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A Message from Weston County FSA Office 
This month we have a couple of quick reminders for you, a newly-announced program, and an important update to 
Emergency Assistance for Livestock, Honeybees, and Farm-Raised Fish Program (ELAP). 

We want to remind you that we are busy with 2022 spring acreage certification and need to hear from you as soon 
as you are done with planting to ensure we can complete your certification by the annual acreage reporting 
deadline, July 15, 2022. Annual acreage reporting is an important eligibility requirement to receive financial 
benefits through the Livestock Forage Disaster Program (LFP), as well as a number of other FSA-administered 
programs, including Conservation Reserve Program (CRP), Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP), 
and the Agriculture Risk Coverage and Price Los Coverage programs (ARC/PLC).  

Producers who lease land as part of their operation need to ensure we have the most recent, valid written lease or 
an Annual Lease Certification (CCC-855) on file in order to certify your leased acres. For Federal and State 
leases, we are now required to request both the term permit and the annual bill or other annual documentation. 

The Weston County Natural Resource District (WCNRD) is administering well water testing the month of June 
2022. Participants must reserve their water testing kits by June 17. 2022. Sample kits must be returned by 10 AM 
on June 30, 2022. For more information, please contact WCNRD at 307-746-3264 extension 111.  

We have seen some precipitation this month, and while that is generally a positive thing, Spring also can 
occasionally bring severe weather. If you have significant damage from storms that roll through, please report it to 
this office as soon as possible. We need to know the type of disaster event (hail, flooding, tornado), when and 
where the damage occurred (date and section, township, range or address), what damage was sustained (pivots 
overturned, outbuildings/barns/sheds damaged, equipment destroyed, livestock injured/dead) and what you 
estimate for a dollar loss. This information helps us develop a report that can be useful in determining whether a 
USDA secretarial disaster designation request is warranted as well as helps us determine if we have a program 
that can mitigate these losses for you. 

Over the past week we announced the opening of signup for the Emergency Relief Program. This program 
provides financial assistance to commodity and specialty crop producers impacted by natural disaster events in 
2020 and 2021. The program uses existing Federal Crop Insurance and Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance 
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Program data as the basis for determining assistance, and FSA is sending pre-filled application forms to producers 
who already have this data on file. Read the article below for more information. 

FSA also recently announced important updates to Emergency Assistance for Livestock, Honeybees, and Farm-
Raised Fish Program (ELAP). These changes will help Weston County ranchers cover above normal costs of 
hauling livestock to feed as well as additional feed transportation assistance due to our drought conditions in 2021. 
Our producers are now eligible for: 

• Assistance covering above normal costs of hauling livestock to forage or other grazing acres such as to 
cornstalks in 2021. Transportation to feedlots is not eligible at this time. Please see the article below for 
more information. 

• Assistance covering above normal costs of transporting feed between January 1, 2022 and the start of our 
grazing season, May 1, 2022 using drought conditions in 2021. Please contact us at (307) 746-2701 
extension 2 for more information. 

The deadline to request ELAP assistance for haul livestock to forage in 2021 is June 30, 2022. The deadline to 
request all ELAP assistance for 2022 calendar year losses will be January 31, 2023; however, the program does 
have a 30 day notice of loss requirement. 

As we continue to have limited resources available to proactively contact producers regarding programs and 
deadlines, we want to remind producers that information on FSA programs is available via this monthly electronic 
bulletin, a quarterly printed newsletter, the USDA FSA webpage, or a phone call to the office. Additionally, many 
agricultural publications and agricultural service providers are an excellent source of timely information. We also 
ask that you help us spread information to your neighbors who may be new to the area, new to FSA programs, or 
who may otherwise not be aware of assistance we can provide. If you or anyone you know, has any questions 
about our programs or enrollment deadline, please contact us at (307) 746-2701 ext. 2. 

