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Niobrara County FSA Notes 
Greetings Niobrara County Farmers and Ranchers! 

A Grassland CRP Signup is currently open – the deadline to submit an offer is May 13, 
2022. For more information about the Conservation Reserve Program and the signup 
process, please contact the Niobrara County FSA Office or visit fsa.usda.gov/crp for more 
information.   

If you noticed an additional disbursement to your account in the past month, we did distribute more money out in 
the form of Emergency Livestock Relief Program (ELRP) payments. Phase One of ELRP distributed additional 
money out to producers who applied for the Livestock Forage Program (LFP) for drought in 2021. These additional 
payments were a percentage of the original gross payment of the LFP payments on approved applications. Please 
read the article below for more information!  
 
There are also additional provisions that have been added to the Emergency Livestock Assistance Program (ELAP) 
to include hauling livestock to feed for 2021 losses. IF you hauled livestock to feed due to the drought in 2021, 
please contact the office!  
 
Please remember the acreage report deadline for 2022 crops is July 15, 2022, so as you complete your spring 
planting, please make an appointment with the office to report your acres, so that you remain in compliance with the 
many FSA programs that require an acreage report. If you don’t plan to plant anything, please still contact the office 
to complete your report timely. As always, please be sure to let the office know about any changes to your 
operation!   

Please help reduce the burden on FSA staff by making an appointment prior to visiting the office, so that you can 
be prepared for your visit and we can be prepared for you as well. 

Thank you! 
 
Continued prayers for moisture! 

-Niobrara County FSA Staff 

  

Please note the following important dates and deadlines:  
May 13, 2022 – Deadline to submit a Grassland CRP offer 

May 30, 2022  - OFFICE CLOSED – Memorial Day Holiday 

July 15, 2022 – Acreage reporting deadline for perennial, spring seeded crops, & CRP 

Within 15 days of noticing crop loss – File NAP Notice of Loss 

Within 30 days of noticing livestock, pasture, or feed loss – File LIP/ELAP Notice of Loss 
 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ffsa.usda.gov%2F%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=05%7C01%7C%7Cc434c32b5c6d465210de08da24b3d1ae%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637862652090467824%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=sSbj2pXFkRFvF%2BvZtSMi5BsV9pSYSB9PsZebOwYX%2FU4%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.nrcs.usda.gov%2Fwps%2Fportal%2Fnrcs%2Fsite%2Fnational%2Fhome%2F%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=05%7C01%7C%7Cc434c32b5c6d465210de08da24b3d1ae%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637862652090624512%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=N0emrUjpd%2Fq10VnJQZeIvLddxEZ2bwXsmbnvDqTF%2Fhg%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Frma.usda.gov%2F%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=05%7C01%7C%7Cc434c32b5c6d465210de08da24b3d1ae%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637862652090624512%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=z0JstP0vX%2BXPUZLAC%2FZDNvYFKt0c06%2Bg9Dyfyhx7SKY%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2Fcrp%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=05%7C01%7C%7Cc434c32b5c6d465210de08da24b3d1ae%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637862652090624512%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=K0pJBDOyKoCTSuBkmeoQ7AnciK0Qekl6K5IaOJpdrFk%3D&reserved=0


Grassland CRP 
The Grassland Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) is part of the CRP program, a federally funded voluntary 
program that contracts with agricultural producers so that environmentally sensitive agricultural land is not farmed 
or ranched, but instead used for conservation benefits. FSA provides participants with rental payments and cost-
share assistance. Contract duration is 10 or 15 years. Grassland CRP helps landowners and operators protect 
grassland, including rangeland, and pastureland, and certain other lands, while maintaining the areas as grazing 
lands. 

The program emphasizes support for grazing operations, plant and animal biodiversity, and grassland and land 
containing shrubs and forbs under the greatest threat of conversion. Grassland CRP is reauthorized by the 2018 
Farm Bill. 

The Grassland CRP signup runs from April 4, 2022 to May 13, 2022. 
 
Please contact the Niobrara County FSA Office for more information at 307-334-2953, Ext. 2. 

 
USDA to Provide Payments to Livestock Producers Impacted 
by Drought or Wildfire   
The U.S Department of Agriculture (USDA) announced that ranchers who have approved applications through the 
2021 Livestock Forage Disaster Program (LFP) for forage losses due to severe drought or wildfire in 2021 will soon 
begin receiving emergency relief payments for increases in supplemental feed costs in 2021 through the Farm 
Service Agency’s (FSA) new Emergency Livestock Relief Program (ELRP). 
 
Background   
 
On September 30, 2021, President Biden signed into law the Extending Government Funding and Delivering 
Emergency Assistance Act (P.L. 117-43). This Act includes $10 billion in assistance to agricultural producers 
impacted by wildfires, droughts, hurricanes, winter storms and other eligible disasters experienced during calendar 
years 2020 and 2021. Additionally, the Act specifically targets $750 million to provide assistance to livestock 
producers for losses incurred due to drought or wildfires in calendar year 2021. ELRP is part of FSA’s 
implementation of the Act. 
 
