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o Staci’'s Corner

o Farmers Can Now Make 2023 Crop Year Elections, Enroll in Agriculture Risk Coverage
and Price Loss Coverage Programs

« USDA Offers Disaster Assistance for Producers Facing Inclement Weather

¢ FSA Offers Joint Financing Option on Direct Farm Ownership Loans

Staci’s Corner

The beginning of each new year brings new possibilities, new hope, new
adventures, new programs sometimes. The county staff is currently being trained
on the new Pandemic Assistance Revenue Program (PARP) & Emergency Relief
Program (ERP) Phase Il. Additional details as we learn more will be forthcoming.

Crook County Natural Resource District is holding their 2023 tree sale. Order
forms are available with over 65 different species of trees and shrubs to choose
from. These are conservation grade, potted trees. Come to our office at 117 S 215t St, Sundance to pick up
a form or print one online at https:/bit.ly/2023CCNRDTreeOrderForm. Contact Jessie with any questions
307-283-2870 x129 or halverson.ccnrd@gmail.com.

The Weston County Natural Resource District is once again selling bareroot and potted trees and shrubs
for district members. These are trees suitable for conservation plantings including shelterbelts, field or
livestock windbreaks, living snow fences, riparian plantings, and wildlife habitat areas. The order form

is available on the District's website at https://westoncountynrd.org/seedling-tree-sales/. Orders are due by
April 7th but order early as many varieties sell out quickly! If you have questions please call (307) 746-3264
ext 4.

IMPORTANT DATES

January 30" — DEADLINE for 2022 LFP, 2022 ELAP
February 20" — President’s Day — Office CLOSED
March 15t — DEADLINE for 2022 LIP

March 15" — ARC/PLC Contract signature DEADLINE
TECH TIPS

Did you know you can scan documents with your iPhone and email them to our office? Interested in
learning this potential time saving feature?

Very Sincerely,
Staci
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Farmers Can Now Make 2023 Crop Year Elections, Enroll
in Agriculture Risk Coverage and Price Loss Coverage
Programs

Agricultural producers can now change election and enroll in the Agriculture
Risk Coverage (ARC) and Price Loss Coverage programs for the 2023 crop
year, two key safety net programs offered by the U.S. Department of
Agriculture (USDA). Signup began Oct. 17, 2022, and producers have until
March 15, 2023, to enroll in these two programs. Additionally, USDA’s Farm
Service Agency (FSA) has started issuing payments totaling more than $255
million to producers with 2021 crops that have triggered payments through
ARC or PLC.

2023 Elections and Enrollment

Producers can elect coverage and enroll in ARC-County (ARC-CQ) or PLC, which provide crop-by-crop
protection, or ARC-Individual (ARC-IC), which protects the entire farm. Although election changes for 2023
are optional, producers must enroll through a signed contract each year. Also, if a producer has a multi-year
contract on the farm and makes an election change for 2023, they must sign a new contract.

If producers do not submit their election by the March 15, 2023 deadline, their election remains the same as
their 2022 election for crops on the farm. Farm owners cannot enroll in either program unless they have a
share interest in the farm.

Covered commodities include barley, canola, large and small chickpeas, corn, crambe, flaxseed, grain
sorghum, lentils, mustard seed, oats, peanuts, dry peas, rapeseed, long grain rice, medium and short grain
rice, safflower seed, seed cotton, sesame, soybeans, sunflower seed and wheat.

Web-Based Decision Tools

In partnership with USDA, the University of lllinois and Texas A&M University offer web-based decision
tools to assist producers in making informed, educated decisions using crop data specific to their respective
farming operations. Tools include:

e Gardner-farmdoc Payment Calculator, a tool available through the University of lllinois allows
producers to estimate payments for farms and counties for ARC-CO and PLC.

e ARC and PLC Decision Tool, a tool available through Texas A&M that allows producers to obtain
basic information regarding the decision and factors that should be taken into consideration such as
future commodity prices and historic yields to estimate payments for 2022.

2021 Payments and Contracts

ARC and PLC payments for a given crop year are paid out the following fall to allow actual county yields
and the Market Year Average prices to be finalized. This month, FSA processed payments to producers
enrolled in 2021 ARC-CO, ARC-IC and PLC for covered commodities that triggered for the crop year.

