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From Pam's Desk 
Greetings Platte County farmers and ranchers! 

We are currently accepting Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) General signup offers 
through March 11, 2022. Call the office to discuss program options. 

Marketing Assistance Loans (MALs) are still available on 2021 crops. These loans allow 
producers to use eligible commodities as loan collateral and obtain a 9-month loan while 
the crop is in storage. These loans provide cash flow to the producer and allow them to 
market the crop when prices may be more advantageous. Deadline to request a loan on wheat and barley is 
March 31st; the deadline to request a corn loan is May 31st. 

A reminder for anyone that may experience livestock losses due to adverse weather, please remember the 
Livestock Indemnity Program.  This program pays on livestock losses that exceed normal threshold and are the 
result of eligible adverse weather conditions.  The program requires a lot of documentation, which means notating 
the weather conditions, for instance what happened to the calves, lambs, adult cattle, adult sheep or goats.  You 
need to call the office to notify us of the losses within 30 days of when the losses become apparent to file 
your notice of loss 

Upcoming Deadlines/Dates: 

March 1st – Deadline to submit 2021 Livestock Indemnity Program application for payment 

March 11th – Deadline to submit General CRP offer 

March 15th – Deadline to enroll in 2019 ARC/PLC programs 

April 4th-May 13th – CRP Grasslands signup period 

Thank you! 

~Pam Metz, CED 
 

FSA Offers Joint Financing Option on Direct Farm Ownership 
Loans 
The USDA Farm Service Agency’s (FSA) Direct Farm Ownership loans can help farmers and ranchers become 
owner-operators of family farms, improve and expand current operations, increase agricultural productivity, and 
assist with land tenure to save farmland for future generations. 

There are three types of Direct Farm Ownership Loans: regular, down payment and joint financing. FSA also offers 
a Direct Farm Ownership Microloan option for smaller financial needs up to $50,000. 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ffsa.usda.gov%2F%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=04%7C01%7C%7C1ad609a89e124e3ff7f408d9fb1348e3%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637816882511737912%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=NKTDLJJkwV586i7LIf7UlGHoDrEv72T27A43E7482MU%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.nrcs.usda.gov%2Fwps%2Fportal%2Fnrcs%2Fsite%2Fnational%2Fhome%2F%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=04%7C01%7C%7C1ad609a89e124e3ff7f408d9fb1348e3%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637816882511894134%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=7EMe241NqWxRBWw1Sy9h7Fpbc7UZ9Yg2DwfDRorHO%2F0%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Frma.usda.gov%2F%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=04%7C01%7C%7C1ad609a89e124e3ff7f408d9fb1348e3%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637816882511894134%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=yex47gFCVMQXi749PY%2F%2B%2B9PG46TAnOqx%2BqevHQFFY9c%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2Fprograms-and-services%2Ffarm-loan-programs%2Ffarm-ownership-loans%2Findex%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=04%7C01%7C%7C1ad609a89e124e3ff7f408d9fb1348e3%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637816882511894134%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=zWTCq3YdIWQhfWJId4fXBjAJcCZmu9efjDfel2zJxlg%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2Fprograms-and-services%2Ffarm-loan-programs%2Fmicroloans%2Findex%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=04%7C01%7C%7C1ad609a89e124e3ff7f408d9fb1348e3%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637816882511894134%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=m60j0%2FPGT25Nhx%2FqCwmZZz%2B1OcKtRRGQavXeYuAMEC4%3D&reserved=0


Joint financing allows FSA to provide more farmers and ranchers with access to capital. FSA lends up to 50 
percent of the total amount financed. A commercial lender, a State program or the seller of the property being 
purchased, provides the balance of loan funds, with or without an FSA guarantee. The maximum loan amount for 
a joint financing loan is $600,000, and the repayment period for the loan is up to 40 years. 

The operation must be an eligible farm enterprise. Farm Ownership loan funds cannot be used to finance nonfarm 
enterprises and all applicants must be able to meet general eligibility requirements. Loan applicants are also 
required to have participated in the business operations of a farm or ranch for at least three years out of the 10 
years prior to the date the application is submitted. The applicant must show documentation that their participation 
in the business operation of the farm or ranch was not solely as a laborer. 

For more information about farm loans, contact your Platte County USDA Service Center at 307-322-4050 or visit 
fsa.usda.gov. 

 

Five Facts About the United States Drought Monitor 
This is likely no surprise to you, but drought persists across the western U.S. and is intensifying in some areas. No 
geographic area is immune to the potential of drought at any given time. The U.S. Drought Monitor provides a 
weekly drought assessment, and it plays an important role in USDA programs that help farmers and ranchers 
recover from drought. 

Fact #1 - Numerous agencies use the Drought Monitor to inform drought-related decisions. 

