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Happy Spring and Merry Christmas (in April) to our Livestock producers! The 
first week of April the staff in the Torrington FSA office hit pay on over $1 million 
in payments to producers within the county for our Emergency Livestock Relief 
Program (ELRP). Even better news- this program utilized the existing approved 
LFP applications to calculate payments, so there is no additional paperwork or 
application needed to receive these benefits. If you received an LFP payment 
from 2021, keep an eye on your checking account. Producers should see these 
payments popping up. 

CRP- The CRP General Offers have been submitted. We expect to see the 
rankings by the middle of May. CRP Grasslands Signup 204 opened this week 
and ends May 13, 2022. Please contact Jennifer for more information or to sub-
mit an offer. Plan ahead! These offers take a few days to put together so please 
don't wait until the last second! The flat rate for this year's signup is $13 per 
acre.  

ELAP- A change in program provisions was recently announced for Emergency 
Livestock Assistance Program (ELAP). Up until this change, we have always 
paid to move the hay to the animals. The recent change allows for benefits for 
moving the animals to the feed. We are awaiting the rules and regulations for 
this change but if you had to truck animals to feed for the summer of 2021, 
please contact Kate at the office and we will get you on our list.  

Acreage Reporting- Acreage reporting for spring crops is fast approaching. If 
you would like copies of your maps please let us know. The deadline is July 
15th, 2022.  

Drought Monitor/LFP Eligibility- We are closely monitoring the drought moni-
tor. We are currently in a D2 rated drought. The clock for LFP eligibility begins 
on May 1st as the grazing season for Goshen County begins on that date. We 
must be in a D2 drought for 8 consecutive weeks to become eligible for LFP 
payments. Additionally, if we enter a D3 drought at any point in the grazing sea-
son (May 1- October 15) we will automatically become eligible for LFP.   

Open Doors- Due to the decrease in COVID cases within the county, we are 
now able to have open/unlocked doors! Come on in! It has been a long 2 years 
without our producers in the office. We are excited to again see our producers 
face to face and help you wherever we can.  

Everyone's Favorite Part- The Jokes 
What do you call a zombie who doesn’t joke around? Dead serious.  

What do you call it when the Pope blesses an avocado? Holy Guacamole.  

What do you call a group of chubby newborns? Heavy Infantry.  

 

-CY 



WASHINGTON, March 31, 2022 – The U.S Depart-
ment of Agriculture (USDA) today announced that ranch-
ers who have approved applications through the 2021 Live-
stock Forage Disaster Program (LFP) for forage losses due 
to severe drought or wildfire in 2021 will soon begin re-
ceiving emergency relief payments for increases in supple-
mental feed costs in 2021 through the Farm Service Agen-
cy’s (FSA) new Emergency Livestock Relief Program 
(ELRP). 

“Producers of grazing livestock experienced catastrophic 
losses of available forage as well as higher costs for supple-
mental feed in 2021. Unfortunately, the conditions driving 
these losses have not improved for many and have even 
worsened for some, as drought spreads across the U.S.,” 
said Agriculture Secretary Tom Vilsack. “In order to deliver 
much-needed assistance as efficiently as possible, phase 
one of the ELRP will use certain data from the Livestock 
Forage Disaster Program (LFP), allowing USDA to distrib-
ute payments within days to livestock producers.” 

ELRP Payment Calculation – Phase One 

To further expedite payments to eligible livestock pro-
ducers, determine eligibility, and calculate an ELRP 
phase one payment, FSA will utilize livestock invento-
ries and drought-affected forage acreage or restricted 
animal units and grazing days due to wildfire already 
reported by the producer when they submitted a 2021 
CCC-853, Livestock Forage Disaster Program Appli-
cation form. 

Phase one ELRP payments will be equal to the eligible 
livestock producer’s gross 2021 LFP calculated pay-
ment multiplied by a payment percentage, to reach a 
reasonable approximation of increased supplemental 
feed costs for eligible livestock producers in 2021. 

The ELRP payment percentage will be 90% for histori-
cally underserved producers, including beginning, lim-
ited resource, and veteran farmers and ranchers, and 
75% for all other producers. These payments will be 
subject to a payment limitation. 

