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County Office Message 
Greetings Lincoln County producers! 

Kelly Johnson of Smoot was elected to represent LAA #2.  County Committee 
members are a critical component of the day-to-day operations of FSA.  They help 
deliver programs at the county level and work to serve the needs of local producers. All 
recently elected county committee members will take office in January 2023 and will be 
joining the existing committee. Every FSA office is required to have a county 
committee, and they are made up of local farmers, ranchers and foresters who are 
elected by local producers. 

Thank you Kelly Johnson for your willingness to serve the  

farmers and ranchers of Lincoln County! 

We are approaching the end of the calendar year.  Most Farm Service Agency Programs are calendar year 
programs.  I want to talk about some program deadlines that are just around the corner for those of you with 
applications already in or are needing to get applications in. 

• Loan Deficiency Program – LDP (Wool and Unshorn Pelts) The final availability date for 2022 
LDP’s is January 31st of 2023 

• Livestock Indemnity Program – LIP Application for payment must be filed by 60 calendar days after 
the end of the calendar year in which the losses occur. For 2022, this is March 1, 2023 

• Emergency Assistance for Livestock, Honeybees, and Farm Raised Fish (ELAP) Application for 
payment must be filed by January 30 following the calendar year for which benefits are being 
requested. For 2022, this is January 30, 2023. 

• Livestock Forage Program (LFP) Completed application with all supporting documentation must be 
filed within 30 days after the end of the calendar year in which the grazing loss occurred. For 2022, 
this is January 30, 2023. 

 
USDA Previews Crop and Revenue Loss Assistance 
for Agricultural Producers   
Agriculture Secretary Tom Vilsack today announced plans for additional emergency relief and pandemic 
assistance from the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA). USDA is preparing to roll out the Emergency 
Relief Program (ERP) Phase Two as well as the new Pandemic Assistance Revenue Program (PARP), which 
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are two programs to help offset crop and revenue losses for producers.  USDA is sharing early information to 
help producers gather documents and train front-line staff on the new approach. 

ERP Phase Two will assist eligible agricultural producers who suffered eligible crop losses, measured through 
decreases in revenue, due to wildfires, hurricanes, floods, derechos, excessive heat, winter storms, freeze 
(including a polar vortex), smoke exposure, excessive moisture and qualifying droughts occurring in calendar 
years 2020 and 2021.     

PARP will assist eligible producers of agricultural commodities who experienced revenue decreases in 
calendar year 2020 compared to 2018 or 2019 due to the COVID-19 pandemic. PARP will help address gaps 
in previous pandemic assistance, which was targeted at price loss or lack of market access, rather than 
overall revenue losses.     

Emergency Relief Program Phase Two   

ERP is authorized under the Extending Government Funding and Delivering Emergency Assistance Act, 
which includes $10 billion in assistance to agricultural producers impacted by wildfires, droughts, hurricanes, 
winter storms and other eligible disasters experienced during calendar years 2020 and 2021.    

Phase Two builds on ERP Phase One, which was rolled out in May 2022 and has since paid more than $7.1 
billion to producers who incurred eligible crop losses that were covered by federal crop insurance or Non-
insured Crop Disaster Assistance Program.   

ERP Phase Two includes producers who suffered eligible losses but may not have received program benefits 
in Phase One. To be eligible for Phase Two, producers must have suffered a loss in allowable gross revenue 
as defined in forthcoming program regulations in 2020 or 2021 due to necessary expenses related to losses 
of eligible crops from a qualifying natural disaster event.   

Eligible crops include both traditional insurable commodities and specialty crops that are produced in the 
United States as part of a farming operation and are intended to be commercially marketed. Like other 
emergency relief and pandemic assistance programs, USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) continues to look 
for ways to simplify the process for both staff and producers while reducing the paperwork burden. The 
design of ERP Phase Two is part of that effort. 

