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• USDA Previews Crop and Revenue Loss Assistance for Agricultural Producers 
• New Online Tool Allows Farmers, Ranchers to Easily Report Anticompetitive Practices 
• Attention all Buyers of Agricultural Products 
• USDA Requests Public Input on Implementation of Inflation Reduction Act Funding  
• Save Money on Fuel with No-Till Farming  

CED Comments, Upcoming Dates/Deadlines, and a Few 
Jokes 
Happy December to all Goshen County Producers! New programs are rolling out, the 
Holidays are in full swing, and the folks at the FSA office continue to work diligently to 
help our producers. With the winter weather we are having this week, please keep track 
of any livestock losses and document them thoroughly for any LIP applications. Stay 
warm during this blizzard! 

ARC/PLC- The signup window for ARC/PLC is currently open. Producers have until March 15, 2023 to make 
an election and sign their contracts for the 2023 crop. 

Conservation Reserve Program- Typically we start rolling on CRP after the beginning of the new year. If you 
are interested in CRP or CRP Grasslands, please contact Jennifer and she will get you any information about 
a signup as soon as it is announced. We typically have a lot of interest in this program so don’t delay in 
getting your name on the list! 

Livestock Forage Program- Goshen County is still paying benefits for the Livestock Forage Program (LFP) for 
2022 at about $81 per head for beef. Please begin gathering your livestock documentation and leases. The 
deadline for this program is fast approaching. Don’t wait until the last minute to apply for this! Please contact 
Kate or Laurel in the office with questions.  

New Programs-  There are 2 new programs coming to Goshen County. The Goshen County staff is currently 
being trained on the new Pandemic Assistance Revenue Program (PARP) & Emergency Relief Program 
(ERP) Phase II. A signup window has not yet been announced. If you are interested in these programs, 
please contact the office and we will get you on a list of producers to contact once we know more. Please see 
the article below for more information on these programs.  

-CY 

Upcoming Deadlines/Dates: 

Dec. 26- Christmas Day (Observed)- Office Closed 
Dec. 30- National Bacon Day 
Jan. 2- New Years Day (Observed)- Office Closed 
Jan. 16- Martin Luther King Jr. Day – Office Closed 

A Few Jokes to Brighten a Day  
What do you get when you cross a snowman with a vampire? Frostbite. 
Who is Santa’s favorite singer? Elf-is Presley. 
What do you get if Santa goes down a chimney when a fire is lit? Krisp Kringle. 
What is every parent’s favorite Christmas Carol? Silent Night.   
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USDA Previews Crop and Revenue Loss Assistance 
for Agricultural Producers 
Agriculture Secretary Tom Vilsack today announced plans for additional emergency 
relief and pandemic assistance from the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA). 
USDA is preparing to roll out the Emergency Relief Program (ERP) Phase Two as well 
as the new Pandemic Assistance Revenue Program (PARP), which are two programs 
to help offset crop and revenue losses for producers.  USDA is sharing early 
information to help producers gather documents and train front-line staff on the new 
approach.  

ERP Phase Two will assist eligible agricultural producers who suffered eligible crop losses, measured through 
decreases in revenue, due to wildfires, hurricanes, floods, derechos, excessive heat, winter storms, freeze 
(including a polar vortex), smoke exposure, excessive moisture and qualifying droughts occurring in calendar 
years 2020 and 2021.     

PARP will assist eligible producers of agricultural commodities who experienced revenue decreases in 
calendar year 2020 compared to 2018 or 2019 due to the COVID-19 pandemic. PARP will help address gaps 
in previous pandemic assistance, which was targeted at price loss or lack of market access, rather than 
overall revenue losses.     

Emergency Relief Program Phase Two   

ERP is authorized under the Extending Government Funding and Delivering Emergency Assistance Act, 
which includes $10 billion in assistance to agricultural producers impacted by wildfires, droughts, hurricanes, 
winter storms and other eligible disasters experienced during calendar years 2020 and 2021.    

Phase Two builds on ERP Phase One, which was rolled out in May 2022 and has since paid more than $7.1 
billion to producers who incurred eligible crop losses that were covered by federal crop insurance or Non-
insured Crop Disaster Assistance Program.   

ERP Phase Two includes producers who suffered eligible losses but may not have received program benefits 
in Phase One. To be eligible for Phase Two, producers must have suffered a loss in allowable gross revenue 
as defined in forthcoming program regulations in 2020 or 2021 due to necessary expenses related to losses 
of eligible crops from a qualifying natural disaster event.    

Eligible crops include both traditional insurable commodities and specialty crops that are produced in the 
United States as part of a farming operation and are intended to be commercially marketed. Like other 
emergency relief and pandemic assistance programs, USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) continues to look 
for ways to simplify the process for both staff and producers while reducing the paperwork burden. The 
design of ERP Phase Two is part of that effort. 

In general, ERP Phase Two payments are expected to be based on the difference in certain farm revenue 
between a typical year of revenue as will be specified in program regulations for the producer and the disaster 
year.  ERP Phase Two assistance is targeted to the remaining needs of producers impacted by qualifying 
natural disaster events, while avoiding windfalls or duplicative payments. Details will be available when the 
rule is published later this year.    