Stay safe and take care, 

Sherie Hilgenkamp 
Acting County Executive Director 

 
USDA to Provide $6 billion to Commodity and Specialty Crop 
Producers Impacted by 2020 and 2021 Natural Disasters 
First Wave of Payments Based on Crop Insurance Data have been sent to producers 

On September 30, 2021, President Biden signed into law the Extending Government Funding and Delivering 
Emergency Assistance Act (P.L. 117-43), which includes $10 billion in assistance to agricultural producers 
impacted by wildfires, droughts, hurricanes, winter storms, and other eligible disasters experienced during 
calendar years 2020 and 2021. FSA recently made payments to ranchers impacted by drought and wildfire 
through the first phase of the Emergency Livestock Relief Program (ELRP). ERP is another relief component of 
the Act.   

For impacted producers, existing Federal Crop Insurance or Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) 
data is the basis for calculating initial payments. USDA estimates that phase one ERP benefits will reach more 
than 220,000 producers who received indemnities for losses covered by federal crop insurance and more than 
4,000 producers who obtained NAP coverage for 2020 and 2021 crop losses.    

ERP Eligibility – Phase One   

ERP covers losses to crops, trees, bushes, and vines due to a qualifying natural disaster event in calendar years 
2020 and 2021.  Eligible crops include all crops for which crop insurance or NAP coverage was available, except 
for crops intended for grazing. Qualifying natural disaster events include wildfires, hurricanes, floods, derechos, 
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excessive heat, winter storms, freeze (including a polar vortex), smoke exposure, excessive moisture, qualifying 
drought, and related conditions.   

For drought, ERP assistance is available if any area within the county in which the loss occurred was rated by the 
U.S. Drought Monitor as having a:  

• D2 (severe drought) for eight consecutive weeks; or  
• D3 (extreme drought) or higher level of drought intensity.  

Lists of 2020 and 2021 drought counties eligible for ERP is available on the emergency relief website.  

To streamline and simplify the delivery of ERP phase one benefits, FSA will send pre-filled application forms to 
producers where crop insurance and NAP data are already on file. This form includes eligibility requirements, 
outlines the application process and provides ERP payment calculations. Producers will receive a separate 
application form for each program year in which an eligible loss occurred. Receipt of a pre-filled application is not 
confirmation that a producer is eligible to receive an ERP phase one payment.  

Additionally, producers must have the following forms on file with FSA within 60 days of the ERP phase one 
deadline, which will later be announced by FSA’s Deputy Administrator for Farm Programs:   

• Form AD-2047, Customer Data Worksheet.  
• Form CCC-902, Farm Operating Plan for an individual or legal entity.    
• Form CCC-901, Member Information for Legal Entities (if applicable).    
• Form FSA-510, Request for an Exception to the $125,000 Payment Limitation for Certain Programs (if 

applicable).    
• Form CCC-860, Socially Disadvantaged, Limited Resource, Beginning and Veteran Farmer or Rancher 

Certification, if applicable, for the 2021 program year.    
• A highly erodible land conservation (sometimes referred to as HELC) and wetland conservation 

certification (Form AD-1026 Highly Erodible Land Conservation (HELC) and Wetland Conservation (WC) 
Certification) for the ERP producer and applicable affiliates.   

Most producers, especially those who have previously participated in FSA programs, will likely have these required 
forms on file. However, those who are uncertain or want to confirm the status of their forms can contact us at (307) 
746-2701 extension 2. 

ERP Payment Calculations – Phase One   

For crops covered by crop insurance, the ERP phase one payment calculation for a crop and unit will depend on 
the type and level of coverage obtained by the producer.   Each calculation will use an ERP factor based on the 
producer’s level of crop insurance or NAP coverage.   

• Crop Insurance – the ERP factor is 75% to 95% depending on the level of coverage ranging from 
catastrophic to at least 80% coverage.  

• NAP – the ERP factor is 75% to 95% depending on the level of coverage ranging from catastrophic to 65% 
coverage.       

Full ERP payment calculation factor tables are available on the emergency relief website and in the program fact 
sheet. 

Applying ERP factors ensures that payments to producers do not exceed available funding and that cumulative 
payments do not exceed 90% of losses for all producers as required by the Act.    

