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• Five Facts About the United States Drought Monitor 
• USDA to Allow Producers to Request Voluntary Termination of Conservation Reserve Program 

Contract  
• Attention all Buyers of Agricultural Products 
• USDA Commits to Big Game Conservation Partnership with the State of Wyoming: Initial 

Investments Forthcoming 

CED Comments, Upcoming Deadlines, and a Few Jokes 
It is certainly hard to believe that it is already June!  

CRP- The General offers are over at NRCS getting Conservation Plans made for them. The 
offers for CRP Grasslands have been submitted to DC and we should be seeing the results 
soon.   

LDP- Ungraded wool still has a payment rate of $.40 per pound. If you still have control of your wool, please contact 
Jennifer for necessary forms and information BEFORE you sell the wool.  

LFP- May 1st started our Grazing season in Goshen County. We are in a D2 drought currently. Thus, we have started 
the 8 week timeline to begin paying on LFP. Start gathering your documentation and leases. Look for more information 
in the next few months to see if we become eligible for benefits under LFP.  

Acreage Reporting- Acreage reporting for spring crops upon us! If you would like copies of your maps please let us 
know. If you would give us a call before you come in to report your acreage so we can pull your folders before you 
arrive. The deadline for reporting is July 15th, 2022. Please see below for an article about failed and prevent plant 
acres.  

Open Doors- Due to the decrease in COVID cases within the county, we are now able to have open/unlocked doors! 
Come on in! It has been a long 2 years without our producers in the office. We are excited to again see our producers 
face to face and help you wherever we can.  

Upcoming Deadlines/ Dates:  
June 20- Juneteenth (Observed)- Office Closed   
July 4- Independence Day- Office Closed  
July 15- Spring Planted Crops, Acreage Reporting Deadline & Primary Nesting Season Ends 

Everyone's Favorite Part- The Jokes 
How was Rome split in two? With a pair of Caesars.  
What do you call a typo on a headstone? A grave mistake.  
What do you call an angry carrot? A steamed veggie.  
What do you call a hippie's wife? Mississippi 
What do cows most like to read? Cattle-logs.  

 
Five Facts About the United States Drought Monitor 
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This is likely no surprise to you, but drought persists across the western U.S. and is intensifying 
in some areas. No geographic area is immune to the potential of drought at any given time. 
The U.S. Drought Monitor provides a weekly drought assessment, and it plays an important role 
in USDA programs that help farmers and ranchers recover from drought. 

Fact #1 - Numerous agencies use the Drought Monitor to inform drought-related 
decisions. 

The map identifies areas of drought and labels them by intensity on a weekly basis. It categorizes the entire country as 
being in one of six levels of drought. The first two, None and Abnormally Dry (D0), are not considered to be drought. 
The next four describe increasing levels of drought: Moderate (D1), Severe (D2), Extreme (D3) and Exceptional (D4).  

While many entities consult the Drought Monitor for drought information, drought declarations are made by 
federal, state and local agencies that may or may not use the Drought Monitor to inform their decisions. Some of the 
ways USDA uses it to determine a producer’s eligibility for certain drought assistance programs, like the Livestock 
Forage Disaster Program and Emergency Haying or Grazing on Conservation Reserve Program acres and to “fast-
track” Secretarial drought disaster designations.  

Fact #2 - U.S. Drought Monitor is made with more than precipitation data. 

When you think about drought, you probably think about water, or the lack of it. Precipitation plays a major role in the 
creation of the Drought Monitor, but the map’s author considers numerous indicators, including drought impacts and 
local insight from over 450 expert observers around the country. Authors use several dozen indicators to assess 
drought, including precipitation, streamflow, reservoir levels, temperature and evaporative demand, soil moisture and 
vegetation health. Because the drought monitor depicts both short and long‐term drought conditions, the authors must 
look at data for multiple timeframes. The final map produced each week represents a summary of the story being told 
by all the pieces of data. To help tell that story, authors don’t just look at data. They converse over the course of the 
map-making week with experts across the country and draw information about drought impacts from media reports 
and private citizens 

.Fact #3 - A real person, using real data, updates the map. 

