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USDA Reminds Producers to File Crop Acreage Reports 
Agricultural producers who have not yet completed their crop acreage reports after 
spring planting should make an appointment with the Washakie-Hot Springs County 
Farm Service Agency (FSA) before the applicable deadline. 

An acreage report documents a crop grown on a farm or ranch and its intended uses. 
Filing an accurate and timely acreage report for all crops and land uses, including 
failed acreage and prevented planted acreage, can prevent the loss of benefits.  

How to File a Report 

The following acreage reporting dates are applicable for Washakie-Hot Springs County: 

November 15, 2022 - Apiculture, * * * Fall-Seeded Small Grains 

January 15, 2022 - Established Stand Alfalfa Seed, Fall Alfalfa Seed 

July 15, 2022 - Spring Alfalfa Seed, all other crops, Perennial Forage                              

Service Center staff continue to work with agricultural producers via phone, email, and other digital tools. 
Because of the pandemic, some USDA Service Centers are open to limited visitors. Contact the Washakie-Hot 
Springs County FSA office to set up an in-person or phone appointment. 

To file a crop acreage report, you will need to provide: 

• Crop and crop type or variety. 
• Intended use of the crop. 
• Number of acres of the crop. 
• Map with approximate boundaries for the crop. 
• Planting date(s). 
• Planting pattern, when applicable. 
• Producer shares. 
• Irrigation practice(s). 
• Acreage prevented from planting, when applicable. 
• Other information as required. 

Acreage Reporting Details 

The following exceptions apply to acreage reporting dates: 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ffsa.usda.gov%2F%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=05%7C01%7C%7Cb84c885e5c314a51064b08da337934a9%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637878892913692389%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Hbwki7bD1XgyppZe%2B10NGSX8Gb1v7Ie7Qr65YdPYDs4%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.nrcs.usda.gov%2Fwps%2Fportal%2Fnrcs%2Fsite%2Fnational%2Fhome%2F%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=05%7C01%7C%7Cb84c885e5c314a51064b08da337934a9%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637878892913692389%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=bZoEE7RmwXkTsrKDNP0ppRV%2FJdJIW6YAiQT57b2cK44%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Frma.usda.gov%2F%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=05%7C01%7C%7Cb84c885e5c314a51064b08da337934a9%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637878892913692389%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=9ZswH65nPlMuLk%2FrG6tF5lxWOFwBZGV%2BSoTdYPULu3E%3D&reserved=0
https://www.farmers.gov/crop-acreage-reports?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
http://www.farmers.gov/service-locator?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery


• If the crop has not been planted by the acreage reporting date, then the acreage must be reported no 
later than 15 calendar days after planting is completed. 

• If a producer acquires additional acreage after the acreage reporting date, then the acreage must be 
reported no later than 30 calendar days after purchase or acquiring the lease. Appropriate documentation 
must be provided to the county office. 

Producers should also report crop acreage they intended to plant, but due to natural disaster, were unable to 
plant. Prevented planting acreage must be reported on form CCC-576, Notice of Loss, no later than 15 calendar 
days after the final planting date as established by FSA and USDA’s Risk Management Agency. 

Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) policy holders should note that the acreage reporting date 
for NAP-covered crops is the earlier of the dates listed above or 15 calendar days before grazing or harvesting of 
the crop begins. 

More Information 

For questions, please contact the Washakie-Hot Springs County FSA office at 307-347-2456 ext. 2. 
 

Signature Policy 
Using the correct signature when doing business with FSA can save time and prevent a 
delay in program benefits. 

The following are FSA signature guidelines:  

A married woman must sign her given name: Mrs. Mary Doe, not Mrs. John Doe 
 
For a minor, FSA requires the minor's signature and one from the minor’s parent 

Note, by signing a document with a minor, the parent is liable for actions of the minor and may be liable for 
refunds, liquidated damages, etc. 

When signing on one’s behalf the signature must agree with the name typed or printed on the form or be a 
variation that does not cause the name and signature to be in disagreement. Example - John W. Smith is on the 
form. The signature may be John W. Smith or J.W. Smith or J. Smith. Or Mary J. Smith may be signed as Mrs. 
Mary Joe Smith, M.J. Smith, Mary Smith, etc.  

FAXED signatures will be accepted for certain forms and other documents provided the acceptable program 
forms are approved for FAXED signatures. Producers are responsible for the successful transmission and receipt 
of FAXED information.  

Spouses may sign documents on behalf of each other for FSA and CCC programs in which either has an interest, 
unless written notification denying a spouse this authority has been provided to the county office.  

