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Niobrara County Notes 
Greetings Niobrara County Farmers and Ranchers! 

A General CRP Signup began January 31, 2022, and runs through March 11, 2022. 
For more information about the Conservation Reserve Program and the signup 
process, please read the article below. 

We’re close to wrapping up the signup process for 2022 ARC/PLC contracts, the 
deadline being March 15, 2022, so if you haven’t signed your 2022 contract(s) yet, 
please check with the office about doing so. 

The deadline to obtain coverage on spring seeded crops is April 1, 2022. NAP coverage is intended for crops that 
aren’t covered by Federal Crop Insurance. Please be sure to check with the FSA office to see if a particular crop 
you are interested in covering is eligible for NAP or FCIC. 

Again, another reminder about anyone who might endure livestock losses this winter. Please be sure to document 
the weather conditions responsible for your losses, document the losses themselves, and always remember to call 
the office to notify us you’ve lost livestock due to inclement weather. Please don’t wait until you’ve had multiple 
losses due to multiple events to notify the office. As for documentation, your personal records in a diary or calving 
book, along with pictures can go a long way in supporting an application. 

As we head towards spring, we hope everyone has a successful calving and lambing season, while we also hope 
that we have some moisture headed our way going into the 2022 growing season! 

Please call the office to make an appointment for any visits you plan to make to the office. Thank you! 

-Niobrara County FSA Staff 

  

Please note the following important dates and deadlines:  
March 15, 2022 – Deadline to file ARC/PLC contract for 2022 

April 1, 2022 – Deadline to purchase 2022 NAP coverage on spring seeded crops 

July 15, 2022 – Acreage reporting deadline for perennial and spring seeded crops 

Within 15 days of noticing crop loss – File NAP Notice of Loss 

Within 30 days of noticing livestock, pasture, or feed loss – File LIP/ELAP Notice of Loss 
 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ffsa.usda.gov%2F%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=04%7C01%7C%7Cc58e767e7b754ab8861308d9f6e6e172%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637812293753034129%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=KVQvLR4cXWhSceJn4eDrYOyrFmn7AzwOSsshzxtHAWQ%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.nrcs.usda.gov%2Fwps%2Fportal%2Fnrcs%2Fsite%2Fnational%2Fhome%2F%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=04%7C01%7C%7Cc58e767e7b754ab8861308d9f6e6e172%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637812293753034129%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=JS%2B8faWQJrFbpoMH8L016X1ri5JELpG5lzhw%2FvodtkM%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Frma.usda.gov%2F%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=04%7C01%7C%7Cc58e767e7b754ab8861308d9f6e6e172%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637812293753034129%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=LGd6fI3GBsNwxwJE43vpdbpjslKIe1Q%2BFB7Fx5X5pJg%3D&reserved=0


USDA Announces Conservation Reserve Program Signups for 
2022 
Agricultural producers and landowners can sign up soon for the Conservation Reserve Program (CRP), a 
cornerstone conservation program offered by the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) and a key tool in the 
Biden-Harris Administration effort to address climate change and achieve other natural resource benefits. The 
General CRP signup will run from Jan. 31 to March 11, and the Grassland CRP signup will run from April 
4 to May 13.  

Producers and landowners enrolled 4.6 million acres into CRP signups in 2021, including 2.5 million acres in the 
largest Grassland CRP signup in history. There are currently 22.1 million acres enrolled, and FSA is aiming to 
reach the 25.5-million-acre cap statutorily set for fiscal year 2022.  

CRP Signups  

General CRP helps producers and landowners establish long-term, resource-conserving plant species, such as 
approved grasses or trees, to control soil erosion, improve water quality and enhance wildlife habitat on cropland.   

Meanwhile, Grassland CRP is a working lands program, helping landowners and operators protect grassland, 
including rangeland and pastureland and certain other lands, while maintaining the areas as working grazing lands. 
Protecting grasslands contributes positively to the economy of many regions, provides biodiversity of plant and 
animal populations and provides important carbon sequestration benefits to deliver lasting climate outcomes.   

Alongside these programs, producers and landowners can enroll acres in Continuous CRP under the ongoing sign 
up, which includes projects available through the Conservation Reserve Enhancement Program (CREP) and State 
Acres for Wildlife Enhancement (SAFE).   

Climate Benefits  

Last year, FSA enacted a Climate-Smart Practice Incentive for CRP General and Continuous 
signups, to better target CRP on addressing climate change. This incentive aims to increase carbon sequestration 
and reduce greenhouse gas emissions. CRP’s climate-smart practices include establishment of trees and 
permanent grasses, development of wildlife habitat and wetland restoration. The Climate-Smart Practice Incentive 
is annual, and the amount is based on the benefits of each practice type.  