Deadline for Emergency Relief Program Phase One  

Producers who are eligible for assistance through ERP Phase One have until Friday, Dec. 16, 2022, to 
contact FSA at their local USDA Service Center to receive program benefits. Going forward, if any additional 
ERP Phase One prefilled applications are generated due to corrections or other circumstances, there will be a 
30-day deadline from the date of notification for that particular application.      

 Pandemic Assistance Revenue Program    

PARP is authorized and funded by the Consolidated Appropriations Act of 2021. 

To be eligible for PARP, an agricultural producer must have been in the business of farming during at least 
part of the 2020 calendar year and had a certain threshold decrease in allowable gross revenue for the 2020 
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calendar year, as compared to 2018 or 2019. Exact details on the calculations and eligibility will be available 
when the forthcoming rule is published.    

How Producers Can Prepare  

ERP Phase Two and PARP will use revenue information that is readily available from most tax records. FSA 
encourages producers to have their tax documents from the past few years and supporting materials ready, 
as explained further below. Producers will need similar documentation to what was needed for the 
Coronavirus Food Assistance Program (CFAP) Phase Two, where a producer could use 2018 or 2019 as the 
benchmark year relative to the disaster year.    

In the coming weeks, USDA will provide additional information on how to apply for assistance through ERP 
Phase Two and PARP. In the meantime, producers are encouraged to begin gathering supporting 
documentation including:   

• Schedule F (Form 1040); and  
• Profit or Loss from Farming or similar tax documents for tax years 2018, 2019, 2020, 2021 and 2022 

for ERP and for calendar years 2018, 2019 and 2020 for PARP.    
 Producers should also have, or be prepared to have, the following forms on file for both ERP and PARP 
program participation:   

• Form AD-2047, Customer Data Worksheet (as applicable to the program participant);   
• Form CCC-902, Farm Operating Plan for an individual or legal entity;  
• Form CCC-901, Member Information for Legal Entities (if applicable); and   
• Form AD-1026 Highly Erodible Land Conservation (HELC) and Wetland Conservation (WC) 

Certification.   
 Most producers, especially those who have previously participated in FSA programs, will likely have these 
required forms on file. However, those who are uncertain or want to confirm should contact FSA at their local 
USDA Service Center.   

In addition to the forms listed above, underserved producers are encouraged to register their status with FSA, 
using Form CCC-860, Socially Disadvantaged, Limited Resource, Beginning and Veteran Farmer or Rancher 
Certification, as certain existing permanent and ad-hoc disaster programs provide increased benefits or 
reduced fees and premiums.  

Through proactive communications and outreach, USDA will keep producers and stakeholders informed as 
program eligibility, application and implementation details unfold.    

 
New Online Tool Allows Farmers, Ranchers to Easily 
Report Anticompetitive Practices 
Farmers, ranchers, and other producers and growers now have a one-stop shop to 
help ensure they are treated fairly.  The new farmerfairness.gov portal developed 
jointly by the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) and Department of Justice 
(DOJ) allows you to report potential violations of livestock and poultry antitrust 
laws, including the Packers and Stockyards Act.  

Agriculture Secretary Tom Vilsack recently expressed concern that producers 
across the country have for too long faced a marketplace that benefits a few large companies over the 
farmers and ranchers who grow and raise our food.   

For example, ranchers received more than 60 cents of every dollar a consumer spent on beef 50 years ago, 
compared to approximately 39 cents today. Hog farmers fared worse over the past 50 years, as their share of 
the consumer dollar fell from between 40 to 60 cents 50 years ago to approximately 19 cents today. 
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In order to assure economic opportunity and fairness for all, this portal makes it easy for farmers and 
ranchers to register a complaint or tip and provide details that would aid an investigation. 

 Who may submit a complaint or tip? 

Anyone who suspects a violation of Federal law governing fair and competitive marketing and contract 
growing of livestock and poultry, including the Packers and Stockyards Act. 

 What information should I provide? 

Those reporting potential violations of the Packers and Stockyards Act and other competition laws via the 
online portal are asked to submit the following information: 

• The names of companies, individuals, or organizations that are involved, 
• A description of any possible violations of the Packers and Stockyards Act or other federal antitrust 

laws, 
• Examples of the conduct that may violate one or more of these laws, 
• Any other relevant details about the violation, and 
• The names of companies, individuals, or organizations that may be harmed by the alleged violation 

and how they are harmed. 
 What is the process following submission of a complaint or tip? 

Complaints and tips will go through a preliminary review by USDA Packers and Stockyards Division staff and 
Department of Justice staff.  If a complaint raises sufficient concern under the Packers and Stockyards Act or 
antitrust laws, it will be selected for further investigation by the appropriate agency.  This action may lead to 
the opening of a formal investigation. 

USDA or DOJ staff will only contact complainants if additional information is needed.  

 Will my confidentiality be protected? 

