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• USDA Announces Conservation Reserve Program Signups for 2022 
• FSA Offers Joint Financing Option on Direct Farm Ownership Loans 
• Save Time – Make an Appointment with NRCS 

Laramie County Comments 
Happy February Laramie County Farmers & Ranchers! 

Upcoming signup deadlines: 

• March 11: General Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) 
• March 15: Agricultural Risk Coverage and Price Loss Coverage (ARC/PLC) 
• April 1: Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program for spring-planted crops in Laramie County 
• May 13: Grassland Conservation Reserve Program (GCRP) 

-Laramie County FSA 

The Office will be closed on Monday, February 21st, in observance of the George Washington's birthday 
(President's Day) Holiday.  

-Laramie County FSA & NRCS 
 

USDA Announces Conservation Reserve Program Signups 
for 2022 
Agricultural producers and landowners can sign up soon for the Conservation Reserve Program (CRP), a 
cornerstone conservation program offered by the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) and a key tool in the 
Biden-Harris Administration effort to address climate change and achieve other natural resource benefits. The 
General CRP signup will run from Jan. 31 to March 11, and the Grassland CRP signup will run from April 
4 to May 13.  

Producers and landowners enrolled 4.6 million acres into CRP signups in 2021, including 2.5 million acres in 
the largest Grassland CRP signup in history. There are currently 22.1 million acres enrolled, and FSA is 
aiming to reach the 25.5-million-acre cap statutorily set for fiscal year 2022.  

CRP Signups  

General CRP helps producers and landowners establish long-term, resource-conserving plant species, such 
as approved grasses or trees, to control soil erosion, improve water quality and enhance wildlife habitat on 
cropland.   

Meanwhile, Grassland CRP is a working lands program, helping landowners and operators protect grassland, 
including rangeland and pastureland and certain other lands, while maintaining the areas as working grazing 
lands. Protecting grasslands contributes positively to the economy of many regions, provides biodiversity of 
plant and animal populations and provides important carbon sequestration benefits to deliver lasting climate 
outcomes.   

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ffsa.usda.gov%2F%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=04%7C01%7C%7C33f5c19a0db846b59a6d08d9ed7232e3%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637801897001509181%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=oJdpiaqddT%2BUkzoLW9%2FeVNZ1lPEnLWf5neAgf%2BEPQtI%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.nrcs.usda.gov%2Fwps%2Fportal%2Fnrcs%2Fsite%2Fnational%2Fhome%2F%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=04%7C01%7C%7C33f5c19a0db846b59a6d08d9ed7232e3%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637801897001509181%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=RVIzNWaD4mufZ8pajM7%2F6Li05i0HB5%2BYHNYdVfGjLl4%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Frma.usda.gov%2F%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=04%7C01%7C%7C33f5c19a0db846b59a6d08d9ed7232e3%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637801897001665388%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=cnMFuu34%2BhjwlKvbxAaR0r9xUrc3zK5GgwrgKyEyTwI%3D&reserved=0


Alongside these programs, producers and landowners can enroll acres in Continuous CRP under the ongoing 
sign up, which includes projects available through the Conservation Reserve Enhancement 
Program (CREP) and State Acres for Wildlife Enhancement (SAFE).   

Climate Benefits  

Last year, FSA enacted a Climate-Smart Practice Incentive for CRP General and Continuous 
signups, to better target CRP on addressing climate change. This incentive aims to increase carbon 
sequestration and reduce greenhouse gas emissions. CRP’s climate-smart practices include establishment of 
trees and permanent grasses, development of wildlife habitat and wetland restoration. The Climate-Smart 
Practice Incentive is annual, and the amount is based on the benefits of each practice type.  

Additionally, in order to better target the program toward climate outcomes, USDA invested $10 million last 
year in the CRP Monitoring, Assessment and Evaluation (MAE) program to measure and monitor the soil 
carbon and climate resilience impacts of conservation practices over the life of new CRP contracts. This will 
enable the agency to further refine the program and practices to provide producers tools for increased climate 
resilience.   

More Information on CRP  

Landowners and producers interested in CRP should contact their local USDA Service Center to learn more 
or to apply for the program -- for General CRP before the March 11 deadline, and for Grassland CRP before 
the May 13 deadline. Service Center staff continue to work with agricultural producers via phone, email, and 
other digital tools. Due to the pandemic, some USDA Service Centers are open to limited visitors. Additionally, 
fact sheets and other resources are available at fsa.usda.gov/crp.   

