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From Brenda’s Desk

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year to everyone. May your holidays be filled
with friends, family, and good fortune. Congratulations to Brandon

Hessenthaler who was elected to the County Committee to represent LAA-1 which
covers the North End of Big Horn County. He will take office as of January 1, 2024.

On December 18, 2023, the Agricultural Risk Coverage and Price Loss Coverage
program (ARC/PLC) was extended for one year. The deadline for changes to your
enrollment is March 15, 2024. Please stop by the office at your earliest
convenience and complete your signup. If you have any farm changes, (new ground, lost lease, change in
entity structure) that will affect your signup please contact us ahead of time so we can get updates made, this
will make your signups go much faster.

With this being the first day of winter, I'd like to remind you to keep good records of any adverse weather-
related losses. The Livestock Indemnity Program (LIP) is one that required extensive records and proof of
loss. Any losses need to be reported to this office within 30 calendar days of the loss. The better your
documentation the easier your signup will go, for more information on the LIP program please contact this
office or see the article below.

Important Dates:

December 25- Office Closed- Christmas

January 1- Office Closed- New Year's

January 15- Office Closed- Martin Luther King Day

January 30- Deadline to Submit Signed Application and Documentation for 2023 ELAP
January 31-Deadline to submit LDP applications for 2023 wool/mohair/unshorn pelts

USDA Makes Producer-Friendly Change to 2023 Notice of
Loss Requirements for Two Livestock Disaster Assistance
Programs
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The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) has waived certain notice of loss
requirements for 2023 for the Emergency Assistance for Livestock, Honeybees, and
Farm-raised Fish (ELAP) and Livestock Indemnity Program (LIP). In an effort to
streamline assistance to support access to critical 2023 natural disaster recovery
assistance, USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) is waiving the requirement to submit
ELAP or LIP notices of loss within a pre-determined number of days for 2023. Instead,
producers have the flexibility to submit 2023 notices of loss as soon as possible, once losses are realized,
following a natural disaster event or no later than the established annual program application for payment
deadlines for each program. FSA county committees are also being asked to re-evaluate 2023 ELAP and LIP
late-filed notices of loss to determine if the waiver applies.

Emergency Assistance for Livestock, Honeybees, and Farm-raised Fish

ELAP provides recovery assistance to eligible producers of livestock, honeybee, and farm-raised fish losses
due to an eligible adverse weather or loss condition, including blizzards, disease, water shortages and
wildfires. ELAP covers grazing and feed losses, transportation of water and feed to livestock and hauling
livestock to grazing acres. ELAP also covers certain mortality losses for livestock including honeybees and
farm-raised fish as well as honeybee hive losses. ELAP is designed to address losses not covered by other
FSA disaster assistance programs.

For 2023, FSA is waiving the regulatory requirement for producers who are eligible for ELAP to file a notice of
loss with FSA within 30 calendar days from when the loss first became apparent for livestock and farm-raised
fish and 15 calendar days for honeybees. Under this waiver, notices of loss are to be completed by the
eligible producer and submitted to FSA no later than the annual program application deadline of January

30 following the program year in which the loss occurred. Therefore, producers who incurred ELAP-eligible
losses in 2023, will need to submit a notice of loss by Jan. 30, 2024.

Livestock Indemnity Program

LIP provides disaster recovery assistance to livestock owners and contract growers who experience livestock
deaths, in excess of normal mortality caused by eligible loss conditions including adverse weather, disease
and attacks by animals reintroduced into the wild by the federal government or protected by federal law,
including wolves and avian predators. LIP also helps livestock owners who must sell livestock at a reduced
price because of an injury from certain loss conditions.

For 2023, FSA is waiving the regulatory requirement for producers who are eligible for LIP to file a notice of
loss within 30 calendar days from when the loss first became apparent. Under this waiver, producers are still
required to complete and submit the notice of loss to FSA no later than the annual program payment
application date, which is 60 calendar days following the program year in which the loss occurred. The LIP
payment application and notice of loss deadline is Feb. 29, 2024, for the 2023 program year.

2023 Disapproved Applications

FSA county committees will review all notices of loss for both ELAP and LIP that were previously disapproved
for the 2023 program year due to late filing and re-evaluate them to determine if the waiver applies. To
receive ELAP and LIP benefits, producers will still need to file an application for payment by the established
program deadline for the 2023 program year. Producers who are unsure about the status of their notice of
loss or application for payment, should contact their local FSA county office as soon as possible.