Both USDA and DOJ will protect the confidentiality of the complainants to the fullest extent possible under the 
law.  For any information provided, DOJ and USDA will follow their respective Privacy and Confidentiality 
Policies found at: DOJ Confidentiality and USDA Privacy. Packers and Stockyards regulations regarding 
confidentiality also apply: PSD Confidentiality.  DOJ and USDA commit to supporting relevant whistleblower 
protections, including newly applicable protections for criminal antitrust complainants against unlawful 
retaliation. 

To submit an anonymous complaint or tip, complainants or tippers should provide appropriate details but not 
enter their names or contact information.  Neither USDA nor DOJ will be able to contact anonymous 
complainants or tips to obtain additional information that might be needed to evaluate your complaint tip, or to 
engage in future correspondence regarding your complaint or tip.  

Farmers, ranchers, and other producers and growers deserve the benefits of fair and competitive markets for 
their products and services.  This portal is an additional tool to support and protect these individuals who are 
vital to agriculture and our food supply. 

 
Attention all Buyers of Agricultural Products 
It is required that buyers of agricultural products check or register with the Secretary of 
State's Office to determine if there are liens against the Seller of the product.  If a lien is 
found you are required to place the lien holders name on the check as well as that of the 
Seller.  Ag Products include but are not limited to: livestock (including horses), crops 
used for feed (hay, silage, oats, etc.), machinery, equipment and all other 
crops.  Failure to place the lien holder's name on the check may result in civil legal 
action being taken against the Buyer of the product.  Protect yourself as a Buyer! You may contact the 
Secretary of State's Office at 1-307-777-7311. 
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USDA Requests Public Input on Implementation of Inflation 
Reduction Act Funding  
USDA’s Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) will use the investments 
provided through IRA-funded conservation programs to support farmers and ranchers in 
adopting and expanding climate-smart activities and systems. NRCS asks for comments on 
how to target program benefits, quantify impact, and improve program delivery and 
outreach, especially for underserved producers. Comments are due Dec. 21, 2022. NRCS 
will identify immediate changes that can be made in fiscal year 2023 and will continue to 
identify and adopt additional changes in future years.    The Inflation Reduction Act 
provided unprecedented funding levels for several of the existing programs that NRCS implements.  The 
increased funding levels begin in fiscal year 2023 and rapidly build over four years, totaling these additional 
amounts:    

• $8.45 billion – Environmental Quality Incentives Program    
• $3.25 billion – Conservation Stewardship Program   
• $4.95 billion – Regional Conservation Partnership Program    
• $1.4 billion – Agricultural Conservation Easement Program   

$1 billion – Conservation Technical Assistance     Public comments should be submitted through this Federal 
Register notice by Dec. 21, 2022. If you have questions, contact NRCS.IRA.Input@usda.gov.   

 
Save Money on Fuel with No-Till Farming  

How much fuel can farmers save each year by transitioning from conventional tillage to 
continuous no-till? According to a new report from USDA’s Conservation Effects Assessment 
Project (CEAP), 3.6 gallons per acre is a reasonable estimate. With current off-road diesel 
fuel prices, this could translate into approximately $17 per acre saved annually.  

Nearly 87 percent of all cropland acres nationwide are farmed using some form of 
conservation tillage, where tillage is reduced for at least one crop within a given field. 

Continuous no-till accounts for 33 percent of this total.  

Improving soil health is one known benefit of limiting disturbance. Farmers who minimize tillage across their 
operation may reduce soil erosion, maximize water infiltration, improve nutrient cycling, build organic matter, 
and strengthen resilience to disaster events or challenging growing conditions. Based on the latest data, they 
may also use significantly less fuel than with conventional tillage and reduce their associated carbon dioxide 
emissions.  

According to CEAP, farmers who implement conservation tillage practices instead of continuous conventional 
tillage:  

• Reduce potential nationwide fuel use by 763 million gallons of diesel equivalents each year, roughly 
the amount of energy used by 2.8 million households.  

• Reduce potential associated emissions by 8.5 million tons of carbon dioxide (CO2) equivalents each 
year, equivalent to removing nearly 1.7 million gasoline-powered passenger vehicles from the road.  

How is this possible? Annually, farmers who practice continuous no-till use approximately 3.6 fewer gallons of 
fuel per acre than if they practiced continuous conventional tillage. Farmers who practice seasonal no-till – 
farming without tilling for at least one crop – use approximately 3 fewer gallons of fuel per acre than they 
would with conventional tillage year-round.  

Acre by acre, fuel saved is money saved. Let’s assume an average off-road diesel fuel price of $4.75 per 
gallon*. By transitioning from continuous conventional tillage to continuous no-till, a farmer can save just over 
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https://www.farmers.gov/conservation/soil-health?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery


$17 per acre each year in fuel costs. A farmer who transitions from continuous conventional tillage to 
seasonal no-till can save more than $14 per acre on fuel annually. These potential savings are significantly 
larger than with CEAP’s first fuel savings report, primarily due to the current price of diesel fuel.  

The bottom line for farmers: Reducing tillage leads to fuel savings that deliver significant financial benefits 
while building healthier soils for a more resilient operation.  

USDA Can Help  
If you’re a farmer interested in reducing tillage or pursuing other conservation efforts across your operation, 
USDA’s Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) can help. 
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