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From The Desk of Linda Benzel 
Hello Producers~ 

Hope you all are surviving these frigid temperatures.   Warmer weather is in the forecast and 
hopefully will bring relief sooner than later. 

We included an article on the Livestock Indemnity Program.  This program is for livestock 
death losses due to severe, adverse weather conditions.  It is important to contact the office 
to file a Notice of Loss within 30 days of when the death losses are apparent. 

A reminder there is a deadline approaching for the 2022 Livestock Forage Program on January 30, 
2023.  Please call the office to schedule an appointment if you haven’t already applied for the program (article 
included). 

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year to you all! 

Linda 
 

Disaster Assistance for 2022 Livestock Forage Losses 
Producers in Sheridan~Johnson County are eligible to apply for 2022 Livestock 
Forage Disaster Program (LFP) benefits on [small grain, native pasture, improved 
pasture, annual ryegrass, forage sorghum.] 

LFP provides compensation if you suffer grazing losses for covered livestock due 
to drought on privately owned or cash leased land or fire on federally managed land. 

County committees can only accept LFP applications after notification is received by the National Office of 
qualifying drought or if a federal agency prohibits producers from grazing normal permitted livestock on 
federally managed lands due to qualifying fire.  You must complete a CCC-853 and the required supporting 
documentation, for 2022 losses. 

For additional information about LFP, including eligible livestock and fire criteria, contact the 
Sheridan~Johnson County USDA Service Center at (307) 683-4202 or visit fsa.usda.gov 

 
Disaster Assistance Available for Livestock Losses 
The Livestock Indemnity Program (LIP) provides assistance to you for livestock 
deaths in excess of normal mortality caused by adverse weather, disease and 
attacks by animals reintroduced into the wild by the federal government or protected 
by federal law. 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ffsa.usda.gov%2F%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=05%7C01%7C%7C6218fc571c60433ab70908dae509eed8%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C638074128449450363%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=jZwsPoq7PAxF7xxt%2F0Vag4ro9zg36V72gWontW7Nqpw%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.nrcs.usda.gov%2F%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=05%7C01%7C%7C6218fc571c60433ab70908dae509eed8%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C638074128449450363%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=l6NV21UkxDUGGlu%2FCOMH7F5SQNYkxJJO86p5S%2F4%2BEs0%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Frma.usda.gov%2F%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=05%7C01%7C%7C6218fc571c60433ab70908dae509eed8%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C638074128449450363%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=T03PfU60y5rZNsv%2BAxXgtAMKGdIRlpaeUOBzY%2F9Haug%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2F%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=05%7C01%7C%7C6218fc571c60433ab70908dae509eed8%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C638074128449450363%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=lzyTUuCFTWcDuhLarH4n9q0LtQjk3zq0jeVEucXKiBA%3D&reserved=0


For disease losses, FSA county committees can accept veterinarian certifications that livestock deaths were 
directly related to adverse weather and unpreventable through good animal husbandry and management. 

For 2022 livestock losses, you must file a notice within 30 calendar days of when the loss is first apparent. 
You then must provide the following supporting documentation to your local FSA office no later than 60 
calendar days after the end of the calendar year in which the eligible loss condition occurred. 

• Proof of death documentation 
• Copy of grower’s contracts 
• Proof of normal mortality documentation 

USDA has established normal mortality rates for each type and weight range of eligible livestock, i.e. Adult 
Beef Cow = 1.5% and Non-Adult Beef Cattle (less than 250 pounds) = 5%. These established percentages 
reflect losses that are considered expected or typical under “normal” conditions. 

In addition to filing a notice of loss, you must also submit an application for payment by March 1, 2023. 

For more information, contact the Sheridan~Johnson County USDA Service Center at (307) 683-4202 or visit 
fsa.usda.gov. 

 
New NRCS Website 
We’re excited to unveil our new website, which was designed for you, whether you’re a 
farmer, rancher or forest landowner who uses Natural Resources Conservation Service 
(NRCS) conservation programs or one of our partners who helps us deliver on the 
conservation mission. 

The new NRCS site has been designed to support and enhance our mission by delivering 
relevant, timely, customer-focused information in an easy-to-navigate platform.  

Key features include:  

• It’s been designed using the U.S. Web Design System, so you’ll see a certain “family resemblance” 
among USDA and other federal websites, including farmers.gov.  

• It’s accessible (or 508 conformant), meaning the site is designed for use by people with disabilities.   
• It’s mobile responsive, meaning that it should work on a phone or tablet at easily as on a desktop 

computer.    
Be sure to check out our:  

• Guides and Instructions- Search by resource type, NRCS program, natural resource concern, and 
state.   

• Getting Assistance- Learn more about available technical and financial assistance and how you can 
get support online as well as with the NRCS at your local Service Center.  

• Conservation by State- Find information on NRCS programs, services and other information in your 
state.  

If you can’t find something that you used to find on our website, contact us and we can help.  
 

 

 

  

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2F%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=05%7C01%7C%7C6218fc571c60433ab70908dae509eed8%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C638074128449450363%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=lzyTUuCFTWcDuhLarH4n9q0LtQjk3zq0jeVEucXKiBA%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.nrcs.usda.gov%2Fresources%3Fresource_type%3D19%26title%3D%26utm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=05%7C01%7C%7C6218fc571c60433ab70908dae509eed8%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C638074128449450363%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=bWAmQXxVQJgJl4i%2Fr852neFTkpNgeefAvusKVQz2xs8%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.nrcs.usda.gov%2Fgetting-assistance%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=05%7C01%7C%7C6218fc571c60433ab70908dae509eed8%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C638074128449450363%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=kWnPS9CJBHjKVFURWUTpLzxjdBY3A%2Fppjk6YQDp1fKY%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.nrcs.usda.gov%2Fconservation-basics%2Fconservation-by-state%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=05%7C01%7C%7C6218fc571c60433ab70908dae509eed8%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C638074128449450363%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=rllr46N9IewxZpKGqqjgzTlXIREZgWxHkvkXnGPc4D4%3D&reserved=0
mailto:FPAC.BC.ExternalAffairs@usda.gov?subject=NRCS%20new%20website


USDA Service Center 
1949 Sugarland Drive, Ste 126 

Sheridan, WY 82801 

Phone: 307-683-4202 

Fax: 1-866-574-1670 

  

County Executive Director 

Linda Benzel 

linda.benzel@usda.gov 

Program Technician 

Justine Scheeler 

justine.scheeler@usda.gov 

Program Technician 

Joy Koonin 

joy.koonin@usda.gov 

Program Technician, Temps 

Shyan Davidson 

shyan.davidson@usda.gov 

Chelsea Stookey 

chelsea.stookey@usda.gov 

County Committee Members: 

John Buyok, Chairman 

Thad Stoltz, Vice Chairman 

Ray Daly, Regular Member 

Gerry Miller, Regular Member 

Joni Harlan, Regular Member 

Farm Loan Manager: 

Rob Weppner 

307-682-8843 ext. 2 
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