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From Lisa's Desk: 
Greetings: 

If you need to visit with NRCS staff, please call ahead and make an 
appointment.  The general office phone number is 307-347-2456.  Emma 
Allen can be reached at extension 108 and Kaile Brant can be reached at 
extension 119. 

FSA staff is holding office days once a month in Thermopolis at the Hot 
Springs USDA NRCS office.  FSA staff will be at the office the first Tuesday 
of every month from 9:00 am to 3:00 pm.  Please make an appointment to stop by for assistance with 
any of your eligibility or application requirements.  

Important Dates: 

• January 30, 2023: Deadline to request all ELAP assistance for 2022 calendar year losses. ELAP 
includes water hauling, feed transportation, and livestock transportation costs. 

• January 30, 2023: Deadline to request LFP drought grazing loss assistance for 2022 calendar year 
losses. 

• March 15, 2023: Deadline for 2023 ARC or PLC Election/Enrollment 
• ELAP notices of loss must be filed within 30 days of when loss is apparent for any losses 

mentioned above. ELAP notices of loss must be filed within 15 days of when loss is apparent for 
honeybees. 

• LIP notice of loss for livestock death losses must be filed within 30 days of when the loss is 
apparent. 

If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to call the office at 307-347-2456 ext. 2.  

The Washakie-Hot Springs County office wishes you a Merry Christmas and a successful New Year, 

Lisa Bower 

CED 
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Washakie-Hot Springs County Farm Service Agency 
Announces County Committee Election Results 

Washakie-Hot Springs County U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) Farm 
Service Agency (FSA) announced that County Committee elections are over, and 
the ballots have been counted. 

Marilyn Vass of Hot Springs County was elected to represent local administrative 
area (LAA) 4. 

 
Jeanne Bulkley of Hot Springs County will serve as the first alternate. 

County committee members are a critical component of the day-to-day operations 
of FSA. They help deliver programs at the county level and work to serve the needs of local producers. All 
recently elected county committee members will take office in January 2023 and will be joining the existing 
committee. Every FSA office is required to have a county committee, and they are made up of local 
farmers, ranchers and foresters who are elected by local producers. 

Nearly 7,800 FSA county committee members serve FSA offices nationwide. Each committee has three to 
11 elected members who serve three-year terms of office. One-third of county committee seats are up for 
election each year. County committee members impact the administration of FSA within a community by 
applying their knowledge and judgment to help FSA make important decisions on its commodity support 
programs, conservation programs, indemnity and disaster programs, emergency programs and eligibility. 

County committee members impact producers through their decision making and help shape the culture of 
a local FSA office. They also ensure the fair and equitable administration of FSA farm programs in their 
counties and are accountable to the Secretary of Agriculture. Members conduct hearings and reviews as 
requested by the state committee, ensure underserved farmers, ranchers and foresters are fairly 
represented, make recommendations to the state committee on existing programs, monitor changes in 
farm programs and inform farmers of the purpose and provisions of FSA programs. They also assist with 
outreach and inform underserved producers such as beginning farmers, ranchers and foresters, about 
FSA opportunities. 

For more information, visit the FSA website at fsa.usda.gov/elections or contact the Washakie-Hot Springs 
County FSA office at 307-347-2456 ext. 2. 

 
New Guide Available for Underserved Farmers, Ranchers 
A new multi-agency guide for USDA assistance for underserved farmers and ranchers is now available. If 
you are a farmer or rancher and are a minority, woman, veteran, beginning, or limited resource producer, 
you can use this booklet to learn about assistance and targeted opportunities available to you. This 
includes programs offered through the Farm Service Agency, Natural Resources Conservation Service, 
and Risk Management Agency. The guide is also available in Spanish, Hmong, Korean, Vietnamese, Thai 
and Chinese on farmers.gov/translations.  

 
Before You Break Out New Ground, Ensure Your Farm 
Meets Conservation Compliance  
The term “sodbusting” is used to identify the conversion of land from native vegetation to commodity crop 
production after December 23, 1985.  As part of the conservation provisions of the Food Security Act of 
1985, if you’re proposing to produce agricultural commodities (crops that require annual tillage including 
one pass planting operations and sugar cane) on land that has been determined highly erodible and that 
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has no crop history prior to December 23, 1985, that land must be farmed in accordance with a 
conservation plan or system that ensures no substantial increase in soil erosion. 

Eligibility for many USDA programs requires compliance with a conservation plan or system on highly 
erodible land (HEL) used for the production of agricultural commodities. This includes Farm Service 
Agency (FSA) loan, disaster assistance, safety net, price support, and conservation programs; Natural 
Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) conservation programs; and Risk Management Agency (RMA) 
Federal crop insurance. 

Before you clear or prepare areas not presently under production for crops that require annual tillage, you 
are required to file Form AD-1026 “Highly Erodible Land Conservation and Wetland Conservation 
Certification,” with FSA indicating the area to be brought into production. The notification will be referred to 
NRCS to determine if the field is considered highly erodible land. If the field is considered HEL, you are 
required to implement a conservation plan or system that limits the erosion to the tolerable soil loss (T) for 
the predominant HEL soil on those fields. 

