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• Farm Service Agency Now Accepting Nominations for Farmers and Ranchers to Serve on 
Local County Committees 

• Disaster Assistance for 2022 Livestock Forage Losses 
• USDA Advances Food System Transformation with $43 Million for Urban Agriculture and 

Innovation, Adds New Urban County Committees 
• USDA Accepting Applications to Help Cover Costs of Organic, Transitioning Producers 
• Applying for Beginning Farmer Loans 

 
Farm Service Agency Now Accepting Nominations for Farmers 
and Ranchers to Serve on Local County Committees 
The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) Farm Service Agency (FSA) is now accepting nominations for county 
committee members. Elections will occur in Local Administrative Areas LAA2 in Lincoln County. LAAs are elective 
areas for FSA committees in a single county or multi-county jurisdiction. This may include LAAs that are focused on 
an urban or suburban area. 

County committee members make important decisions about how Federal farm programs are administered locally. 
All nomination forms for the 2022 election must be postmarked or received in the local FSA office by Aug. 1, 2022.  

Agricultural producers who participate or cooperate in a USDA program and reside in the LAA that is up for election 
this year, may be nominated for candidacy for the county committee. A cooperating producer is someone who has 
provided information about their farming or ranching operation to FSA, even if they have not applied or received 
program benefits. Individuals may nominate themselves or others and qualifying organizations may also nominate 
candidates. USDA encourages minority producers, women, and beginning farmers or ranchers to nominate, vote and 
hold office.  

Nationwide, more than 7,700 dedicated members of the agricultural community serve on FSA county committees. 
The committees are made up of three to 11 members who serve three-year terms. Producers serving on FSA county 
committees play a critical role in the day-to-day operations of the agency. Committee members are vital to how FSA 
carries out disaster programs, as well as conservation, commodity and price support programs, county office 
employment and other agricultural issues. 

Disaster Assistance for 2022 Livestock Forage Losses 
Producers in Lincoln County are eligible to apply for 2022 Livestock Forage Disaster 
Program (LFP) benefits on native pasture, full season improved pasture, forage sorghum, 
and short season small grains, utilized for grazing.  

LFP provides compensation if you suffer grazing losses for covered livestock due to drought 
on privately owned or cash leased land or fire on federally managed land. 

County committees can only accept LFP applications after notification is received by the National Office of qualifying 
drought or if a federal agency prohibits producers from grazing normal permitted livestock on federally managed 
lands due to qualifying fire.  
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You must complete a CCC-853 and the required supporting documentation no later than January 30, 2023, for 2022 
losses. 

For additional information about LFP, including eligible livestock and fire criteria, contact the Lincoln County USDA 
Service Center at 307-886-9001 x2 or visit fsa.usda.gov. 

 
USDA Advances Food System Transformation with $43 Million 
for Urban Agriculture and Innovation, Adds New Urban County 
Committees 
USDA announced significant investments to support urban agriculture, including $43.1 million 
for grants and cooperative agreements as well as six new urban county committees to help 
deliver key USDA programs to urban producers. These actions support USDA’s efforts to 
strengthen the food supply chain and transform the food system to be fairer, more 
competitive, and more resilient. 

Specifically, USDA is investing $10.2 million in new cooperative agreements to expand 
compost and food waste reduction efforts and $14.2 million in new grants to support the 
development of urban agriculture and innovative production projects. Additionally, $18.7 million will fund 75 worthy 
grant proposals from the 2021 application cycle, which was oversubscribed. 

These investments build on USDA’s Food Systems Transformation Framework unveiled earlier. The goals of 
USDA’s Food System Transformation Framework include: 

· Building a more resilient food supply chain that provides more and better market options for consumers and 
producers while reducing carbon pollution. 

· Creating a fairer food system that combats market dominance and helps producers and consumers gain more 
power in the marketplace by creating new, more and better local market options. 

· Making nutritious food more accessible and affordable for consumers. 

· Emphasizing equity by creating wealth that stays in small towns and underserved communities. 

USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) is also standing up six more urban county committees, which help deliver farm 
loans, disaster assistance, safety net and conservation programs. 

Composting and Food Waste Reduction Cooperative Agreements 

This is the third year of USDA’s Composting and Food Waste Reduction (CFWR) cooperative agreements, and so 
far, USDA has invested $3 million in community composting in urban areas across the country. The $10.2 million to 
be awarded in 2022 will fund pilot projects that develop and implement strategies for municipal compost plans and 
food waste reduction plans. 

Local governments may submit projects that do one or more of the following: 

· generate compost; 

· provide access to compost to farmers; 

· reduce fertilizer use; 

· improve soil quality; 

· encourage waste management and permaculture business development; 

· increase rainwater absorption; reduce municipal food waste; and/or 

· divert food waste from landfills. 
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Priority will be given to projects that anticipate or demonstrate economic benefits, incorporate plans to make compost 
easily accessible to farmers, including community gardeners, integrate other food waste strategies, including food 
recovery efforts and collaborate with multiple partners. Projects should span two years. 