To qualify for the higher payment percentage, eligible 
producers must have a CCC-860, Socially Disadvan-

taged, Limited Resource, Beginning and Veteran 
Farmer or Rancher Certification, form on file with 
FSA for the 2021 program year.  Payments to eligible 
producers through phase one of ELRP are estimated to 
total more than $577 million. 

ELRP - Phase Two 

Today’s announcement is only Phase One of relief for 
livestock producers. FSA continues to evaluate and 
identify impacts of 2021 drought and wildfire on live-
stock producers to ensure equitable and inclusive dis-
tribution of much-needed emergency relief program 
benefits. 

Additional Livestock Drought Assistance 
Due to the persistent drought conditions in the Great 
Plains and West, FSA will be offering additional relief 
through the Emergency Assistance for Livestock, Honey-
bees and Farm-raised Fish Program (ELAP) (PDF, 783 KB) 
to help ranchers cover above normal costs of hauling live-
stock to forage. This policy enhancement complements 
previously announced ELAP compensation for hauling 
feed to livestock. Soon after FSA announced the assistance 
for hauling feed to livestock, stakeholders were quick to 
point out that producers also were hauling the livestock to 
the feed source as well and encouraged this additional flex-
ibility. 

It is important to note that, unlike ELRP emergency relief 
benefits which are only applicable for eligible losses in-
curred in the 2021 calendar year, this ELAP livestock and 
feed hauling compensation will not only be retroactive for 
2021 but will also be available for losses in 2022 and sub-
sequent years. 
 
To calculate ELAP program benefits, an online tool is cur-
rently available to help producers document and estimate 
payments to cover feed transportation cost increases 
caused by drought and will soon be updated to assist pro-
ducers with calculations associated with drought related 
costs incurred for hauling livestock to forage. 

USDA TO PROVIDE PAYMENTS TO LIVESTOCK PRODUCERS 

IMPACTED BY DROUGHT:  New Emergency Livestock Relief benefits to be 

delivered through two-phased approach; compensation for 2021 forage losses 

Spring Crop Reporting Season is Here!  The sun is shining, 

the grass is growing, tractors are running, cows are grazing, 

and Goshen FSA’s doors are open! 

Come see us —now is the perfect time to update records and 

report your grass acres, beat the rush.  As you plant your 

crops, stop by.  We can’t wait to see you, it’s been too long! 

https://www.fsa.usda.gov/programs-and-services/emergency-relief/index
https://www.fsa.usda.gov/programs-and-services/emergency-relief/index
https://www.fsa.usda.gov/Assets/USDA-FSA-Public/usdafiles/FactSheets/elap-livestock-fact-sheet.pdf
https://www.fsa.usda.gov/Assets/USDA-FSA-Public/usdafiles/FactSheets/elap-livestock-fact-sheet.pdf
https://www.fsa.usda.gov/programs-and-services/disaster-assistance-program/emergency-assist-for-livestock-honey-bees-fish/index


USDA Expands Local, Electronic 
Communication Options for 
Producers  

USDA is expanding our online communications platform 
that the Farm Service Agency (FSA) has used for years to 
now include local information from the Natural Resources 
Conservation Service (NRCS), Risk Management Agency 
(RMA), and other USDA agencies. 

Subscribers will now receive important information on FSA, 
NRCS and RMA programs, eligibility requirements, 
deadlines, and more. 

You’re currently subscribed to the Goshen County USDA 
Service Center newsletter and updates. News will continue 
to be sent via e-mail right to your home or farm office, or to 
your smartphone – allowing you to receive immediate 
notification of USDA news that applies to your agricultural 
operation.  

You can also subscribe to text alerts from the Goshen County 
USDA Service Center by texting Service Center Keyword to 
372-669. Standard text messaging rates apply. Contact your 
wireless carrier for details associated with your particular 
data plan. Participants may unsubscribe at any time.  

For more information visit farmers.gov/working-with-us/
stay-connected or for subscription assistance contact 
the Goshen County USDA Service Center at 307-532-4880, 
option 2.     

USDA Encourages Producers to Enroll Grasslands into  
Working Land Conservation 

Grassland Conservation Reserve Program open from April 4 to May 13  
WASHINGTON, March 30, 2022  –  The U.S. De-

partment of Agriculture (USDA) encourages produc-

ers and landowners to enroll in the Grassland Con-

servation Reserve Program (CRP) starting next week 

through May 13, 2022.  Grassland CRP provides a 

unique opportunity for farmers, ranchers, and agri-

cultural landowners to keep land in agricultural pro-

duction and supplement their income while improv-

ing their soils and permanent grass cover. The pro-

gram had its highest enrollment in history in 2021 

and is part of the Biden-Harris Administration ’s 

broader effort to equip producers with the tools they 

need to help address climate change and invest in the 

long-term health of our natural resources.    

