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County Office Message 

From Darla’s Desk… 

Greetings Park County farmers and ranchers!  I hope this 

finds you doing well.   

Yesterday the Park County Committee counted ballots for LAA #3.  Tim Acord of 
Meeteetse was elected to represent LAA #3.  County Committee members are a critical 
component of the day-to-day operations of FSA.  They help deliver programs at the 
county level and work to serve the needs of local producers. All recently elected county 
committee members will take office in January 2023 and will be joining the existing 
committee. Every FSA office is required to have a county committee, and they are made 
up of local farmers, ranchers and foresters who are elected by local producers. 

Thank you Tim Acord for your willingness to serve the  

farmers and ranchers of Park County! 

Some new programs were recently announced.  Please see the article later in this news-
letter for more information on ERP-Emergency Relief Program and PARP-Pandemic As-
sistance Revenue Program.  These have some new regulations and processes that FSA 
has not had before. 

The Park County FSA Staff would like to wish you all a very Merry Christmas and Happy 
New Year! 

 

Disaster Assistance for 2022 Livestock Forage Losses 

 

Producers in Park County are eligible to apply for 2022 Livestock Forage Disaster (LFP) Program 
benefits on Native Pasture.   

LFP provides compensation if you suffer grazing losses for 
covered livestock due to drought on privately owned or cash 
leased land, or fire on federally managed land. 

County committees can only accept LFP applications after no-
tification is received by the National Office of qualifying 
drought or if a federal agency prohibits producers from grazing 
normal permitted livestock on federally managed lands due to 
qualifying fire.  You must complete a CCC-853 and the re-
quired supporting documentation no later than January 30, 
2023, for 2022 losses. 

For additional information about LFP, including eligible livestock and fire criteria, contact the Park 
County FSA Office at 307-754-9411. 



 Environmental Review Required Before Project Implementation 

The National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) required Federal agencies to consider all potential environ-
mental impacts for federally funded projects before the project is approved. 

For all Farm Service Agency (FSA) programs, an environmental review must be completed before actions 
are approved, such as site preparation or ground disturbance.  These programs include, but are not lim-
ited to, the Emergency Conservation Program (ECP), Farm Storage Facility Loan (FSFL) program, and 
farm loans.  If project implementation begins before FSA has completed an environmental review, the re-
quest may be denied.  Although there are exceptions regarding the Stafford Act and emergencies, it’s im-
portant to wait until you receive written approval of your project proposal before starting any actions. 

Applications cannot be approved until FSA has copies of all permits and plans.  Contact your local FSA 
office early in your planning process to determine what level of environmental review is required for your 
program application so that it can be completed timely. 

Keeping Livestock Inventory Records 
 

Livestock inventory records are necessary in the event of a natural disaster, so remember to keep them updated. 

 

When disasters strike, the USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA) can help you if you’ve suffered excessive livestock 
death losses and grazing or feed losses due to eligible natural disasters. 

 

To participate in livestock disaster assistance programs, you’ll be required to provide verifiable documentation of 
death losses resulting from an eligible adverse weather event and must submit a notice of loss to your local FSA of-
fice within 30 calendar days of when the loss of livestock is apparent. For grazing or feed losses, you must submit a 
notice of loss to your local FSA office within 30 calendar days of when the loss is apparent and should maintain doc-
umentation and receipts. 

 

You should record all pertinent information regarding livestock inventory records including: 

• Documentation of the number, kind, type, and weight range of livestock 

• Beginning inventory supported by birth recordings or purchase receipts. 

 

For more information on documentation requirements, contact your Park County USDA Service Center at 307-754-
9411 ext. 2 or visit fsa.usda.gov. 

Upcoming Deadlines & Important Dates 

December 26—Christmas Day Observed—office closed 

January 2—New Year’s Day Observed—office closed 

January 16—Equality Day—office closed 

January 30—2022 LFP Livestock Forage Program Deadline 

January 30—2022 ELAP Water Hauling and Livestock Feed Transportation Deadline 

March 15—ARC/PLC Signup Deadline 

 

Also remember the following: 

NAP Notice of Loss must be filed the earlier of 15 days of the disaster occurrence or when the loss becomes apparent, or 15 days of 
the final harvest date. 