Also, there will be certain payment calculation considerations for area plans under crop insurance policies.      
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The ERP payment percentage for historically underserved producers, including beginning, limited resource, 
socially disadvantaged, and veteran farmers and ranchers will be increased by 15% of the calculated payment for 
crops having insurance coverage or NAP.   

To qualify for the higher payment percentage, eligible producers must have a CCC-860, Socially Disadvantaged, 
Limited Resource, Beginning and Veteran Farmer or Rancher Certification, form on file with FSA for the 2021 
program year.   

Because the amount of loss due to a qualifying disaster event in calendar years 202 and 2021 cannot be 
separated from the amount of loss caused by other eligible causes of loss as defined by the applicable crop 
insurance or NAP policy, the ERP phase one payment will be calculated based on the producer’s loss due to all 
eligible causes of loss.   

Future Insurance Coverage Requirements  

All producers who receive ERP phase one payments, including those receiving a payment based on crop, tree, 
bush, or vine insurance policies, are statutorily required to purchase crop insurance, or NAP coverage where crop 
insurance is not available, for the next two available crop years, as determined by the Secretary.  Participants 
must obtain crop insurance or NAP, as may be applicable:  

• At a coverage level equal to or greater than 60% for insurable crops; or  
• At the catastrophic level or higher for NAP crops.  

Coverage requirements will be determined from the date a producer receives an ERP payment and may vary 
depending on the timing and availability of crop insurance or NAP for a producer’s particular crops.  The final crop 
year to purchase crop insurance or NAP coverage to meet the second year of coverage for this requirement is the 
2026 crop year.   

Emergency Relief – Phase Two (Crop and Livestock Producers)  

Today’s announcement is only phase one of relief for commodity and specialty crop producers.  Making the initial 
payments using existing safety net and risk management data will both speed implementation and further 
encourage participation in these permanent programs, such as Federal crop insurance, as Congress intended.   

The second phase of both ERP and ELRP programs will fill gaps and cover producers who did not participate in or 
receive payments through the existing programs that are being leveraged for phase one implementation.  When 
phase one payment processing is complete, the remaining funds will be used to cover gaps identified under phase 
two.     

Through proactive communication and outreach, USDA will keep producers and stakeholders informed as 
program details are made available.   More information on ERP can be found in the Notice of Funding Availability. 

Additional Commodity Loss Assistance   

The Milk Loss Program and On-Farm Stored Commodity Loss Program are also funded through the Extending 
Government Funding and Delivering Emergency Assistance Act and will be announced in a future rule in the 
Federal Register.    

More Information    

Additional USDA disaster assistance information can be found on farmers.gov, including the Disaster Assistance 
Discovery Tool, Disaster-at-a-Glance fact sheet, and Farm Loan Discovery Tool. For FSA and Natural Resources 
Conservation Service programs, producers should contact their local USDA Service Center. For assistance with a 
crop insurance claim, producers and landowners should contact their crop insurance agent.    
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USDA To Compensate Drought-Stricken Ranchers for Above 
Normal Costs to Haul Livestock to Forage  
Due to the persistent drought conditions in the Great Plains and West, the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) 
is offering additional relief through the Emergency Assistance for Livestock, Honeybees and Farm-raised Fish 
Program (ELAP) to help ranchers cover above normal costs of hauling livestock to forage or other grazing acres. 
This policy enhancement complements previously announced ELAP compensation for hauling feed to 
livestock.  ELAP livestock and feed hauling assistance is retroactive for 2021 and will be available for losses in 
2022 and subsequent years.    

ELAP Assistance Overview   

ELAP provides financial assistance to eligible producers of livestock, honeybees and farm-raised fish for losses 
due to disease, certain adverse weather events or loss conditions as determined by the Secretary of Agriculture. In 
addition to ELAP covering feed transportation costs where grazing and hay resources have been depleted, ELAP 
now also covers transportation costs associated with hauling livestock to feed sources This includes places 
where:   

• Drought intensity is D2 for eight consecutive weeks as indicated by the U.S. Drought Monitor; or   
• Drought intensity is D3 or greater.   

