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o USDA Now Accepting Applications for Farm Loans Online

e Farmers.qgov - Your Online Hub for Conducting Business with USDA

e USDA to Provide More Than $3 Billion to Commodity and Specialty Crop
Producers Impacted by 2022 Natural Disasters

Crook County Corner

We hope that you all had a wonderful time with friends and family
over Thanksgiving. As we come closer to the end of this year and
looking at how dry things are, we are hoping that we get a White
Christmas this year! We would like to again thank all our produces
for your patience through all the changes the office is going through
right now. | hope you all have wonderful plans as we go into this @
holiday season. | hope this season brings you plenty of laughs,

Plenty of family time and plenty of joy. Everyone from the office
would like to wish our producers Happy Holidays and a Happy New
Year!

Loan Deficiency Payments (LDP) Producers who will be shearing or who have shorn their
sheep and are interested in receiving a wool LDP, must sign the CCC-633EZ page 1, prior to
losing beneficial interest. If you have already signed page 1, you will be required to furnish
the following information on the CCC-633EZ to receive an LDP: If you are a sheep Producer
please watch for this form in the mail it will be sent out towards the end of December.

Certified or production evidence of wool weights with receipts
Flock size, which includes the number of ewes, yearlings and rams shorn

wn =

Shearing date
4. The breed of your sheep
Important Deadlines:

December 12, 2023- County Committee Meeting for Ballet Counting Only

JAN 31: LDP - Wool/Mohair/Unshorn pelts from previous year crop

MAR 31: Loan/LDP - Grain/Hay crops from previous year crop

JULY 15: Crop report for current year spring planted crops.

Crop production report for spring planted crops from prior year

AUG 1: Request current year farm changes

NOV 15: Crop report - current year perennial forage (hay)/ grazing crops.
Crop production report - current year perennial forage/graze crops

DEC 1: Purchase NAP - next year’s pasture, forage (hay or graze), honey,
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winter wheat (for winter kill coverage)

CROP LOSS INFO: When you have a loss on a crop covered by a NAP policy

You must file a notice of loss the earlier of: 15 days of the disaster event;

or when the loss becomes apparent to you.

Days USDA Offices Are Closed
Dec. 25, 2023 - Christmas Holiday
Jan. 1 - New Year’s Day Holiday
Jan. 17 - Martin Luther King, Jr. Day
Feb. 21 - President’s Birthday

May 30 - Memorial Day

July 4 - Independence Day

USDA Now Accepting Applications for Farm Loans
Online

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) has launched an
online application for Direct Loan customers. More than 26,000 |
customers who submit a Direct Loan application each year can " M0 o i o sk U
now use an online, interactive, guided application that is — g ']
paperless and provides helpful features including an electronic ey b
signature option, the ability to attach supporting documents such as tax returns, complete a
balance sheet and build a farm operating plan. This tool is part of a broader effort by USDA’s
Farm Service Agency (FSA) to streamline its processes, improve customers service, and

expand credit access.

The online farm loan application replicates the support an applicant would receive when
completing a loan application in person with an FSA Farm Loan Officer, while continuing to
provide customers with one-on-one assistance as needed. This tool and other process
improvements allow farmers and ranchers to submit complete loan applications and reduce
the number of incomplete and withdrawn applications.

Through a personalized dashboard, borrowers can track the progress of their loan application.
It can be accessed on farmers.gov or by completing FSA’s Loan Assistance Tool at
farmers.gov/loan-assistance-tool. To use the online loan application tool, producers must
establish a USDA customer account and a USDA Level 2 eAuthentication (“eAuth”) account or
a Login.gov account. For the initial stage, the online application tool is only available for
producers who will be, or are currently, operating their farm as an individual. FSA is expanding
the tools availability to married couples applying jointly and other legal entities in 2024.

Farm Loan Improvement Efforts

FSA has a significant initiative underway to streamline and automate Farm Loan Program
customer-facing business processes. For the over 26,000 producers who submit a Direct
Loan application to FSA annually, and its 85,000 Direct Loan borrowers, FSA has made
improvements this year, including:

e A simplified direct loan paper application, reduced from 29 pages to 13 pages.
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e The Loan Assistance Tool on farmers.gov that provides customers with an interactive
online, step-by-step guide to identifying the Direct Loan products that may be a fit for
their business needs and to understanding the application process.