Supporting Documentation
Accurate records and loss documentation are critical following disaster events and are required when filing
notices of loss with FSA. Acceptable loss documentation includes:
o Documentation of the number, kind, type, and weight range of livestock that have died, supplemented,
if possible, by photographs or video records of ownership and losses.
e Rendering truck receipts by kind, type, and weight - important to document prior to disposal.
e Beginning inventory supported by birth recordings or purchase receipts.
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¢ Documentation from Animal Plant Health Inspection Service, Department of Natural Resources, or
other sources to substantiate eligible death losses due to an eligible loss condition.

e Documentation that livestock were removed from grazing pastures due to an eligible adverse weather
or loss condition.

o Costs of transporting livestock feed to eligible livestock, such as receipts for equipment rental fees for
hay lifts and snow removal.

o Feed purchase receipts if feed supplies or grazing pastures are destroyed.
e Number of gallons of water transported to livestock due to water shortages.
More Information

The improvements to ELAP and LIP build on others made since 2021. This includes ELAP benefits for above
normal costs for hauling feed and water to livestock and transporting livestock to other grazing acres during a
qualifying drought. FSA also expanded eligible livestock under ELAP, LIP, and the Livestock Forage Disaster
Assistance Program, and increased the LIP payment rate for beef, beefalo, bison, and dairy animals less than
250 pounds and most recently beef calves over 800 pounds. Learn about USDA disaster assistance

programs on farmers.gov.

On farmers.gov, the Disaster Assistance Discovery Tool, Disaster-at-a-Glance fact sheet and Loan
Assistance Tool can help producers and landowners determine disaster protection and recovery program or
loan options. For more information about FSA programs, contact your local USDA Service Center.

USDA to Provide More Than $3 Billion to Commodity and
Specialty Crop Producers Impacted by 2022 Natural
Disasters

The U. S Department of Agriculture (USDA) will provide more than $3 billion to
commodity and specialty crop producers impacted by natural disaster events in
2022. Eligible impacted producers can apply for financial assistance through
the Emergency Relief Program (ERP) 2022. The program will help offset the
financial impacts of crop yield and value losses from qualifying disasters
occurring in 2022.

Background

On Dec. 29, 2022, President Biden signed into law the Disaster Relief Supplemental Appropriations Act, 2023
(P.L. 117-328) that provides about $3.7 billion in financial assistance for agricultural producers impacted by
eligible natural disasters that occurred in calendar year 2022.

ERP 2022 covers losses to crops, trees, bushes and vines due to qualifying, calendar year 2022 natural
disaster events including wildfires, hurricanes, floods, derechos, excessive heat, tornadoes, winter storms,
freeze (including a polar vortex), smoke exposure, excessive moisture, qualifying drought and related
conditions.

ERP 2022 program benefits will be delivered to eligible producers through a two-track process. FSA intends
to make both tracks available to producers at the same time. This two-track approach enables USDA to:

e Streamline the application process.
¢ Reduce the paperwork burden on producers.

e Proactively include provisions for underserved producers who have not been well served by past
emergency relief efforts.

e Encourage producer participation in existing risk management programs to mitigate the impacts of
future severe weather events.
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It's important to note that disaster-impacted producers may be eligible for ERP 2022 assistance under one or
both tracks. To avoid duplicative benefits, if a producer applies for both tracks, the Track 2 payment
calculation will take into account any payments received through Track 1.

ERP 2022 Application Process — Track 1

ERP 2022 Track 1 leverages existing federal crop insurance or Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance
Program (NAP) data as the basis for calculating payments for eligible crop producers who received
indemnities through these risk management programs.

Although FSA is sending pre-filled ERP 2022 Track 1 application forms to producers who have crop
insurance and NAP data already on file with USDA, producers indemnified for losses resulting from 2022
natural disasters do not have to wait to receive the application before requesting ERP 2022 assistance.
Effective Oct. 31, 2023, producers can apply for ERP 2022 benefits whether they have received the pre-filled
application or not. Receipt of a pre-filled application is not confirmation that a producer is eligible to receive an
ERP 2022 Track 1 payment.

