
 

Park County USDA Bulletin   - April 2022  
Farm Service Agency  |  Natural Resources Conservation Service  |  Risk Management Agency 

• USDA To Compensate Drought-Stricken Ranchers for Above Normal Costs to Haul 
Livestock to Forage  

• USDA Encourages Producers to Enroll in Grassland CRP 
• Farmers.gov Feature Helps Producers Find Farm Loans that Fit Their Operation 
• Conservation at Work Video Series 

 
USDA To Compensate Drought-Stricken Ranchers for Above 
Normal Costs to Haul Livestock to Forage  

Due to the persistent drought conditions in the Great Plains and West, the U.S. 
Department of Agriculture (USDA) is offering additional relief through the Emergency 
Assistance for Livestock, Honeybees and Farm-raised Fish Program (ELAP) to help 
ranchers cover above normal costs of hauling livestock to forage or other grazing acres. 
This policy enhancement complements previously announced ELAP compensation for 
hauling feed to livestock.  ELAP livestock and feed hauling assistance is retroactive for 
2021 and will be available for losses in 2022 and subsequent years.      

ELAP Assistance Overview   

ELAP provides financial assistance to eligible producers of livestock, honeybees and farm-raised fish for losses 
due to disease, certain adverse weather events or loss conditions as determined by the Secretary of 
Agriculture. In addition to ELAP covering feed transportation costs where grazing and hay resources have been 
depleted, ELAP now also covers transportation costs associated with hauling livestock to feed sources This 
includes places where:   

• Drought intensity is D2 for eight consecutive weeks as indicated by the U.S. Drought Monitor; or   
• Drought intensity is D3 or greater.   

Additionally, FSA has updated ELAP policy to also cover water hauling in areas experiencing D2 for eight 
consecutive weeks, lowering the drought intensity threshold (previously D3) triggering the availability of this 
financial assistance.  

Eligibility   

To be eligible for ELAP assistance, livestock must be intended for grazing and producers must have incurred feed 
or livestock transportation costs on or after Jan. 1, 2021. Although producers will self-certify losses and expenses 
to FSA, producers are encouraged to maintain good records and retain receipts and related documentation in the 
event these documents are requested for review by the local FSA County Committee.    

 
USDA Encourages Producers to Enroll in Grassland CRP 
The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) encourages producers and landowners to 
enroll in the Grassland Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) starting next week 
through May 13, 2022. Grassland CRP provides a unique opportunity for farmers, 
ranchers, and agricultural landowners to keep land in agricultural production and 
supplement their income while improving their soils and permanent grass cover.   The 
program had its highest enrollment in history in 2021 and is part of the Biden-Harris 
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Administration’s broader effort to equip producers with the tools they need to help address climate change and 
invest in the long-term health of our natural resources. 

Grassland CRP is a federally funded voluntary working lands program. Through the program, USDA’s Farm 
Service Agency (FSA) provides annual rental payments to landowners to maintain and conserve grasslands while 
allowing producers to graze, hay, and produce seed on that land.  Maintaining the existing permanent cover 
provides several benefits, including reducing erosion, providing wildlife habitat and migration corridors, and 
capturing and maintaining carbon in the soil and cover.     

FSA provides participants with annual rental payments and cost-share assistance. The annual rental rate varies 
by county with a national minimum rental rate of $13 per acre for this signup. Contract duration is 10 or 15 years.  

Grassland CRP National Priority Zones  

Because Grassland CRP supports not only grazing operations but also biodiversity and conserving 
environmentally sensitive land such as that prone to wind erosion, FSA created two National Priority Zones in 
2021: the Greater Yellowstone Migration Corridor and Dust Bowl Zone. As part of the Biden-Harris 
Administration’s focus on conservation in important wildlife corridors and key seasonal ranges, for this year’s 
signup, FSA is expanding the Greater Yellowstone Wildlife Migration Corridor Priority Zone to include seven 
additional counties across Montana, Wyoming, and Utah, to help protect the big-game animal migration corridor 
associated with Wyoming elk, mule deer, and antelope.   

Offers within one of these National Priority Zones will receive an additional 15 ranking points and $5 per acre if at 
least 50% of the offer is located in the zone.  

Alongside Grassland CRP, producers and landowners can also enroll acres in Continuous CRP under the 
ongoing sign up, which includes projects available through the Conservation Reserve Enhancement Program 
(CREP) and State Acres for Wildlife Enhancement (SAFE).     

Broadening Reach of Program  

As part of the Agency’s Justice40 efforts, producers and landowners who are historically underserved, including 
beginning farmers and military veterans, will receive 10 additional ranking points to enhance their offers.  