 

LIP Notice of Loss must be filed 30 calendar days of when the loss is apparent. 

 

Leases and/or Land Ownership changes including operational changes  must be reported within 30 calendar days of change to avoid 
late fees, repayment of funds issued and/or eligibility for program participation.   

https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDIsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMTA1MTAuNDAyMTcwMTEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwOi8vd3d3LmZzYS51c2RhLmdvdi8_dXRtX21lZGl1bT1lbWFpbCZ1dG1fc291cmNlPWdvdmRlbGl2ZXJ5In0.05JACegjxI7GAvKKfHtF


USDA Previews Crop and Revenue Loss Assistance for Agricultural Producers   
 
Agriculture Secretary Tom Vilsack today announced plans for additional emergency relief and pandemic assistance from the U.S. Department of Agriculture 
(USDA). USDA is preparing to roll out the Emergency Relief Program (ERP) Phase Two as well as the new Pandemic Assistance Revenue Program (PARP), which 
are two programs to help offset crop and revenue losses for producers.  USDA is sharing early information to help producers gather documents and train front-
line staff on the new approach.  

ERP Phase Two will assist eligible agricultural producers who suffered eligible crop losses, measured through decreases in revenue, due to wildfires, hurricanes, 
floods, derechos, excessive heat, winter storms, freeze (including a polar vortex), smoke exposure, excessive moisture and qualifying droughts occurring in calen-
dar years 2020 and 2021.     

PARP will assist eligible producers of agricultural commodities who experienced revenue decreases in calendar year 2020 compared to 2018 or 2019 due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic. PARP will help address gaps in previous pandemic assistance, which was targeted at price loss or lack of market access, rather than overall 
revenue losses.     

Emergency Relief Program Phase Two  

 ERP is authorized under the Extending Government Funding and Delivering Emergency Assistance Act, which includes $10 billion in assistance to agricultural 
producers impacted by wildfires, droughts, hurricanes, winter storms and other eligible disasters experienced during calendar years 2020 and 2021.    

Phase Two builds on ERP Phase One, which was rolled out in May 2022 and has since paid more than $7.1 billion to producers who incurred eligible crop losses 
that were covered by federal crop insurance or Non-insured Crop Disaster Assistance Program.   

ERP Phase Two includes producers who suffered eligible losses but may not have received program benefits in Phase One. To be eligible for Phase Two, produc-
ers must have suffered a loss in allowable gross revenue as defined in forthcoming program regulations in 2020 or 2021 due to necessary expenses related to 
losses of eligible crops from a qualifying natural disaster event.    

Eligible crops include both traditional insurable commodities and specialty crops that are produced in the United States as part of a farming operation and are 
intended to be commercially marketed. Like other emergency relief and pandemic assistance programs, USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) continues to look for 
ways to simplify the process for both staff and producers while reducing the paperwork burden. The design of ERP Phase Two is part of that effort. 

In general, ERP Phase Two payments are expected to be based on the difference in certain farm revenue between a typical year of revenue as will be specified in 
program regulations for the producer and the disaster year.  ERP Phase Two assistance is targeted to the remaining needs of producers impacted by qualifying 
natural disaster events, while avoiding windfalls or duplicative payments. Details will be available when the rule is published later this year.    

Pandemic Assistance Revenue Program    

PARP is authorized and funded by the Consolidated Appropriations Act of 2021. 

To be eligible for PARP, an agricultural producer must have been in the business of farming during at least part of the 2020 calendar year and had a certain 
threshold decrease in allowable gross revenue for the 2020 calendar year, as compared to 2018 or 2019. Exact details on the calculations and eligibility will be 
available when the forthcoming rule is published.    

 How Producers Can Prepare  

 ERP Phase Two and PARP will use revenue information that is readily available from most tax records. FSA encourages producers to have their tax documents 
from the past few years and supporting materials ready, as explained further below. Producers will need similar documentation to what was needed for the 
Coronavirus Food Assistance Program (CFAP) Phase Two, where a producer could use 2018 or 2019 as the benchmark year relative to the disaster year.    

