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Acting CED - Staci’s Corner 
September – traditionally the leaves change colors and cooler weather helps heal the 
memory of the blazing summer heat and the kiddos are back in school.  It is also the end 
of FSA’s fiscal year and we wrap up a lot of farm record-keeping items.  

As you all know, that pesky Drought Monitor plays a large part in our programs that are 
available in a county at a given time.  We access this report weekly as it is available on 
Thursdays.  We are currently in a swing back towards the dry side.  If you would like to help keep this 
ACCURATE for our county, you can help!  Please send photos of your locations current conditions (reference 
the location with as accurate GPS points as possible with ground and foliage pictures and/or rain gauge 
measurements) to the following 
link: https://droughtimpacts.unl.edu/Tools/ConditionMonitoringObservations.aspx  

Your help in this will help maintain an accurate drought reading for the county! 

IMPORTANT DATES 

September 26th – Grassland CRP Contracts & Documents DUE IN the Office 

September 30TH – ABSOLUTE DEADLINE FOR Grassland CRP Contracts to be signed 

October 10TH – Columbus Day – Office CLOSED 

November 11th – Veteran’s Day – Office CLOSED 

November 24th – Thanksgiving Day – Office CLOSED 

December 1st – NAP 2023 Deadline 

 
The FSA staff in Sundance will be helping in the Newcastle office for a little while.  If you have any questions, 
please contact the Newcastle office, at 307-746-2701.  We look forward to working with all of you.  Thank you 
for patience while we get familiar with your operations and work through the ongoing and upcoming 
programs. 

 
Disaster Assistance for 2022 Livestock Forage Losses 
Producers with grazing acres in Campbell, Converse and/or Niobrara County are eligible 
to apply for 2022 Livestock Forage Disaster Program (LFP) benefits on native pasture 
and improved pasture. 

LFP provides compensation if you suffer grazing losses for covered livestock due to 
drought on privately owned or cash leased land or fire on federally managed land. 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ffsa.usda.gov%2F%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=05%7C01%7C%7C2c14c4a3fc6d45ee292308da927e8d97%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637983369486291451%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Da4ld9%2FjS06f3X3GaUgn%2Feobe8I0Jk5bmWp1hLFMGIk%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.nrcs.usda.gov%2Fwps%2Fportal%2Fnrcs%2Fsite%2Fnational%2Fhome%2F%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=05%7C01%7C%7C2c14c4a3fc6d45ee292308da927e8d97%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637983369486291451%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=dea54OP8nLHZGEQbJMH8pZvp4RwUm3v2gLnXwZ2vOHE%3D&reserved=0
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County committees can only accept LFP applications after notification is received by the National Office of 
qualifying drought or if a federal agency prohibits producers from grazing normal permitted livestock on 
federally managed lands due to qualifying fire.  You must complete a CCC-853 and the required supporting 
documentation no later than January 30, 2023, for 2022 losses. 

For additional information about LFP, including eligible livestock and fire criteria, contact the Weston County 
USDA Service Center at (307) 746-2701 ext. 2 or visit fsa.usda.gov. 

 
USDA Offers Disaster Assistance for Producers Facing 
Inclement Weather 
Severe weather events create significant challenges and often result in catastrophic 
loss for agricultural producers. Despite every attempt to mitigate risk, your operation 
may suffer losses. USDA offers several programs to help with recovery. 

Risk Management 

For producers who have risk protection through Federal Crop Insurance or 
the Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP), we want to remind you to report crop damage to 
your crop insurance agent or the local Farm Service Agency (FSA) office. 

If you have crop insurance, contact your agency within 72 hours of discovering damage and be sure to follow 
up in writing within 15 days. If you have NAP coverage, file a Notice of Loss (also called Form CCC-576) 
within 15 days of loss becoming apparent, except for hand-harvested crops, which should be reported within 
72 hours. 

Disaster Assistance 

USDA also offers disaster assistance programs, which is especially important to livestock, fruit and vegetable, 
specialty and perennial crop producers who have fewer risk management options. 

First, the Livestock Indemnity Program (LIP) and Emergency Assistance for Livestock, Honeybee and Farm-
raised Fish Program (ELAP) reimburses producers for a portion of the value of livestock, poultry and other 
animals that died as a result of a qualifying natural disaster event or for loss of grazing acres, feed and 
forage. And, the Livestock Forage Disaster Program (LFP) provides assistance to producers of grazed forage 
crop acres that have suffered crop loss due to a qualifying drought.  Livestock producers suffering the impacts 
of drought can also request Emergency Haying and Grazing on Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) acres. 