More Information

FSA continues to accept and review individual requests for assistance from borrowers who
took certain extraordinary measures to avoid delinquency on their direct FSA loans or those
who missed a recent installment or are unable to make their next scheduled installment. All
requests for assistance must be received by Dec. 31, 2023. For more information, or to submit
a request for assistance, producers can contact their local USDA Service Center or

visit farmers.gov/inflation-reduction-investments/assistance.

The Inflation Reduction Act, a historic, once-in-a-generation investment and opportunity for
agricultural communities, provided $3.1 billion for USDA to provide relief for distressed
borrowers with certain FSA direct and guaranteed loans and to expedite assistance for those
whose agricultural operations are at financial risk. Since October 2022, USDA has provided
approximately $1.6 billion in immediate assistance to more than 27,000 financially distressed
direct and guaranteed FSA loan borrowers.

Farmers.gov - Your Online Hub for Conducting
Business with USDA

Farmers.gov gives you one place to do business with USDA’s
Farm Service Agency (FSA) and the Natural Resources
Conservation Service (NRCS), including accessing your farm
records, maps, and common land units. You can create a
farmers.gov account for the farmers.gov authenticated site,
where you can access self-service features through a secure
login.

In addition to the self-service features farmers.gov website also has information on USDA
programs, farm loans, disaster assistance, conservation programs and crop insurance.

What can you do with your farmers.gov account?

e View FSA Farm loans including loan information, interest payments, loan advance and
payment history, paid-in-full restructured loans, and account alerts.

e View NRCS Disbursements and Farm Loans financial activity from the past 180 days.
e View, print and export detailed farm records and farm/tract maps.
e Export common land unit (field) boundaries as ESRI and GeoJSON file types.

e Import precision agriculture planting boundaries, create labels containing crop
information, and print both on farm tract maps.

e Use the draw tools to determine acres in an area of interest that can be printed on a
map and provided to a third party or exported as a feature file for use in other
geospatial applications.

e View, upload, download and e-sign NRCS documents.

e Request conservation and financial assistance, including submitting a program
application.

e Access information on current and past conservation practices, report practice
completion and request practice certification

e View detailed information on previous and ongoing contracts, including the amount of
cost- share assistance received and request contract modifications.
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How to create a farmers.gov account?

To create a farmers.gov account you will need:

e A USDA individual customer record - A customer record contains information you
have given to USDA to do business with them, like your name, address, phone
number, and any legal representative authority relationships.

e Alogin.gov account — Login.gov is a sign-in service that gives people secure online
access to participating government programs.

USDA to Provide More Than $3 Billion to
Commodity and Specialty Crop Producers
Impacted by 2022 Natural Disasters

The U. S Department of Agriculture (USDA) will provide more
than $3 billion to commodity and specialty crop producers
impacted by natural disaster events in 2022. Eligible impacted
producers can apply for financial assistance through the
Emergency Relief Program (ERP) 2022. The program will help
offset the financial impacts of crop yield and value losses from
qualifying disasters occurring in 2022.

Background

On Dec. 29, 2022, President Biden signed into law the Disaster Relief Supplemental
Appropriations Act, 2023 (P.L. 117-328) that provides about $3.7 billion in financial assistance
for agricultural producers impacted by eligible natural disasters that occurred in calendar year
2022.

ERP 2022 covers losses to crops, trees, bushes and vines due to qualifying, calendar year
2022 natural disaster events including wildfires, hurricanes, floods, derechos, excessive heat,
tornadoes, winter storms, freeze (including a polar vortex), smoke exposure, excessive
moisture, qualifying drought and related conditions.

ERP 2022 program benefits will be delivered to eligible producers through a two-track
process. FSA intends to make both tracks available to producers at the same time. This two-
track approach enables USDA to:

e Streamline the application process.
e Reduce the paperwork burden on producers.

e Proactively include provisions for underserved producers who have not been well
served by past emergency relief efforts.

e Encourage producer participation in existing risk management programs to mitigate
the impacts of future severe weather events.

It's important to note that disaster-impacted producers may be eligible for ERP 2022
assistance under one or both tracks. To avoid duplicative benefits, if a producer applies for
both tracks, the Track 2 payment calculation will take into account any payments received
through Track 1.

ERP 2022 Application Process — Track 1

ERP 2022 Track 1 leverages existing federal crop insurance or Noninsured Crop Disaster
Assistance Program (NAP) data as the basis for calculating payments for eligible crop
producers who received indemnities through these risk management programs.
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Although FSA is sending pre-filled ERP 2022 Track 1 application forms to producers who
have crop insurance and NAP data already on file with USDA, producers indemnified for
losses resulting from 2022 natural disasters do not have to wait to receive the application
before requesting ERP 2022 assistance. Effective Oct. 31, 2023, producers can apply for ERP
2022 benefits whether they have received the pre-filled application or not. Receipt of a pre-
filled application is not confirmation that a producer is eligible to receive an ERP 2022 Track 1
payment.