 

Grassland CRP  is a federally funded voluntary work-

ing lands program. Through the program, USDA ’s 

Farm Service Agency (FSA) provides annual rental 

payments to landowners to maintain and conserve 

grasslands while allowing producers to graze, hay, 

and produce seed on that land.  Maintaining the ex-

isting permanent cover provides several benefits, in-

cluding reducing erosion, providing wildlife habitat 

and migration corridors, and capturing and main-

taining carbon in the soil and cover.   

“Grassland CRP is an important working lands con-

servation tool that offers a win -win to both our coun-

try ’s producers and the environment by supporting 

and enabling grazing activities, while at the same 

time promoting plant and animal biodiversity and 

stemming rangeland conversion,” said FSA Adminis-

trator Zach Ducheneaux. “We had a successful signup 

last year, and we look forward to broadening our 

base and working with new producers, particularly 

our historically underserved producers, to ensure 

they can access the program and its many benefits. ”   

  

FSA provides participants with annual rental pay-

ments and cost-share assistance. The annual rental 

rate varies by county with a national minimum rental 

rate of $13 per acre for this signup. Contract dura-

tion is 10 or 15 years.  

 

More Information on CRP   

Landowners and producers interested in Grassland 

CRP should contact their local USDA Service Center 

to learn more or to apply for the program before the 

May 13 deadline. Additionally, fact sheets and other 

resources are available at fsa.usda.gov/crp.   

Applying for FSA Direct Loans 
FSA offers direct farm ownership and direct farm operating 
loans to producers who want to establish, maintain, or 
strengthen their farm or ranch. Direct loans are processed, 
approved and serviced by FSA loan officers. 
 
Direct farm operating loans can be used to purchase livestock 
and feed, farm equipment, fuel, farm chemicals, insurance, 
and other costs including family living expenses. Operating 
loans can also be used to finance minor improvements or re-
pairs to buildings and to refinance some farm-related debts, 
excluding real estate.  
 
Direct farm ownership loans can be used to purchase farm-
land, enlarge an existing farm, construct and repair buildings, 
and to make farm improvements.  
 
The maximum loan amount for direct farm ownership loans 
is $600,000 and the maximum loan amount for direct oper-
ating loans is $400,000 and a down payment is not re-
quired. Repayment terms vary depending on the type of 
loan, collateral and the producer's ability to repay the loan. 
Operating loans are normally repaid within seven years and 
farm ownership loans are not to exceed 40 years.  

 
Please contact your local FSA office for more information or 
to apply for a direct farm ownership or operating loan.  

Goshen County’s rental rate for Grasslands 2022 sign-up:  $13/acre 

https://www.farmers.gov/working-with-us/stay-connected
https://www.farmers.gov/working-with-us/stay-connected
https://www.fsa.usda.gov/programs-and-services/conservation-programs/crp-grasslands/index
https://www.farmers.gov/working-with-us/service-center-locator
https://www.fsa.usda.gov/programs-and-services/conservation-programs/conservation-reserve-program/index


USDA Farm Service Agency 

Goshen County Office 

1441 East M Street, Suite C 

Torrington WY 82240 

 
Important Dates & Deadlines 

Grasslands CRP Sign-Up:     
April 4-May 13 

 
Memorial Day Holiday:  

CLOSED May 30th 
 

Juneteenth National                 
Independence Day:  CLOSED 

June 20th 
 

Independence Day:          
CLOSED July 4th 

 
Spring Crop Report Deadline:  

July 15th 

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination, 

write: USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 Independ-

ence Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer Service), (800) 

877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users).  

Attention Goshen County 

Sheep Producers! 

Did you know there is currently a 

$0.40/lb LDP on wool? 

As you prepare to shear your flock this 

spring, be sure to file your 633EZ Page 1 form 

BEFORE you sell your wool.   

Claim your LDP rate before it disappears—

it’s quick and easy! 

For more information, contact Jennifer at 

Goshen County FSA. 


