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USDA Reminds Producers to File Crop Acreage Reports 
Agricultural producers who have not yet completed their crop acreage reports after spring 
planting should make an appointment with the Natrona County Farm Service Agency (FSA) 
before the applicable deadline. 

An acreage report documents a crop grown on a farm or ranch and its intended uses. Filing an 
accurate and timely acreage report for all crops and land uses, including failed acreage and prevented planted 
acreage, can prevent the loss of benefits. 

Service Center staff continue to work with agricultural producers via phone, email, and other digital tools. 
Because of the pandemic, some USDA Service Centers are open to limited visitors. Contact the Natrona County 
FSA office to set up an in-person or phone appointment. 

To file a crop acreage report, you will need to provide: 

• Crop and crop type or variety. 
• Intended use of the crop. 
• Number of acres of the crop. 
• Map with approximate boundaries for the crop. 
• Planting date(s). 
• Planting pattern, when applicable. 
• Producer shares. 
• Irrigation practice(s). 
• Acreage prevented from planting, when applicable. 
• Other information as required. 

Acreage Reporting Details 

The following exceptions apply to acreage reporting dates: 

• If the crop has not been planted by the acreage reporting date, then the acreage must be reported no 
later than 15 calendar days after planting is completed. 

• If a producer acquires additional acreage after the acreage reporting date, then the acreage must be 
reported no later than 30 calendar days after purchase or acquiring the lease. Appropriate 
documentation must be provided to the county office. 

Producers should also report crop acreage they intended to plant, but due to natural disaster, were unable to 
plant. Prevented planting acreage must be reported on form CCC-576, Notice of Loss, no later than 15 calendar 
days after the final planting date as established by FSA and USDA’s Risk Management Agency. 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ffsa.usda.gov%2F%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=04%7C01%7C%7C3b4d668eff654a02881608d9f71ddbfb%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637812529885509587%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=Yx9dpdEKcLc4wKWoXZleTvPZ%2BXXLNxYTpy2k8VSfYR4%3D&reserved=0
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Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) policy holders should note that the acreage reporting date 
for NAP-covered crops is the earlier of the dates listed above or 15 calendar days before grazing or harvesting 
of the crop begins. 

More Information 

For questions, please contact the Natrona County FSA office at 1-307-261-5436 Ex2. 
 

Keeping Livestock Inventory Records 
Livestock inventory records are necessary in the event of a natural disaster, so remember to keep them 
updated. 

When disasters strike, the USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA) can help you if you’ve suffered excessive livestock 
death losses and grazing or feed losses due to eligible natural disasters. 

To participate in livestock disaster assistance programs, you’ll be required to provide verifiable documentation of 
death losses resulting from an eligible adverse weather event and must submit a notice of loss to your local FSA 
office within 30 calendar days of when the loss of livestock is apparent. For grazing or feed losses, you must 
submit a notice of loss to your local FSA office within 30 calendar days of when the loss is apparent and should 
maintain documentation and receipts. 

You should record all pertinent information regarding livestock inventory records including: 

• Documentation of the number, kind, type, and weight range of livestock 
• Beginning inventory supported by birth recordings or purchase receipts. 

For more information on documentation requirements, contact your Natrona County USDA Service Center at 
307-261-5436 Ex2 or visit fsa.usda.gov. 

 
Making Your Land More Resilient to Drought 
Now that the 2021 crop year has ended, it’s time to start planning for 2022 and beyond. Many farmers and 
ranchers west of the Mississippi River have had a very difficult year in 2021 due to drought. Those in other areas 
of the country were spared from the worst of the drought this time but may not be as lucky in future years. So, as 
you’re planning for 2022 production, you may want to consider some conservation practices that can help make 
your land and livestock more resilient to drought and help your bottom line.  

USDA’s Natural Resources Conservation Service can help you conserve water and build resilience to drought, 
through conservation practices that improve irrigation efficiency, boost soil health, and manage grazing lands.  

Irrigation Efficiency USDA helps you improve your irrigation efficiency to ensure each drop of water is used 
wisely. Saving water on your farm can help during drought and can offset rising water costs; reduce 
expenditures for energy, chemicals, and labor; and enhance revenues through higher crop yields and improved 
crop quality. Funded conservation practices include conversion to more efficient irrigation systems, such as 
micro-irrigation or subsurface drip irrigation, installation of irrigation pipeline, irrigation water management, 
structures for water control, and flow meters. Tools like drip irrigation, which provides water precisely where and 
when it’s needed, can achieve greater precision with flow meters and soil moisture sensors.  

Soil Health In addition, soil health conservation practices, such as reduced- or no-till, cover crops, mulching and 
residue management can help to make your soil, and the plants you grow or animals you raise, healthier. 
Healthier soil can absorb and retain more water for longer periods of time, making your farm or ranch more 
resilient to drought. Using soil health practices, you can conserve water by increasing your soil’s water-holding 
capacity and use conservation tillage to keep the ground covered, reducing water loss through transpiration and 
evaporation.  

