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• Applying for FSA Direct Loans 
• USDA Makes Producer-Friendly Change to 2023 Notice of Loss Requirements for Two 

Livestock Disaster Assistance Programs 
• Agriculture Risk Coverage and Price Loss Coverage Programs Receive 2018 Farm Bill 

One Year Extension, Farmers Can Now Enroll for the 2024 Crop Year 
• Update Your Records 

Greetings from our Staff 
Season’s Greeting from the staff at Goshen County FSA!  The holidays are just 
hours away, and we’re making our lists and checking them twice…  program to-
do lists, that is.  The new year is rushing towards us with the speed of a young 
bovine who saw that gate you accidentally left open, bringing with it deadlines 
both old and new. 

  

UPCOMING ENROLLMENT DEADLINES: 

Livestock Forage Program (LFP) – January 30th  LFP provides compensation to eligible livestock producers 
who have suffered grazing losses due to designated drought.  Goshen County qualified for the month of May, 
2023. 

Emergency Assistance for Livestock (ELAP) – January 30th for all 2023 calendar year losses.  ELAP 
provides financial assistance to eligible producers of livestock, honeybees, and farm-raised fish for losses due 
to disease, certain adverse weather events or loss conditions, including blizzards and wildfires.  

Livestock Indemnity Program (LIP) – January 30th for 2023 calendar year losses.  LIP provides benefits to 
livestock producers for livestock deaths in excess of normal mortality caused by adverse weather or by 
attacks by animals reintroduced into the wild by the Federal Government.    

Agriculture Risk Coverage (ARC) and Price Loss Coverage (PLC) – Annual Enrollment March 15th  ARC/PLC 
programs provide financial protections to farmers from substantial drops in crop prices or revenues. 

  

HOLIDAYS: 

December 25th: Christmas Day - Closed  

January 1st:  New Year's Day - Closed 

January 15th:  Martin Luther King Jr. Birthday - Closed 

February 19th:  Washington's Birthday - Closed 

  

GOOD LUCK, SANTA!  As he prepares his sleigh, hitches up those reindeer, and loads presents, here’s a 
few numbers to ponder.  Santa will deliver gifts to approximately 1.6 billion children, and has just 32 hours on 
Christmas Eve to complete his route.  He will visit 5,556 homes per second, and that poor man is consuming 
150 billion calories in milk and cookies! 
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Applying for FSA Direct Loans 
FSA offers direct farm ownership and direct farm operating loans to producers who 
want to establish, maintain, or strengthen their farm or ranch. Direct loans are 
processed, approved and serviced by FSA loan officers. 

Direct farm operating loans can be used to purchase livestock and feed, farm 
equipment, fuel, farm chemicals, insurance, and other costs including family living 
expenses. Operating loans can also be used to finance minor improvements or 
repairs to buildings and to refinance some farm-related debts, excluding real 
estate. 

Direct farm ownership loans can be used to purchase farmland, enlarge an existing farm, construct and repair 
buildings, and to make farm improvements. 

The maximum loan amount for direct farm ownership loans is $600,000 and the maximum loan amount for 
direct operating loans is $400,000 and a down payment is not required. Repayment terms vary depending on 
the type of loan, collateral and the producer's ability to repay the loan. Operating loans are normally repaid 
within seven years and farm ownership loans are not to exceed 40 years. 

Please contact your local FSA office for more information or to apply for a direct farm ownership or operating 
loan. 

 

USDA Makes Producer-Friendly Change to 2023 Notice of 
Loss Requirements for Two Livestock Disaster Assistance 
Programs 
The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) has waived certain notice of loss 
requirements for 2023 for the Emergency Assistance for Livestock, Honeybees, and 
Farm-raised Fish (ELAP) and Livestock Indemnity Program (LIP). In an effort to 
streamline assistance to support access to critical 2023 natural disaster recovery 
assistance, USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) is waiving the requirement to 
submit ELAP or LIP notices of loss within a pre-determined number of days for 
2023. Instead, producers have the flexibility to submit 2023 notices of loss as soon as possible, once losses 
are realized, following a natural disaster event or no later than the established annual program application for 
payment deadlines for each program. FSA county committees are also being asked to re-evaluate 2023 
ELAP and LIP late-filed notices of loss to determine if the waiver applies.   

Emergency Assistance for Livestock, Honeybees, and Farm-raised Fish  

ELAP provides recovery assistance to eligible producers of livestock, honeybee, and farm-raised fish losses 
due to an eligible adverse weather or loss condition, including blizzards, disease, water shortages and 
wildfires. ELAP covers grazing and feed losses, transportation of water and feed to livestock and hauling 
livestock to grazing acres. ELAP also covers certain mortality losses for livestock including honeybees and 
farm-raised fish as well as honeybee hive losses. ELAP is designed to address losses not covered by other 
FSA disaster assistance programs.   

For 2023, FSA is waiving the regulatory requirement for producers who are eligible for ELAP to file a notice of 
loss with FSA within 30 calendar days from when the loss first became apparent for livestock and farm-raised 
fish and 15 calendar days for honeybees. Under this waiver, notices of loss are to be completed by the 
eligible producer and submitted to FSA no later than the annual program application deadline of January 
30 following the program year in which the loss occurred. Therefore, producers who incurred ELAP-eligible 
losses in 2023, will need to submit a notice of loss by Jan. 30, 2024.  

