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FSA Encourages Farmers and Ranchers to Vote in County 
Committee Elections  
The 2022 Farm Service Agency County Committee Elections will begin on Nov. 1, 2022, when ballots are 
mailed to eligible voters. The deadline to return ballots to local FSA offices, or to be postmarked, is Dec. 5, 
2022. 

County committee members are an important component of the operations of FSA and provide a link between 
the agricultural community and USDA. Farmers and ranchers elected to county committees help deliver FSA 
programs at the local level, applying their knowledge and judgment to make decisions on commodity price 
support programs, conservation programs, incentive indemnity and disaster programs for some commodities, 
emergency programs and eligibility. FSA committees operate within official regulations designed to carry out 
federal laws. 

To be an eligible voter, farmers and ranchers must participate or cooperate in an FSA program. A person who 
is not of legal voting age but supervises and conducts the farming operations of an entire farm, may also be 
eligible to vote. 

Eligible voters in local administrative areas 3 (Natrona) and 2 (Converse) who do not receive a ballot can 
obtain one from their local USDA Service Center. 

Newly elected committee members will take office Jan. 1, 2023. 

The candidates in this year’s election are: 

William Kossert is nominated in LAA 1, Natrona, to serve as a COC member for a 3-year term beginning 
January 1, 2023. 

Bill ranches and farms in LAA1. He has managed a cattle ranch and raised hay and grain for 45 years.   

Bill is a member of Farm Bureau and has been the President of the Poison Spider Improvement and Service 
District for 9 years. 

Bill is willing to serve if elected. 

Mitch Falkenburg, is running to fill the COC Committee Seat for LAA 5, Converse, to serve a three-year term 
beginning January 1, 2023. 

Mitch is fourth generation operator of their family ranch in southern Converse County. Along with his family, 
they run a cow/calf, stocker/yearling operation and over the last two decades, have diversified into private 
treaty beef sales.  
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They raise alfalfa and native grass hay with some oat hay production as a rotational crop, mainly for personal 
use. He currently sits on the Converse County Fair Board and is the acting treasurer.  

Mitch would be pleased to serve on the COC Committee if elected.  

 
NAP SIGN UP 2023 
The USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA) reminds producers to review available USDA 
crop risk protection options, including federal crop insurance and Noninsured Crop 
Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) coverage before the crop deadline of December 1, 
2022. 

Federal crop insurance covers crop losses from natural adversities such as drought, 
hail and excessive moisture. NAP covers losses from natural disasters on crops for which no permanent 
federal crop insurance program is available, including perennial grass forage and grazing crops. 

Producers can determine if crops are eligible for federal crop insurance or NAP by visiting 
https://webapp.rma.usda.gov/apps/ActuarialInformationBrowser2018/CropCriteria.aspx.   

For all coverage levels, the NAP service fee is the lesser of $325 per crop or $825 per producer per county, 
not to exceed a total of $1,950 for a producer with farming interests in multiple counties.   Beginning, 
underserved, veterans and limited resource farmers are now eligible for free catastrophic level coverage. 

Federal crop insurance coverage is sold and delivered solely through private insurance agents. Agent lists are 
available at all USDA Service Centers or at USDA’s online Agent Locator: 
http://prodwebnlb.rma.usda.gov/apps/AgentLocator/#. Producers can use the USDA Cost Estimator, 
https://ewebapp.rma.usda.gov/apps/costestimator/Default.aspx, to predict insurance premium costs. 

For more information on NAP, service fees, sales deadlines, contact the Natrona/Converse County FSA office 
at 307-261-5436 or visit the web at www.fsa.usda.gov/nap. 

 
Filter Strips Capture Nutrients & Sediment at Edge of Farm 
Fields 
Healthy soil and plentiful nutrients are key ingredients to productive farms and ranches. But when they move 
off farms and ranches, they can harm streams and rivers. High concentrations of nutrients in water, such as 
nitrogen and phosphorus, can be harmful to humans, animals and plants. When the runaway nutrients reach 
estuaries, they can lead to hypoxic zones, or oxygen-depleted waters. 

You can take proactive steps to keep nutrients and soil in their proper places – on the land and out of 
waterways. Many producers implement filter strips – a belt of plants – at the edge of crop fields and pastures. 
Producers station these strips in environmentally sensitive areas on a farm or ranch, especially near ditches 
and other waterways. The strips slow the speed of water flowing over fields following a rainstorm, allowing for 
the plants to capture sediment and nutrients. The best plants for filter strips have stiff stems and are dense 
near the ground. 

Filter strips not only help the environment, but they can help the producer, too. They provide habitat for wildlife 
and pollinators. It’s always helpful to lure pollinators, such as bees and butterflies, to a farm because the more 
pollinators – the better the harvest. 

NRCS can help you incorporate conservation practices like filter strips on your farm or ranch.  For more 
information, visit nrcs.usda.gov. 
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Reminders for FSA Direct and Guaranteed Borrowers with 
Real Estate Security 
Farm loan borrowers who have pledged real estate as security for their Farm Service Agency (FSA) direct or 
guaranteed loans are responsible for maintaining loan collateral. Borrowers must obtain prior consent or 
approval from FSA or the guaranteed lender for any transaction that affects real estate security. These 
transactions include, but are not limited to: 

• Leases of any kind 
• Easements of any kind 
• Subordinations 
• Partial releases 
• Sales 

Failure to meet or follow the requirements in the loan agreement, promissory note, and other security 
instruments could lead to nonmonetary default which could jeopardize your current and future loans. 

It is critical that borrowers keep an open line of communication with their FSA loan staff or guaranteed lender 
when it comes to changes in their operation. For more information on borrower responsibilities, read Your 
FSA Farm Loan Compass. 

 

 

  

USDA Service Center 
5880 Enterprise Dr. STE100 

Casper, WY  82609   

Phone: 307-261-5436  
Fax: 855-415-3428 

County Executive Director 

Deena R. McDaniels 
Deena.mcdaniels@usda.gov 

District Conservationist 

Kenneth Wolfley 
kenneth.wolfley@usda.gov 

Program Technician 

Wanda K. McLean 
wanda.mclean@usda.gov 

Rangeland Management Specialist 

Morgan Elsom  
john.elsom@usda.gov 

Part Time Temp  
 
Kim Furnival 
kim.furnival@usda.gov 

County Committee:  
Heather Harlan, Chair  
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William Kossert, Vice Chair 
Lee Moore, Member  
Brandi Forgey, Member  
Roy Jarrard, Alternate  

Next COC Meeting: 
December 6, 2022   
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