Additionally, FSA has updated ELAP policy to also cover water hauling in areas experiencing D2 for eight 
consecutive weeks, lowering the drought intensity threshold (previously D3) triggering the availability of this 
financial assistance.  

Eligibility   

To be eligible for ELAP assistance, livestock must be intended for grazing and producers must have incurred feed 
or livestock transportation costs on or after Jan. 1, 2021. Although producers will self-certify losses and expenses 
to FSA, producers are encouraged to maintain good records and retain receipts and related documentation in the 
event these documents are requested for review by the local FSA County Committee.  

Payment Calculations   

USDA will reimburse eligible ranchers 60% of livestock transportation costs above what would have been incurred 
in a normal year. Producers qualifying as underserved (socially disadvantaged, limited resource, beginning or 
military veteran) will be reimbursed for 90% of the feed transportation cost above what would have been incurred 
in a normal year.   

USDA uses a national cost formula to determine reimbursement costs that will not include the first 25 miles and 
distances exceeding 1,000 transportation miles. The calculation will also exclude the normal cost to transport hay 
or feed if the producer normally purchases some feed.  For 2021, the initial cost formula of $6.60 per mile will be 
used (before the percentage is applied).    

Online Decision Tool  

Producers can use the updated ELAP Feed Livestock Transportation Producer Tool to help producers document 
and estimate payments to cover both feed and livestock transportation costs caused by drought. The tool (a 
Microsoft Excel workbook) and other resources are available at fsa.usda.gov/elap. Final payments may vary 
depending on eligibility.  

Eligible ranchers should contact their FSA county office to apply for ELAP assistance. To simplify the application 
process, ranchers can print or email payment estimates generated by the online tool for submission to FSA. The 
deadline to request ELAP assistance for hauling livestock to forage in 2021 is June 30, 2022.  The deadline to 
request all ELAP assistance for 2022 calendar year losses will be Jan. 31, 2023.  
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More Information  

Additional USDA disaster assistance information can be found on farmers.gov, including USDA resources 
specifically for producer impacted by drought and wildfire and the Disaster Assistance Discovery Tool, Disaster-at-
a-Glance fact sheet and Farm Loan Discovery Tool. For FSA and Natural Resources Conservation Service 
programs, producers should contact their local USDA Service Center. For assistance with a crop insurance claim, 
producers and landowners should contact their crop insurance agent.    

 
New Technology Helps Ranchers Maximize Grass Production 
One out of every three acres in the U.S. is rangeland. Two-thirds of these are privately owned, mainly by ranchers 
who graze their livestock in the open country of the American West. Our rangelands produce premium beef, wool, 
and dairy. But it’s the plants that feed these livestock that are the foundation for profitable agriculture in the West. 
But ranchers haven’t had a good way to measure how their grass is faring — until now. 

The Rangeland Analysis Platform (RAP), developed in partnership with the USDA Natural Resources 
Conservation Service, Bureau of Land Management, and the University of Montana, allows producers to track 
changes in the amount and types of plants growing on their property. 

RAP is a free online resource that provides data on vegetation trends across the West from the mid-1980s to the 
present; and it calculates how productive those plants are. A combination of long-term datasets shows landowners 
how their lands have changed over time, which translates directly into their operation’s profitability. 

Farmers in the central and eastern U.S. have been using technology to track changes in crop production for 
decades. As soon as they see that their plant productivity is declining — and revenues following suit — they can 
take steps to address the limitations and boost productivity again. 

RAP provides the same power to ranchers. RAP can show ranchers the gap between their potential production 
and the actual production they realize in terms of pounds-per-acre of grass. It helps landowners understand how 
much they can potentially gain by changing management practices to boost available forage and close the gap. 