For ARC-CO, producers can view the 2021 ARC-CO Benchmark Yields and Revenues online database, for
payment rates applicable to their county and each covered commodity. For PLC, payments have triggered
for rapeseed and peanuts.

For ARC-IC, producers should contact their local FSA office for additional information pertaining to 2021
payment information, which relies on producer-specific yields for the crop and farm to determine benchmark
yields and actual year yields when calculating revenues.

By the Numbers
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In 2021, producers signed nearly 1.8 million ARC or PLC contracts, and 251 million out of 273 million base
acres were enrolled in the programs. For the 2022 crop year signed contracts surpassed 1.8 million, to be
paid in the fall of 2023, if a payment triggers.

Since ARC and PLC were first authorized by the 2014 Farm Bill and reauthorized by the 2018 Farm Bill,
these safety-net programs have paid out more than $34.9 billion to producers of covered commodities.

Crop Insurance Considerations

ARC and PLC are part of a broader safety net provided by USDA, which also includes crop insurance and
marketing assistance loans.

Producers are reminded that ARC and PLC elections and enrollments can impact eligibility for some crop
insurance products.

Producers on farms with a PLC election have the option of purchasing Supplemental Coverage Option
(SCO) through their Approved Insurance Provider; however, producers on farms where ARC is the election
are ineligible for SCO on their planted acres for that crop on that farm.

Unlike SCO, the Enhanced Coverage Option (ECO) is unaffected by an ARC election. Producers may add
ECO regardless of the farm program election.

Upland cotton farmers who choose to enroll seed cotton base acres in ARC or PLC are ineligible for the
stacked income protection plan (STAX) on their planted cotton acres for that farm.

More Information

For more information on ARC and PLC, visit the ARC and PLC webpage or contact your local USDA
Service Center.

USDA Offers Disaster Assistance for Producers Facing
Inclement Weather

Severe weather events create significant challenges and often result in
4 catastrophic loss for agricultural producers. Despite every attempt to mitigate
risk, your operation may suffer losses. USDA offers several programs to help
with recovery.

=™ Risk Management

For producers who have risk protection through Federal Crop Insurance or
the Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP), we want to remind
you to report crop damage to your crop insurance agent or the local Farm Service Agency (FSA) office.

If you have crop insurance, contact your agency within 72 hours of discovering damage and be sure to
follow up in writing within 15 days. If you have NAP coverage, file a Notice of Loss (also called Form CCC-
576) within 15 days of loss becoming apparent, except for hand-harvested crops, which should be reported
within 72 hours.

Disaster Assistance

USDA also offers disaster assistance programs, which is especially important to livestock, fruit and
vegetable, specialty and perennial crop producers who have fewer risk management options.

First, the Livestock Indemnity Program (LIP) and Emergency Assistance for Livestock, Honeybee and
Farm-raised Fish Program (ELAP) reimburses producers for a portion of the value of livestock, poultry and
other animals that died as a result of a qualifying natural disaster event or for loss of grazing acres, feed
and forage. And, the Livestock Forage Disaster Program (LFP) provides assistance to producers of grazed
forage crop acres that have suffered crop loss due to a qualifying drought. Livestock producers suffering
the impacts of drought can also request Emergency Haying and Grazing on Conservation Reserve Program
(CRP) acres.
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Next, the Tree Assistance Program (TAP) provides cost share assistance to rehabilitate and replant tree,
vines or shrubs loss experienced by orchards and nurseries. This complements NAP or crop insurance
coverage, which cover the crop but not the plants or trees in all cases.

For LIP and ELAP, you will need to file a Notice of Loss for livestock and grazing or feed losses within 30
days and honeybee losses within 15 days. For TAP, you will need to file a program application within 90
days.

Documentation

It's critical to keep accurate records to document all losses following this devastating cold weather event.
Livestock producers are advised to document beginning livestock numbers by taking time and date-
stamped video or pictures prior to after the loss.

Other common documentation options include:

e Purchase records
e Production records
e Vaccination records
e Bank or other loan documents
e Third-party certification
Other Programs

The Emergency Conservation Program and Emergency Forest Restoration Program can assist landowners
and forest stewards with financial and technical assistance to restore damaged farmland or forests.