In the coming weeks, USDA will provide additional information on how to apply for assistance through ERP Phase Two and PARP. In the meantime, producers are 
encouraged to begin gathering supporting documentation including:   

• Schedule F (Form 1040); and  

Profit or Loss from Farming or similar tax documents for tax years 2018, 2019, 2020, 2021 and 2022 for ERP and for calendar years 2018, 2019 and 2020 for 
PARP.   Producers should also have, or be prepared to have, the following forms on file for both ERP and PARP program participation:   

• Form AD-2047, Customer Data Worksheet (as applicable to the program participant);   

• Form CCC-902, Farm Operating Plan for an individual or legal entity;  

• Form CCC-901, Member Information for Legal Entities (if applicable); and   

Form AD-1026 Highly Erodible Land Conservation (HELC) and Wetland Conservation (WC) Certification.   

Most producers, especially those who have previously participated in FSA programs, will likely have these required forms on file. However, those who are uncer-
tain or want to confirm should contact FSA at their local USDA Service Center.   

In addition to the forms listed above, underserved producers are encouraged to register their status with FSA, using Form CCC-860, Socially Disadvantaged, 
Limited Resource, Beginning and Veteran Farmer or Rancher Certification, as certain existing permanent and ad-hoc disaster programs provide increased benefits 
or reduced fees and premiums.  

Through proactive communications and outreach, USDA will keep producers and stakeholders informed as program eligibility, application and implementation 
details unfold.     

https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDcsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMjEyMTMuNjgxNzU2OTEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5mc2EudXNkYS5nb3YvcHJvZ3JhbXMtYW5kLXNlcnZpY2VzL2VtZXJnZW5jeS1yZWxpZWYvaW5kZXg_dXRtX21lZGl1bT1l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDgsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMjEyMTMuNjgxNzU2OTEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5mYXJtZXJzLmdvdi9jb3JvbmF2aXJ1cy9wYW5kZW1pYy1hc3Npc3RhbmNlL3BhcnA_dXRtX21lZGl1bT1lbWFpbCZ1dG1f
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDksInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMjEyMTMuNjgxNzU2OTEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5mc2EudXNkYS5nb3YvbmV3cy1yb29tL25ld3MtcmVsZWFzZXMvMjAyMi91c2RhLXRvLXByb3ZpZGUtYXBwcm94aW1hdGVs
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMTEsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMjEyMTMuNjgxNzU2OTEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5mYXJtZXJzLmdvdi93b3JraW5nLXdpdGgtdXMvc2VydmljZS1jZW50ZXItbG9jYXRvcj91dG1fbWVkaXVtPWVtYWlsJnV0
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 Submit Loan Requests for Financing Early 
Farm Service Agency is already working on operating loans for spring 2023 and asks potential borrowers to submit their requests early 
so they can be timely processed. The farm loan team can help determine which loan programs are best for applicants.  

FSA offers a wide range of low-interest loans that can meet the financial needs of any farm operation for just about any purpose. The 
traditional farm operating and farm ownership loans can help large and small farm operations take advantage of early purchasing dis-
counts for spring inputs as well expenses throughout the year.  

Microloans are a simplified loan program that will provide up to $50,000 for both Farm Ownership and Operating Microloans to eligible 
applicants. These loans, targeted for smaller and non-traditional operations, can be used for operating expenses, starting a new opera-
tion, purchasing equipment, and other needs associated with a farming operation.  Loans to beginning farmers and members of under-
served groups are a priority. 

Other types of loans available include: 

Marketing Assistance Loans allow producers to use eligible commodities as loan collateral and obtain a 9-month loan while the crop is in 
storage. These loans provide cash flow to the producer and allow them to market the crop when prices may be more advantageous.   

Farm Storage Facility Loans can be used to build permanent structures used to store eligible commodities, for storage and handling 
trucks, or portable or permanent handling equipment. A variety of structures are eligible under this loan, including bunker silos, grain 
bins, hay storage structures, and refrigerated structures for vegetables and fruit. A producer may borrow up to $500,000 per loan.  

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination, write: USDA, 

Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 Independence Ave., SW,       

Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or     

Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users).  

Persons with disabilities who require accommodations to attend or participate in this meeting should contact 

Darla Rhodes at 307-754-9411 extension 2 or Federal Relay Service at 1-800-877-8339. 