Additionally, in order to better target the program toward climate outcomes, USDA invested $10 million last year in 
the CRP Monitoring, Assessment and Evaluation (MAE) program to measure and monitor the soil carbon and 
climate resilience impacts of conservation practices over the life of new CRP contracts. This will enable the agency 
to further refine the program and practices to provide producers tools for increased climate resilience.   

More Information on CRP  

Landowners and producers interested in CRP should contact their local USDA Service Center to learn more or to 
apply for the program -- for General CRP before the March 11 deadline, and for Grassland CRP before the May 
13 deadline. Service Center staff continue to work with agricultural producers via phone, email, and other digital 
tools. Due to the pandemic, some USDA Service Centers are open to limited visitors. Additionally, fact sheets and 
other resources are available at fsa.usda.gov/crp.   

Signed into law in 1985, CRP is one of the largest voluntary private-lands conservation programs in the United 
States. It was originally intended to primarily control soil erosion and potentially stabilize commodity prices by taking 
marginal lands out of production. The program has evolved over the years, providing many conservation and 
economic benefits.   

 

http://www.farmers.gov/service-locator?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
http://www.farmers.gov/service-locator?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2Fcrp%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=04%7C01%7C%7Cc58e767e7b754ab8861308d9f6e6e172%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637812293753034129%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=ljd6DT6UkHttSZKLS6AYyZ8yqtjRPLJBo1ysDKDUge8%3D&reserved=0


Niobrara County Producers Urged to Consider NAP Risk 
Protection Coverage Before Crop Sales Deadlines 
The USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA) encourages you to review available USDA crop risk protection options, 
including federal crop insurance and Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) coverage, before the 
crop deadline of April 1st. 

Federal crop insurance covers crop losses from natural adversities such as drought, hail and excessive moisture. 
NAP covers losses from natural disasters on crops for which no permanent federal crop insurance program is 
available. 

The following crops in Niobrara County have a NAP application deadline of April 1st: Spring Seeded Crops 

You can determine if crops are eligible for federal crop insurance or NAP by visiting the RMA website. 

NAP offers higher levels of coverage, from 50 to 65 percent of expected production in 5 percent increments, at 100 
percent of the average market price. Producers of organics and crops marketed directly to consumers also may 
exercise the “buy-up” option to obtain NAP coverage of 100 percent of the average market price at the coverage 
levels of between 50 and 65 percent of expected production. NAP basic coverage is available at 55 percent of the 
average market price for crop losses that exceed 50 percent of expected production.    

For all coverage levels, the NAP service fee is the lesser of $325 per crop or $825 per producer per county, not to 
exceed a total of $1,950 for a producer with farming interests in multiple counties.   

Beginning, underserved, veterans and limited resource farmers are now eligible for free catastrophic level 
coverage. 

Federal crop insurance coverage is sold and delivered solely through private insurance agents. Agent lists are 
available at all USDA Service Centers or at USDA’s online Agent Locator. You can use the USDA Cost Estimator to 
predict insurance premium costs. 

For more information on NAP, service fees, sales deadlines, contact your Niobrara County USDA Service Center at 
307-334-2953 or visit fsa.usda.gov. 

 
Five Facts About the United States Drought Monitor 
This is likely no surprise to you, but drought persists across the western U.S. and is intensifying in some areas. No 
geographic area is immune to the potential of drought at any given time. The U.S. Drought Monitor provides a 
weekly drought assessment, and it plays an important role in USDA programs that help farmers and ranchers 
recover from drought. 

Fact #1 - Numerous agencies use the Drought Monitor to inform drought-related decisions. 

The map identifies areas of drought and labels them by intensity on a weekly basis. It categorizes the entire country 
as being in one of six levels of drought. The first two, None and Abnormally Dry (D0), are not considered to be 
drought. The next four describe increasing levels of drought: Moderate (D1), Severe (D2), Extreme (D3) and 
Exceptional (D4).  

While many entities consult the Drought Monitor for drought information, drought declarations are made by 
federal, state and local agencies that may or may not use the Drought Monitor to inform their decisions. Some of 
the ways USDA uses it to determine a producer’s eligibility for certain drought assistance programs, like 
the Livestock Forage Disaster Program and Emergency Haying or Grazing on Conservation Reserve Program 
acres and to “fast-track” Secretarial drought disaster designations.  