Spouses cannot sign on behalf of each other as an authorized signatory for partnerships, joint ventures, 
corporations or other similar entities.  Likewise, a spouse cannot sign a document on behalf of the other in order 
to affirm the eligibility of oneself.  

Any member of a general partnership can sign on behalf of the general partnership and bind all members unless 
the Articles of Partnership are more restrictive. Spouses may sign on behalf of each other’s individual interest in a 
partnership, unless notification denying a spouse that authority is provided to the county office. Acceptable 
signatures for general partnerships, joint ventures, corporations, estates, and trusts must consist of an indicator 
“by” or “for” the individual’s name, individual’s name and capacity, or individual’s name, capacity, and name of 
entity. 

For additional clarification on proper signatures contact your local FSA office. 
 

USDA Fruit, Vegetable and Wild Rice Planting Rules Unchanged in 
2018 Farm Bill 



Fruit, vegetable, and wild rice producers will continue to follow the same rules for certain 
Farm Service Agency (FSA) programs. 

If you intend to participate in the Agriculture Risk Coverage (ARC) or Price Loss 
Coverage (PLC) programs, you are subject to an acre-for-acre payment reduction when 
fruits and nuts, vegetables or wild rice are planted on payment acres of a farm. Payment 
reductions do not apply to mung beans, dry peas, lentils or chickpeas. Planting fruits, 
vegetables or wild rice on acres not considered payment acres will not result in a payment reduction.  Farms that 
are eligible to participate in ARC/PLC but are not enrolled for a particular year may plant unlimited fruits, 
vegetables and wild rice for that year but will not receive ARC/PLC payments. Eligibility for succeeding years is 
not affected. 

Planting and harvesting fruits, vegetables and wild rice on ARC/PLC acreage is subject to the acre-for-acre 
payment reduction when those crops are planted on more than 15 percent of the base acres of an ARC enrolled 
farm using the county coverage or PLC, or more than 35 percent of the base acres of an ARC enrolled farm using 
the individual coverage. 

Fruits, vegetables, and wild rice that are planted in a double-cropping practice will not cause a payment reduction 
if the farm is in a double-cropping region as designated by the USDA’s Commodity Credit Corporation. 

 
Ask the Expert: A Farm Operating Loan Q&A with Jack Carlile 

In this Ask the Expert, Jack Carlile, Farm Loan Manager for the USDA Farm Service 
Agency (FSA), answers questions about farm operating loans and when producers 
should apply in order to secure funds for the current crop year. 

As the Farm Loan Manager for the Cherokee County Service Center, Jack is 
responsible for managing the loan making and loan servicing activities for five counties 
in northeast Oklahoma.  His office provides services for over 650 farm loan customers. 
Jack was raised on a cross bred cow/calf operation that his grandparents started. Over 

the years, each generation has added to the operation by purchasing additional pasture. The operation also 
grows and bales their own hay. Jack’s agriculture background and degree in agriculture economics from 
Oklahoma State University help him better understand the financing needs of his producers. 

Who can apply for FSA Farm Loans? 

Anyone can apply for FSA’s loan programs. Applications will be considered on basic eligibility requirements. To 
apply for a loan, you must meet the following general eligibility requirements including: 

• Be a U.S. citizen or qualified alien. 
• Operator of a family farm or ranch. 
• Have a satisfactory credit history. 
• Unable to obtain credit elsewhere at reasonable rates and terms to meet actual needs. 
• Not be delinquent on any federal debts. 

   
What can I purchase with operating loans? 

Farm Operating Loans are traditionally used for purchasing capital items such as farm machinery, equipment, or 
livestock.  Loan funds can also be used to help pay typical operating expenses for farming and ranching 
operations. For example, a rancher may use an operating loan to purchase forage for his cattle to feed them 
through the winter or a row crop producer may use an operating loan for paying for inputs like seed or fertilizer.  

What is the maximum loan amount and terms? 

The maximum loan amount for a Direct Farm Operating Loan is $400,000. Direct loans are made and serviced by 
FSA. 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2Fprograms-and-services%2Ffarm-loan-programs%2Ffarm-operating-loans%2Findex%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=05%7C01%7C%7Cb84c885e5c314a51064b08da337934a9%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637878892913692389%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=lTL8sKBBa0NnVQItOLms7IKy5dEGuHXC6IxbslYKLJ4%3D&reserved=0


Producers can also apply for Guaranteed Operating Loans that are made by your commercial lender, and 
guaranteed against loss by FSA. The maximum loan amount for a Guaranteed Farm Operating Loan is 
$1,825,000. Loan terms for operating loans range from one to seven years. 

