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From Lisa's Desk: 
Greetings, 

There is a new program, it is called the Emergency Livestock Relief Program.  Please 
read the article below. 

Also, the Grasslands CRP application period is open until 5/13/22.  Please take a 
moment to read that article as well. 

Emergency Livestock Assistance Program (ELAP):  Please give the office a call within 30 days to begin a 
notice of loss or there is a possibility that your costs will not qualify for payment. 

If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to call the office at 307-347-2456 ext. 2.  

Best wishes, 

Lisa Bower 

CED 
 

USDA to Provide Payments to Livestock Producers Impacted 
by Drought or Wildfire  
New Emergency Livestock Relief benefits to be delivered through two-phased approach; compensation for 2021 
forage losses  

WASHINGTON, March 31, 2022 – The U.S Department of Agriculture (USDA) today announced that ranchers 
who have approved applications through the 2021 Livestock Forage Disaster Program (LFP) for forage losses due 
to severe drought or wildfire in 2021 will soon begin receiving emergency relief payments for increases in 
supplemental feed costs in 2021 through the Farm Service Agency’s (FSA) new Emergency Livestock Relief 
Program (ELRP). 

“Producers of grazing livestock experienced catastrophic losses of available forage as well as higher costs for 
supplemental feed in 2021. Unfortunately, the conditions driving these losses have not improved for many and 
have even worsened for some, as drought spreads across the U.S.,” said Agriculture Secretary Tom Vilsack.  “In 
order to deliver much-needed assistance as efficiently as possible, phase one of the ELRP will use certain data 
from the Livestock Forage Disaster Program (LFP), allowing USDA to distribute payments within days to livestock 
producers.”  

Background  
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On September 30, 2021, President Biden signed into law the Extending Government Funding and Delivering 
Emergency Assistance Act (P.L. 117-43). This Act includes $10 billion in assistance to agricultural producers 
impacted by wildfires, droughts, hurricanes, winter storms and other eligible disasters experienced during calendar 
years 2020 and 2021. Additionally, the Act specifically targets $750 million to provide assistance to livestock 
producers for losses incurred due to drought or wildfires in calendar year 2021. ELRP is part of FSA’s 
implementation of the Act.  

For impacted ranchers, USDA will leverage LFP data to deliver immediate relief for increases in supplemental feed 
costs in 2021. LFP is an important tool that provides up to 60% of the estimated replacement feed cost when an 
eligible drought adversely impacts grazing lands or 50% of the monthly feed cost for the number of days the 
producer is prohibited from grazing the managed rangeland because of a qualifying wildfire.  

FSA received more than 100,000 applications totaling nearly $670 million in payments to livestock producers 
under LFP for the 2021 program year.    

Congress recognized requests for assistance beyond this existing program and provided specific funding for 
disaster-impacted livestock producers in 2021.   

ELRP Eligibility – Phase One  

To be eligible for an ELRP payment under phase one of program delivery, livestock producers must have suffered 
grazing losses in a county rated by the U.S. Drought Monitor as having a D2 (severe drought) for eight 
consecutive weeks or a D3 (extreme drought) or higher level of drought intensity during the 2021 calendar year, 
and have applied and been approved for 2021 LFP. Additionally, producers whose permitted grazing on federally 
managed lands was disallowed due to wildfire are also eligible for ELRP payments, if they applied and were 
approved for 2021 LFP. 

As part of FSA’s efforts to streamline and simplify the delivery of ELRP phase one benefits, producers are not 
required to submit an application for payment; however, they must have the following forms on file with FSA within 
a subsequently announced deadline as determined by the Deputy Administrator for Farm Programs:  

• CCC-853, Livestock Forage Disaster Program Application  
• Form AD-2047, Customer Data Worksheet.  
• Form CCC-902, Farm Operating Plan for an individual or legal entity.  
• Form CCC-901, Member Information for Legal Entities (if applicable).  
• Form FSA-510, Request for an Exception to the $125,000 Payment Limitation for Certain Programs (if 

applicable).  
• Form CCC-860, Socially Disadvantaged, Limited Resource, Beginning and Veteran Farmer or Rancher 

Certification, if applicable, for the 2021 program year.  
• A highly erodible land conservation (sometimes referred to as HELC) and wetland conservation 

certification (Form AD-1026 Highly Erodible Land Conservation (HELC) and Wetland Conservation (WC) 
Certification) for the ELRP producer and applicable affiliates. 

