
 

Message From Washakie/Hot Springs County FSA 

April showers bring May flowers and hopefully lots of crops and grass.  The drought 
monitor is still reading D3 for Washakie and Hot Springs  Counties which has opened 
the 2022 Livestock Forage Disaster Program (LFP).  Software is now available for this 
program, and we are accepting application for your 2022 grazing losses.    

You may also have noticed an additional deposit in your bank account from our 
office.  Anyone who participated in the 2021 LFP program received an additional 
payment under the Emergency Relief Program, which was based on your 2021 LFP 
payment amount, this was part of Phase 1 of this program.  Phase 2 is still to come, 
watch future new bulletins for more information. 

In addition the Emergency Assistance for Livestock, Honeybees and Farm-raised Fish 
Program (ELAP) is covering water hauling, feed hauling and now hauling livestock to 
feed for 2022.   The hauling of livestock to feed is retroactive to 2021 and an online 
tool is included in the news article for assistance in completing this signup.   

Please remember that the deadline for spring acreage reporting is July 15, 2022, but 
don’t hesitate to stop by and report as soon as you have completed planting to 
avoid the last day rush. 

This newsletter is jam packed with program information and it would be very bene-
ficial to check them all out.  There is something interesting for any type of producer.  
As always we are here to serve your agricultural signup needs.  Stop by or call us for 
further information on any of the programs,  hope to see or hear from all of you 
soon. 
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 Disaster Assistance for 2022 Livestock Forage 
Losses 

Producers in our counties are eligible to apply for 2022 Live-
stock Forage Disaster Program (LFP) benefits on native pas-
ture.  LFP provides compensation if you suffer grazing losses 
for covered livestock due to drought on privately owned or 
cash leased land or fire on federally managed land.   

You must complete a CCC-853 and the required supporting 
documentation no later than January 31, 2023 for 2022 loss-
es. For additional information about LFP, including eligible 
livestock and fire criteria, contact the Washakie/Hot Springs 
USDA Service Center at (307)347-2456Ext 2 or visit 
fsa.usda.gov. 

Maintaining ARC/PLC Acreage  

If you’re enrolled in the Agriculture Risk Coverage 
(ARC) or Price Loss Coverage (PLC) programs, you 
must protect all cropland and noncropland acres on 
the farm from wind and water erosion and noxious 
weeds. By signing ARC county or individual contracts 
and PLC contracts, you agree to effectively control 
noxious weeds on the farm according to sound agri-
cultural practices. If you fail to take necessary actions 
to correct a maintenance problem on your farm that 
is enrolled in ARC or PLC, the County Committee may 
elect to terminate your contract for the program year.   

Happy  

Spring 

https://www.fsa.usda.gov/programs-and-services/disaster-assistance-program/emergency-assist-for-livestock-honey-bees-fish/index
https://www.fsa.usda.gov/programs-and-services/disaster-assistance-program/emergency-assist-for-livestock-honey-bees-fish/index
http://www.fsa.usda.gov


 

File a Notice of Loss for Failed and Prevented Planted Acres 

USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA) reminds you to report prevented planting and failed acres in order to establish or retain FSA 

program eligibility for some programs. 

You should report crop acreage you intended to plant, but due to natural disaster, were prevented from planting. Prevented 

planting acreage must be reported on form CCC-576, Notice of Loss, no later than 15 calendar days after the final planting date as 

established by FSA and Risk Management Agency (RMA).  

 

The final planting date for Barley, oats, wheat and Sugar Beets is May 20, Corn for grain May 25, Corn for forage May 31, and Dry 

Beans June 5.   

If you’re unable to report the prevented planting acreage within the 15 calendar days following the final planting date, a late-

filed report can be submitted. Late-filed reports will only be accepted if FSA conducts a farm visit to assess the eligible disaster 

condition that prevented the crop from being planted. A measurement service fee will be charged. 

Additionally, if you have failed acres, you should also use form CCC-576, Notice of Loss, to report failed acres.  

 

For losses on crops covered by the Non-Insured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP), you must file a Notice of Loss within 15 

days of the occurrence of the disaster or when losses become apparent. You must timely file a Notice of Loss for failed acres on 

all crops including grasses.  

 

For more information, contact your Washakie/Hot Springs  USDA Service Center at (307)347-2456 Ext 2 or visit  fsa.usda.gov. 