For impacted producers, USDA will leverage LFP data to deliver immediate relief for increases in supplemental 
feed costs in 2021. LFP is an important tool that provides up to 60% of the estimated replacement feed cost when 
an eligible drought adversely impacts grazing lands or 50% of the monthly feed cost for the number of days the 
producer is prohibited from grazing the managed rangeland because of a qualifying wildfire.   
 
FSA received more than 100,000 applications totaling nearly $670 million in payments to livestock producers under 
LFP for the 2021 program year. 
 
Congress recognized requests for assistance beyond this existing program and provided specific funding for 
disaster-impacted livestock producers in 2021.    

ELRP Eligibility – Phase One   
 
To be eligible for an ELRP payment under phase one of program delivery, livestock producers must have suffered 
grazing losses in a county rated by the U.S. Drought Monitor as having a D2 (severe drought) for eight consecutive 
weeks or a D3 (extreme drought) or higher level of drought intensity during the 2021 calendar year, and have 
applied and been approved for 2021 LFP. Additionally, producers whose permitted grazing on federally managed 
lands was disallowed due to wildfire are also eligible for ELRP payments, if they applied and were approved for 
2021 LFP.  

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2Fprograms-and-services%2Femergency-relief%2Findex%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=05%7C01%7C%7Cc434c32b5c6d465210de08da24b3d1ae%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637862652090624512%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=JjqCMSJ4NJArWl6K1AzKauHHsAQpT%2F8pd5hJ%2BBllVEM%3D&reserved=0


ELRP Payment Calculation – Phase One   

To further expedite payments to eligible livestock producers, determine eligibility, and calculate an ELRP phase one 
payment, FSA will utilize livestock inventories and drought-affected forage acreage or restricted animal units and 
grazing days due to wildfire already reported by the producer when they submitted a 2021 CCC-853, Livestock 
Forage Disaster Program Application form.    

Phase one ELRP payments will be equal to the eligible livestock producer’s gross 2021 LFP calculated payment 
multiplied by a payment percentage, to reach a reasonable approximation of increased supplemental feed costs for 
eligible livestock producers in 2021.    

The ELRP payment percentage will be 90% for historically underserved producers, including beginning, limited 
resource, and veteran farmers and ranchers, and 75% for all other producers.  These payments will be subject to a 
payment limitation.   

To qualify for the higher payment percentage, eligible producers must have a CCC-860, Socially Disadvantaged, 
Limited Resource, Beginning and Veteran Farmer or Rancher Certification, form on file with FSA for the 2021 
program year.   

Payments to eligible producers through phase one of ELRP are estimated to total more than $577 million.   

ELRP - Phase Two    

Today’s announcement is only Phase One of relief for livestock producers.  FSA continues to evaluate and identify 
impacts of 2021 drought and wildfire on livestock producers to ensure equitable and inclusive distribution of much-
needed emergency relief program benefits.     

Emergency Relief Program (ERP) Assistance for Crop Producers   

FSA is developing a two-phased process to provide assistance to diversified, row crop and specialty crop 
operations that were impacted by an eligible natural disaster event in calendar years 2020 or 2021.  

This program will provide assistance to crop producers and will follow a two-phased process similar to that of the 
livestock assistance with implementation of the first phase in the coming weeks. Phase one of the crop assistance 
program delivery will leverage existing Federal Crop Insurance or Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program 
data as the basis for calculating initial payments.   

Making the initial payments using existing safety net and risk management data will both speed implementation and 
further encourage participation in these permanent programs, including the Pasture, Rangeland, Forage Rainfall 
Index Crop Insurance Program, as Congress intended.   

The second phase of the crop program will be intended to fill additional assistance gaps and cover eligible 
producers who did not participate in existing risk management programs.     

Through proactive communication and outreach, USDA will keep producers and stakeholders informed as ERP 
implementation details are made available.     

Additional Livestock Drought Assistance   

Due to the persistent drought conditions in the Great Plains and West, FSA will be offering additional relief through 
the Emergency Assistance for Livestock, Honeybees and Farm-raised Fish Program (ELAP) to help ranchers cover 
above normal costs of hauling livestock to forage.  This policy enhancement complements previously announced 
ELAP compensation for hauling feed to livestock.  Soon after FSA announced the assistance for hauling feed to 
livestock, stakeholders were quick to point out that producers also were hauling the livestock to the feed source as 
well and encouraged this additional flexibility.     