ELRP Payment Calculation – Phase One  

To further expedite payments to eligible livestock producers, determine eligibility, and calculate an ELRP phase 
one payment, FSA will utilize livestock inventories and drought-affected forage acreage or restricted animal units 
and grazing days due to wildfire already reported by the producer when they submitted a 2021 CCC-853, 
Livestock Forage Disaster Program Application form.   

Phase one ELRP payments will be equal to the eligible livestock producer’s gross 2021 LFP calculated payment 
multiplied by a payment percentage, to reach a reasonable approximation of increased supplemental feed costs 
for eligible livestock producers in 2021.   



The ELRP payment percentage will be 90% for historically underserved producers, including beginning, limited 
resource, and veteran farmers and ranchers, and 75% for all other producers.  These payments will be subject to a 
payment limitation. 

To qualify for the higher payment percentage, eligible producers must have a CCC-860, Socially Disadvantaged, 
Limited Resource, Beginning and Veteran Farmer or Rancher Certification, form on file with FSA for the 2021 
program year.  

Payments to eligible producers through phase one of ELRP are estimated to total more than $577 million.  

ELRP - Phase Two   

Today’s announcement is only Phase One of relief for livestock producers.  FSA continues to evaluate and identify 
impacts of 2021 drought and wildfire on livestock producers to ensure equitable and inclusive distribution of much-
needed emergency relief program benefits.    

Emergency Relief Program (ERP) Assistance for Crop Producers  

FSA is developing a two-phased process to provide assistance to diversified, row crop and specialty crop 
operations that were impacted by an eligible natural disaster event in calendar years 2020 or 2021. 

This program will provide assistance to crop producers and will follow a two-phased process similar to that of the 
livestock assistance with implementation of the first phase in the coming weeks. Phase one of the crop assistance 
program delivery will leverage existing Federal Crop Insurance or Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program 
data as the basis for calculating initial payments.  

Making the initial payments using existing safety net and risk management data will both speed implementation 
and further encourage participation in these permanent programs, including the Pasture, Rangeland, Forage 
Rainfall Index Crop Insurance Program, as Congress intended.  

The second phase of the crop program will be intended to fill additional assistance gaps and cover eligible 
producers who did not participate in existing risk management programs.    

Through proactive communication and outreach, USDA will keep producers and stakeholders informed as ERP 
implementation details are made available.  

Due to the persistent drought conditions in the Great Plains and West, FSA will be offering additional relief through 
the Emergency Assistance for Livestock, Honeybees and Farm-raised Fish Program (ELAP) to help ranchers 
cover above normal costs of hauling livestock to forage.  This policy enhancement complements previously 
announced ELAP compensation for hauling feed to livestock.  Soon after FSA announced the assistance for 
hauling feed to livestock, stakeholders were quick to point out that producers also were hauling the livestock to the 
feed source as well and encouraged this additional flexibility.    

It is important to note that, unlike ELRP emergency relief benefits which are only applicable for eligible losses 
incurred in the 2021 calendar year, this ELAP livestock and feed hauling compensation will not only be retroactive 
for 2021 but will also be available for losses in 2022 and subsequent years.   

To calculate ELAP program benefits, an online tool is currently available to help producers document and estimate 
payments to cover feed transportation cost increases caused by drought and will soon be updated to assist 
producers with calculations associated with drought related costs incurred for hauling livestock to forage  

More Information   

Additional USDA disaster assistance information can be found on farmers.gov, including USDA resources 
specifically for producer impacted by drought and wildfire and the Disaster Assistance Discovery Tool, Disaster-at-
a-Glance fact sheet, and Farm Loan Discovery Tool. For FSA and Natural Resources Conservation Service 
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programs, producers should contact their local USDA Service Center. For assistance with a crop insurance claim, 
producers and landowners should contact their crop insurance agent.   

USDA touches the lives of all Americans each day in so many positive ways. Under the Biden-Harris 
Administration, USDA is transforming America’s food system with a greater focus on more resilient local and 
regional food production, fairer markets for all producers, ensuring access to safe, healthy and nutritious food in all 
communities, building new markets and streams of income for farmers and producers using climate smart food 
and forestry practices, making historic investments in infrastructure and clean energy capabilities in rural America, 
and committing to equity across the Department by removing systemic barriers and building a workforce more 
representative of America. To learn more, visit usda.gov.   

 
USDA Encourages Producers to Enroll in Grassland CRP 
The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) encourages producers and landowners to 
enroll in the Grassland Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) starting next week 
through May 13, 2022. Grassland CRP provides a unique opportunity for farmers, 
ranchers, and agricultural landowners to keep land in agricultural production and 
supplement their income while improving their soils and permanent grass cover.   The 
program had its highest enrollment in history in 2021 and is part of the Biden-Harris 
Administration’s broader effort to equip producers with the tools they need to help 
address climate change and invest in the long-term health of our natural resources. 

