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Staci’s Corner 
This has been one of the craziest, wettest, coldest summers 
that I can remember.  As the grass looks beautiful, tall and 
green, the hay fields are not getting all the attention they need 
due to mud.  RAIN, it is a blessing and a curse for ranchers and 
farmers. 

I wanted to Thank the producers of Crook County for welcoming 
me into this very special corner of Wyoming!  I have enjoyed 
almost every day here – the minus 51 degrees winter was not my favorite however.   I have 
accepted a position in Arizona with FSA and am headed south.  Wednesday, August 16th will 
be my final day in the office here in Sundance. THANK YOU! 

IMPORTANT DATES 
September 4th – Office CLOSED for Labor Day 
October 9th – Office CLOSED for Columbus Day 

If you have any questions about programs or policies, please contact our office Monday 
through Friday between 8am and 4:30pm. 

Very Sincerely, 
Staci 

  

  

SSHHHHH Don't Tell!!  

We are doing a going away party for Staci at the Crook County FSA office on August 16th, 
2023 at 2:00pm. Please come enjoy snacks and drinks and help us send Staci off on her new 
adventure.  

Tiffany, Bailey, Kevie, Keela, Sherry, Jason, Jess, Sarah, Bridget, Jessica 
 

Financial Assistance Application Process Opens 
for USDA Farm Loan Borrowers Who Have Faced 
Discrimination 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ffsa.usda.gov%2F%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=05%7C01%7C%7C9b03c63ee093425c339808db9a87f4ef%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C638273681079557936%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=1OhsPtovx4M2xlXlBqo0SvjFJGoPI0MBh4nHY4mlcV4%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.nrcs.usda.gov%2F%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=05%7C01%7C%7C9b03c63ee093425c339808db9a87f4ef%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C638273681079557936%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=oKVD1prLvEhApa%2FUkZx7if86BTTRboJKLuBzeFBQQ7I%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Frma.usda.gov%2F%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=05%7C01%7C%7C9b03c63ee093425c339808db9a87f4ef%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C638273681079557936%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=0qfV0nAs%2FkY3wJV9TEzPwJNTCXXxGRM8eb0hwv3LwWQ%3D&reserved=0


USDA announced the opening of the financial assistance 
application process for eligible farmers, ranchers, and forest 
landowners who experienced discrimination in USDA farm 
lending programs prior to January 2021. Section 22007 of the 
Inflation Reduction Act (IRA) directs USDA to provide this 
assistance. Since the law’s passage, USDA has worked 
diligently to design the program in accordance with significant 
stakeholder input.  

The program website, 22007apply.gov, is now open. The website includes an English- and 
Spanish-language application that applicants can download or submit via an e-filing portal, 
information on how to obtain technical assistance in-person or virtually, and additional 
resources and details about the program.  

Farmers, ranchers, and forest landowners who experienced discrimination by USDA in its 
farm loan programs prior to January 1, 2021 and/or are currently debtors with assigned or 
assumed USDA farm loan debt that was the subject of USDA discrimination that occurred 
prior to January 1, 2021, are eligible for this program.   

To apply, borrowers have the option to apply via the e-filing portal at 22007apply.gov or 
submit paper-based forms via mail or in-person delivery to the program’s local offices. The 
application process will be open from July 7 to October 31, 2023. Under the planned timeline, 
applications will be reviewed in November and December, with payments reaching recipients 
soon thereafter. Importantly, applicants should know that the application process is not on a 
first come, first served, basis. All applications received or postmarked before the October 31 
deadline will be considered.  

To support producers throughout the application process, USDA is ensuring that organizations 
with extensive experience conducting outreach to farm organizations are able to support 
individuals who may be eligible for the program. These groups include AgrAbility, Farmer 
Veteran Coalition, Farmers’ Legal Action Group, Federation of Southern 
Cooperatives, Intertribal Agriculture Council, Land Loss Prevention Program, National Young 
Farmers Coalition, and Rural Coalition.   

Vendors operating four regional hubs are also providing technical assistance and working 
closely with these and other community-based organizations to conduct outreach using digital 
and grassroots strategies, to ensure potential applicants are informed about the program and 
have the opportunity to apply. These hubs are operating a network of brick-and-mortar 
program offices and will conduct extensive outreach about the program. Windsor Group 
serves farmers in the eastern regions of the U.S. and Analytic Acquisitions serves the western 
regions. A national administrator, Midtown Group, is responsible for program oversight and 
integrity, and will lead a national call-center, operate the application website - 22007apply.gov, 
which is now open – and review and process applications and payments. All vendors have 
experience in professional services, supporting government contracts, and complex program 
operations.    

In standing up this program, USDA has become aware of some lawyers and groups spreading 
misleading information about the discrimination assistance process, pressuring people to sign 
retainer agreements, and asking people to fill out forms with private and sensitive information. 
As of today, the official application process has begun and filling out an application is free.  

No attorneys’ fees will be paid to applicants or their counsel by USDA or by any other agency 
or department of the United States. The amount of financial assistance will not be increased 
for those claimants who are represented by an attorney. Applicants are not required to retain 
an attorney. USDA, the national administrator, and the regional hub vendors will neither 
recommend that any applicant retain counsel or retain a specific attorney or law firm, nor 
discourage an applicant from obtaining counsel or using a specific attorney or law firm. For 
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more information, read our fact sheet about the program timeline and ways to protect against 
possible scams.  

  
 

Is the Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance 
Program Right for You? 
Farmers and ranchers rely on crop insurance to protect 
themselves from disasters and unforeseen events, but not all 
crops are insurable through the USDA’s Risk Management 
Agency. The Farm Service Agency’s (FSA) Noninsured Crop 
Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) provides producers another 
option to obtain coverage against disaster for these crops. NAP 
provides financial assistance to producers of non-insurable crops impacted by natural 
disasters that result in lower yields, crop losses, or prevents crop planting. 