Landowners can see how their plant production has changed in a single month or over the span of several years. 
The technology can be used to visualize plant productivity in an area as small as a baseball diamond or as large 
as several states. New technology like RAP helps us “help the land” in order to sustain wildlife, provide food and 
fiber, and support agricultural families long into the future. 

 
Getting Acreage Reporting Right 
You have a lot at stake in making sure your acreage reporting is accurate and on time. 

An acreage report documents a crop grown on a farm or ranch and its intended uses. An acreage report is used 
for most FSA programs. Filing an accurate and timely acreage report for all crops and land uses, including failed 
acreage and prevented planted acreage, can prevent the loss of benefits. 

How to File a Report 

Service Center staff continue to work with agricultural producers via phone, email, and other digital tools. Contact 
the Weston County FSA office to set up an in-person or phone appointment at (307) 746-2701 extension 2. 

To file a crop acreage report, you will need to provide: 

• Crop and crop type or variety. 
• Intended use of the crop. 

https://www.farmers.gov/protection-recovery/drought?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.farmers.gov/protection-recovery/wildfire?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.farmers.gov/node/28989?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.farmers.gov/sites/default/files/2020-04/FSA_DisasterAssistance_at_a_glance_brochure_.pdf?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.farmers.gov/sites/default/files/2020-04/FSA_DisasterAssistance_at_a_glance_brochure_.pdf?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.farmers.gov/fund/farm-loan-discovery-tool?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
http://www.farmers.gov/service-center-locator?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fpublic.rma.usda.gov%2FAipListing%2FInsuranceProviders%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=05%7C01%7C%7Cbe2f3c8ee9634ab7104a08da43673292%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637896407869133070%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=2tWMKSJNFdNj%2FCA2nG3Ne7luNgft1sboY%2FnrobWJxqE%3D&reserved=0


• Number of acres of the crop. 
• Map with approximate boundaries for the crop. 
• Planting date(s). 
• Planting pattern, when applicable. 
• Producer shares. 
• Irrigation practice(s). 
• Acreage prevented from planting, when applicable. 
• Other information as required. 

The acreage reporting deadline for Weston County is July 15, 2022. The following exceptions apply to acreage 
reporting dates: 

• If the crop has not been planted by the acreage reporting date, then the acreage must be reported no later 
than 15 calendar days after planting is completed. 

• If a producer acquires additional acreage after the acreage reporting date, then the acreage must be 
reported no later than 30 calendar days after purchase or acquiring the lease. Appropriate documentation 
must be provided to the county office. 

Producers should also report crop acreage they intended to plant, but due to natural disaster, were unable to plant. 
Prevented planting acreage must be reported on form CCC-576, Notice of Loss, no later than 15 calendar days 
after the final planting date as established by FSA and USDA’s Risk Management Agency. 

Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) policy holders should note that the acreage reporting date 
for NAP-covered crops is the earlier of the dates listed above or 15 calendar days before grazing or harvesting of 
the crop begins. 

More Information 

For questions, to request maps, or to make an appointment, please contact the Weston County FSA office at (307) 
746-2701 extension 2. 

Agricultural producers who have completed spring planting should make an appointment with the Weston County 
Farm Service Agency (FSA) to report their crop acreage before July 15, 2022. 

Additionally, producers participating in Conservation Reserve Program, plant cover crops, and have pastureland 
not under continuous certification, must complete an acreage report by July 15, 2022. 

An acreage report documents a crop grown on a farm or ranch and its intended uses. Filing an accurate and timely 
acreage report for all crops and land uses, including failed acreage and prevented planted acreage, can prevent 
the loss of benefits. 

How to File a Report 

Service Center staff will work with agricultural producers in person, via phone, through email, or using other digital 
tools to assist producers file an acreage report. Contact the Weston County FSA office to request maps or to set 
up an in-person or phone appointment. 

To file a crop acreage report, you will need to provide: 

• Crop and crop type or variety. 
• Intended use of the crop. 
• Number of acres of the crop. 

https://www.farmers.gov/crop-acreage-reports?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery


• Map with approximate boundaries for the crop. 
• Planting date(s). 
• Planting pattern, when applicable. 
• Producer shares. 
• Irrigation practice(s). 
• Acreage prevented from planting, when applicable. 
• Other information as required. 