The map identifies areas of drought and labels them by intensity on a weekly basis. It categorizes the entire 
country as being in one of six levels of drought. The first two, None and Abnormally Dry (D0), are not considered 
to be drought. The next four describe increasing levels of drought: Moderate (D1), Severe (D2), Extreme (D3) and 
Exceptional (D4).  

While many entities consult the Drought Monitor for drought information, drought declarations are made by 
federal, state and local agencies that may or may not use the Drought Monitor to inform their decisions. Some of 
the ways USDA uses it to determine a producer’s eligibility for certain drought assistance programs, like 
the Livestock Forage Disaster Program and Emergency Haying or Grazing on Conservation Reserve Program 
acres and to “fast-track” Secretarial drought disaster designations.  

Fact #2 - U.S. Drought Monitor is made with more than precipitation data. 

When you think about drought, you probably think about water, or the lack of it. Precipitation plays a major role in 
the creation of the Drought Monitor, but the map’s author considers numerous indicators, including drought 
impacts and local insight from over 450 expert observers around the country. Authors use several dozen indicators 
to assess drought, including precipitation, streamflow, reservoir levels, temperature and evaporative demand, soil 
moisture and vegetation health. Because the drought monitor depicts both short and long‐term drought conditions, 
the authors must look at data for multiple timeframes. The final map produced each week represents a summary 
of the story being told by all the pieces of data. To help tell that story, authors don’t just look at data. They 
converse over the course of the map-making week with experts across the country and draw information about 
drought impacts from media reports and private citizens. 

Fact #3 - A real person, using real data, updates the map. 

Each week’s map author, not a computer, processes and analyzes data to update the drought monitor. The map 
authors are trained climatologists or meteorologists from the National Drought Mitigation Center at the University 
of Nebraska-Lincoln (the academic partner and website host of the Drought Monitor), the National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration and USDA. The author’s job is to do what a computer can’t – use their expertise to 
reconcile the sometimes-conflicting stories told by each stream of data into a single assessment. 

Fact #4 - The Drought Monitor provides a current snapshot, not a forecast. 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2F%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=04%7C01%7C%7C1ad609a89e124e3ff7f408d9fb1348e3%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637816882511894134%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=rGScfAwlK31TLQwxqbLLBwBzhBZjfTp6I89zVIuq9zM%3D&reserved=0
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDgsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMjAyMjUuNTQwMTMzMzEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL2Ryb3VnaHRtb25pdG9yLnVubC5lZHUvP3V0bV9tZWRpdW09ZW1haWwmdXRtX3NvdXJjZT1nb3ZkZWxpdmVyeSJ9.oyrmEy8FIOMsbBbSwZPLWiI-4zkFFtn7H7MfU9Cqii8/s/1039047914/br/127171978255-l?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
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https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMTAsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMjAyMjUuNTQwMTMzMzEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5mc2EudXNkYS5nb3YvcHJvZ3JhbXMtYW5kLXNlcnZpY2VzL2Rpc2FzdGVyLWFzc2lzdGFuY2UtcHJvZ3JhbS9pbmRleD91dG1fbWVkaXVtPWVtYWlsJnV0bV9zb3VyY2U9Z292ZGVsaXZlcnkifQ.wjXrvRejHZVhF-pa5paiLLaL5bqg94Pg20y9pr8MKMk/s/1039047914/br/127171978255-l?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMTEsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMjAyMjUuNTQwMTMzMzEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5mc2EudXNkYS5nb3YvcHJvZ3JhbXMtYW5kLXNlcnZpY2VzL2Rpc2FzdGVyLWFzc2lzdGFuY2UtcHJvZ3JhbS9saXZlc3RvY2stZm9yYWdlL2luZGV4P3V0bV9tZWRpdW09ZW1haWwmdXRtX3NvdXJjZT1nb3ZkZWxpdmVyeSJ9.QfEb4r8jdr0RuVDxlnHp5kuTvUDW3Opg1gRvYV06vVI/s/1039047914/br/127171978255-l?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
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The Drought Monitor is a “snapshot” of conditions observed during the most recent week and builds off the 
previous week’s map. The map is released on Thursdays and depicts conditions based on data for the week that 
ended the preceding Tuesday. Rain that falls on the Wednesday just before the USDM’s release won’t be reflected 
until the next map is published. This provides a consistent, week‐to‐week product and gives the author a window 
to assess the data and come up with a final map. 

Fact #5 – Your input can be part of the drought-monitoring process. 

State climatologists and other trained observers in the drought monitoring network relay on-the-ground information 
from numerous sources to the US Drought monitor author each week. That can include information that you 
contribute. 