Each week’s map author, not a computer, processes and analyzes data to update the drought monitor. The map 
authors are trained climatologists or meteorologists from the National Drought Mitigation Center at the University of 
Nebraska-Lincoln (the academic partner and website host of the Drought Monitor), the National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration and USDA. The author’s job is to do what a computer can’t – use their expertise to 
reconcile the sometimes-conflicting stories told by each stream of data into a single assessment. 

Fact #4 - The Drought Monitor provides a current snapshot, not a forecast. 

The Drought Monitor is a “snapshot” of conditions observed during the most recent week and builds off the previous 
week’s map. The map is released on Thursdays and depicts conditions based on data for the week that ended the 
preceding Tuesday. Rain that falls on the Wednesday just before the USDM’s release won’t be reflected until the next 
map is published. This provides a consistent, week‐to‐week product and gives the author a window to assess the data 
and come up with a final map. 

Fact #5 – Your input can be part of the drought-monitoring process. 

State climatologists and other trained observers in the drought monitoring network relay on-the-ground information 
from numerous sources to the US Drought monitor author each week. That can include information that you contribute. 

The Drought Monitor serves as a trigger for multiple forms of federal disaster relief for agricultural producers, and 
sometimes producers contact the author to suggest that drought conditions in their area are worse than what the latest 
drought monitor shows. When the author gets a call like that, it prompts them to look closely at all available data for 
that area, to see whether measurements of precipitation, temperature, soil moisture and other indicators corroborate 
producer-submitted reports. This is the process that authors follow whether they receive one report or one hundred 
reports, although reports from more points may help state officials and others know where to look for impacts. 

There are multiple ways to contribute your observations: 
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1. Talk to your state climatologist - Find the current list at the American Association of State 
Climatologists website. 

2. Email - Emails sent to droughtmonitor@unl.edu inform the USDM authors. 
3. Become a CoCoRaHS observer - Submit drought reports along with daily precipitation observations to 

the Community Collaborative Rain, Hail & Snow Network. 
4. Submit Condition Monitoring Observer Reports (CMOR) - go.unl.edu/CMOR. 

For more information, read our Ask the Expert blog with a NDMC climatologist or visit farmers.gov/protection-recovery. 
 

USDA to Allow Producers to Request Voluntary Termination of 
Conservation Reserve Program Contract  

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) will allow Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) 
participants who are in the final year of their CRP contract to request voluntary termination of their 
CRP contract following the end of the primary nesting season for fiscal year 2022. Participants 
approved for this one-time, voluntary termination will not have to repay rental payments, a flexibility 
implemented this year to help mitigate the global food supply challenges caused by the Russian 
invasion of Ukraine and other factors. Today, USDA also announced additional flexibilities for the 

Environmental Quality Incentives Program (EQIP) and Conservation Stewardship Program (CSP).    

FSA is mailing letters to producers with expiring acres that detail this flexibility and share other options, such as re-
enrolling sensitive acres in the CRP Continuous signup and considering growing organic crops. Producers will be 
asked to make the request for voluntary termination in writing through their local USDA Service Center.   

If approved for voluntary termination, preparations can occur after the conclusion of the primary nesting season. 
Producers will then be able to hay, graze, begin land preparation activities and plant a fall-seeded crop before October 
1, 2022. For land in colder climates, this flexibility may allow for better establishment of a winter wheat crop or better 
prepare the land for spring planting.   

 Organic Considerations  

Since CRP land typically does not have a recent history of pesticide or herbicide application, USDA is encouraging 
producers to consider organic production. USDA’s Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) provides 
technical and financial assistance to help producers plan and implement conservation practices, including those that 
work well for organic operations, such as pest management and mulching. Meanwhile, FSA offers cost-share for 
certification costs and other fees.  

 Other CRP Options  

Participants can also choose to enroll all or part of their expiring acres into the Continuous CRP signup for 2022. 
Important conservation benefits may still be achieved by re-enrolling sensitive acres such as buffers or wetlands. 
Expiring water quality practices such as filter strips, grass waterways, and riparian buffers may be eligible to be 
reenrolled under the Clean Lakes, Estuaries, and Rivers (CLEAR) and CLEAR 30 options under CRP. Additionally, 
expiring continuous CRP practices such as shelterbelts, field windbreaks, and other buffer practices may also be re-
enrolled to provide benefits for organic farming operations.   