In addition, prior to removing trees or conducting any other land manipulations that may affect wetlands, 
remember to update form AD-1026, to ensure you remain in compliance with the wetland conservation 
provisions. 

Prior to purchasing or renting new cropland acres, it is recommended that you check with your local USDA 
Service Center to ensure your activities will be in compliance with the highly erodible land and wetland 
conservation provisions. 

For additional information on highly erodible land conservation and wetland conservation compliance, 
contact your local USDA Service Center. 

 
USDA Requests Public Input on Implementation of 
Inflation Reduction Act Funding 
USDA’s Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) will use the investments 
provided through IRA-funded conservation programs to support farmers and ranchers 
in adopting and expanding climate-smart activities and systems. NRCS asks for 
comments on how to target program benefits, quantify impact, and improve program 
delivery and outreach, especially for underserved producers. Comments are due Dec. 
21, 2022. NRCS will identify immediate changes that can be made in fiscal year 2023 
and will continue to identify and adopt additional changes in future years.     
 
The Inflation Reduction Act provided unprecedented funding levels for several of the existing programs 
that NRCS implements. The increased funding levels begin in fiscal year 2023 and rapidly build over four 
years, totaling these additional amounts:   

• $8.45 billion – Environmental Quality Incentives Program   
• $3.25 billion – Conservation Stewardship Program  
• $4.95 billion – Regional Conservation Partnership Program   
• $1.4 billion – Agricultural Conservation Easement Program  
• $1 billion – Conservation Technical Assistance  

Public comments should be submitted through this Federal Register notice by Dec. 21, 2022. If you have 
questions, contact NRCS.IRA.Input@usda.gov 

 
Submit Loan Requests for Financing Early  
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The Farm Loan team in Washakie/Hot Springs County is already working on 
operating loans for spring 2023 and asks potential borrowers to submit their 
requests early so they can be timely processed. The farm loan team can help 
determine which loan programs are best for applicants.  

FSA offers a wide range of low-interest loans that can meet the financial needs 
of any farm operation for just about any purpose. The traditional farm 
operating and farm ownership loans can help large and small farm 

operations take advantage of early purchasing discounts for spring inputs as well expenses throughout the 
year.  

Microloans are a simplified loan program that will provide up to $50,000 for both Farm Ownership and 
Operating Microloans to eligible applicants. These loans, targeted for smaller and non-traditional 
operations, can be used for operating expenses, starting a new operation, purchasing equipment, and 
other needs associated with a farming operation.  Loans to beginning farmers and members of 
underserved groups are a priority. 

Other types of loans available include: 

Marketing Assistance Loans allow producers to use eligible commodities as loan collateral and obtain a 
9-month loan while the crop is in storage. These loans provide cash flow to the producer and allow them to 
market the crop when prices may be more advantageous.   

Farm Storage Facility Loans can be used to build permanent structures used to store eligible 
commodities, for storage and handling trucks, or portable or permanent handling equipment. A variety of 
structures are eligible under this loan, including bunker silos, grain bins, hay storage structures, and 
refrigerated structures for vegetables and fruit. A producer may borrow up to $500,000 per loan.   
 

 

 

FSA/NRCS 

USDA Service Center 
  

208 Shiloh Road 
Worland, WY 82401 

Phone: 307-347-2456 x 2 
Fax: 855-415-3445 

FSA: 

County Executive Director, CED      
Lisa Bower 307-347-2456 x 112 
lisa.bower@usda.gov  

Program Technician  
Sarah Sinn 307-347-2456 x 100 
sarah.sinn@usda.gov 

  

NRCS: 

District Conservationist 
Emma Allen 307-347-2456 x 108 
emma.allen@usda.gov  
 
Civil Engineer  
Allen Croft 307-347-2456 x 122 
allen.croft@usda.gov 
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Program Technician, temp  
Jennifer Ray 307-347-2456 x 105 
jennifer.ray@usda.gov 

Multi County Rangeland Management Specialist  
Blaise Allen 307-347-2456 x 109 
blaise.allen@usda.gov 

Acting Farm Loan Manager (Big Horn, Hot 
Springs, Park, Washakie)  
Brian Harrell 307-240-3199 brian.harrell@usda.gov 

Farm Loan Officer  
Jolene Beiswenger 307-347-2456 x 111 
jolene.beiswenger@usda.gov  
 
Farm Loan Program Technician  
Kelli Emmett 307-347-2456 x 102 
kelli.emmett@usda.gov 
 
  

Natural Resources Specialist  
Kaile Brant 307-347-2456 x 119 
kaile.brant@usda.gov 

Soil Conservationist  
Errick Hayes 307-347-2456 x 107 
errick.hayes@usda.gov 

County Committee: 
Julie Haun, Chairperson 
Arnold Pennoyer, Member  
Jim Butterfield, Member  
Cameron Roady, Member  
Billie Jo Norsworthy, Member 
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