USDA To Compensate Drought-Stricken Ranchers for  

Above Normal Costs to Haul Livestock to Forage   

Assistance also available for feed and water hauling expenses 

Due to the persistent drought conditions in the Great Plains and West, the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) is 
offering additional relief through the Emergency Assistance for Livestock, Honeybees and Farm-raised Fish Program 
(ELAP) to help ranchers cover above normal costs of hauling livestock to forage or other grazing acres. This policy en-
hancement complements previously announced ELAP compensation for hauling feed and water to livestock.  ELAP 
livestock and feed hauling assistance is retroactive for 2021 and will be available for losses in 2022 and subsequent 
years.   

 
To be eligible for ELAP assistance, livestock must be intended for grazing and producers must have incurred feed or 
livestock transportation costs on or after Jan. 1, 2021. Although producers will self-certify losses and expenses to FSA, 
producers are encouraged to maintain good records and retain receipts and related documentation in the event these 
documents are requested for review by the local FSA County Committee.   
 
Online Decision Tool 
Producers can use the updated ELAP Feed Livestock Transportation Producer Tool to help producers document and 
estimate payments to cover both feed and livestock transportation costs caused by drought. The tool (an Excel work-
book) and other resources are available at fsa.usda.gov/elap. Final payments may vary depending on eligibility. 

 
Eligible ranchers should contact their FSA county office to apply for ELAP assistance. To simplify the application pro-
cess, ranchers can print or email payment estimates generated by the online tool for submission to FSA. The deadline 
to request ELAP assistance for hauling livestock to forage in 2021 is June 30, 2022.  The deadline to request all ELAP 
assistance for 2022 calendar year losses will be Jan. 31, 2023. 

https://www.fsa.usda.gov/Assets/USDA-FSA-Public/usdafiles/FactSheets/elap-livestock-fact-sheet.pdf
https://www.fsa.usda.gov/Assets/USDA-FSA-Public/usdafiles/FactSheets/elap-livestock-fact-sheet.pdf
http://fsa.usda.gov/elap


USDA Encourages Producers to Enroll in Grassland CRP 

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) encourages producers and landowners to enroll in the Grassland Conservation 
Reserve Program (CRP) starting April 4, 2022 through May 13, 2022. Grassland CRP provides a unique opportunity for 
farmers, ranchers, and agricultural landowners to keep land in agricultural production and supplement their income while 
improving their soils and permanent grass cover.   The program had its highest enrollment in history in 2021 and is part of 
the Biden-Harris Administration’s broader effort to equip producers with the tools they need to help address climate 
change and invest in the long-term health of our natural resources.  
  
Grassland CRP is a federally funded voluntary working lands program. Through the program, USDA’s Farm Service Agency 
(FSA) provides annual rental payments to landowners to maintain and conserve grasslands while allowing producers to 
graze, hay, and produce seed on that land.  Maintaining the existing permanent cover provides several benefits, including 
reducing erosion, providing wildlife habitat and migration corridors, and capturing and maintaining carbon in the soil and 
cover.  
   
FSA provides participants with annual rental payments and cost-share assistance. The annual rental rate varies by county 
with a national minimum rental rate of $13 per acre for this signup. Contract duration is 10 or 15 years.  
  
More Information on CRP    
Landowners and producers interested in Grassland CRP should contact their local USDA Service Center to learn more or to 
apply for the program before the May 13 deadline.  Additionally, fact sheets and other resources are available 
at fsa.usda.gov/crp.     

 

NRCS NEWS:  High Tunnels Provide More Locally Grown Fresh Fruits, Veggies 
It’s hard to beat produce grown in the Washakie/Hot Springs area. It’s often fresher and tastier, uses less energy for 
transport, and helps farmers in your community. But the off-season presents a big challenge for farmers who grow fruits 
and vegetables and for consumers who want to find local produce throughout the year.  
 

When farmers can lengthen the growing season, even by several weeks, their options change. That’s why the USDA’s Natu-
ral Resources Conservation Service promotes seasonal high tunnel as such a powerful tool. High tunnels are plastic-
wrapped, metal-framed structures that are fairly easy and inexpensive to build. They are designed to extend the growing 
season into the colder months, helping to increase the availability of local produce, keep plants at a steady temperature 
and even conserve water and energy.  