Signed into law in 1985, CRP is one of the largest voluntary private-lands conservation programs in the 
United States. It was originally intended to primarily control soil erosion and potentially stabilize commodity 
prices by taking marginal lands out of production. The program has evolved over the years, providing many 
conservation and economic benefits.   

 
FSA Offers Joint Financing Option on Direct Farm 
Ownership Loans 
The USDA Farm Service Agency’s (FSA) Direct Farm Ownership loans can help farmers and ranchers 
become owner-operators of family farms, improve and expand current operations, increase agricultural 
productivity, and assist with land tenure to save farmland for future generations. 

There are three types of Direct Farm Ownership Loans: regular, down payment and joint financing. FSA also 
offers a Direct Farm Ownership Microloan option for smaller financial needs up to $50,000. 

Joint financing allows FSA to provide more farmers and ranchers with access to capital. FSA lends up to 50 
percent of the total amount financed. A commercial lender, a State program or the seller of the property being 
purchased, provides the balance of loan funds, with or without an FSA guarantee. The maximum loan amount 
for a joint financing loan is $600,000, and the repayment period for the loan is up to 40 years. 

The operation must be an eligible farm enterprise. Farm Ownership loan funds cannot be used to finance 
nonfarm enterprises and all applicants must be able to meet general eligibility requirements. Loan applicants 
are also required to have participated in the business operations of a farm or ranch for at least three years out 
of the 10 years prior to the date the application is submitted. The applicant must show documentation that 
their participation in the business operation of the farm or ranch was not solely as a laborer. 

For more information about farm loans, contact your Platte County USDA Service Center at 307-322-4050 or 
visit fsa.usda.gov. 

http://www.farmers.gov/service-locator?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
http://www.farmers.gov/service-locator?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2Fcrp%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=04%7C01%7C%7C33f5c19a0db846b59a6d08d9ed7232e3%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637801897001665388%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=eT14Sb9j6Qd6BnKXY1nNTNsZ029UUDkDnG1qVkxCSiE%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2Fprograms-and-services%2Ffarm-loan-programs%2Ffarm-ownership-loans%2Findex%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=04%7C01%7C%7C33f5c19a0db846b59a6d08d9ed7232e3%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637801897001665388%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=dy%2FW6i1YjLSQD4HGunrfucHI37IxrQuapMB7EIcgS2c%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2Fprograms-and-services%2Ffarm-loan-programs%2Fmicroloans%2Findex%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=04%7C01%7C%7C33f5c19a0db846b59a6d08d9ed7232e3%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637801897001665388%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=yq2PvyHslprldIbrDpZW1WRSYlDIucowhYId7vI5Gos%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2F%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=04%7C01%7C%7C33f5c19a0db846b59a6d08d9ed7232e3%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637801897001665388%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=Kk7z%2BgfDFTZyx9W38P4k5MIzr6C70tf2EJuoFrTSNe8%3D&reserved=0


 
Save Time – Make an Appointment with NRCS 
Producers are encouraged to call their local NRCS office to schedule an appointment to ensure maximum 
use of their time and to make sure NRCS staff is available to tend to their important business needs. Please 
call your local NRCS office ahead to set an appointment and to discuss any records or documentation that 
might be needed during your appointment. To find your local NRCS office, visit: 
offices.sc.egov.usda.gov/locator/app. 

 

 

Laramie County 
USDA Service Center 

11221A US Hwy 30 
Cheyenne, WY  82009 

 
Phone: 307-772-2314 

Fax: 855-415-3429 

Sherri D. Harvey 
District Director & Acting CED 
307-258-9516 

Mason Peebles 
District Conservationist 
307-274-9397 

FSA Program Technicians: 
Sarah Marquardt 
Karla Warren 
Catelyn Cornils 

NRCS Staff: 
Tyler Therkildsen 
Thomas Tjepkes 

Dixie Mount 
Farm Loan Manager 
307-269-3110 

 

FSA County Committee: 
Theron Anderson 
Dave Bowman 
T.J. Hollingsworth 
Heidi Romsa 

Next County Committee Meeting: 
February 15, 2022 
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