Additionally, FSA offers a variety of loans available including emergency loans that are triggered by disaster
declarations and operating loans that can assist producers with credit needs. You can use these loans to
replace essential property, purchase inputs like livestock, equipment, feed and seed, or refinance farm-
related debts, and other needs.

Meanwhile, USDA’s Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) provides financial resources through
its Environmental Quality Incentives Program to help with immediate needs and long-term support to help
recover from natural disasters and conserve water resources. Assistance may also be available for
emergency animal mortality disposal from natural disasters and other causes.

Additional Resources

Additional details — including payment calculations — can be found on our NAP, ELAP, LIP, and TAP fact
sheets. On farmers.gov, the Disaster Assistance Discovery Tool, Disaster-at-a-Glance fact sheet, and Farm
Loan Discovery Tool can help you determine program or loan options.

While we never want to have to implement disaster programs, we are here to help. To file a Notice of Loss
or to ask questions about available programs, contact your local USDA Service Center. AlLUSDA Service
Centers are open for business, including those that restrict in-person visits or require appointments because
of the pandemic.

FSA Offers Joint Financing Option on Direct Farm
Ownership Loans

The USDA Farm Service Agency’s (FSA) Direct Farm Ownership loans can help
farmers and ranchers become owner-operators of family farms, improve and expand
current operations, increase agricultural productivity, and assist with land tenure to
save farmland for future generations.

Farm Service Agency

Farm Loan Programs
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There are three types of Direct Farm Ownership Loans: regular, down payment and joint financing. FSA
also offers a Direct Farm Ownership Microloan option for smaller financial needs up to $50,000.

Joint financing allows FSA to provide more farmers and ranchers with access to capital. FSA lends up to 50
percent of the total amount financed. A commercial lender, a State program or the seller of the property
being purchased, provides the balance of loan funds, with or without an FSA guarantee. The maximum loan
amount for a joint financing loan is $600,000, and the repayment period for the loan is up to 40 years.

The operation must be an eligible farm enterprise. Farm Ownership loan funds cannot be used to finance
nonfarm enterprises and all applicants must be able to meet general eligibility requirements. Loan
applicants are also required to have participated in the business operations of a farm or ranch for at least
three years out of the 10 years prior to the date the application is submitted. The applicant must show
documentation that their participation in the business operation of the farm or ranch was not solely as a

laborer.

For more information about farm loans, contact your Campbell County USDA Service Center at (307) 682-

8843 Ext. 2 or visit fsa.usda.gov.

Y

CROOK & WESTON

USDA Service Centers

Phone: 307-283-2870 (CROOK)
Phone: 307-746-2701 (WESTON)

FARM SERVICE AGENCY
Staci L. Green-Steiner
County Executive Director
Staci.steiner@usda.gov

FSA PROGRAM TECHNICIANS

Tiffany Volkman, Crook Co.
Tiffany.volkman@usda.gov

Bailey Middleton, Crook Co.
Bailey.middleton@usda.gov

Kevie Morrison, Crook Co.
Kevie.morrison@usda.gov

Jennifer Jones, Weston Co.
Jennifer.jones4@usda.gov

Kayla Pederson, Weston Co.
Kayla.pederson@usda.gov

Crook County Conservation District

NRCS

Keela Deaton

District Conservationist, Crook Co.
keela.deaton@usda.gov

Paul Eitel
District Conservationist, Weston Co.
Paul.eitel@usda.gov

NRCS STAFF

Jason Nehl, Natural Resource Specialist
Jason.nehl@usda.gov

Sherry Burr, Soil Con Tech
sherry.burr@usda.gov

Jess Van Woerkom, Crook Co.
Jessica.vanwoerkom@usda.gov

Tanner Jenks, Rangeland Mgmt. Specialist
Tanner.jenks@usda.gov

Austin Sommerville, Forester

Weston County Conservation District
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Sarah Anderson
Anderson.ccnrd mail.com

Bridget Helms
crookcountynrd@gmail.com

Jessica Halverson
Halverson.ccnrd mail.com

Caleb Carter
ccarter.wcnrd@gmail.com
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