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Niobrara County Updates 
Greetings Niobrara County Farmers and Ranchers! 
 
We hope everyone has had a good summer and that the oncoming fall season 
finds you well. 
 
Regarding new announcements and upcoming deadlines that you need to put on your radar - if you have 
seeded any crops this fall, those acres must be reported by the fall acreage reporting deadline by November 
15, 2022. Please make an appointment to visit with the office to report these plantings. The other major 
deadline to keep in mind is the deadline to obtain NAP coverage for perennial and fall seeded crops for 2023, 
including pasture, is December 1, 2022. I know neither of these deadlines seem like they are close, but 
please don’t put off either of these and risk missing the deadline. 
 
In old news, if you received an Emergency Relief Program (ERP) application in the mail, these were auto 
mailed from our national office. These were sent to producers who had crop insurance and NAP indemnities 
on eligible crops in 2020 and/or 2021. Please contact the office to visit about this program and your eligibility.  
 
NAP producers with yield based coverage, please remember to report any losses in production if you are 
experiencing them, within 15 days of noticing that loss.  
 
Niobrara County and several surrounding counties are once again eligible for the Livestock Forage Program 
(LFP) due to persisting drought conditions in the area. If you have experienced a grazing loss due to drought, 
please visit with the office for more information.  
 
The same counties are also eligible for additional transportation on livestock, feed, and water due to drought 
conditions. If you begin hauling any of these 3 things and will have mileage that is above what you would 
normally incur in non drought years, please stop by or call the office to notify us of any of these activities. Now 
that this is a permanent component of the ELAP program, you will need to notify us within 30 days of starting 
to perform these activities. Don’t hesitate to call us if you’ve got any questions! 
 
Please also keep in mind to notify the office if any extreme weather causes any livestock loss or damage to 
pastures or crops, if you have NAP coverage, you must notify the county office within 15 days of that loss 
being apparent to you, and all other losses must be reported to the county office within 30 days to ensure you 
don’t miss out on any potential program benefits to assist with those losses. 
 
As always, please be sure to let the office know about any changes to your operation! 
 
Please help reduce the burden on FSA staff by making an appointment prior to visiting the office, so that you 
can be prepared for your visit and we can be prepared for you as well. Thank you! 
 
-Niobrara County FSA Staff 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ffsa.usda.gov%2F%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=05%7C01%7C%7C2916ad3debd345a07d1e08daa179026e%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637999838349799982%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=bJuGPHbODui2kiylEhdHpCvancUJUqSSjpLcwg5wukI%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.nrcs.usda.gov%2Fwps%2Fportal%2Fnrcs%2Fsite%2Fnational%2Fhome%2F%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=05%7C01%7C%7C2916ad3debd345a07d1e08daa179026e%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637999838349799982%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=0TsKqStEJVNkkbMMo8qL8fSrenQEpQg6yQ2e00qKRGE%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Frma.usda.gov%2F%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=05%7C01%7C%7C2916ad3debd345a07d1e08daa179026e%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637999838349799982%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Zb8kEcg4KhhYhnNqyL8%2BNRprJn6lH4zg2PtlOSfI8tE%3D&reserved=0


Please note the following important dates and deadlines:  
October 10, 2022 – OFFICE CLOSED – Columbus Day Holiday 

November 11, 2022 – OFFICE CLOSED – Veteran’s Day Holiday 

November 15, 2022 – Fall-seeded acreage reporting deadline 

November 24, 2022 – OFFICE CLOSED – Thanksgiving Holiday 

December 1, 2022 – NAP Sales Closing Date for 2023 perennial and fall-seeded crops 

Within 15 days of noticing crop loss – File NAP Notice of Loss 

Within 30 days of noticing livestock, pasture, or feed loss, or beginning additional feed, livestock, or water 
transportation due to drought – File LIP/ELAP Notice of Loss 

 
USDA Reminds Producers to File Crop Acreage Reports 
Agricultural producers who have not yet completed their crop acreage reports after spring planting should 
make an appointment with the Niobrara County Farm Service Agency (FSA) before the applicable deadline. 

An acreage report documents a crop grown on a farm or ranch and its intended uses. Filing an accurate and 
timely acreage report for all crops and land uses, including failed acreage and prevented planted acreage, 
can prevent the loss of benefits. 

How to File a Report 

The following acreage reporting dates are applicable for Niobrara County: 

November 15, 2022                Fall-Seeded Crops 

Service Center staff continue to work with agricultural producers via phone, email, and other digital tools. 
Because of the pandemic, some USDA Service Centers are open to limited visitors. Contact the Niobrara 
County FSA office to set up an in-person or phone appointment. 

Acreage Reporting Details 

The following exceptions apply to acreage reporting dates: 

• If the crop has not been planted by the acreage reporting date, then the acreage must be reported no 
later than 15 calendar days after planting is completed. 

• If a producer acquires additional acreage after the acreage reporting date, then the acreage must be 
reported no later than 30 calendar days after purchase or acquiring the lease. Appropriate 
documentation must be provided to the county office. 