Grassland CRP is a federally funded voluntary working lands program. Through the program, USDA’s Farm 
Service Agency (FSA) provides annual rental payments to landowners to maintain and conserve grasslands while 
allowing producers to graze, hay, and produce seed on that land.  Maintaining the existing permanent cover 
provides several benefits, including reducing erosion, providing wildlife habitat and migration corridors, and 
capturing and maintaining carbon in the soil and cover.     

FSA provides participants with annual rental payments and cost-share assistance. The annual rental rate varies by 
county with a national minimum rental rate of $13 per acre for this signup. Contract duration is 10 or 15 years.  

Grassland CRP National Priority Zones  

Because Grassland CRP supports not only grazing operations but also biodiversity and conserving 
environmentally sensitive land such as that prone to wind erosion, FSA created two National Priority Zones in 
2021: the Greater Yellowstone Migration Corridor and Dust Bowl Zone. As part of the Biden-Harris 
Administration’s focus on conservation in important wildlife corridors and key seasonal ranges, for this year’s 
signup, FSA is expanding the Greater Yellowstone Wildlife Migration Corridor Priority Zone to include seven 
additional counties across Montana, Wyoming, and Utah, to help protect the big-game animal migration corridor 
associated with Wyoming elk, mule deer, and antelope.   

Offers within one of these National Priority Zones will receive an additional 15 ranking points and $5 per acre if at 
least 50% of the offer is located in the zone.  

Alongside Grassland CRP, producers and landowners can also enroll acres in Continuous CRP under the ongoing 
sign up, which includes projects available through the Conservation Reserve Enhancement Program (CREP) and 
State Acres for Wildlife Enhancement (SAFE).     

Broadening Reach of Program  

As part of the Agency’s Justice40 efforts, producers and landowners who are historically underserved, including 
beginning farmers and military veterans, will receive 10 additional ranking points to enhance their offers.  

Additionally, USDA is working to broaden the scope and reach of Grassland CRP by leveraging the Conservation 
Reserve Enhancement Program (CREP) to engage historically underserved communities. CREP is a partnership 
program that enables states, Tribal governments, non-profit, and private entities to partner with FSA to implement 
CRP practices and address high priority conservation and environmental objectives. Interested entities are 
encouraged to contact FSA.  
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More Information on CRP    

Landowners and producers interested in Grassland CRP should contact their local USDA Service Center to learn 
more or to apply for the program before the May 13 deadline.  Additionally, fact sheets and other resources are 
available at fsa.usda.gov/crp.     

Signed into law in 1985, CRP is one of the largest voluntary private-lands conservation programs in the United 
States. The working lands signup announced today demonstrates how much it has evolved from the original 
program that was primarily intended to control soil erosion and only had the option to take enrolled land out of 
production. The program has expanded over the years and now supports a greater variety of conservation and 
wildlife benefits, along with the associated economic benefits.       

 
Preauthorized Debit Available for Farm Loan Borrowers 
USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) has implemented pre-authorized debit (PAD) for 
Farm Loan Program (FLP) borrowers. PAD is a voluntary and alternative method for 
making weekly, bi-weekly, monthly, quarterly, semi-annual or annual payments on 
loans. 

PAD payments are pre-authorized transactions that allow the National Financial and 
Accounting Operations Center (NFAOC) to electronically collect loan payments from a 
customer’s account at a financial institution. 

PAD may be useful if you use nonfarm income from regular wages or salary to make payments on loans or 
adjustment offers or for payments from seasonal produce stands. PAD can only be established for future 
payments. 

To request PAD, customers, along with their financial institution, must fill out form RD 3550-28. This form has no 
expiration date, but a separate form RD 3550-28 must be completed for each loan to which payments are to be 
applied. A fillable form can be accessed on the USDA Rural Development (RD) website at 
rd.usda.gov/publications/regulations-guidelines. Click forms and search for “Form 3550-28.” 

If you have a “filter” on the account at your financial institution, you will need to provide the financial institution with 
the following information: Origination ID: 1220040804, Agency Name: USDA RD DCFO. 