 
High tunnels are similar to greenhouses, except they are considered “passively heated.” That means they do not require 
electricity to heat – only sunlight. The plastic on the frame actually provides enough insulation to add up to 12 extra weeks 
to the growing season, depending on location. The inside of a high tunnel boasts its own microclimate, often producing 
crops of higher quality and quantity that those in traditional farm fields. High tunnels are also different than greenhouses 
in that the plants are actually in the ground, not in pots or on tables. You can think of it as a plastic covering over a field. 
 
High tunnels can cut costs for the producer by conserving water and requiring fewer inputs, like fertilizers or pesticides. In 
high tunnels, these inputs are often applied through tubes that run along the base of the plants, allowing water and fertiliz-
er to be delivered directly above the soil. Outside of high tunnels, these inputs are often dispersed on a larger scale and 
require more to ensure the plants receive an adequate amount.  
 
NRCS helps farmers build high tunnels, providing technical expertise and funding.  Local and regional markets often provide 
farmers with a higher share of the food dollar, and money spent at a local business often continues to circulate within com-
munity, creating a multiplier effect and providing greater economic benefits to the area.  
 
For more information, contact your local USDA Service Centers: Worland: 307-347-2456 Thermopolis: (307) 864-3488   or 
visit nrcs.usda.gov.  

https://www.fsa.usda.gov/programs-and-services/conservation-programs/crp-grasslands/index
http://www.farmers.gov/service-locator
https://www.fsa.usda.gov/programs-and-services/conservation-programs/conservation-reserve-program/index
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.nrcs.usda.gov%2F&data=04%7C01%7C%7C1be28e7220ff47c5b6ec08da1c9a3fbe%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637853746057357500%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMz


USDA Farm Service Agency 

Washakie/Hot Springs County FSA 

208 Shiloh Road 

Worland,  WY 82401 

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination, write: USDA, Office of the Assistant 

Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll

-free Customer Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or  Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users).  

Persons with disabilities who require accommodations to attend or participate should contact  
Lisa Bower at 307-347-2456 extension 2 or Federal Relay Service at 1-800-877-8339. 

Preauthorized Debit Available for Farm Loan Borrowers 

USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) has implemented pre-authorized debit (PAD) for Farm Loan Program (FLP) borrowers. 
PAD is a voluntary and alternative method for making weekly, bi-weekly, monthly, quarterly, semi-annual or annual pay-
ments on loans.  

PAD payments are pre-authorized transactions that allow the National Financial and Accounting Operations Center 
(NFAOC) to electronically collect loan payments from a customer’s account at a financial institution.  

PAD may be useful if you use nonfarm income from regular wages or salary to make payments on loans or adjustment 
offers or for payments from seasonal produce stands. PAD can only be established for future payments. 

To request PAD, customers, along with their financial institution, must fill out form RD 3550-28. This form has no expira-
tion date, but a separate form RD 3550-28 must be completed for each loan to which payments are to be applied. A filla-
ble form can be accessed on the USDA Rural Development (RD) website at rd.usda.gov/publications/regulations-
guidelines. Click forms and search for “Form 3550-28.”  

If you have a “filter” on the account at your financial institution, you will need to provide the financial institution with the 
following information: Origination ID: 1220040804, Agency Name: USDA RD DCFO. 

PAD is offered by FSA at no cost. Check with your financial institution to discuss any potential cost. Preauthorized debit 
has no expiration date, but you can cancel at any time by submitting a written request to your local FSA office. If a preau-
thorized debit agreement receives three payment rejections within a three-month period, the preauthorized debit 
agreement will be cancelled by FSA. The payment amount and due date of your loan is not affected by a cancellation of 
preauthorized debit. You are responsible to ensure your full payment is made by the due date. 

For more information about PAD, contact your Farm Loan office at the Washakie County USDA Service Center at 307-347
-2456 or visit fsa.usda.gov. 

. 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.rd.usda.gov%2Fpage%2Fregulations-and-guidance&data=04%7C01%7C%7C6554fd614cc54901691908da17fa975c%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637848662302277559%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJW
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.rd.usda.gov%2Fpage%2Fregulations-and-guidance&data=04%7C01%7C%7C6554fd614cc54901691908da17fa975c%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637848662302277559%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJW
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2F&data=04%7C01%7C%7C6554fd614cc54901691908da17fa975c%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637848662302277559%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzI

