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Niobrara County Notes 
Greetings Niobrara County Farmers and Ranchers! 

First, a few updates – we have finally received news that we’ll be able to move forward 
with applications for additional feed transportation on feed hauled between January 1, 
2022, and April 30, 2022, due to the drought conditions in 2021. We also are going to be 
able to assist folks who incurred additional transportation costs in hauling livestock to the 
feed, such as cornstalks, due to the drought. Please call or stop and visit with the office if 
you were in either of these situations. 
 
In addition to the ELRP (Emergency Livestock Relief Program), that is providing additional assistance to livestock 
producers affected by drought in 2021, FSA is also assisting crop producers affected by disaster in 2020 and 
2021, via ERP (Emergency Relief Program). Similar to ELRP, this will be a multi-phased program. Producers who 
had either crop insurance or NAP through FSA will be mailed applications directly from the National Office. If you 
were an affected producer and receive an application in the mail, please call or stop by with the application so we 
can visit with you about this program and the requirements. If you were affected by a crop loss in either 2020 or 
2021, but did not have coverage on the affected crop, phase 2 of this program will address those producers. 
Please don’t hesitate to call if you’ve got any questions. 
 
Please remember the acreage reporting deadline for 2022 crops is July 15, 2022, so as you complete your spring 
planting, please make an appointment with the office to report your acres, so that you remain in compliance with 
the many FSA programs that require an acreage report. If you don’t plan to plant anything, please still contact the 
office to complete your report timely. Also, please remember that all grasses, perennial crops and CRP must be 
reported by this deadline as well. As always, please be sure to let the office know about any changes to your 
operation!   

Please help reduce the burden on FSA staff by making an appointment prior to visiting the office, so that you can 
be prepared for your visit and we can be prepared for you as well. Thank you! 

-Niobrara County FSA Staff 

  

Please note the following important dates and deadlines:  
June 20, 2022 – OFFICE CLOSED – Juneteenth Holiday 

July 4, 2022 – OFFICE CLOSED – Independence Day Holiday 

July 15, 2022 – Acreage reporting deadline for CRP, perennial and spring seeded crops 

Within 15 days of noticing crop loss – File NAP Notice of Loss 

Within 30 days of noticing livestock, pasture, or feed loss – File LIP/ELAP Notice of Loss 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ffsa.usda.gov%2F%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=05%7C01%7C%7Ce49b8c6ca27849ab512b08da4347dc88%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637896273163599829%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=CasgHzqCQQQVHcLVCVYich%2B805iseIFiXK9NP85tdjg%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.nrcs.usda.gov%2Fwps%2Fportal%2Fnrcs%2Fsite%2Fnational%2Fhome%2F%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=05%7C01%7C%7Ce49b8c6ca27849ab512b08da4347dc88%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637896273163599829%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=1eyFRX5GFkO%2BpwUcdDx01jNpevE%2FS%2Fa8YPMtRlwtfm4%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Frma.usda.gov%2F%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=05%7C01%7C%7Ce49b8c6ca27849ab512b08da4347dc88%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637896273163599829%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=KOluWwegjhSzaAasVYxKuEsh6HV4bFnPZtS7yGZW3bE%3D&reserved=0


 
Emergency Relief Program (ERP) Assistance for Crop 
Producers   
FSA is developing a two-phased process to provide assistance to diversified, row crop and specialty crop 
operations that were impacted by an eligible natural disaster event in calendar years 2020 or 2021. 

This program will provide assistance to crop producers and will follow a two-phased process similar to that of the 
livestock assistance with implementation of the first phase in the coming weeks. Phase one of the crop 
assistance program delivery will leverage existing Federal Crop Insurance or Noninsured Crop Disaster 
Assistance Program data as the basis for calculating initial payments.   

Making the initial payments using existing safety net and risk management data will both speed implementation 
and further encourage participation in these permanent programs, including the Pasture, Rangeland, Forage 
Rainfall Index Crop Insurance Program, as Congress intended.   

The second phase of the crop program will be intended to fill additional assistance gaps and cover eligible 
producers who did not participate in existing risk management programs.     

Through proactive communication and outreach, USDA will keep producers and stakeholders informed as ERP 
implementation details are made available 

 
Additional Livestock Drought Assistance   
Due to the persistent drought conditions in the Great Plains and West, FSA will be offering additional relief 
through the Emergency Assistance for Livestock, Honeybees and Farm-raised Fish Program (ELAP) to help 
ranchers cover above normal costs of hauling livestock to forage.  This policy enhancement complements 
previously announced ELAP compensation for hauling feed to livestock.  Soon after FSA announced the 
assistance for hauling feed to livestock, stakeholders were quick to point out that producers also were hauling the 
livestock to the feed source as well and encouraged this additional flexibility.     

It is important to note that this ELAP livestock and feed hauling compensation will not only be retroactive for 2021 
but will also be available for losses in 2022 and subsequent years.    

To calculate ELAP program benefits, an online tool is currently available to help producers document and 
estimate payments to cover feed transportation cost increases caused by drought and will soon be updated to 
assist producers with calculations associated with drought related costs incurred for hauling livestock to forage   

More Information    

Additional USDA disaster assistance information can be found on farmers.gov, including USDA resources 
specifically for producer impacted by drought and wildfire and the Disaster Assistance Discovery Tool, Disaster-
at-a-Glance fact sheet, and Farm Loan Discovery Tool. For FSA and Natural Resources Conservation Service 
programs, producers should contact their local USDA Service Center. For assistance with a crop insurance claim, 
producers and landowners should contact their crop insurance agent.   

 
USDA Reminds Producers to File Crop Acreage Reports 
In order to maintain program eligibility and benefits, you must file timely acreage reports. An acreage report 
documents a crop grown on a farm or ranch and its intended uses. Filing an accurate and timely acreage report 
for all crops and land uses, including failed acreage and prevented planted acreage, can prevent the loss of 
benefits. Failure to file an acreage report by the crop acreage reporting deadline may cause ineligibility for future 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Frma.usda.gov%2F%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=05%7C01%7C%7Ce49b8c6ca27849ab512b08da4347dc88%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637896273163599829%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=KOluWwegjhSzaAasVYxKuEsh6HV4bFnPZtS7yGZW3bE%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2Fprograms-and-services%2Fdisaster-assistance-program%2Fnoninsured-crop-disaster-assistance%2Findex%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=05%7C01%7C%7Ce49b8c6ca27849ab512b08da4347dc88%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637896273163599829%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=2LxvLrHcus33yhxRmxEKwL%2BTDomr93kERqXCSqM%2Fl6Q%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2Fprograms-and-services%2Fdisaster-assistance-program%2Fnoninsured-crop-disaster-assistance%2Findex%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=05%7C01%7C%7Ce49b8c6ca27849ab512b08da4347dc88%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637896273163599829%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=2LxvLrHcus33yhxRmxEKwL%2BTDomr93kERqXCSqM%2Fl6Q%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2Fprograms-and-services%2Fdisaster-assistance-program%2Femergency-assist-for-livestock-honey-bees-fish%2Findex%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=05%7C01%7C%7Ce49b8c6ca27849ab512b08da4347dc88%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637896273163599829%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=WmmAxoFBOm10oVLbg0h%2BO%2B%2FtB0ytZRpqVumzRqlOgzU%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fview.officeapps.live.com%2Fop%2Fview.aspx%3Fsrc%3Dhttps%253A%252F%252Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%252FAssets%252FUSDA-FSA-Public%252Fusdafiles%252FDisaster-Assist%252FDisaster%252FELAP%252Felap-feed-transportation-worksheet-final-3.xlsm%253Futm_medium%253Demail%2526utm_source%253Dgovdelivery%26utm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery%26wdOrigin%3DBROWSELINK&data=05%7C01%7C%7Ce49b8c6ca27849ab512b08da4347dc88%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637896273163599829%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=rTreBzf4H%2BPlTCPMOw7Rrrzmr9%2F0UX6Jc5hP3UnK4eM%3D&reserved=0
https://www.farmers.gov/protection-recovery/drought?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.farmers.gov/protection-recovery/wildfire?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.farmers.gov/node/28989?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.farmers.gov/sites/default/files/2020-04/FSA_DisasterAssistance_at_a_glance_brochure_.pdf?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.farmers.gov/sites/default/files/2020-04/FSA_DisasterAssistance_at_a_glance_brochure_.pdf?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.farmers.gov/fund/farm-loan-discovery-tool?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
http://www.farmers.gov/service-center-locator?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.rma.usda.gov%2Fen%2FInformation-Tools%2FAgent-Locator-Page%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=05%7C01%7C%7Ce49b8c6ca27849ab512b08da4347dc88%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637896273163599829%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=6tg1g%2F2fp2qPPDITy4dLzQ27gJY5%2FzYzmvysswskqdw%3D&reserved=0


program benefits. FSA will not accept acreage reports provided more than a year after the acreage reporting 
deadline. 

Producers are encouraged to file their acreage reports as soon as planting is completed. 

How to File a Report 

The following acreage reporting deadline is applicable for Niobrara County: 

July 15, 2022        Spring seeded crops, CRP, perennial crops including pasture                

Service Center staff continue to work with agricultural producers via phone, email, and other digital tools. Contact 
the Niobrara County FSA office to set up an appointment. 

To file a crop acreage report, you will need to provide: 

• Crop and crop type or variety. 
• Intended use of the crop. 
• Number of acres of the crop. 
• Map with approximate boundaries for the crop. 
• Planting date(s). 
• Planting pattern, when applicable. 
• Producer shares. 
• Irrigation practice(s). 
• Acreage prevented from planting, when applicable. 
• Other information as required. 

Acreage Reporting Details 

The following exceptions apply to acreage reporting dates: 

• If the crop has not been planted by the acreage reporting date, then the acreage must be reported no 
later than 15 calendar days after planting is completed. 

• If a producer acquires additional acreage after the acreage reporting date, then the acreage must be 
reported no later than 30 calendar days after purchase or acquiring the lease. Appropriate documentation 
must be provided to the county office. 

Producers should also report crop acreage they intended to plant, but due to natural disaster, were unable to 
plant. Prevented planting acreage must be reported on form CCC-576, Notice of Loss, no later than 15 calendar 
days after the final planting date as established by FSA and USDA’s Risk Management Agency. 

Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) policy holders should note that the acreage reporting date 
for NAP-covered crops is the earlier of the dates listed above or 15 calendar days before grazing or harvesting of 
the crop begins. 

More Information 

For questions, please contact the Niobrara County FSA office at 307-334-2953, Ext 2. 

 



FSA Offers Joint Financing Option on Direct Farm Ownership 
Loans 
The USDA Farm Service Agency’s (FSA) Direct Farm Ownership loans can help farmers and ranchers become 
owner-operators of family farms, improve and expand current operations, increase agricultural productivity, and 
assist with land tenure to save farmland for future generations. 

There are three types of Direct Farm Ownership Loans: regular, down payment and joint financing. FSA also 
offers a Direct Farm Ownership Microloan option for smaller financial needs up to $50,000. 

Joint financing allows FSA to provide more farmers and ranchers with access to capital. FSA lends up to 50 
percent of the total amount financed. A commercial lender, a State program or the seller of the property being 
purchased, provides the balance of loan funds, with or without an FSA guarantee. The maximum loan amount for 
a joint financing loan is $600,000, and the repayment period for the loan is up to 40 years. 

The operation must be an eligible farm enterprise. Farm Ownership loan funds cannot be used to finance 
nonfarm enterprises and all applicants must be able to meet general eligibility requirements. Loan applicants are 
also required to have participated in the business operations of a farm or ranch for at least three years out of the 
10 years prior to the date the application is submitted. The applicant must show documentation that their 
participation in the business operation of the farm or ranch was not solely as a laborer. 

For more information about farm loans, contact your Platte County USDA Service Center at 307-322-4050, Ext. 2 
or visit fsa.usda.gov. 

 

 

  
Niobrara County USDA Service Center 

905 S Main St 
Lusk, WY 82225 

Phone: 307-334-2953 
FSA - Ext. 2     --    NRCS - Ext. 3 

Fax: 855-415-3433 

FARM SERVICE AGENCY 
PO Box 720 
Lusk, WY 82225 

County Executive Director 
Lori Meier 
lori.meier@usda.gov 

Program Technician 
Kimberly Nusbaum 
kimberly.nusbaum@usda.gov 

NATURAL RESOURCES CONSERVATION SERVICE 
PO Box 659 
Lusk, WY 82225 

District Conservationist 
Clint Anderson 
clint.anderson@usda.gov 

Rangeland Management Specialist 
Riley Cameron 
Riley.Cameron@usda.gov 

County Committee 
Kurt Gaukel, Chairman 
Joe Kruse, Vice Chairman 

  

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2Fprograms-and-services%2Ffarm-loan-programs%2Ffarm-ownership-loans%2Findex%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=05%7C01%7C%7Ce49b8c6ca27849ab512b08da4347dc88%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637896273163599829%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=ALzRdDc4ww3IjQvCFSAOH27BZ2Lm8Hi6UG4bDNmsp1o%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2Fprograms-and-services%2Ffarm-loan-programs%2Fmicroloans%2Findex%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=05%7C01%7C%7Ce49b8c6ca27849ab512b08da4347dc88%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637896273163599829%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=851ilrPBcO6RDm4pSElr%2BI%2FGd4SClTjEYrMhbqOMqv4%3D&reserved=0
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Jason ZumBrunnen 
Carol Geisinger, COC Advisor 

  

Next County Committee Meeting: TBD 
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