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Niobrara County Updates 
Greetings Niobrara County Farmers and Ranchers! 

If you received an Emergency Relief Program (ERP) application in the mail, 
these were auto mailed from our national office. These were sent to producers 
who had crop insurance and NAP indemnities on eligible crops in 2020 and/or 
2021. Please contact the office to visit about this program and your eligibility.  
 
NAP producers with yield based coverage, please remember to report any losses in production if you are 
experiencing them, within 15 days of noticing that loss.  
 
Niobrara County and several surrounding counties are once again eligible for the Livestock Forage Program 
(LFP) due to persisting drought conditions in the area. If you have experienced a grazing loss due to 
drought, please visit with the office for more information.  
 
The same counties are also eligible for additional transportation on livestock, feed, and water due to 
drought conditions. If you begin hauling any of these 3 things and will have mileage that is above what you 
would normally incur in non drought years, please stop by or call the office to notify us of any of these 
activities. Now that this is a permanent component of the ELAP program, you will need to notify us within 30 
days of starting to perform these activities. Don’t hesitate to call us if you’ve got any questions! 
 
Please also keep in mind to notify the office if any extreme weather causes any livestock loss or damage to 
pastures or crops, if you have NAP coverage, you must notify the county office within 15 days of that loss 
being apparent to you, and all other losses must be reported to the county office within 30 days to ensure 
you don’t miss out on any potential program benefits to assist with those losses. As always, please be sure 
to let the office know about any changes to your operation!  
 
Please help reduce the burden on FSA staff by making an appointment prior to visiting the office, so that 
you can be prepared for your visit and we can be prepared for you as well. Thank you! 

-Niobrara County FSA Staff 

  

Please note the following important dates and deadlines:  

September 5, 2022 – OFFICE CLOSED – Labor Day Holiday 

Within 15 days of noticing crop loss – File NAP Notice of Loss 

Within 30 days of noticing livestock, pasture, or feed loss, or beginning additional feed, livestock, or water 
transportation due to drought – File LIP/ELAP Notice of Loss 
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Top 6 Emergency Relief Program Checklist Items for 
Eligible Farmers 
 FSA recently began mailing 303,000 pre-filled applications for the Emergency Relief Program (ERP), a new 
program designed to help agricultural producers impacted by wildfires, droughts, hurricanes, winter storms, 
and other qualifying natural disasters experienced during calendar years 2020 and 2021. 

The past few years have been tough to say the least. As producers have dealt with the continued impacts of 
the COVID-19 pandemic, they have also struggled to recover from more frequent, more intense natural 
disasters. I am grateful that Congress passed, and President Biden signed into law the Extending 
Government Funding and Delivering Emergency Assistance Act (P.L. 117-43), which includes $10 billion in 
critical emergency relief. 

After extensive stakeholder outreach, including with producers and groups that have not always been 
included in USDA programs, our team began work developing a responsive, easier-to-access program that 
could be rolled out in phases. We’re now rolling out the first phase of ERP, which uses existing Federal 
Crop Insurance or Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) data as the basis for calculating 
initial payments. 

By leveraging existing data, we will be able to deliver approximately $6 billion in assistance on a faster 
timeline; at the same time, my team and I are committed to ensuring that producers who do not have 
existing data on file with USDA are captured in the second phase of ERP, which will be explicitly focused on 
filling gaps in previously implemented emergency assistance. 

To apply for ERP Phase 1, here’s what you need to do: 

1. Check Your Mailbox 

The form being mailed to you includes eligibility requirements, outlines the application process, and 
provides estimated ERP payment calculations. Producers will receive a separate application form for each 
program year in which an eligible loss occurred. Receipt of a pre-filled application is not confirmation that a 
producer is eligible to receive an ERP phase one payment. This application takes about 0.176 hours (that’s 
less than 15 minutes) for producers to complete, compared to the former Wildfire and Hurricane Indemnity 
Program – Plus application which took several hours for producers to complete and even longer for FSA 
staff.  

