Producers Impacted 
by Drought or Wildfire 
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The U.S Department of Agriculture (USDA) recently announced that ranchers who have 
approved applications through the 2021 Livestock Forage Disaster Program (LFP) for 
forage losses due to severe drought or wildfire in 2021 will soon begin receiving 
emergency relief payments for increases in supplemental feed costs in 2021 through the 
Farm Service Agency’s (FSA) new Emergency Livestock Relief Program (ELRP). 

Background   

On September 30, 2021, President Biden signed into law the Extending Government Funding and Delivering 
Emergency Assistance Act (P.L. 117-43). This Act includes $10 billion in assistance to agricultural producers 
impacted by wildfires, droughts, hurricanes, winter storms and other eligible disasters experienced during calendar 
years 2020 and 2021. Additionally, the Act specifically targets $750 million to provide assistance to livestock 
producers for losses incurred due to drought or wildfires in calendar year 2021. ELRP is part of FSA’s 
implementation of the Act.   

   For impacted producers, USDA will leverage LFP data to deliver immediate relief for increases in supplemental 
feed costs in 2021. LFP is an important tool that provides up to 60% of the estimated replacement feed cost when 
an eligible drought adversely impacts grazing lands or 50% of the monthly feed cost for the number of days the 
producer is prohibited from grazing the managed rangeland because of a qualifying wildfire.   

   FSA received more than 100,000 applications totaling nearly $670 million in payments to livestock producers 
under LFP for the 2021 program year.   

   Congress recognized requests for assistance beyond this existing program and provided specific funding for 
disaster-impacted livestock producers in 2021.    

   ELRP Eligibility – Phase One   

   To be eligible for an ELRP payment under phase one of program delivery, livestock producers must have 
suffered grazing losses in a county rated by the U.S. Drought Monitor as having a D2 (severe drought) for eight 
consecutive weeks or a D3 (extreme drought) or higher level of drought intensity during the 2021 calendar year, 
and have applied and been approved for 2021 LFP. Additionally, producers whose permitted grazing on federally 
managed lands was disallowed due to wildfire are also eligible for ELRP payments, if they applied and were 
approved for 2021 LFP.  

  As part of FSA’s efforts to streamline and simplify the delivery of ELRP phase one benefits, producers are not 
required to submit an application for payment. 

ELRP Payment Calculation – Phase One   

   To further expedite payments to eligible livestock producers, determine eligibility, and calculate an ELRP phase 
one payment, FSA will utilize livestock inventories and drought-affected forage acreage or restricted animal units 
and grazing days due to wildfire already reported by the producer when they submitted a 2021 CCC-853, 
Livestock Forage Disaster Program Application form.    

   Phase one ELRP payments will be equal to the eligible livestock producer’s gross 2021 LFP calculated payment 
multiplied by a payment percentage, to reach a reasonable approximation of increased supplemental feed costs 
for eligible livestock producers in 2021.    

   The ELRP payment percentage will be 90% for historically underserved producers, including beginning, limited 
resource, and veteran farmers and ranchers, and 75% for all other producers.  These payments will be subject to a 
payment limitation.   

   To qualify for the higher payment percentage, eligible producers must have a CCC-860, Socially Disadvantaged, 
Limited Resource, Beginning and Veteran Farmer or Rancher Certification, form on file with FSA for the 2021 
program year.   

   Payments to eligible producers through phase one of ELRP are estimated to total more than $577 million.   

ELRP - Phase Two    

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2Fprograms-and-services%2Femergency-relief%2Findex%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=04%7C01%7C%7Cd675195bc2ae44b6bf0608da17d8132b%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637848514785399355%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=O7LAtbDPPymtBCZRwlpUoUccJULWOikfJhkhVsYpr0w%3D&reserved=0


   The recent announcement is only Phase One of relief for livestock producers.  FSA continues to evaluate and 
identify impacts of 2021 drought and wildfire on livestock producers to ensure equitable and inclusive distribution 
of much-needed emergency relief program benefits.     

Emergency Relief Program (ERP) Assistance for Crop Producers   

   FSA is developing a two-phased process to provide assistance to diversified, row crop and specialty crop 
operations that were impacted by an eligible natural disaster event in calendar years 2020 or 2021.  

   This program will provide assistance to crop producers and will follow a two-phased process similar to that of the 
livestock assistance with implementation of the first phase in the coming weeks. Phase one of the crop assistance 
program delivery will leverage existing Federal Crop Insurance or Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program 
data as the basis for calculating initial payments.   

   Making the initial payments using existing safety net and risk management data will both speed implementation 
and further encourage participation in these permanent programs, including the Pasture, Rangeland, Forage 
Rainfall Index Crop Insurance Program, as Congress intended.   

   The second phase of the crop program will be intended to fill additional assistance gaps and cover eligible 
producers who did not participate in existing risk management programs.     

   Through proactive communication and outreach, USDA will keep producers and stakeholders informed as ERP 
implementation details are made available.     

 More Information    

Additional USDA disaster assistance information can be found on farmers.gov, including USDA resources 
specifically for producer impacted by drought and wildfire and the Disaster Assistance Discovery Tool, Disaster-at-
a-Glance fact sheet, and Farm Loan Discovery Tool. For FSA and Natural Resources Conservation Service 
programs, producers should contact their local USDA Service Center. For assistance with a crop insurance claim, 
producers and landowners should contact their crop insurance agent.   