Office of Urban Agriculture and Innovative Production (OUAIP) Grants 

This is also the third year of OUAIP grants, which have already provided more than $7.5 million focused on food 
access, education, business and start-up costs for new farmers, and development of policies related to zoning and 
other needs. The $14.2 million to be awarded in 2022 will support the development of urban agriculture and 
innovative production projects through: 

· Planning Projects that initiate or expand efforts of urban and suburban farmers, gardeners, citizens, government 
officials, schools and other stakeholders to target areas of food access, education, business and start-up costs for 
new farmers, urban forestry, and policies related to zoning and other needs of urban production. 

· Implementation Projects that accelerate urban, indoor and other agricultural practices that serve multiple farmers 
and improve local food access. They may support infrastructure needs, emerging technologies, education and urban 
farming policy implementation. 

How to Apply for Grants and Cooperative Agreements  
Submit applications via grants.gov for Composting and Food Waste Reduction Cooperative Agreements and UAIP 
Grants. Pre-recorded webinars on the purpose, project types, eligibility and basic requirements for submitting 
applications will be posted at usda.gov/urban. Email UrbanAgriculture@usda.gov with any questions. 

Urban County Committees for Urban Agriculture 

The new urban county committee (UCOC) locations are Chicago, Detroit, Grand Rapids, Los Angeles, Brooklyn, and 
Oakland, and they join 11 previously announced urban county committees. The six locations for county committees 
were selected based on a consideration of data that included opportunity for economic growth, diversity, proximity to 
tribal nations, as well as the number of farm-to-table projects, urban farms, community and residential gardens, and 
green infrastructure projects within metropolitan and suburban areas. 

Like rural county committee members, urban committee members make important decisions about how FSA 
programs are administered locally. Each urban and suburban county committee will be composed of three elected 
members who will serve a term of up to three years. Urban farmers who participate in USDA programs in the areas 
selected are encouraged to participate by nominating and voting for themselves or others. 

 
USDA Accepting Applications to Help Cover Costs of Organic, 
Transitioning Producers 
Agricultural producers and handlers who are certified organic, along with producers and handlers who are 
transitioning to organic production, can now apply for the U.S. Department of Agriculture’s (USDA) Organic and 
Transitional Education Certification Program (OTECP) and Organic Certification Cost Share Program (OCCSP), 
which help producers and handlers cover the cost of organic certification, along with other related expenses. 
Applications for OTECP and OCCSP are both due October 31, 2022.  

OTECP covers:   

• Certification costs for organic producers and handlers (25% up to $250 per category).  
• Eligible expenses for transitional producers, including fees for pre-certification inspections and development 

of an organic system plan (75% up to $750).  
• Registration fees for educational events (75% up to $200).  
• Soil testing (75% up to $100).   

Meanwhile, OCCSP covers 50% or up to $500 per category of certification costs in 2022.   

mailto:UrbanAgriculture@usda.gov
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This cost share for certification is available for each of these categories: crops, wild crops, livestock, 
processing/handling and State organic program fees.    

Producers can receive cost share through both OTECP and OCCSP. Both OTECP and OCCSP cover costs incurred 
from October 1, 2021, to September 30, 2022.  Producers have until October 31, 2022 to file applications, and FSA 
will make payments as applications are received.   

To apply, producers and handlers should contact the Farm Service Agency (FSA) at their local USDA Service 
Center. As part of completing the OCCSP applications, producers and handlers will need to provide documentation 
of their organic certification and eligible expenses. Organic producers and handlers may also apply for OCCSP 
through participating State agencies.    

Additional details can be found on the OTECP and OCCSP webpages.  

 
Applying for Beginning Farmer Loans 
The Farm Service Agency (FSA) assists beginning farmers to finance agricultural enterprises. 
Under these designated farm loan programs, FSA can provide financing to eligible applicants 
through either direct or guaranteed loans for operating loan or farm ownership loan purposes. 

FSA defines a beginning farmer as a person who: 

• Has operated a farm for not more than 10 years 
• Will materially and substantially participate in the operation of the farm 
• Agrees to participate in a loan assessment, borrower training and financial management program sponsored 

by FSA 
• Does not own a farm in excess of 30 percent of the county’s average size farm. 

For more information, contact the Lincoln County USDA Service Center at 307-886-9001 x2 or visit 
www.fsa.usda.gov or www.farmers.gov/fund. 
 

 

 

  
USDA Service Center 
625 South Washington St, Ste A  

PO Box 369 Afton, WY 83110 

Phone: 307-886-9001  Fax: 855-415-3426 

County Executive Director 

Dee Harbach 307-226-3035 dee.harbach@usda.gov 

District Conservationist 

Adam Clark 307-226-3037 adam.clark@usda.gov 

Program Technician 

Kresta Hedges 307-226-3034 kresta.hedges@usda.gov 

Rangeland Management Specialist 

Janessa Julson 307-226-3038 janessa.julson@usda.gov 
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Farm Loan Manager  

Brian Harrell 307-240-3199 brian.harrell@usda.gov 
Next County Committee Meeting: TBD 

County Committee  

Kelly Johnson  
Kim Clark  
Deanna Clark 
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