In general, ERP Phase Two payments are expected to be based on the difference in certain farm revenue 
between a typical year of revenue as will be specified in program regulations for the producer and the disaster 
year.  ERP Phase Two assistance is targeted to the remaining needs of producers impacted by qualifying 
natural disaster events, while avoiding windfalls or duplicative payments. Details will be available when the 
rule is published later this year.    

Deadline for Emergency Relief Program Phase One  

Producers who are eligible for assistance through ERP Phase One have until Friday, Dec. 16, 2022, to 
contact FSA at their local USDA Service Center to receive program benefits. Going forward, if any additional 
ERP Phase One prefilled applications are generated due to corrections or other circumstances, there will be a 
30-day deadline from the date of notification for that particular application.      

Pandemic Assistance Revenue Program    

PARP is authorized and funded by the Consolidated Appropriations Act of 2021. 

To be eligible for PARP, an agricultural producer must have been in the business of farming during at least 
part of the 2020 calendar year and had a certain threshold decrease in allowable gross revenue for the 2020 
calendar year, as compared to 2018 or 2019. Exact details on the calculations and eligibility will be available 
when the forthcoming rule is published.    

How Producers Can Prepare  
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ERP Phase Two and PARP will use revenue information that is readily available from most tax records. FSA 
encourages producers to have their tax documents from the past few years and supporting materials ready, 
as explained further below. Producers will need similar documentation to what was needed for the 
Coronavirus Food Assistance Program (CFAP) Phase Two, where a producer could use 2018 or 2019 as the 
benchmark year relative to the disaster year.    

In the coming weeks, USDA will provide additional information on how to apply for assistance through ERP 
Phase Two and PARP. In the meantime, producers are encouraged to begin gathering supporting 
documentation including:   

• Schedule F (Form 1040); and  
• Profit or Loss from Farming or similar tax documents for tax years 2018, 2019, 2020, 2021 and 2022 

for ERP and for calendar years 2018, 2019 and 2020 for PARP.    

Producers should also have, or be prepared to have, the following forms on file for both ERP and PARP 
program participation:   

• Form AD-2047, Customer Data Worksheet (as applicable to the program participant);   
• Form CCC-902, Farm Operating Plan for an individual or legal entity;  
• Form CCC-901, Member Information for Legal Entities (if applicable); and   
• Form AD-1026 Highly Erodible Land Conservation (HELC) and Wetland Conservation (WC) 

Certification.   

Most producers, especially those who have previously participated in FSA programs, will likely have these 
required forms on file. However, those who are uncertain or want to confirm should contact FSA at their local 
USDA Service Center.   

In addition to the forms listed above, underserved producers are encouraged to register their status with FSA, 
using Form CCC-860, Socially Disadvantaged, Limited Resource, Beginning and Veteran Farmer or Rancher 
Certification, as certain existing permanent and ad-hoc disaster programs provide increased benefits or 
reduced fees and premiums.  

Through proactive communications and outreach, USDA will keep producers and stakeholders informed as 
program eligibility, application and implementation details unfold. 

 
New Technology Helps Ranchers Maximize Grass 
Production 
One out of every three acres in the U.S. is rangeland. Two-thirds of these are privately 
owned, mainly by ranchers who graze their livestock in the open country of the American 
West. Our rangelands produce premium beef, wool, and dairy. But it’s the plants that feed 
these livestock that are the foundation for profitable agriculture in the West. But ranchers 
haven’t had a good way to measure how their grass is faring — until now. 

The Rangeland Analysis Platform (RAP), developed in partnership with the USDA Natural 
Resources Conservation Service, Bureau of Land Management, and the University of Montana, allows 
producers to track changes in the amount and types of plants growing on their property. 

RAP is a free online resource that provides data on vegetation trends across the West from the mid-1980s to 
the present; and it calculates how productive those plants are. A combination of long-term datasets shows 
landowners how their lands have changed over time, which translates directly into their operation’s 
profitability. 

https://www.farmers.gov/working-with-us/service-center-locator?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery


Farmers in the central and eastern U.S. have been using technology to track changes in crop production for 
decades. As soon as they see that their plant productivity is declining — and revenues following suit — they 
can take steps to address the limitations and boost productivity again. 