If producers are not planning to farm the land from their expiring CRP contract, the Transition Incentives Program (TIP) 
may also provide them two additional annual rental payments after their contract expires on the condition that they sell 
or rent their land to a beginning or veteran farmer or rancher or a member of a socially disadvantaged group.  

Producers interested in the Continuous CRP signup, CLEAR 30, or TIP should contact FSA by Aug. 5, 2022.    

 NRCS Conservation Programs  

USDA also encourages producers to consider NRCS conservation programs, which help producers integrate 
conservation on croplands, grazing lands and other agricultural landscapes. EQIP and CSP can help producers plant 
cover crops, manage nutrients and improve irrigation and grazing systems. Additionally, the Agricultural Conservation 
Easement Program (ACEP), or state or private easement programs, may be such an option. In many cases, a 
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combination of approaches can be taken on the same parcel.  For example, riparian areas or other sensitive parts of a 
parcel may be enrolled in continuous CRP and the remaining land that is returned to farming can participate in CSP or 
EQIP and may be eligible to receive additional ranking points.  

 Other Flexibilities to Support Conservation  

Additionally, NRCS is also offering a new flexibility for EQIP and CSP participants who have cover cropping including 
in their existing contracts. NRCS will allow participants to either modify their plans to plant a cover crop (and instead 
shift to a conservation crop rotation) or delay their cover crop plans a year, without needing to terminate the existing 
contract. This will allow for flexibility to respond to market signals while still ensuring the conservation benefits through 
NRCS financial and technical assistance for participating producers.  

 More Information  

Producers and landowners can learn more about these options by contacting FSA and NRCS at their local USDA 
Service Center.  

 
Attention all Buyers of Agricultural Products 
It is required that buyers of agricultural products check or register with the Secretary of State's 
Office to determine if there are liens against the Seller of the product.  If a lien is found you are 
required to place the lien holders name on the check as well as that of the Seller.  Ag Products 
include but are not limited to: livestock (including horses), crops used for feed (hay, silage, oats, 
etc.), machinery, equipment and all other crops.  Failure to place the lien holder's name on 
the check may result in civil legal action being taken against the Buyer of the product.  Protect yourself as a 
Buyer! You may contact the Secretary of State's Office at 1-307-777-7311. 

 
USDA Commits to Big Game Conservation Partnership with the State of 
Wyoming: Initial Investments Forthcoming 
USDA announced a new partnership that uses diverse Farm Bill investments to support voluntary 
conservation of private working lands and migratory big game populations in Wyoming. Using 
lessons learned from this pilot, USDA seeks to scale up this model across the West as part of 
President Biden’s commitment to support voluntary, locally-led conservation efforts to reach the 
administration’s national conservation goals. 

USDA participated in extensive engagement and listening sessions with stakeholders throughout Wyoming and 
developed this pilot in response to their feedback. Those listening sessions helped guide the project’s concepts and 
principles: recognition of the large scale of this issue in key landscapes, coordination with state agencies, consistency 
with state policy and direction and support of existing partnerships wherever possible. 

The pilot will take a systems approach to voluntary conservation and draw on several USDA programs, including 
the Grassland Conservation Reserve Program (Grassland CRP), Environmental Quality Incentives Program (EQIP), 
the Regional Conservation Partnership Program (RCPP) and the Agricultural Conservation Easements 
Program (ACEP) to provide financial and technical assistance for landowners who want to participate. USDA is 
committing an initial $15 million in investment through EQIP and ACEP for Wyoming, in addition to the rental 
payments that will go to producers who enroll in Grasslands CRP. There are three distinct conservation areas that 
USDA will invest in using these voluntary and incentive-based programs. All are designed to help willing landowners 
and their partners conserve private lands for the benefit of migratory big game populations. They include: 

• Agricultural Land Protection – Preventing the conversion of private working lands that provide habitat and 
other values for migratory big game populations to alternative land uses not compatible with big game 
migrations. Specifically, this would include preventing actions like residential subdivision, mining and 
development of commercial wind and solar facilities on private lands. Additional resources will be provided to 
Wyoming for Agricultural Land Easements through the ACEP (ACEP-ALE) for this effort, as well as 
prioritization of big game conservation through RCPP.   