Commercially produced crops and agricultural commodities for which crop insurance is not 
available are generally eligible for NAP. Eligible crops include those grown specifically for 
food, fiber, livestock consumption, biofuel or biobased products, or value loss crops such as 
aquaculture, Christmas trees, ornamental nursery, and others. Contact your local FSA office 
to see which crops are eligible in your state and county. 

  of loss include drought, freeze, hail, excessive moisture, excessive wind or hurricanes, 
earthquake and flood. These events must occur during the NAP policy coverage period, 
before or during harvest, and the disaster must directly affect the eligible crop. For guidance 
on causes of loss not listed, contact your local FSA county office. 

Interested producers apply for NAP coverage using FSA form CCC-471, “Application for 
Coverage,” and pay the applicable service fee at the FSA office where their farm records are 
maintained. These must be filed by the application closing date, which varies by crop. Contact 
your local FSA office to verify application closing dates and ensure coverage for eligible NAP 
crops. 

At the time of application, each producer acknowledges they have received the NAP Basic 
Provisions, which describes NAP requirements  for coverage. NAP participants must report 
crop acreage shortly after planting and provide verifiable or reliable crop production records 
when required by FSA. 

Producers are required to pay service fees which vary depending on the number of crops and 
number of counties your operation is located in. The NAP service fee is the lesser of $325 per 
crop or $825 per producer per administrative county, not to exceed a total of $1,950 for a 
producer with farming interests in multiple counties. Premiums also apply when producers 
elect higher levels of coverage with a maximum premium of $15,750 per person or legal 
entity. 

A producer’s certification on Form CCC-860 Socially Disadvantaged, Limited Resource, 
Beginning and Veteran Farmer or Rancher Certification may serve as an application for basic 
NAP coverage for all eligible crops beginning with crop year 2022.  These producers will have 
all NAP-related service fees for basic coverage waived, in addition to a 50 percent premium 
reduction if higher levels of coverage are elected. 

For more detailed information on NAP, download the NAP Fact Sheet. To get started with 
NAP, we recommend you contact your local USDA service center. 

 

https://www.farmers.gov/sites/default/files/documents/farmersgov-factsheet-ira-avoid-scams.pdf?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
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Farmers.gov Feature Helps Producers Find Farm 
Loans that Fit Their Operation 
Farmers and ranchers can use the Farm Loan Discovery Tool 
on farmers.gov to find information on USDA farm loans that 
may best fit their operations. 

USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) offers a variety of loan 
options to help farmers finance their operations. From buying 
land to financing the purchase of equipment, FSA loans can help. 

USDA conducted field research in eight states, gathering input from farmers and FSA farm 
loan staff to better understand their needs and challenges. 

How the Tool Works 

Farmers who are looking for financing options to operate a farm or buy land can answer a few 
simple questions about what they are looking to fund and how much money they need to 
borrow. After submitting their answers, farmers will receive information on farm loans that best 
fit their specific needs. The loan application and additional resources also will be provided. 

Farmers can download application quick guides that outline what to expect from preparing an 
application to receiving a loan decision. There are four guides that cover loans to individuals, 
entities, and youth, as well as information on microloans. The guides include general eligibility 
requirements and a list of required forms and documentation for each type of loan. These 
guides can help farmers prepare before their first USDA service center visit with a loan officer. 

Farmers can access the Farm Loan Discovery Tool by visiting farmers.gov/fund and clicking 
the “Start” button. Follow the prompts and answer five simple questions to receive loan 
information that is applicable to your agricultural operation. The tool is built to run on any 
modern browser like Chrome, Edge, Firefox, or the Safari browser, and is fully functional on 
mobile devices. It does not work in Internet Explorer. 

About Farmers.gov 

In 2018, USDA unveiled farmers.gov, a dynamic, mobile-friendly public website combined with 
an authenticated portal where farmers will be able to apply for programs, process 
transactions, and manage accounts. 

The Farm Loan Discovery Tool is one of many resources on farmers.gov to help connect 
farmers to information that can help their operations. Earlier this year, USDA launched the My 
Financial Information feature, which enables farmers to view their loan information, history, 
payments, and alerts by logging into the website. 

USDA is building farmers.gov for farmers, by farmers. In addition to the interactive farm loan 
features, the site also offers a Disaster Assistance Discovery Tool. Farmers can visit 
farmers.gov/recover/disaster-assistance-tool#step-1 to find disaster assistance programs that 
can help their operation recover from natural disasters. 

For more information, contact Eilish Hanson at the Campbell County USDA Service Center at 
(307) 682-8843 ext. 2 or visit farmers.gov. 
 

 

 

https://www.farmers.gov/fund?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.farmers.gov/recover/disaster-assistance-tool?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery#step-1
https://www.farmers.gov/?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery


CROOK COUNTY  
USDA Service Center 

117 South 21st Street 
P.O. Box 1070 

Sundance, Wyoming 82729 
PHONE: 307-283-2870 

FAX: 855-415-3442 
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Tiffany.volkman@usda.gov                                  Jason.nehl@usda.gov 
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Jeanne Habeck, Chairperson                              Sarah Anderson 
Alan Ista, Vice Chairperson                                 Anderson.ccnrd@gmail.com 
Matt Wood, Member                                              
                                                                            Bridget Helms 
                                                                           crookcountynrd@gmail.com                      

                                                                          Jessica Halverson                                        
                                                                          Halverson.ccnrd@gmail.com                               
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