Additionally, USDA is working to broaden the scope and reach of Grassland CRP by leveraging the Conservation 
Reserve Enhancement Program (CREP) to engage historically underserved communities. CREP is a partnership 
program that enables states, Tribal governments, non-profit, and private entities to partner with FSA to implement 
CRP practices and address high priority conservation and environmental objectives. Interested entities are 
encouraged to contact FSA.  

More Information on CRP    

Landowners and producers interested in Grassland CRP should contact their local USDA Service Center to learn 
more or to apply for the program before the May 13 deadline.  Additionally, fact sheets and other resources are 
available at fsa.usda.gov/crp.     

Signed into law in 1985, CRP is one of the largest voluntary private-lands conservation programs in the United 
States. The working lands signup announced today demonstrates how much it has evolved from the original 
program that was primarily intended to control soil erosion and only had the option to take enrolled land out of 
production. The program has expanded over the years and now supports a greater variety of conservation and 
wildlife benefits, along with the associated economic benefits.       

 
Farmers.gov Feature Helps Producers Find Farm Loans that 
Fit Their Operation 
Farmers and ranchers can use the Farm Loan Discovery Tool on farmers.gov to find 
information on USDA farm loans that may best fit their operations. 
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USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) offers a variety of loan options to help farmers finance their operations. 
From buying land to financing the purchase of equipment, FSA loans can help. 

USDA conducted field research in eight states, gathering input from farmers and FSA farm loan staff to better 
understand their needs and challenges. 

How the Tool Works 

Farmers who are looking for financing options to operate a farm or buy land can answer a few simple questions 
about what they are looking to fund and how much money they need to borrow. After submitting their answers, 
farmers will receive information on farm loans that best fit their specific needs. The loan application and additional 
resources also will be provided. 

Farmers can download application quick guides that outline what to expect from preparing an application to 
receiving a loan decision. There are four guides that cover loans to individuals, entities, and youth, as well as 
information on microloans. The guides include general eligibility requirements and a list of required forms and 
documentation for each type of loan. These guides can help farmers prepare before their first USDA service 
center visit with a loan officer. 

Farmers can access the Farm Loan Discovery Tool by visiting farmers.gov/fund and clicking the “Start” button. 
Follow the prompts and answer five simple questions to receive loan information that is applicable to your 
agricultural operation. The tool is built to run on any modern browser like Chrome, Edge, Firefox, or the Safari 
browser, and is fully functional on mobile devices. It does not work in Internet Explorer. 

About Farmers.gov 

In 2018, USDA unveiled farmers.gov, a dynamic, mobile-friendly public website combined with an authenticated 
portal where farmers will be able to apply for programs, process transactions, and manage accounts. 

The Farm Loan Discovery Tool is one of many resources on farmers.gov to help connect farmers to information 
that can help their operations. Earlier this year, USDA launched the My Financial Information feature, which 
enables farmers to view their loan information, history, payments, and alerts by logging into the website. 

USDA is building farmers.gov for farmers, by farmers. In addition to the interactive farm loan features, the site 
also offers a Disaster Assistance Discovery Tool. Farmers can visit farmers.gov/recover/disaster-assistance-
tool#step-1 to find disaster assistance programs that can help their operation recover from natural disasters. 

For more information, contact your Park County USDA Service Center at 307-754-9411 or visit farmers.gov. 
 

Conservation at Work Video Series 
A video series from NRCS and farmers.gov, Conservation at Work, presents short and 
easy to understand videos about popular conservation practices. These videos feature 
producers explaining how an individual practice helps their land and why they are using 
it. 

The videos shine the spotlight on farmers, ranchers, and forestland owners from across 
the U.S. who explain why they’ve implemented the conservation practices and how they work on their land. They 
also provide insight into how each practice is helping them protect and improve resources and save time and 
money. 

We’ve got videos showcasing high tunnels, no-till, cover crops, prescribed grazing, and many more. 

Check out the Conservation at Work video series at farmers.gov/conserve/conservationatwork. 
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Park County USDA Service Center 

1017 Highway 14A 
Powell, WY 82435 

307-754-9411 

 
  

County Executive Director 
Darla Rhodes 

darla.rhodes@usda.gov 

District Conservationist 
Rory Karhu 307-431-2052 

rory.karhu@usda.gov 

Farm Loan Manager 
Tom Schambow 

Farm Loan Officer 
Nick Hartley 

Soil Conservationist 
Dicksie Hilderbrand 

dicksie.hildebrand@usda.gov 
(307) 271-3126 

Program Technicians 
Tanya Butz 

Jessica Shuler 

  

Soil Conservation Technician 
Randy Gibson 

randy.e.gibson@usda.gov 
(307) 271-3132 

County Committee 
Emily Karst - Chairperson 

Tim Acord - Vice-Chairperson 
Lynn George - Regular Member 

 
Next County Committee Meeting: TBD 
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