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwebapp.rma.usda.gov%2Fapps%2FActuarialInformationBrowser2018%2FCropCriteria.aspx%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=04%7C01%7C%7Cc58e767e7b754ab8861308d9f6e6e172%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637812293753034129%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=ZMvCrOnzPKaFMx6bGY%2BbZrYVbZjnm2J0wf37BeEFNWw%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fprodwebnlb.rma.usda.gov%2Fapps%2FAgentLocator%2F%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=04%7C01%7C%7Cc58e767e7b754ab8861308d9f6e6e172%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637812293753034129%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=8mwzpT%2B4oRmvrECZhmXyaIzTv%2FFasOY9eHgXXvniarI%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fewebapp.rma.usda.gov%2Fapps%2Fcostestimator%2FDefault.aspx%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=04%7C01%7C%7Cc58e767e7b754ab8861308d9f6e6e172%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637812293753034129%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=4wwEbAzgWEg1XL%2FGe6ceChC7HShBvRbsAFrsi4N%2FL7k%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2F%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=04%7C01%7C%7Cc58e767e7b754ab8861308d9f6e6e172%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637812293753034129%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=bL7265aVxr6HhCknwSO5aR%2BAQSacpk022tKu13jY%2FK0%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdroughtmonitor.unl.edu%2F%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=04%7C01%7C%7Cc58e767e7b754ab8861308d9f6e6e172%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637812293753034129%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=vTjzYq59w4ApiJZZpB1Evq%2Fzii3VIrXbq45BcvuA8BU%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdrought.unl.edu%2Fdroughtplanning%2FInfobyState.aspx%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=04%7C01%7C%7Cc58e767e7b754ab8861308d9f6e6e172%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637812293753034129%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=GA8Ms%2B0O9%2BYjeaA05NHsymz92djB8dEDGXSGzH5HkXI%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2Fprograms-and-services%2Fdisaster-assistance-program%2Findex%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=04%7C01%7C%7Cc58e767e7b754ab8861308d9f6e6e172%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637812293753034129%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=%2BsXaXnApnWoIRNqZJ2DY8rZiCsHofpGB%2FND5D2eX2Kc%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2Fprograms-and-services%2Fdisaster-assistance-program%2Flivestock-forage%2Findex%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=04%7C01%7C%7Cc58e767e7b754ab8861308d9f6e6e172%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637812293753034129%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=tXqnrPVkEi223moZHt53Rx7HyRRbdorJ4EAyhOv3Gx0%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2FAssets%2FUSDA-FSA-Public%2Fusdafiles%2FFactSheets%2Fcrp_haying_grazing_factsheet.pdf%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=04%7C01%7C%7Cc58e767e7b754ab8861308d9f6e6e172%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637812293753034129%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=ARtpczfcmqpOM9sMndX02Lra6L3ysrSAgxO1ytOVrB0%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2FAssets%2FUSDA-FSA-Public%2Fusdafiles%2FFactSheets%2Fcrp_haying_grazing_factsheet.pdf%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=04%7C01%7C%7Cc58e767e7b754ab8861308d9f6e6e172%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637812293753034129%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=ARtpczfcmqpOM9sMndX02Lra6L3ysrSAgxO1ytOVrB0%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2Fprograms-and-services%2Fdisaster-assistance-program%2Fdisaster-designation-information%2Findex%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=04%7C01%7C%7Cc58e767e7b754ab8861308d9f6e6e172%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637812293753034129%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=7cSFS1Ypy0llnjgD8FnVHbRyU%2FhxhmPa3ICTXh7NYYk%3D&reserved=0


Fact #2 - U.S. Drought Monitor is made with more than precipitation data. 

When you think about drought, you probably think about water, or the lack of it. Precipitation plays a major role in 
the creation of the Drought Monitor, but the map’s author considers numerous indicators, including drought 
impacts and local insight from over 450 expert observers around the country. Authors use several dozen indicators 
to assess drought, including precipitation, streamflow, reservoir levels, temperature and evaporative demand, soil 
moisture and vegetation health. Because the drought monitor depicts both short and long‐term drought conditions, 
the authors must look at data for multiple timeframes. The final map produced each week represents a summary of 
the story being told by all the pieces of data. To help tell that story, authors don’t just look at data. They converse 
over the course of the map-making week with experts across the country and draw information about drought 
impacts from media reports and private citizens. 

Fact #3 - A real person, using real data, updates the map. 

Each week’s map author, not a computer, processes and analyzes data to update the drought monitor. The map 
authors are trained climatologists or meteorologists from the National Drought Mitigation Center at the University of 
Nebraska-Lincoln (the academic partner and website host of the Drought Monitor), the National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration and USDA. The author’s job is to do what a computer can’t – use their expertise to 
reconcile the sometimes-conflicting stories told by each stream of data into a single assessment. 

Fact #4 - The Drought Monitor provides a current snapshot, not a forecast. 

The Drought Monitor is a “snapshot” of conditions observed during the most recent week and builds off the previous 
week’s map. The map is released on Thursdays and depicts conditions based on data for the week that ended the 
preceding Tuesday. Rain that falls on the Wednesday just before the USDM’s release won’t be reflected until the 
next map is published. This provides a consistent, week‐to‐week product and gives the author a window to assess 
the data and come up with a final map. 

Fact #5 – Your input can be part of the drought-monitoring process. 

State climatologists and other trained observers in the drought monitoring network relay on-the-ground information 
from numerous sources to the US Drought monitor author each week. That can include information that you 
contribute. 

The Drought Monitor serves as a trigger for multiple forms of federal disaster relief for agricultural producers, and 
sometimes producers contact the author to suggest that drought conditions in their area are worse than what the 
latest drought monitor shows. When the author gets a call like that, it prompts them to look closely at all available 
data for that area, to see whether measurements of precipitation, temperature, soil moisture and other indicators 
corroborate producer-submitted reports. This is the process that authors follow whether they receive one report or 
one hundred reports, although reports from more points may help state officials and others know where to look for 
impacts. 

There are multiple ways to contribute your observations: 

1. Talk to your state climatologist - Find the current list at the American Association of State 
Climatologists website. 

2. Email - Emails sent to droughtmonitor@unl.edu inform the USDM authors. 
3. Become a CoCoRaHS observer - Submit drought reports along with daily precipitation observations to 

the Community Collaborative Rain, Hail & Snow Network. 
4. Submit Condition Monitoring Observer Reports (CMOR) - go.unl.edu/CMOR. 

For more information, read our Ask the Expert blog with a NDMC climatologist or visit farmers.gov/protection-
recovery. 

 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.droughtmanagement.info%2Ffind%2Fguidelines-tools%2Fhandbook-drought-indicators-and-indices%2F%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=04%7C01%7C%7Cc58e767e7b754ab8861308d9f6e6e172%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637812293753190342%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=0axpS2hbz4Beu3iMKCaFIXm8uKs5rIcGKcJVzQhx0Gs%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdroughtimpacts.unl.edu%2F%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=04%7C01%7C%7Cc58e767e7b754ab8861308d9f6e6e172%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637812293753190342%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=gIO9TY3t1pAkJbLP6jL%2BtSqVL1LnfZ6CaAwAS3VFQhY%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdroughtimpacts.unl.edu%2F%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=04%7C01%7C%7Cc58e767e7b754ab8861308d9f6e6e172%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637812293753190342%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=gIO9TY3t1pAkJbLP6jL%2BtSqVL1LnfZ6CaAwAS3VFQhY%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdroughtmonitor.unl.edu%2FAbout%2FContactUs.aspx%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=04%7C01%7C%7Cc58e767e7b754ab8861308d9f6e6e172%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637812293753190342%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=tswr99FnOUiIAXVbTydiprbSRSD3yFXIvGlxa%2FqJPuQ%3D&reserved=0
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FSA Offers Joint Financing Option on Direct Farm Ownership 
Loans 
The USDA Farm Service Agency’s (FSA) Direct Farm Ownership loans can help farmers and ranchers become 
owner-operators of family farms, improve and expand current operations, increase agricultural productivity, and 
assist with land tenure to save farmland for future generations. 

There are three types of Direct Farm Ownership Loans: regular, down payment and joint financing. FSA also offers 
a Direct Farm Ownership Microloan option for smaller financial needs up to $50,000. 

Joint financing allows FSA to provide more farmers and ranchers with access to capital. FSA lends up to 50 percent 
of the total amount financed. A commercial lender, a State program or the seller of the property being purchased, 
provides the balance of loan funds, with or without an FSA guarantee. The maximum loan amount for a joint 
financing loan is $600,000, and the repayment period for the loan is up to 40 years. 

The operation must be an eligible farm enterprise. Farm Ownership loan funds cannot be used to finance nonfarm 
enterprises and all applicants must be able to meet general eligibility requirements. Loan applicants are also 
required to have participated in the business operations of a farm or ranch for at least three years out of the 10 
years prior to the date the application is submitted. The applicant must show documentation that their participation 
in the business operation of the farm or ranch was not solely as a laborer. 

For more information about farm loans, contact your Platte County USDA Service Center at 307-322-4050 or visit 
fsa.usda.gov. 

 

 

  
 Niobrara County USDA Service Center 

905 South Main St 
Lusk, WY 82225 

Phone: 307-334-2953 
FSA - Ext. 2  -  NRCS - Ext. 3 

Fax: 855-415-3433 

FARM SERVICE AGENCY 
PO Box 720 
Lusk, WY 82225 

County Executive Director 
Lori Meier 
lori.meier@usda.gov 
 
Program Technicians 
Kimberly Nusbaum 
kimberly.nusbaum@usda.gov 
 
Sarah Nelson 
Sarah.Nelson2@usda.gov 

NATURAL RESOURCES CONSERVATION SERVICE 
PO Box 659 
Lusk, WY 82225 
 
District Conservationist 
Clint Anderson 
clint.anderson@usda.gov 
 
Rangeland Management Specialist 
Riley Cameron 
Riley.Cameron@usda.gov 
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County Committee 
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Carol Geisinger, COC Advisor 
 
Next County Committee Meeting: 
March 17, 2022 
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