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Niobrara County Updates 
Greetings Niobrara County Farmers and Ranchers! 

If you received an Emergency Relief Program (ERP) application in the mail, these 
were auto mailed from our national office. These were sent to producers who had crop 
insurance and NAP indemnities on eligible crops in 2020 and/or 2021. Please contact 
the office to visit about this program and your eligibility.  
 
NAP producers with yield-based coverage, please remember to report any losses in production if you are 
experiencing them, within 15 days of noticing that loss. 
 
Niobrara County and several surrounding counties are once again eligible for the Livestock Forage Program 
(LFP) due to persisting drought conditions in the area. If you have experienced a grazing loss due to drought, 
please visit with the office for more information.  
 
The same counties are also eligible for additional transportation on livestock, feed, and water due to drought 
conditions. If you begin hauling any of these 3 things and will have mileage that is above what you would 
normally incur in non-drought years, please stop by or call the office to notify us of any of these activities. 
Now that this is a permanent component of the ELAP program, you will need to notify us within 30 days of 
starting to perform these activities. Don’t hesitate to call us if you’ve got any questions! 
 
Please also keep in mind to notify the office if any extreme weather causes any livestock loss or damage to 
pastures or crops, if you have NAP coverage, you must notify the county office within 15 days of that loss 
being apparent to you, and all other losses must be reported to the county office within 30 days to ensure you 
don’t miss out on any potential program benefits to assist with those losses.  
 
As always, please be sure to let the office know about any changes to your operation! 
 
Please help reduce the burden on FSA staff by making an appointment prior to visiting the office, so that you 
can be prepared for your visit and we can be prepared for you as well. Thank you! 
 
-Niobrara County FSA Staff 

Please note the following important dates and deadlines:  
September 5, 2022 – OFFICE CLOSED – Labor Day Holiday 

October 10, 2022 – OFFICE CLOSED – Columbus Day Holiday 

November 15, 2022 – Fall-seeded acreage reporting deadline 

December 1, 2022 – NAP Sales Closing Date for 2023 perennial and fall-seeded crops 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ffsa.usda.gov%2F%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=05%7C01%7C%7C2877c41c5beb436905df08da86048bc3%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637969651328632021%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=GJJCxo%2FJUHI1Jj8dGaQThKfMFDpzVqVFgQh3RLrg6sA%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.nrcs.usda.gov%2Fwps%2Fportal%2Fnrcs%2Fsite%2Fnational%2Fhome%2F%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=05%7C01%7C%7C2877c41c5beb436905df08da86048bc3%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637969651328632021%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=RjmQFDgSSV4oz%2BkwYBxmWCxteaFsSb3extF7qjnfOv4%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Frma.usda.gov%2F%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=05%7C01%7C%7C2877c41c5beb436905df08da86048bc3%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637969651328632021%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=AGw%2BlJqC4BtXz5a440tSpoD1ICApbYT1Q58pIdT3veA%3D&reserved=0


Within 15 days of noticing crop loss – File NAP Notice of Loss 

Within 30 days of noticing livestock, pasture, or feed loss, or beginning additional feed, livestock, or water 
transportation due to drought – File LIP/ELAP Notice of Loss 

 
FSA Offers Drought Assistance for Livestock Producers 
Through Emergency Assistance for Livestock, Honey Bees 
and Farm-raised Fish Program (ELAP) 
If you’ve suffered above normal expenses for hauling feed or water to livestock or hauling livestock to 
forage/grazing acres due to the impacts of drought, you may be eligible for financial assistance through the 
Emergency Assistance for Livestock, Honey Bees, and Farm-Raised Fish Program (ELAP). 

For eligible producers in qualifying counties, ELAP provides financial assistance for: 

• the transportation of water to livestock; 
• the above normal cost of mileage for transporting feed to livestock, 
• the above normal cost of transporting livestock to forage/grazing acres.* 

*Hauling livestock one-way, one haul per animal reimbursement and no payment for “empty miles.” 

Eligible livestock include cattle, buffalo, goats and sheep, among others, that are maintained for commercial 
use and located in a county where the qualifying drought conditions occur. A county must have had D2 
severe drought intensity on the U.S. Drought Monitor for eight consecutive weeks during the normal grazing 
period, or D3 or D4 drought intensity at any time during the normal grazing period. Producers must have risk 
in both eligible livestock and eligible grazing land in an eligible county to qualify for ELAP assistance. 

WATER TRANSPORTATION 

For ELAP water transportation assistance, a producer must be transporting water to eligible livestock on 
eligible grazing land where the producer had adequate livestock watering systems or facilities in place before 
the drought occurred and where they do not normally require the transportation of water. Payments are for 
costs associated with personal labor, equipment, hired labor, equipment, and/or contracted water 
transportation fees. Cost of the water itself is not covered. The ELAP payment formula uses a national 
average price per gallon. 