USDA estimates that ERP Track 1 benefits will reach more than 206,000 producers who received indemnities
for losses covered by federal crop insurance and more than 4,500 producers who obtained NAP coverage for
the 2022 crop year.

ERP 2022 Application Process — Track 2

Track 2 is a revenue-based certification program designed to assist eligible producers who suffered an
eligible decrease in revenue resulting from 2022 calendar year disaster events when compared with revenue
in a benchmark year using revenue information that is readily available from most tax records. In cases where
revenue does not reasonably reflect a normal year’s revenue, Track 2 provides an alternative method for
establishing revenue. Likewise, Track 2 affords producers of crops that are used within an operation and do
not generate revenue from the sale of the crop a method for establishing revenue for the purpose of applying
for ERP 2022 benefits. Producers are not required to submit tax records to FSA unless requested by the
County Committee if required for an FSA compliance spot check.

Although not required when applying for ERP 2022 Track 2, applicants might find the following documents
useful to the process:

e Schedule F (Form 1040)
e Profit or Loss from Farming or similar tax documents for tax years 2018, 2019, 2022 and 2023.

Track 2 targets gaps in emergency relief assistance for eligible producers whose eligible losses were not
covered by crop insurance or NAP including revenue losses too small (shallow loss) to be covered by crop
insurance.

Producers interested in applying for ERP 2022 Track 2, should contact their local FSA county
office. Additional reference resources can be found on FSA’s emergency relief website.

Additional Required Forms

For both ERP 2022 tracks, all producers must have certain required forms on file with FSA within 60 days of
the ERP 2022 deadline. Producers can apply for ERP 2022 starting Oct. 31, 2023. The application deadline
has not yet been determined and will be announced at a later date. If not already on file, producers can
update, complete and submit required forms to FSA at any time.

Required forms:

e Form AD-2047, Customer Data Worksheet.
e Form CCC-902, Farm Operating Plan for an individual or legal entity.
e Form CCC-901, Member Information for Legal Entities (if applicable).

e Form FSA-510, Request for an Exception to the $125,000 Payment Limitation for Certain Programs (if
applicable).
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e Form CCC-860, Socially Disadvantaged, Limited Resource, Beginning and Veteran Farmer or
Rancher Cettification, if applicable, for the 2022 program year.

¢ A highly erodible land conservation (sometimes referred to as HELC) and wetland conservation
certification (Form AD-1026 Highly Erodible Land Conservation (HELC) and Wetland Conservation
(WC) Cetrtification) for the ERP producer and applicable affiliates.

Most producers, especially those who have previously participated in FSA programs, will likely have these
required forms on file. However, those who are uncertain or want to confirm the status of their forms can
contact their local FSA county office.

Future Insurance Coverage Requirements

All producers who receive ERP 2022 payments must purchase crop insurance, or NAP coverage where crop
insurance is not available, in the next two available crop years as determined by the Secretary. Purchased
coverage must be at the 60/100 coverage level or higher for insured crops or at the catastrophic coverage
level or higher for NAP crops.

More Information

ERP 2022 eligibility details and payment calculation factor tables are available on the emergency relief
website, in the ERP Track 1 and ERP Track 2 fact sheets and through your local ESA county office.

Update Your Records

FSA is cleaning up our producer record database and needs your help. Please report any changes of
address, zip code, phone number, email address or an incorrect name or business name on file to our office.
You should also report changes in your farm operation, like the addition of a farm by lease or purchase. You
should also report any changes to your operation in which you reorganize to form a Trust, LLC or other legal
entity.

FSA and NRCS program participants are required to promptly report changes in their farming operation to the
County Committee in writing and to update their Farm Operating Plan on form CCC-902.

To update your records, contact your Big Horn County USDA Service Center at (307)765-2689 Ext 2.

Submit Loan Requests for Financing Early

The Farm Loan team in Big Horn County is already working on operating loans for
spring 2024 and asks potential borrowers to submit their requests early so they can be FARM
timely processed. The farm loan team can help determine which loan programs are

best for applicants. LOAN

FSA offers a wide range of low-interest loans that can meet the financial needs of any PRDGRAS i
farm operation for just about any purpose. The traditional farm operating and farm ] '
ownership loans can help large and small farm operations take advantage of early purchasing discounts for
spring inputs as well expenses throughout the year.