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2F%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=04%7C01%7C%7C3b4d668eff654a02881608d9f71ddbfb%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637812529885509587%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=waI9RH%2BPig56sLpgQmMDTB3neulP%2FNKWhH%2FRKW%2BT3q8%3D&reserved=0


And soil health practices increase organic matter, and each pound of organic matter can hold up to 20 pounds of 
water. Every 1% increase in organic matter results in as much as 25,000 gallons of soil water per acre. Each 1% 
increase in organic matter can also provide up to 30 pounds of more available nitrogen per acre. That means 
less money and time spent on inputs like water and fertilizer, which make your operation more profitable.  

Rotational/Prescribed Grazing, Water Sources for Livestock Drought also impacts grazing lands, and NRCS 
works with you to increase the resilience of your livestock operation. Ranchers can adapt to dry conditions in two 
main ways: increasing the availability and suitability of forage and ensuring that cattle have an adequate and 
reliable source of water. For forage, rotational or prescribed grazing (rotating cattle among pastures) can relieve 
pressure on stressed vegetation and ensure a more consistent supply of forage for animals. NRCS 
conservationists can also work with you to plant more drought-tolerant forage species, plants best suited to local 
soils and conditions. For reliable sources of water, NRCS can help you with installing watering facilities, water 
wells, or water pipeline for livestock. Having available forage and water for livestock can make a big difference in 
difficult drought conditions.  

USDA and NRCS are here for you, helping you recover from drought and prepare for the next one. For more 
information on drought recovery assistance at https://www.farmers.gov/protection-recovery/drought#recovery. 
For more information on conservation practices to make your operation more resilient to drought in future years, 
go to www.nrcs.usda.gov. 

 
FSA Offers Joint Financing Option on Direct Farm 
Ownership Loans 
The USDA Farm Service Agency’s (FSA) Direct Farm Ownership loans can help farmers and ranchers become 
owner-operators of family farms, improve and expand current operations, increase agricultural productivity, and 
assist with land tenure to save farmland for future generations. 

There are three types of Direct Farm Ownership Loans: regular, down payment and joint financing. FSA also 
offers a Direct Farm Ownership Microloan option for smaller financial needs up to $50,000. 

Joint financing allows FSA to provide more farmers and ranchers with access to capital. FSA lends up to 50 
percent of the total amount financed. A commercial lender, a State program or the seller of the property being 
purchased, provides the balance of loan funds, with or without an FSA guarantee. The maximum loan amount 
for a joint financing loan is $600,000, and the repayment period for the loan is up to 40 years. 

The operation must be an eligible farm enterprise. Farm Ownership loan funds cannot be used to finance 
nonfarm enterprises and all applicants must be able to meet general eligibility requirements. Loan applicants are 
also required to have participated in the business operations of a farm or ranch for at least three years out of the 
10 years prior to the date the application is submitted. The applicant must show documentation that their 
participation in the business operation of the farm or ranch was not solely as a laborer. 

For more information about farm loans, contact your Platte County USDA Service Center at 307-322-4050 or 
visit fsa.usda.gov. 

 

 

5880 Enterprise Dr. STE100 
Casper, WY  82609 

   Phone: 307-261-5436 
Fax: 855-415-3428 

https://www.farmers.gov/protection-recovery/drought?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery#recovery
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.nrcs.usda.gov%2F%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=04%7C01%7C%7C3b4d668eff654a02881608d9f71ddbfb%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637812529885509587%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=n4fklA6PXGpeR37wyPXHj5cyzaM7Xixr3N1Qv0Q6QuI%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2Fprograms-and-services%2Ffarm-loan-programs%2Ffarm-ownership-loans%2Findex%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=04%7C01%7C%7C3b4d668eff654a02881608d9f71ddbfb%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637812529885509587%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=f8fz2BXcVDttBytl7IvPcWnUVzSq8IpwKPLfqzrYaBc%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2Fprograms-and-services%2Ffarm-loan-programs%2Fmicroloans%2Findex%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=04%7C01%7C%7C3b4d668eff654a02881608d9f71ddbfb%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637812529885509587%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=hNnv7PWnEfBK5Ftro3MZAPQlDvajh8Od4NKMEeNThks%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2F%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=04%7C01%7C%7C3b4d668eff654a02881608d9f71ddbfb%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637812529885509587%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=waI9RH%2BPig56sLpgQmMDTB3neulP%2FNKWhH%2FRKW%2BT3q8%3D&reserved=0


County Executive Director 

Deena R. McDaniels Deena.mcdaniels@usda.gov 

District Conservationist 

Kenneth Wolfley kenneth.wolfley@usda.gov 

Program Technician 

Wanda K. McLean wanda.mclean@usda.gov 

Rangeland Management Specialist 

Morgan Elsom  
john.elsom@usda.gov 

Part Time Temp  
Kim Furnival  

kim.furnival@usda.gov 
  

County Committee: 
Heather Harlan, Chair 
William Kossert, Vice Chair 
Lee Moore, Member 
Brandi Forgey, Member  
Roy Jarrard, Alternate  

Next COC Meeting: TBA 

  

  

  

 

mailto:Deena.mcdaniels@usda.gov
mailto:kenneth.wolfley@usda.gov
mailto:wanda.mclean@usda.gov
mailto:john.elsom@usda.gov
mailto:kim.furnival@usda.gov

	USDA Reminds Producers to File Crop Acreage Reports
	Keeping Livestock Inventory Records
	Making Your Land More Resilient to Drought
	FSA Offers Joint Financing Option on Direct Farm Ownership Loans