http://www.farmers.gov/service-locator?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
http://www.farmers.gov/service-locator?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2Fprograms-and-services%2Fconservation-programs%2Fcrp-grasslands%2Findex%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=05%7C01%7C%7C2ad27fc727e2480edf6808da47ca5fd6%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637901232356620786%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Uh3PJ0nkleAnpVD2rIRR9MJyWW42Ljh%2B085zBpr%2FO58%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.nrcs.usda.gov%2Fwps%2Fportal%2Fnrcs%2Fdetail%2Fnational%2Fprograms%2Ffinancial%2Feqip%2F%3Fcid%3Dstelprdb1044009%26utm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=05%7C01%7C%7C2ad27fc727e2480edf6808da47ca5fd6%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637901232356620786%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=ejR%2FIfA9Nqrx3nPUAbJ0viO25SMggUPrIrPd%2F2ilpcc%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.nrcs.usda.gov%2Fwps%2Fportal%2Fnrcs%2Fdetail%2Fnational%2Fprograms%2Ffinancial%2Frcpp%2F%3Fcid%3Dstelprdb1242732%26utm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=05%7C01%7C%7C2ad27fc727e2480edf6808da47ca5fd6%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637901232356620786%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=pxV0XWgHkcKuYE6%2BAe%2BjBNbEmbUsLVSE%2BnT4Z14bbTk%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.nrcs.usda.gov%2Fwps%2Fportal%2Fnrcs%2Fdetail%2Fnational%2Fprograms%2Feasements%2Facep%2F%3Fcid%3Dstelprdb1242695%26utm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=05%7C01%7C%7C2ad27fc727e2480edf6808da47ca5fd6%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637901232356620786%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=KHYvhjdqfr5CzgmyJsq9ngnp2dRwCLga3Bv8J8XQH6M%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.nrcs.usda.gov%2Fwps%2Fportal%2Fnrcs%2Fdetail%2Fnational%2Fprograms%2Feasements%2Facep%2F%3Fcid%3Dstelprdb1242695%26utm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=05%7C01%7C%7C2ad27fc727e2480edf6808da47ca5fd6%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637901232356620786%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=KHYvhjdqfr5CzgmyJsq9ngnp2dRwCLga3Bv8J8XQH6M%3D&reserved=0


• Restoration, Enhancement and Management – Restoring and managing working lands to provide a variety 
of healthy habitats migrating animals need to meet their life history requirements. Habitat quality can be 
improved in many ways including but not limited to the control of invasive species, restoration of degraded 
aspens, removal of encroached woodlands and restoration of wet meadows. Ensuring compatibility with 
fences used for managing working lands and migrating animals is also a top priority. Today, USDA is 
announcing an additional $5 million in FY22 resources through the EQIP for Wyoming to specifically support 
these needs. These resources are a significant addition to the State’s current FY22 EQIP allocation of over 
$16 million.     

• Conservation Leases - Managing working lands in a way that ensures the resiliency of the desired habitat 
conditions is extremely important to migrating big game as they rely upon healthy lands to meet their diverse 
seasonal habitat needs. Providing annual financial incentives to landowners through a conservation lease can 
help encourage the long-term management that results in resiliency. The 10- to 15-year contracts through the 
Grassland CRP are being used to fulfill this need. To date, USDA has committed $32.3 million ($2.3 million 
paid to landowners annually) to conserve over 170,000 acres through Grassland CRP in Wyoming with 
additional enrollments to be announced from this year’s signup in the coming weeks. For this year’s signup, 
USDA piloted policy changes to make it easier for producers to access multiple programs. USDA will continue 
to work with partners to tailor the program to meet the state’s needs before next year’s signup.   

For more information, landowners can contact USDA at their local USDA Service Center. On farmers.gov, landowners 
can create a secure account, apply for NRCS programs, electronically sign documents and manage their 
conservation contracts.  
 

 

 

  
Torrington USDA Service Center 

1441 East M Street 
Torrington, WY 82240 

 
Phone: 307-532-4880 

COURTNEY YELTON   
FSA, County Executive Director 
courtney.yelton@usda.gov 

RYAN CLAYTON  
NRCS, District Conservationist  ryan.clayton@usda.gov 

HEIDI PLATT  
FSA, Farm Loan Operator  
307-322-4050 x2  
heidi.platt@usda.gov 
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