Next, the Tree Assistance Program (TAP) provides cost share assistance to rehabilitate and replant tree, 
vines or shrubs loss experienced by orchards and nurseries. This complements NAP or crop insurance 
coverage, which cover the crop but not the plants or trees in all cases. 

For LIP and ELAP, you will need to file a Notice of Loss for livestock and grazing or feed losses within 30 
days and honeybee losses within 15 days. For TAP, you will need to file a program application within 90 days. 

Documentation 

It’s critical to keep accurate records to document all losses following this devastating cold weather event. 
Livestock producers are advised to document beginning livestock numbers by taking time and date-stamped 
video or pictures prior to after the loss. 

Other common documentation options include: 

• Purchase records 
• Production records 
• Vaccination records 
• Bank or other loan documents 
• Third-party certification 
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Other Programs 

The Emergency Conservation Program and Emergency Forest Restoration Program can assist landowners 
and forest stewards with financial and technical assistance to restore damaged farmland or forests. 

Additionally, FSA offers a variety of loans available including emergency loans that are triggered by disaster 
declarations and operating loans that can assist producers with credit needs.  You can use these loans to 
replace essential property, purchase inputs like livestock, equipment, feed and seed, or refinance farm-
related debts, and other needs. 

Meanwhile, USDA’s Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) provides financial resources through 
its Environmental Quality Incentives Program to help with immediate needs and long-term support to help 
recover from natural disasters and conserve water resources. Assistance may also be available for 
emergency animal mortality disposal from natural disasters and other causes. 

Additional Resources 

Additional details – including payment calculations – can be found on our NAP, ELAP, LIP, and TAP fact 
sheets. On farmers.gov, the Disaster Assistance Discovery Tool, Disaster-at-a-Glance fact sheet, and Farm 
Loan Discovery Tool can help you determine program or loan options. 

While we never want to have to implement disaster programs, we are here to help. To file a Notice of Loss or 
to ask questions about available programs, contact your local USDA Service Center. All USDA Service 
Centers are open for business, including those that restrict in-person visits or require appointments because 
of the pandemic. 

 
Attention all Buyers of Agricultural Products 
It is required that buyers of agricultural products check or register with the Secretary of 
State's Office to determine if there are liens against the Seller of the product.  If a lien is 
found, you are required to place the lien holder’s name on the check as well as that of the 
Seller.  Ag Products include but are not limited to: livestock (including horses), crops used for 
feed (hay, silage, oats, etc.), machinery, equipment and all other crops.  Failure to place the 
lien holder's name on the check may result in civil legal action being taken against the Buyer of the 
product.  Protect yourself as a Buyer! You may contact the Secretary of State's Office at 1-307-777-7311. 
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NEWCASTLE, WY  82701 

Phone: 307-746-2701 
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https://www.farmers.gov/node/28989?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.farmers.gov/sites/default/files/2020-04/FSA_DisasterAssistance_at_a_glance_brochure_.pdf?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.farmers.gov/fund/farm-loan-discovery-tool?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.farmers.gov/fund/farm-loan-discovery-tool?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.farmers.gov/service-center-locator?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.farmers.gov/service-center-locator?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
mailto:staci.steiner@usda.gov
mailto:paul.eitel@usda.gov


Program Technician 
jennifer.jones4@usda.gov 
 
 
COUNTY COMMITTEE 
 
Chuck Grieves 
Randy Oleson 
Harry Tavegia 
Robin Riesland 

Rangeland Mgmt Specialist 
tanner.jenks@usda.gov 
 
Austin Sommerville 
Forester 
austin.sommerville@usda.gov 
 
Caleb Carter 
Weston County NRD 
caleb.carter@usda.gov 

  

  

 

mailto:jennifer.jones4@usda.gov
mailto:tanner.jenks@usda.gov
mailto:austin.sommerville@usda.gov
mailto:caleb.carter@usda.gov

	Acting CED - Staci’s Corner
	Disaster Assistance for 2022 Livestock Forage Losses
	USDA Offers Disaster Assistance for Producers Facing Inclement Weather
	Attention all Buyers of Agricultural Products
	WESTON COUNTYUSDA Service Center