RAP provides the same power to ranchers. RAP can show ranchers the gap between their potential 
production and the actual production they realize in terms of pounds-per-acre of grass. It helps landowners 
understand how much they can potentially gain by changing management practices to boost available forage 
and close the gap. 

Landowners can see how their plant production has changed in a single month or over the span of several 
years. The technology can be used to visualize plant productivity in an area as small as a baseball diamond 
or as large as several states. New technology like RAP helps us “help the land” in order to sustain wildlife, 
provide food and fiber, and support agricultural families long into the future. 

 
Disaster Assistance Available for Livestock Losses 

The Livestock Indemnity Program (LIP) provides assistance to you for livestock deaths 
in excess of normal mortality caused by adverse weather, disease and attacks by 
animals reintroduced into the wild by the federal government or protected by federal 
law. 

For disease losses, FSA county committees can accept veterinarian certifications that 
livestock deaths were directly related to adverse weather and unpreventable through 

good animal husbandry and management. 

For 2022 livestock losses, you must file a notice within 30 calendar days of when the loss is first apparent. 
You then must provide the following supporting documentation to your local FSA office no later than 60 
calendar days after the end of the calendar year in which the eligible loss condition occurred. 

• Proof of death documentation 
• Copy of grower’s contracts 
• Proof of normal mortality documentation 

USDA has established normal mortality rates for each type and weight range of eligible livestock, i.e. Adult 
Beef Cow = 1.5% and Non-Adult Beef Cattle (less than 250 pounds) = 5%. These established percentages 
reflect losses that are considered expected or typical under “normal” conditions. 

In addition to filing a notice of loss, you must also submit an application for payment by March 1, 2023. 

For more information, contact the Lincoln County USDA Service Center at 307-886-9001 ex2 or visit 
fsa.usda.gov. 

 
Submit Loan Requests for Financing Early  
The Farm Loan team working on operating loans for spring 2023 and asks potential 
borrowers to submit their requests early so they can be timely processed. The farm 
loan team can help determine which loan programs are best for applicants.  

FSA offers a wide range of low-interest loans that can meet the financial needs of any 
farm operation for just about any purpose. The traditional farm operating and farm 
ownership loans can help large and small farm operations take advantage of early purchasing discounts for 
spring inputs as well expenses throughout the year.  

Microloans are a simplified loan program that will provide up to $50,000 for both Farm Ownership and 
Operating Microloans to eligible applicants. These loans, targeted for smaller and non-traditional operations, 
can be used for operating expenses, starting a new operation, purchasing equipment, and other needs 
associated with a farming operation.  Loans to beginning farmers and members of underserved groups are a 
priority. 
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Other types of loans available include: 

Marketing Assistance Loans allow producers to use eligible commodities as loan collateral and obtain a 9-
month loan while the crop is in storage. These loans provide cash flow to the producer and allow them to 
market the crop when prices may be more advantageous.   

Farm Storage Facility Loans can be used to build permanent structures used to store eligible commodities, 
for storage and handling trucks, or portable or permanent handling equipment. A variety of structures are 
eligible under this loan, including bunker silos, grain bins, hay storage structures, and refrigerated structures 
for vegetables and fruit. A producer may borrow up to $500,000 per loan.   
 

 

 

  

USDA Service Center 
625 South Washington St, Ste A  

PO Box 369 Afton, WY 83110 

Phone: 307-886-9001  Fax: 855-415-3426 

County Executive Director 

Dee Harbach 307-226-3035 dee.harbach@usda.gov 

District Conservationist 

Adam Clark 307-226-3037 adam.clark@usda.gov 

Program Technician 

Kresta Hedges 307-226-3034 
kresta.hedges@usda.gov 

Rangeland Management Specialist 

Janessa Julson 307-226-3038 
janessa.julson@usda.gov 

Farm Loan Manager  

Brian Harrell 307-240-3199 brian.harrell@usda.gov 
 

County Committee  

Kelly Johnson  
Kim Clark  
Deanna Clark 
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