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Frma.usda.gov%2F%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=05%7C01%7C%7Cc434c32b5c6d465210de08da24b3d1ae%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637862652090624512%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=z0JstP0vX%2BXPUZLAC%2FZDNvYFKt0c06%2Bg9Dyfyhx7SKY%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2Fprograms-and-services%2Fdisaster-assistance-program%2Fnoninsured-crop-disaster-assistance%2Findex%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=05%7C01%7C%7Cc434c32b5c6d465210de08da24b3d1ae%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637862652090624512%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=XMi8k8036cLL%2BkiDQ%2FPRHvFYwz3Jx2CeY3ruA9hlo2Q%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2Fprograms-and-services%2Fdisaster-assistance-program%2Femergency-assist-for-livestock-honey-bees-fish%2Findex%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=05%7C01%7C%7Cc434c32b5c6d465210de08da24b3d1ae%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637862652090624512%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=8Mjc84vVfIY1%2BilQVjwHSPu9vMAMOYeC1D0BNx6UYac%3D&reserved=0


It is important to note that, unlike ELRP emergency relief benefits which are only applicable for eligible losses 
incurred in the 2021 calendar year, this ELAP livestock and feed hauling compensation will not only be retroactive 
for 2021 but will also be available for losses in 2022 and subsequent years.    

To calculate ELAP program benefits, an online tool is currently available to help producers document and estimate 
payments to cover feed transportation cost increases caused by drought and will soon be updated to assist 
producers with calculations associated with drought related costs incurred for hauling livestock to forage   

More Information    

Additional USDA disaster assistance information can be found on farmers.gov, including USDA resources 
specifically for producer impacted by drought and wildfire and the Disaster Assistance Discovery Tool, Disaster-at-
a-Glance fact sheet, and Farm Loan Discovery Tool. For FSA and Natural Resources Conservation Service 
programs, producers should contact their local USDA Service Center. For assistance with a crop insurance claim, 
producers and landowners should contact their crop insurance agent. 

 
Applying for FSA Direct Loans 
FSA offers direct farm ownership and direct farm operating loans to producers who want to establish, maintain, or 
strengthen their farm or ranch. Direct loans are processed, approved and serviced by FSA loan officers. 

Direct farm operating loans can be used to purchase livestock and feed, farm equipment, fuel, farm chemicals, 
insurance, and other costs including family living expenses. Operating loans can also be used to finance minor 
improvements or repairs to buildings and to refinance some farm-related debts, excluding real estate. 

Direct farm ownership loans can be used to purchase farmland, enlarge an existing farm, construct and repair 
buildings, and to make farm improvements. 

The maximum loan amount for direct farm ownership loans is $600,000 and the maximum loan amount for direct 
operating loans is $400,000 and a down payment is not required. Repayment terms vary depending on the type of 
loan, collateral and the producer's ability to repay the loan. Operating loans are normally repaid within seven years 
and farm ownership loans are not to exceed 40 years. 

Please contact your local FSA office for more information or to apply for a direct farm ownership or operating loan. 

 

 

  
Niobrara County USDA Service Center 

905 S Main St 
Lusk, WY 82225 

Phone: 307-334-2593 
FSA - Ext. 2   --    NRCS - Ext. 3 

Fax: 855-415-3433 

FARM SERVICE AGENCY 
PO Box 720 
Lusk, WY 82225 

NATURAL RESOURCE CONSERVATION SERVICE 
PO Box 659 
Lusk, WY 82225 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fview.officeapps.live.com%2Fop%2Fview.aspx%3Fsrc%3Dhttps%253A%252F%252Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%252FAssets%252FUSDA-FSA-Public%252Fusdafiles%252FDisaster-Assist%252FDisaster%252FELAP%252Felap-feed-transportation-worksheet-final-3.xlsm%253Futm_medium%253Demail%2526utm_source%253Dgovdelivery%26utm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery%26wdOrigin%3DBROWSELINK&data=05%7C01%7C%7Cc434c32b5c6d465210de08da24b3d1ae%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637862652090624512%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=kvrhqRnEZhxh9g24WUG4rNtxIBZYtc4w48zPbwwV2xs%3D&reserved=0
https://www.farmers.gov/protection-recovery/drought?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.farmers.gov/protection-recovery/wildfire?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.farmers.gov/node/28989?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.farmers.gov/sites/default/files/2020-04/FSA_DisasterAssistance_at_a_glance_brochure_.pdf?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.farmers.gov/sites/default/files/2020-04/FSA_DisasterAssistance_at_a_glance_brochure_.pdf?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.farmers.gov/fund/farm-loan-discovery-tool?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
http://www.farmers.gov/service-center-locator?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.rma.usda.gov%2Fen%2FInformation-Tools%2FAgent-Locator-Page%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=05%7C01%7C%7Cc434c32b5c6d465210de08da24b3d1ae%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637862652090624512%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=6qytVMiLmwflTmULX6Lpm%2B4nSGYw%2BSivZMfAzkgtVVQ%3D&reserved=0


  

County Executive Director 
Lori Meier 
lori.meier@usda.gov 
 
Program Technicians 
Kimberly Nusbaum 
kimberly.nusbaum@usda.gov 
 
Sarah Nelson 
Sarah.Nelson2@usda.gov 

District Conservationist 
Clint Anderson 
clint.anderson@usda.gov 
 
Rangeland Management Specialist 
Riley Cameron 
Riley.Cameron@usda.gov 

  

  

County Committee 
Kurt Gaukel, Chairman 
Joe Kruse, Vice Chairman 
Jason ZumBrunnen 
Carol Geisinger, SDA Voting Member 

  

 
Next County Committee Meeting: 
TBA 
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