USDA estimates that ERP Track 1 benefits will reach more than 206,000 producers who
received indemnities for losses covered by federal crop insurance and more than 4,500
producers who obtained NAP coverage for the 2022 crop year.

ERP 2022 Application Process — Track 2

Track 2 is a revenue-based certification program designed to assist eligible producers who
suffered an eligible decrease in revenue resulting from 2022 calendar year disaster events
when compared with revenue in a benchmark year using revenue information that is readily
available from most tax records. In cases where revenue does not reasonably reflect a normal
year’s revenue, Track 2 provides an alternative method for establishing revenue. Likewise,
Track 2 affords producers of crops that are used within an operation and do not generate
revenue from the sale of the crop a method for establishing revenue for the purpose of
applying for ERP 2022 benefits. Producers are not required to submit tax records to FSA
unless requested by the County Committee if required for an FSA compliance spot check.

Although not required when applying for ERP 2022 Track 2, applicants might find the following
documents useful to the process:

e Schedule F (Form 1040)

e Profit or Loss from Farming or similar tax documents for tax years 2018, 2019, 2022
and 2023.

Track 2 targets gaps in emergency relief assistance for eligible producers whose eligible
losses were not covered by crop insurance or NAP including revenue losses too small
(shallow loss) to be covered by crop insurance.

Producers interested in applying for ERP 2022 Track 2, should contact their local FSA county
office. Additional reference resources can be found on FSA’s emergency relief website.

Additional Required Forms

For both ERP 2022 tracks, all producers must have certain required forms on file with FSA
within 60 days of the ERP 2022 deadline. Producers can apply for ERP 2022 starting Oct. 31,
2023. The application deadline has not yet been determined and will be announced at a later
date. If not already on file, producers can update, complete and submit required forms to FSA
at any time.

Required forms:

e Form AD-2047, Customer Data Worksheet.
e Form CCC-902, Farm Operating Plan for an individual or legal entity.
e Form CCC-901, Member Information for Legal Entities (if applicable).

e Form FSA-510, Request for an Exception to the $125,000 Payment Limitation for
Certain Programs (if applicable).

e Form CCC-860, Socially Disadvantaged, Limited Resource, Beginning and Veteran
Farmer or Rancher Cettification, if applicable, for the 2022 program year.

e A highly erodible land conservation (sometimes referred to as HELC) and wetland
conservation certification (Form AD-1026 Highly Erodible Land Conservation (HELC)
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and Wetland Conservation (WC) Certification) for the ERP producer and applicable
affiliates.
Most producers, especially those who have previously participated in FSA programs, will likely
have these required forms on file. However, those who are uncertain or want to confirm the
status of their forms can contact their local FSA county office.

Future Insurance Coverage Requirements

All producers who receive ERP 2022 payments must purchase crop insurance, or NAP
coverage where crop insurance is not available, in the next two available crop years as
determined by the Secretary. Purchased coverage must be at the 60/100 coverage level or
higher for insured crops or at the catastrophic coverage level or higher for NAP crops.

More Information

ERP 2022 eligibility details and payment calculation factor tables are available on the
emergency relief website, in the ERP Track 1 and ERP Track 2 fact sheets and through your
local FSA county office.

Y

Crook County

USDA Service Center

P.O. Box 1070
117 South 21st Street
Sundance, Wyoming 82729

Phone: 307-283-2870
Fax: 855-415-3442

FARM SERVICE AGENCY NRCS
Dixie Mount Keela Deaton
Acting County Executive Director District Conservationist

dixie.mount@usda.gov keela.deaton@usda.gov

FSA PROGRAM TECHNICIANS NRCS STAFF
Tiffany Volkman Jason Nehl, Natural Resource Specialist
Tiffany.volkman@usda.gov Jason.nehl@usda.gov
Sherry Burr, Soil Con Tech
sherry.burr@usda.gov

Jess Van Woerkom
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CcCOC MEMBERS Crook County Natural Resource District

Jeanne Habeck, Chairperson Sarah Anderson
Alan Ista, Vice Chairperson Anderson.ccnrd@gmail.com

Matt Wood, Member Bridget Helms

COC Meeting: crookcountynrd@gmail.com

December 12, 2023 Jessica Halverson

Ballot County
Only Halverson.ccnrd@gmail.com
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