Microloans are a simplified loan program that will provide up to $50,000 for both Farm Ownership and
Operating Microloans to eligible applicants. These loans, targeted for smaller and non-traditional operations,
can be used for operating expenses, starting a new operation, purchasing equipment, and other needs
associated with a farming operation. Loans to beginning farmers and members of underserved groups are a
priority.

Other types of loans available include:
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https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2FAssets%2FUSDA-FSA-Public%2Fusdafiles%2Femergency-relief-program%2Fpdfs%2Ffsa_erp_2022_track_2_factsheet.pdf%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=05%7C02%7Ccarry.martin%40usda.gov%7C8c0313b9682641f60abd08dc023e4d0a%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C1%7C0%7C638387714122694851%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=7IsYKU%2FhXnHwQzAehRwL1hXGSTobQeGdN5Qx%2F0gIq1c%3D&reserved=0
https://www.farmers.gov/working-with-us/service-center-locator?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery

Marketing Assistance Loans allow producers to use eligible commodities as loan collateral and obtain a 9-
month loan while the crop is in storage. These loans provide cash flow to the producer and allow them to
market the crop when prices may be more advantageous.

Farm Storage Facility Loans can be used to build permanent structures used to store eligible commodities,
for storage and handling trucks, or portable or permanent handling equipment. A variety of structures are
eligible under this loan, including bunker silos, grain bins, hay storage structures, and refrigerated structures
for vegetables and fruit. A producer may borrow up to $500,000 per loan.

NRCS in Wyoming is Accepting Applications from
Producers, Landowners for the Environmental Quality
Incentives Program

USDA is accepting applications from agricultural producers and forest landowners
from Wyoming for the Environmental Quality Incentives Program (EQIP), which offers
producers financial and technical assistance to address resource concerns on their
land.

While USDA'’s Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) accepts EQIP
applications year-round, Wyoming producers and landowners should apply by
January 19, 2024 to be considered for funding in the current cycle. Applications received after the ranking
date will automatically be considered during the next funding cycle. Funding is provided through a competitive
process.

State Technical Committees, composed of conservation and agricultural-related agency and organization
representatives, work with NRCS to identify resource priorities and how best to address them. NRCS then
sets state-specific, ranking dates to evaluate applications for funding that account for producer needs, staff
workload and ensure potential participants have ample opportunities to apply.

EQIP offers agricultural producers financial and technical assistance to producers. EQIP offers conservation
practices to help producers make improvements, including enhancing water and air quality, conserving
ground and surface water, reducing soil erosion and sedimentation, or enhancing wildlife habitat.

If a producer’s application is funded, NRCS will offer an EQIP contract for financial assistance to help address
the cost of implementing conservation practices. NRCS provides financial assistance for a wide variety of
conservation practices through EQIP, but availability and amount of financial assistance can vary between
states.

To apply for EQIP, contact NRCS at your local USDA Service Center. Find your local Service Center at

farmers.gov/service-locator.

Big Horn County
USDA Service Center

408 Greybull Ave
Greybull WY 82426

Phone: 307-765-2689
Fax: 855-415-3432



http://www.farmers.gov/service-locator?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery

Farm Service Agency Natural Resources Conservation Service

Brenda Miller Laura Galloway
County Executive Director District Conservationist

307-765-2689 Ext 2. brenda.miller@usda.gov 307-765-2483 Ext 3 laura.galloway@usda.gov

Mikayla Zimmerman

Program Technician mikayla.zimmerman@usda.gov Curtis Johnson

Rangeland Management Specialist

Bailey Middleton curtis.johnson2@usda.gov

County Executive Director Trainee

bailey.middleton@usda.gov Alyssa Green
Soil Conservationist alyssa.green@usda.gov

Brianne Patrick

Program Assistant brianne.patrick@usda.gov

Chad Foster
Civil Engineering Technician chad.foster@usda.gov

County Commiftee: South Big Horn Conservation District

Martin Mercer-Chairman

Spencer Ellis-Vice Chairman A_shI(_ey SR
Justine Paxton-Memb District Manager
USHne Faxton-iemoer 307-765-2483 Ext 4

COC Meeting: January 17, 2024 @ 1:30pm =il e Il
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