Acreage Reporting Details 

The following exceptions apply to acreage reporting dates: 

• If the crop has not been planted by the acreage reporting date, then the acreage must be reported no later 
than 15 calendar days after planting is completed. 

• If a producer acquires additional acreage after the acreage reporting date, then the acreage must be 
reported no later than 30 calendar days after purchase or acquiring the lease. Appropriate documentation 
must be provided to the county office. 

Producers should also report crop acreage they intended to plant, but due to natural disaster, were unable to plant. 
Prevented planting acreage must be reported on form CCC-576, Notice of Loss, no later than 15 calendar days 
after the final planting date as established by FSA and USDA’s Risk Management Agency. 

More Information 

For questions, please contact the Weston County FSA office at (307) 746-2701 Ext. 2. 

 
Loans for Targeted Underserved Producers 
The Farm Service Agency (FSA) has several loan programs to help you start or continue an agriculture production. 
Farm ownership and operating loans are available.   

While all qualified producers are eligible to apply for these loan programs, FSA has provided priority funding for 
members of targeted underserved applicants.  

A targeted underserved applicant is one of a group whose members have been subjected to racial, ethnic or 
gender prejudice because of his or her identity as members of the group without regard to his or her individual 
qualities.  

For purposes of this program, targeted underserved groups are women, African Americans, American Indians, 
Alaskan Natives, Hispanics, Asian Americans and Pacific Islanders. 

FSA loans are only available to applicants who meet all the eligibility requirements and are unable to obtain the 
needed credit elsewhere. 

For more information on FSA’s farm loan programs and targeted underserved and beginning farmer guidelines, 
contact your USDA Service Center at (307 682-8843 Ext 2 or visit fsa.usda.gov/farmloans. 

 
Applying for NAP Payments  
The Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) provides financial assistance to you for crops that aren’t 
eligible for crop insurance to protect against lower yields or crops unable to be planted due to natural disasters 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2Ffarmloans%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=05%7C01%7C%7Cbe2f3c8ee9634ab7104a08da43673292%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637896407869133070%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=O79TirjjZYCsYHEJpSx3cTPexrd%2BnCwr4VAjYddcX7w%3D&reserved=0


including freeze, hail, excessive moisture, excessive wind or hurricanes, flood, excessive heat and qualifying 
drought (includes native grass for grazing), among others. 

In order to participate, you must obtain NAP coverage for the crop year by the applicable deadline using form 
CCC-471 “Application for Coverage” and pay the service fee. Application closing dates vary by crop. Producers 
are also required to submit an acceptable crop acreage report. Additionally, NAP participants must provide: 

• The quantity of all harvested production of the crop in which the producer held an interest during the crop 
year 

• The disposition of the harvested crop, such as whether it is marketable, unmarketable, salvaged or used 
differently than intended 

• Acceptable crop production records (when requested by FSA) 

Producers who fail to report acreage and production information for NAP-covered crops could see reduced or zero 
NAP assistance. These reports are used to calculate the approved yield. 

If your NAP-covered crops are affected by a natural disaster, notify your FSA office by completing Part B of form 
CCC-576 “Notice of Loss and Application for Payment.” This must be completed within 15 calendar days of the 
occurrence of the disaster or when losses become apparent or 15 days of the final harvest date. For hand-
harvested crops and certain perishable crops, you must notify FSA within 72 hours of when a loss becomes 
apparent. 

To receive benefits, you must also complete Parts D, E, F and G of the CCC-576 “Notice of Loss and Application 
for Payment” within 60 days of the last day of coverage for the crop year for any NAP covered crops. The CCC-
576 requires acceptable appraisal information. Producers must provide evidence of production and note whether 
the crop was marketable, unmarketable, salvaged or used differently than intended. 