ABOVE NORMAL COSTS OF TRANSPORTING FEED  

ELAP provides financial assistance to livestock producers who incur above normal expenses for transporting 
feed to livestock during drought. The payment formula excludes the first 25 miles and any mileage over 1,000 
miles. The reimbursement rate is 60% of the costs above what would normally have been incurred during the 
same time period in a normal (non-drought) year. ABOVE NORMAL COSTS OF TRANSPORTING 
LIVESTOCK TO FORAGE/GRAZING ACRES 

ELAP provides financial assistance to livestock producers who are hauling livestock to a new location for feed 
resources due to insufficient feed and/or grazing in drought-impacted areas. Assistance for Livestock 
transportation is retroactive to 2021 and available for 2022 and subsequent years. Please contact your 
county FSA office for additional details. 

For calendar year 2022 forward, producers must submit a notice of loss to your local FSA office within 30 
calendar days of when the loss is apparent; producers should contact their county FSA office as soon as the 
loss of water resources or feed resources are known. For ELAP eligibility, documentation of expenses is 
critical. Producers should maintain records and receipts associated with the costs of transporting water to 



eligible livestock, the costs of transporting feed to eligible livestock, and the costs of transporting eligible 
livestock to forage/grazing acres. 

ELAP also offers assistance to producers impacted by wildfire. Contact your county FSA office for more 
information on ELAP resources for wildfire losses. In addition, beekeepers also can benefit from ELAP 
provisions and should contact their county FSA office within 15 calendar days of when a loss occurs or from 
when the loss is apparent. For more information regarding ELAP, contact your Niobrara County USDA 
Service Center at 307-334-2953, Ext 2. or visit fsa.usda.gov/disaster. 

 
Apply for Livestock Forage Losses 
Producers in Niobrara County are eligible to apply for 2022 Livestock Forage Disaster Program (LFP) benefits 
on native and improved pasture. 

LFP provides compensation if you suffer grazing losses for covered livestock due to drought on privately 
owned or cash leased land or fire on federally managed land. 

County committees can only accept LFP applications after notification is received by the National Office of 
qualifying drought or if a federal agency prohibits producers from grazing normal permitted livestock on 
federally managed lands due to qualifying fire.  You must complete a CCC-853 and the required supporting 
documentation no later than January 30, 2023, for 2022 losses. 

For additional Information about LFP, including eligible livestock and fire criteria, contact your Niobrara 
County USDA Service Center at 307-334-2953, Ext. 2 or visit fsa.usda.gov. 

 
Applying for FSA Direct Loans 
FSA offers direct farm ownership and direct farm operating loans to producers who want to establish, 
maintain, or strengthen their farm or ranch. Direct loans are processed, approved and serviced by FSA loan 
officers. 

Direct farm operating loans can be used to purchase livestock and feed, farm equipment, fuel, farm 
chemicals, insurance, and other costs including family living expenses. Operating loans can also be used to 
finance minor improvements or repairs to buildings and to refinance some farm-related debts, excluding real 
estate. 

Direct farm ownership loans can be used to purchase farmland, enlarge an existing farm, construct and repair 
buildings, and to make farm improvements. 

The maximum loan amount for direct farm ownership loans is $600,000 and the maximum loan amount for 
direct operating loans is $400,000 and a down payment is not required. Repayment terms vary depending on 
the type of loan, collateral and the producer's ability to repay the loan. Operating loans are normally repaid 
within seven years and farm ownership loans are not to exceed 40 years. 

Please contact your local FSA office for more information or to apply for a direct farm ownership or operating 
loan. 
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Niobrara County USDA Service Center 
905 S Main St 

Lusk, WY 82225 

Phone: 307-334-2953 
FSA - Ext. 2    ---    NRCS - Ext. 3 

Fax: 855-415-3433 

FARM SERVICE AGENCY 
PO BOX 720 
LUSK, WY 82225 

Acting County Executive Director 
Courtney Yelton 
courtney.yelton@usda.gov 
 
Program Technician 
Kimberly Nusbaum 
kimberly.nusbaum@usda.gov 

  

NATURAL RESOURCE CONSERVATION SERVICE 
PO BOX 659 
LUSK, WY 82225 

District Conservationist 
Clint Anderson 
clint.anderson@usda.gov 
 
Rangeland Management Specialist 
Riley Cameron 
Riley.Cameron@usda.gov 

  

County Commitee 
Kurt Gaukel, Chairman 
Joe Kruse, Vice Chairman 
Jason ZumBrunnen 
Carol Geisinger, COC Advisor 

 Next County Committee Meeting: 
August 25, 2022 
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