Producers should also report crop acreage they intended to plant, but due to natural disaster, were unable to 
plant. Prevented planting acreage must be reported on form CCC-576, Notice of Loss, no later than 15 
calendar days after the final planting date as established by FSA and USDA’s Risk Management Agency. 

Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) policy holders should note that the acreage reporting 
date for NAP-covered crops is the earlier of the dates listed above or 15 calendar days before grazing or 
harvesting of the crop begins. 

More Information 

For questions, please contact the Niobrara County FSA office at 307-334-2953, Ext. 2. 

 

https://www.farmers.gov/crop-acreage-reports?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
http://www.farmers.gov/service-locator?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery


Noninsured Crop Coverage Helps Producers Manage Risks 
The Farm Service Agency’s (FSA) Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) helps you manage 
risk through coverage for both crop losses and crop planting that was prevented due to natural disasters. The 
eligible or “noninsured” crops include agricultural commodities not covered by federal crop insurance.    

You must be enrolled in the program and have purchased coverage for the eligible crop in the crop year in 
which the loss incurred to receive program benefits following a qualifying natural disaster. 

NAP Buy-Up Coverage Option 

NAP offers higher levels of coverage, from 50 to 65 percent of expected production in 5 percent increments, 
at 100 percent of the average market price. Buy-up levels of NAP coverage are available if the producer can 
show at least one year of previously successfully growing the crop for which coverage is being requested. 

Producers of organics and crops marketed directly to consumers also may exercise the “buy-up” option to 
obtain NAP coverage of 100 percent of the average market price at the coverage levels of between 50 and 65 
percent of expected production. 

NAP basic coverage is available at 55 percent of the average market price for crop losses that exceed 50 
percent of expected production.    

Buy-up coverage is not available for crops intended for grazing. 

NAP Service Fees 

For all coverage levels, the NAP service fee is the lesser of $325 per crop or $825 per producer per county, 
not to exceed a total of $1,950 for a producer with farming interests in multiple counties.  

NAP Enhancements for Qualified Military Veterans 

Qualified veteran farmers or ranchers are eligible for a service fee waiver and premium reduction, if the NAP 
applicant meets certain eligibility criteria. 

Beginning, limited resource and targeted underserved farmers or ranchers remain eligible for a waiver of NAP 
service fees and premium reduction when they file form CCC-860, “Socially Disadvantaged, Limited 
Resource and Beginning Farmer or Rancher Certification.” 

For NAP application, eligibility and related program information, contact your Niobrara County USDA Service 
Center at 307-334-2953, Ext. 2 or visit fsa.usda.gov/nap. 

 
Maintaining Good Credit History 
Farm Service Agency (FSA) loans require applicants to have a satisfactory credit history. A credit report is 
requested for all FSA direct farm loan applicants. These reports are reviewed to verify outstanding debts, see 
if bills are paid timely and to determine the impact on cash flow. 

Information on your credit report is strictly confidential and is used only as an aid in conducting FSA business. 

Our farm loan staff will discuss options with you if you have an unfavorable credit report and will provide a 
copy of your report. If you dispute the accuracy of the information on the credit report, it is up to you to contact 
the issuing credit report company to resolve any errors or inaccuracies. 

There are multiple ways to remedy an unfavorable credit score: 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2Fnap%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=05%7C01%7C%7C2916ad3debd345a07d1e08daa179026e%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637999838349799982%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=%2FJkiFirIs2okSJ6vEOpCQMOf%2FI4PQB3ylqa1IPTSkjg%3D&reserved=0


• Make sure to pay bills on time 
• Setting up automatic payments or automated reminders can be an effective way to remember 

payment due dates. 
• Pay down existing debt 
• Keep your credit card balances low 
• Avoid suddenly opening or closing existing credit accounts 

FSA’s farm loan staff will guide you through the process, which may require you to reapply for a loan after 
improving or correcting your credit report. 

For more information on FSA farm loan programs, contact the Platte County USDA Service Center at 307-
322-4050 or visit fsa.usda.gov. 

 

 

  

Niobrara County USDA Service Center 
905 S Main St 

Lusk, WY 82225 

Phone: 307-334-2953 
FSA - Ext. 2    ---    NRCS - Ext. 3 

Fax: 855-415-3433 

FARM SERVICE AGENCY 
PO BOX 720 
LUSK, WY 82225 

Acting County Executive Director 
Courtney Yelton 
courtney.yelton@usda.gov 
 
Program Technicians 
Kimberly Nusbaum 
kimberly.nusbaum@usda.gov 

Calla Diane 
Calla.Diane@usda.gov 

  

NATURAL RESOURCE CONSERVATION SERVICE 
PO BOX 659 
LUSK, WY 82225 

District Conservationist 
Clint Anderson 
clint.anderson@usda.gov 
 
Rangeland Management Specialist 
Riley Cameron 
Riley.Cameron@usda.gov 

  

Niobrara FSA County Committee 
Kurt Gaukel, Chairman 
Joe Kruse, Vice Chairman 
Jason ZumBrunnen, Member 
Carol Geisinger, Minority Advisor 
 
Next Meeting: October 17, 2022 
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