Eligible crops must be commercially produced agricultural commodities for which crop insurance is not available, 
including perennial grass forage and grazing crops, fruits, vegetables, mushrooms, floriculture, ornamental 
nursery, aquaculture, turf grass, ginseng, honey, syrup, bioenergy, and industrial crops. 

For more information on NAP, contact your Weston County USDA Service Center at (307) 746-2701 extension 2 
or visit fsa.usda.gov/nap. 

 
UPCOMING DEADLINES & IMPORTANT DATES 

• June 17, 2022:  WCNRD deadline to reserve kits for water well testing 
• June 20, 2022:  USDA Service Centers closed for federal holiday 
• June 30, 2022: FSA deadline to signup for ELAP Livestock Transportation Program 
• June 30, 2022:  WCNRD deadline for returning water samples to WCNRD. Samples must be returned 

by 10 AM. 
• July 15, 2022:  FSA deadline for 2022 acreage reporting of spring planted crops, CRP acres, cover crop 

acres, and perennial grass acres 
• August 1, 2020: FSA deadline for producers to request a farm transfer or farm reconstitution 

  Also remember the following: 

NAP Notice of Loss must be filed the earlier of 15 days of the disaster occurrence or when losses become 
apparent, or 15 days of the final harvest date. 
LIP Notice of Loss must be filed 30 calendar days of when the loss is first apparent. 
Leases and/or Land Ownership changes including operational changes must be reported within 30 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2Fnap%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=05%7C01%7C%7Cbe2f3c8ee9634ab7104a08da43673292%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637896407869133070%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=WY9B%2BmhGd5GwEtbtMGpFqn53OZ4wEpdA7oUEN1g9eOM%3D&reserved=0


calendar days of change to avoid late fees, repayment of funds issued and/or ineligibility for program 
participation. The deadline to submit changes for 2022 program year is August 1, 2022. 

 
Save Time - Make an Appointment with NRCS and FSA Offices 

The Weston County USDA Service Center is now open to all visitors. Producers are still encouraged to call ahead 
to schedule an appointment to ensure maximum use of your time and to ensure staff is available to tend to your 
important business needs. To contact your agency, use the information below. 

 

 

  
USDA Weston County Service Center 

  

FSA Office 
1225 Washington Blvd., Ste. 2 
Newcastle, WY  82701 

Phone: 307-746-2701 ext. 2 
Fax: 855-415-3437 

 NRCS Office 
1225 Washington Blvd., Ste. 3 
Newcastle, WY  82701 

Phone: 307-746-3264 
Fax: 866-574-1366 

Farm Loan Manager: 
Rob Weppner 
rob.weppner@usda.gov 

Acting County Executive Director: 
Sherie Hilgenkamp 
sherie.hilgenkamp@usda.gov 

Program Technician: 
Jennifer Jones 
jennifer.jones4@usda.gov 

District Conservationist: 
Paul Eitel 
paul.eitel@usda.gov 

Rangeland Management Specialist: 
Tanner Jenks 
tanner.jenks@usda.gov 

NWTF Co-Operative Forester: 
Austin Sommerville 
austin.sommerville@usda.gov 

WCNRD Manager: 
Caleb Carter 
ccarter.wcnrd@gmail.com 

County Committee: 

Chuck Grieves, Chairman 
Randy Oleson, Vice Chairman 
Harry Tavegia, Member 
Robin Riesland, Minority Advisor 

WCNRD Board: 

David Tysdal, Chairman, Rural Supervisor 
Tucker Hamilton, Vice Chairman, Rural Supervisor 
Emily Hartinger, Secretary/Treasurer, Rural Supervisor 
Gene Norman, Urban Supervisor 
Tom Streeter, At-Large Supervisor 

mailto:rob.weppner@usda.gov
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mailto:peggy.livingston@usda.gov
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Next County Committee Meeting: 
June 22, 2022 at 1:30PM 

  

WCNRD Board Meetings are held the second Tuesday 
of the month at 3pm. The meetings will be held at the 
Weston County USDA Center in Newcastle. 
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