 
Applying for FSA Direct Loans 
FSA offers direct farm ownership and direct farm operating loans to producers who want 
to establish, maintain, or strengthen their farm or ranch. Direct loans are processed, 
approved and serviced by FSA loan officers. 

Direct farm operating loans can be used to purchase livestock and feed, farm equipment, 
fuel, farm chemicals, insurance, and other costs including family living expenses. 
Operating loans can also be used to finance minor improvements or repairs to buildings 
and to refinance some farm-related debts, excluding real estate. 

Direct farm ownership loans can be used to purchase farmland, enlarge an existing farm, construct and repair 
buildings, and to make farm improvements. 

The maximum loan amount for direct farm ownership loans is $600,000 and the maximum loan amount for direct 
operating loans is $400,000 and a down payment is not required. Repayment terms vary depending on the type of 
loan, collateral and the producer's ability to repay the loan. Operating loans are normally repaid within seven years 
and farm ownership loans are not to exceed 40 years. 

Please contact your local FSA office for more information or to apply for a direct farm ownership or operating loan. 
 

USDA Report Shows a Decade of Conservation Trends 
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A new USDA report shows use of no-till, crop rotations, more efficient irrigation methods 
and advanced technologies have climbed in recent years. The report from USDA’s 
Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) demonstrates progress made through 
voluntary conservation over a 10-year period. Findings from the report will inform future 
conservation strategies, including USDA’s efforts to tackle the climate crisis.  

The “Conservation Practices on Cultivated Cropland: A Comparison of CEAP I and 
CEAP II Survey Data and Modeling” was developed by USDA’s Conservation Effects Assessment Project (CEAP). 
It found significant gains for soil health and soil carbon storage, while also identifying areas where additional and 
targeted nutrient management strategies are needed.  

Key findings include:  

• Farmers increasingly adopted advanced technology, including enhanced-efficiency fertilizers and variable 
rate fertilization to improve efficiency, assist agricultural economies and benefit the environment.  

• More efficient conservation tillage systems, particularly no-till, became the dominant form of tillage, 
improving soil health and reducing fuel use.  

• Use of structural practices increased, largely in combination with conservation tillage as farmers 
increasingly integrated conservation treatments to gain efficiencies. Structural practices include terraces, 
filter and buffer strips, grassed waterways and field borders.  

• Irrigation expanded in more humid areas, and as irrigators shifted to more efficient systems and improved 
water management strategies, per-acre water application rates decreased by 19% and withdrawals by 7 
million-acre-feet.  

• Nearly 70% of cultivated cropland had conservation crop rotations, and 28% had high-biomass 
conservation crop rotations.  

Because of this increased conservation, the report estimates:  

• Average annual water (sheet and rill) and wind erosion dropped by 70 million and 94 million tons, 
respectively, and edge-of-field sediment loss declined by 74 million tons.  

• Nearly 26 million additional acres of cultivated cropland were gaining soil carbon, and carbon gains on all 
cultivated cropland increased by over 8.8 million tons per year.  

• Nitrogen and phosphorus losses through surface runoff declined by 3% and 6%, respectively.  
• Average annual fuel use dropped by 110 million gallons of diesel fuel equivalents, avoiding associated 

greenhouse gas emissions of nearly 1.2 million tons of carbon dioxide equivalents.  
About the Report  

For this report, farmer survey data was collected from 2003-2006 and again from 2013-2016. NRCS evaluates 
conservation practice adoption through the CEAP Cropland Assessment, using a combination of farmer surveys, 
land use and soils information, along with resource models. CEAP project findings are used to guide USDA 
conservation policy and program development, along with assisting conservationists, farmers and ranchers and 
other land stewards with making sound and science-based conservation decisions.  

Download the full report or a four-page summary of findings.  

Next Steps  

The report also revealed that cropping patterns have changed over the years in response to climate, policy, trade, 
renewable energy and prices, presenting a nutrient management challenge. Improving the timing and application 
method of nutrients can allow production demands to be met while reducing the impacts of crop production on the 
environment. NRCS plans to continue its focus on nutrient management conservation practices and strategies with 
vigorous outreach efforts to farmers and further engagement with partner groups to adjust to these changing 
trends.  

For more information on CEAP, visit the CEAP webpage or view this multimedia story.  
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Torrington USDA Service Center 

1441 East M Street 
Torrington, WY 82240 

 
Phone: 307-532-4880 

COURTNEY YELTON   
FSA, County Executive Director 
courtney.yelton@usda.gov 

RYAN CLAYTON  
NRCS, District Conservationist  ryan.clayton@usda.gov 

HEIDI PLATT 
FSA, Farm Loan Operator 
307-322-4050 x2 
heidi.platt@usda.gov 

  

  

  

 

mailto:fname.lname@usda.gov
mailto:ryan.clayton@usda.gov
mailto:fname.lname@usda.gov

	Merry Christmas (in April), CED Comments, Upcoming Deadlines, and a Joke
	USDA to Provide Payments to Livestock Producers Impacted by Drought or Wildfire
	Applying for FSA Direct Loans
	USDA Report Shows a Decade of Conservation Trends
	Torrington USDA Service Center