How do I apply? 

If you’re interested in applying for a farm loan, you can pick up an application by visiting your local FSA office. 
Visit farmers.gov to find the USDA Service Center nearest you.  

When applying for a loan, you will need a business plan, which must include: 

• Your mission, vision, and goals for your farm or ranch. 
• Your current assets and liabilities. 
• Marketing Plan (what your operation will produce and where you will market and sell your products.) 
• Whether the amount of income your operation generates will be enough to pay your business and family 

living expenses. 
   

When should I apply for an operating loan? 

I would recommend beginning the application process a few months in advance of needing the funds to allow 
time for the request to be processed, and for any necessary security checks and searches to be completed.  That 
allows time for the funds to be available for your use when most needed.  

Where can I find more information? 

To learn more about FSA loans visit farmers.gov/loans or fsa.usda.gov/farmloans.  Fact sheets and application 
packages are also available at your USDA Service Center. To learn more about other types of FSA loans or to 
find the right loan for your operation, use the Farm Loan Discovery Tool by visiting farmers.gov/loans/farm-loan-
discovery-tool. 

 
High Tunnels Provide More Locally Grown Fresh Fruits, Veggies 
It’s hard to beat produce grown in your local area. It’s often fresher and tastier, uses less 
energy for transport, and helps farmers in your community. But the off-season presents 
a big challenge for farmers who grow fruits and vegetables and for consumers who want 
to find local produce throughout the year. 

When farmers can lengthen the growing season, even by several weeks, their options 
change. That’s why the USDA’s Natural Resources Conservation Service promotes 
seasonal high tunnel as such a powerful tool. High tunnels are plastic-wrapped, metal-
framed structures that are fairly easy and inexpensive to build. They are designed to extend the growing season 
into the colder months, helping to increase the availability of local produce, keep plants at a steady temperature 
and even conserve water and energy. 

High tunnels are similar to greenhouses, except they are considered “passively heated.” That means they do not 
require electricity to heat – only sunlight. The plastic on the frame actually provides enough insulation to add up to 
12 extra weeks to the growing season, depending on location. The inside of a high tunnel boasts its own 
microclimate, often producing crops of higher quality and quantity that those in traditional farm fields. High tunnels 
are also different than greenhouses in that the plants are actually in the ground, not in pots or on tables. You can 
think of it as a plastic covering over a field. 

High tunnels can cut costs for the producer by conserving water and requiring fewer inputs, like fertilizers or 
pesticides. In high tunnels, these inputs are often applied through tubes that run along the base of the plants, 
allowing water and fertilizer to be delivered directly above the soil. Outside of high tunnels, these inputs are often 
dispersed on a larger scale and require more to ensure the plants receive an adequate amount. 
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NRCS helps farmers build high tunnels, providing technical expertise and funding.  Local and regional markets 
often provide farmers with a higher share of the food dollar, and money spent at a local business often continues 
to circulate within community, creating a multiplier effect and providing greater economic benefits to the area. 

For more information, contact your Worland USDA Service Center at 307-347-2456 or visit nrcs.usda.gov. 
 

 

 

FSA/NRCS 
USDA Service Center 

208 Shiloh Road 
Worland, WY 82401 

Phone: 307-347-2456 
Fax: 855-415-3445 

FSA: 

County Executive Director, CED      
Lisa Bower 307-347-2456 x 112 lisa.bower@usda.gov  

Program Technician  
Sarah Sinn 307-347-2456 x 100 sarah.sinn@usda.gov 

NRCS: 

District Conservationist 
Emma Allen 307-347-2456 x 108 
emma.allen@usda.gov  
 
Civil Engineer  
Allen Croft 307-347-2456 x 122 allen.croft@usda.gov 

Farm Loan Manager (Big Horn, Hot Springs, Park, 
Washakie Counties) 
Tom Schambow 307-754-9411 
Thomas.schambow@usda.gov 

Farm Loan Officer (Powell office) 
Nick Hartley 307-754-9411 nicholas.hartley@usda.gov 
 
Farm Loan Program Technician  
Kelli Emmett 307-347-2456 x 102 
kelli.emmett@usda.gov 

Multi County Rangeland Management Specialist  
Blaise Allen 307-347-2456 x 109 blaise.allen@usda.gov 

Natural Resources Specialist  
Kaile Brant 307-347-2456 x 119 kaile.brant@usda.gov 
 
  

County Committee:  
Julie Haun, Chairperson  
Arnold Pennoyer, Member  
Jim Butterfield, Member  
Cameron Roady, Member  
Billie Jo Norsworthy, Member 
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