If you have NAP coverage, you will receive pre-filled ERP applications later this summer. Details on ERP 
Phase 2 will be forthcoming as well. 

2. Check Your Eligibility 

ERP covers losses to crops, trees, bushes, and vines due to a qualifying natural disaster event in calendar 
years 2020 and 2021. Eligible crops include all crops for which crop insurance or NAP coverage was 
available, except for crops intended for grazing. Qualifying natural disaster events include wildfires, 
hurricanes, floods, derechos, excessive heat, winter storms, freeze (including a polar vortex), smoke 
exposure, excessive moisture, qualifying drought*, and related conditions. 

*Lists of 2020 and 2021 drought counties eligible for ERP are available online. 

3. Check Required Forms on File with FSA 

Producers must have the following forms on file with FSA: 

• Form AD-2047, Customer Data Worksheet.  
• Form CCC-902, Farm Operating Plan for an individual or legal entity. 
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• Form CCC-901, Member Information for Legal Entities(if applicable). 
• Form FSA-510, Request for an Exception to the $125,000 Payment Limitation for Certain 

Programs(if applicable). 
• A highly erodible land conservation (sometimes referred to as HELC) and wetland conservation 

certification (Form AD-1026 Highly Erodible Land Conservation (HELC) and Wetland Conservation 
(WC) Certification) for the ERP producer and applicable affiliates. 

If you have previously participated in FSA programs, you will likely have these required forms on file. 
However, if you’re uncertain or want to confirm the status of your forms, contact your local FSA county 
office. 

4. Check Historically Underserved Status with FSA, If Applicable 

The ERP payment percentage for historically underserved producers, including beginning, limited resource, 
socially disadvantaged, and veteran farmers, and ranchers will be increased by 15% of the calculated ERP 
payment. 

To qualify for the higher payment percentage, eligible producers must have the following form on file with 
FSA: 

• Form CCC-860, Socially Disadvantaged, Limited Resource, Beginning and Veteran Farmer or 
Rancher Certification. 

5. Check Your Future Insurance Coverage 

All producers who receive ERP phase one payments are statutorily required to purchase crop insurance, or 
NAP coverage where crop insurance is not available, for the next two available crop years, as determined 
by the Secretary. 

Coverage requirements will be determined from the date a producer receives an ERP payment and may 
vary depending on the timing and availability of crop insurance or NAP for a producer’s particular crops. 
The final crop year to purchase crop insurance or NAP coverage to meet the second year of coverage for 
this requirement is the 2026 crop year. 

6. Check Your bank 

Once the completed ERP application for payment is submitted to and signed by FSA, producers who have 
direct deposit should look for payment within three business days. 

More Information 

We have additional resources, including: 

• ERP May 16, 2022 New Release 
• ERP Fact Sheet 
• Answers to Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs) 
• Emergency Relief Webpage 
• ERP Notice of Funding Availability 

In addition to ERP, FSA is also implementing the first phase of the new Emergency Livestock Relief 
Program. At this time, FSA has made more than $588 million in payments to impacted livestock producers. 

Bottom line, we take your feedback seriously, and we wanted to deliver this relief as soon as possible. We 
learned from previous relief programs, and we’re excited to be getting this to you as swiftly as we can. 
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Making Your Land More Resilient to Drought 
Many farmers and ranchers west of the Mississippi River have had a very difficult year in 2021 due to 
drought. Those in other areas of the country were spared from the worst of the drought this time but may 
not be as lucky in future years. So, as you’re planning for 2022 production, you may want to consider some 
conservation practices that can help make your land and livestock more resilient to drought and help your 
bottom line. 

USDA’s Natural Resources Conservation Service can help you conserve water and build resilience to 
drought, through conservation practices that improve irrigation efficiency, boost soil health, and manage 
grazing lands. 

Irrigation Efficiency 

USDA helps you improve your irrigation efficiency to ensure each drop of water is used wisely. Saving 
water on your farm can help during drought and can offset rising water costs; reduce expenditures for 
energy, chemicals, and labor; and enhance revenues through higher crop yields and improved crop quality. 
Funded conservation practices include conversion to more efficient irrigation systems, such as micro-
irrigation or subsurface drip irrigation, installation of irrigation pipeline, irrigation water management, 
structures for water control, and flow meters. Tools like drip irrigation, which provides water precisely where 
and when it’s needed, can achieve greater precision with flow meters and soil moisture sensors. 

Soil Health 

In addition, soil health conservation practices, such as reduced- or no-till, cover crops, mulching and 
residue management can help to make your soil, and the plants you grow or animals you raise, healthier. 
Healthier soil can absorb and retain more water for longer periods of time, making your farm or ranch more 
resilient to drought. Using soil health practices, you can conserve water by increasing your soil’s water-
holding capacity and use conservation tillage to keep the ground covered, reducing water loss through 
transpiration and evaporation. 

And soil health practices increase organic matter, and each pound of organic matter can hold up to 20 
pounds of water. Every 1% increase in organic matter results in as much as 25,000 gallons of soil water per 
acre. Each 1% increase in organic matter can also provide up to 30 pounds of more available nitrogen per 
acre. That means less money and time spent on inputs like water and fertilizer, which make your operation 
more profitable. 

Rotational/Prescribed Grazing, Water Sources for Livestock 

Drought also impacts grazing lands, and NRCS works with you to increase the resilience of your livestock 
operation. Ranchers can adapt to dry conditions in two main ways: increasing the availability and suitability 
of forage and ensuring that cattle have an adequate and reliable source of water. For forage, rotational or 
prescribed grazing (rotating cattle among pastures) can relieve pressure on stressed vegetation and ensure 
a more consistent supply of forage for animals. NRCS conservationists can also work with you to plant 
more drought-tolerant forage species, plants best suited to local soils and conditions. For reliable sources of 
water, NRCS can help you with installing watering facilities, water wells, or water pipeline for livestock. 
Having available forage and water for livestock can make a big difference in difficult drought conditions. 

USDA and NRCS are here for you, helping you recover from drought and prepare for the next one. For 
more information on drought recovery assistance at https://www.farmers.gov/protection-
recovery/drought#recovery. For more information on conservation practices to make your operation more 
resilient to drought in future years, go to www.nrcs.usda.gov. 
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Applying for Beginning Farmer Loans 
The Farm Service Agency (FSA) assists beginning farmers to finance agricultural enterprises. Under these 
designated farm loan programs, FSA can provide financing to eligible applicants through either direct or 
guaranteed loans. FSA defines a beginning farmer as a person who: 

• Has operated a farm for not more than 10 years 
• Will materially and substantially participate in the operation of the farm 
• Agrees to participate in a loan assessment, borrower training and financial management program 

sponsored by FSA 
• Does not own a farm in excess of 30 percent of the county’s average size farm. 

For more informaton, contact the Platte County USDA Service Center at 307-322-4050 x2 or visit 
fsa.usda.gov. 

 

 

  
Niobrara County USDA Service Center 

905 S Main St 
Lusk, WY 82225 

Phone: 307-334-2953 
FSA - Ext. 2    ---    NRCS - Ext. 3 

Fax: 855-415-3433 

FARM SERVICE AGENCY 
PO BOX 720 
LUSK, WY 82225 

Acting County Executive Director 
Courtney Yelton 
courtney.yelton@usda.gov 
 
Program Technicians 
Kimberly Nusbaum 
kimberly.nusbaum@usda.gov 
 
Abby Kottwitz 
abby,kottwitz@usda.gov 

NATURAL RESOURCE CONSERVATION 
SERVICE 
PO BOX 659 
LUSK, WY 82225 

District Conservationist 
Clint Anderson 
clint.anderson@usda.gov 
 
Rangeland Management Specialist 
Riley Cameron 
Riley.Cameron@usda.gov 

  

County Commitee 
Kurt Gaukel, Chairman 
Joe Kruse, Vice Chairman 
Jason ZumBrunnen 
Carol Geisinger, COC Advisor 

  

 
Next County Committee Meeting: 
August 18, 2022 
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