The Drought Monitor serves as a trigger for multiple forms of federal disaster relief for agricultural producers, and 
sometimes producers contact the author to suggest that drought conditions in their area are worse than what the 
latest drought monitor shows. When the author gets a call like that, it prompts them to look closely at all available 
data for that area, to see whether measurements of precipitation, temperature, soil moisture and other indicators 
corroborate producer-submitted reports. This is the process that authors follow whether they receive one report or 
one hundred reports, although reports from more points may help state officials and others know where to look for 
impacts. 

There are multiple ways to contribute your observations: 

1. Talk to your state climatologist - Find the current list at the American Association of State 
Climatologists website. 

2. Email - Emails sent to droughtmonitor@unl.edu inform the USDM authors. 
3. Become a CoCoRaHS observer - Submit drought reports along with daily precipitation observations to 

the Community Collaborative Rain, Hail & Snow Network. 
4. Submit Condition Monitoring Observer Reports (CMOR) - go.unl.edu/CMOR  

For more information, read our Ask the Expert blog with a NDMC climatologist or visit farmers.gov/protection-
recovery 

 

Making Your Land More Resilient to Drought 
Now that the 2021 crop year has ended, it’s time to start planning for 2022 and beyond. 
Many farmers and ranchers west of the Mississippi River have had a very difficult year in 
2021 due to drought. Those in other areas of the country were spared from the worst of the 
drought this time but may not be as lucky in future years. So, as you’re planning for 2022 
production, you may want to consider some conservation practices that can help make your 
land and livestock more resilient to drought and help your bottom line.  

USDA’s Natural Resources Conservation Service can help you conserve water and build resilience to drought, 
through conservation practices that improve irrigation efficiency, boost soil health, and manage grazing lands.  

Irrigation Efficiency USDA helps you improve your irrigation efficiency to ensure each drop of water is used 
wisely. Saving water on your farm can help during drought and can offset rising water costs; reduce expenditures 
for energy, chemicals, and labor; and enhance revenues through higher crop yields and improved crop quality. 
Funded conservation practices include conversion to more efficient irrigation systems, such as micro-irrigation or 
subsurface drip irrigation, installation of irrigation pipeline, irrigation water management, structures for water 
control, and flow meters. Tools like drip irrigation, which provides water precisely where and when it’s needed, can 
achieve greater precision with flow meters and soil moisture sensors.  

Soil Health In addition, soil health conservation practices, such as reduced- or no-till, cover crops, mulching and 
residue management can help to make your soil, and the plants you grow or animals you raise, healthier. Healthier 
soil can absorb and retain more water for longer periods of time, making your farm or ranch more resilient to 
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drought. Using soil health practices, you can conserve water by increasing your soil’s water-holding capacity and 
use conservation tillage to keep the ground covered, reducing water loss through transpiration and evaporation.  

And soil health practices increase organic matter, and each pound of organic matter can hold up to 20 pounds of 
water. Every 1% increase in organic matter results in as much as 25,000 gallons of soil water per acre. Each 1% 
increase in organic matter can also provide up to 30 pounds of more available nitrogen per acre. That means less 
money and time spent on inputs like water and fertilizer, which make your operation more profitable.  

Rotational/Prescribed Grazing, Water Sources for Livestock Drought also impacts grazing lands, and NRCS 
works with you to increase the resilience of your livestock operation. Ranchers can adapt to dry conditions in two 
main ways: increasing the availability and suitability of forage and ensuring that cattle have an adequate and 
reliable source of water. For forage, rotational or prescribed grazing (rotating cattle among pastures) can relieve 
pressure on stressed vegetation and ensure a more consistent supply of forage for animals. NRCS 
conservationists can also work with you to plant more drought-tolerant forage species, plants best suited to local 
soils and conditions. For reliable sources of water, NRCS can help you with installing watering facilities, water 
wells, or water pipeline for livestock. Having available forage and water for livestock can make a big difference in 
difficult drought conditions.  

USDA and NRCS are here for you, helping you recover from drought and prepare for the next one. For more 
information on drought recovery assistance at https://www.farmers.gov/protection-recovery/drought#recovery. For 
more information on conservation practices to make your operation more resilient to drought in future years, go 
to www.nrcs.usda.gov. 

 
 

 

  
Platte County USDA Service Center 

1502 Progress Ct 
Wheatland, WY 82201 

Phone: 307-322-4050 
Fax: 855-415-3444 

Pam Metz  
County Executive Director 
307-269-3107 
pamela.metz@usda.gov 

Sydney Burek  
NRCS District Conservationist 
307-269-3114 
sydney.burek@usda.gov 

Dixie Mount  
Farm Loan Manager  
307-269-3110 
dixie.mount@usda.gov 

  

Next COC meeting: March 24th @ 10:00am   
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