PAD is offered by FSA at no cost. Check with your financial institution to discuss any potential cost. Preauthorized 
debit has no expiration date, but you can cancel at any time by submitting a written request to your local FSA 
office. If a preauthorized debit agreement receives three payment rejections within a three-month period, the 
preauthorized debit agreement will be cancelled by FSA. The payment amount and due date of your loan is not 
affected by a cancellation of preauthorized debit. You are responsible to ensure your full payment is made by the 
due date. 

For more information about PAD, contact your Washakie/Hot Springs County USDA Service Center at 307-347-
2456 x 2 or visit fsa.usda.gov. 

 
Making Your Land More Resilient to Drought 

Now that the 2021 crop year has ended, it’s time to start planning for 2022 and beyond. 
Many farmers and ranchers west of the Mississippi River have had a very difficult year in 
2021 due to drought. Those in other areas of the country were spared from the worst of 
the drought this time but may not be as lucky in future years. So, as you’re planning for 
2022 production, you may want to consider some conservation practices that can help 
make your land and livestock more resilient to drought and help your bottom line. 

USDA’s Natural Resources Conservation Service can help you conserve water and build resilience to drought, 
through conservation practices that improve irrigation efficiency, boost soil health, and manage grazing lands. 
 
Irrigation Efficiency 

http://www.farmers.gov/service-locator?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2Fprograms-and-services%2Fconservation-programs%2Fconservation-reserve-program%2Findex%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=04%7C01%7C%7Cbf4053befc414113c73208da18060f26%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637848711670567770%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=wRFKUV3%2BEjoL48HQUx1CRXMirPOFiQAIU0AbF5Inpu0%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.rd.usda.gov%2Fpage%2Fregulations-and-guidance%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=04%7C01%7C%7Cbf4053befc414113c73208da18060f26%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637848711670567770%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=gM5rHq%2Fq3L8lKAHlXcKJN%2FuJP6k9%2FIsyLC00JbHOOXs%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2F%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=04%7C01%7C%7Cbf4053befc414113c73208da18060f26%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637848711670567770%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=fLwoPodxVG%2F0XQsIB7D%2BSm8JkBfAKwUIVwxCL0Hloz0%3D&reserved=0


USDA helps you improve your irrigation efficiency to ensure each drop of water is used wisely. Saving water on 
your farm can help during drought and can offset rising water costs; reduce expenditures for energy, chemicals, 
and labor; and enhance revenues through higher crop yields and improved crop quality. Funded conservation 
practices include conversion to more efficient irrigation systems, such as micro-irrigation or subsurface drip 
irrigation, installation of irrigation pipeline, irrigation water management, structures for water control, and flow 
meters. Tools like drip irrigation, which provides water precisely where and when it’s needed, can achieve greater 
precision with flow meters and soil moisture sensors. 

Soil Health 

In addition, soil health conservation practices, such as reduced- or no-till, cover crops, mulching and residue 
management can help to make your soil, and the plants you grow or animals you raise, healthier. Healthier soil 
can absorb and retain more water for longer periods of time, making your farm or ranch more resilient to 
drought. Using soil health practices, you can conserve water by increasing your soil’s water-holding capacity and 
use conservation tillage to keep the ground covered, reducing water loss through transpiration and evaporation. 

And soil health practices increase organic matter, and each pound of organic matter can hold up to 20 pounds of 
water. Every 1% increase in organic matter results in as much as 25,000 gallons of soil water per acre. Each 1% 
increase in organic matter can also provide up to 30 pounds of more available nitrogen per acre. That means less 
money and time spent on inputs like water and fertilizer, which make your operation more profitable. 

Rotational/Prescribed Grazing, Water Sources for Livestock 

Drought also impacts grazing lands, and NRCS works with you to increase the resilience of your livestock 
operation. Ranchers can adapt to dry conditions in two main ways: increasing the availability and suitability of 
forage and ensuring that cattle have an adequate and reliable source of water. For forage, rotational or prescribed 
grazing (rotating cattle among pastures) can relieve pressure on stressed vegetation and ensure a more 
consistent supply of forage for animals. NRCS conservationists can also work with you to plant more drought-
tolerant forage species, plants best suited to local soils and conditions. For reliable sources of water, NRCS can 
help you with installing watering facilities, water wells, or water pipeline for livestock. Having available forage and 
water for livestock can make a big difference in difficult drought conditions. 

USDA and NRCS are here for you, helping you recover from drought and prepare for the next one. For more 
information on drought recovery assistance at https://www.farmers.gov/protection-recovery/drought#recovery. For 
more information on conservation practices to make your operation more resilient to drought in future years, go 
to www.nrcs.usda.gov. 
 

 

 

USDA SERVICE CENTER 
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Program Technician  
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