Livestock Indemnity Program  

LIP provides disaster recovery assistance to livestock owners and contract growers who experience livestock 
deaths, in excess of normal mortality caused by eligible loss conditions including adverse weather, disease 
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and attacks by animals reintroduced into the wild by the federal government or protected by federal law, 
including wolves and avian predators. LIP also helps livestock owners who must sell livestock at a reduced 
price because of an injury from certain loss conditions.  

For 2023, FSA is waiving the regulatory requirement for producers who are eligible for LIP to file a notice of 
loss within 30 calendar days from when the loss first became apparent. Under this waiver, producers are still 
required to complete and submit the notice of loss to FSA no later than the annual program payment 
application date, which is 60 calendar days following the program year in which the loss occurred. The LIP 
payment application and notice of loss deadline is Feb. 29, 2024, for the 2023 program year.   

2023 Disapproved Applications  

FSA county committees will review all notices of loss for both ELAP and LIP that were previously disapproved 
for the 2023 program year due to late filing and re-evaluate them to determine if the waiver applies. To 
receive ELAP and LIP benefits, producers will still need to file an application for payment by the established 
program deadline for the 2023 program year. Producers who are unsure about the status of their notice of 
loss or application for payment, should contact their local FSA county office as soon as possible.  

Supporting Documentation  

Accurate records and loss documentation are critical following disaster events and are required when filing 
notices of loss with FSA. Acceptable loss documentation includes:   

• Documentation of the number, kind, type, and weight range of livestock that have died, supplemented, 
if possible, by photographs or video records of ownership and losses.  

• Rendering truck receipts by kind, type, and weight - important to document prior to disposal.  
• Beginning inventory supported by birth recordings or purchase receipts.  
• Documentation from Animal Plant Health Inspection Service, Department of Natural Resources, or 

other sources to substantiate eligible death losses due to an eligible loss condition.  
• Documentation that livestock were removed from grazing pastures due to an eligible adverse weather 

or loss condition.  
• Costs of transporting livestock feed to eligible livestock, such as receipts for equipment rental fees for 

hay lifts and snow removal.  
• Feed purchase receipts if feed supplies or grazing pastures are destroyed. 
• Number of gallons of water transported to livestock due to water shortages. 

More Information  

The improvements to ELAP and LIP build on others made since 2021. This includes ELAP benefits for above 
normal costs for hauling feed and water to livestock and transporting livestock to other grazing acres during a 
qualifying drought. FSA also expanded eligible livestock under ELAP, LIP, and the Livestock Forage Disaster 
Assistance Program, and increased the LIP payment rate for beef, beefalo, bison, and dairy animals less than 
250 pounds and most recently beef calves over 800 pounds. Learn about USDA disaster assistance 
programs on farmers.gov.   

On farmers.gov, the Disaster Assistance Discovery Tool, Disaster-at-a-Glance fact sheet and Loan 
Assistance Tool can help producers and landowners determine disaster protection and recovery program or 
loan options. For more information about FSA programs, contact your local USDA Service Center.  

 

Agriculture Risk Coverage and Price Loss Coverage 
Programs Receive 2018 Farm Bill One Year Extension, 
Farmers Can Now Enroll for the 2024 Crop Year 
WASHINGTON, Dec. 18, 2023 – The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) today announced that 
agricultural producers can now enroll in the Farm Service Agency’s (FSA) Agriculture Risk Coverage (ARC) 
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and Price Loss Coverage (PLC) programs for the 2024 crop year. Producers can enroll and make election 
changes for the 2024 crop year starting Dec. 18, 2023. The deadline to complete enrollment and any election 
change is March 15, 2024.   

On Nov. 16, 2023, President Biden signed into law H.R. 6363, the Further Continuing Appropriations and 
Other Extensions Act, 2024 (Pub. L. 118-22), which extended the Agriculture Improvement Act of 2018 (Pub. 
L. 115-334), more commonly known as the 2018 Farm Bill, through September 30, 2024. This 
extension allows authorized programs, including ARC and PLC, to continue operating. 

“Having the Farm Bill extension in place means business as usual for Agriculture Risk Coverage and Price 
Loss Coverage program implementation for the 2024 crop year— nothing has changed from previous years,” 
said FSA Administrator Zach Ducheneaux. “These programs provide critical financial protections against 
commodity market volatilities for many American farmers so don’t delay enrollment. Avoid the rush and 
contact your local FSA office for an appointment because even if you are not changing your program election 
for 2024, you still need to sign a contract to enroll.”  

2024 Elections and Enrollment     

Producers can elect coverage and enroll in ARC-County (ARC-CO) or PLC, which provide crop-by-crop 
protection, or ARC-Individual (ARC-IC), which protects the entire farm. Although election changes for 2024 
are optional, producers must enroll through a signed contract each year. Also, if a producer has a multi-year 
contract on the farm it will continue for 2024 unless an election change is made.      

If producers do not submit their election revision by the March 15, 2024, deadline, their election remains the 
same as their 2023 election for commodities on the farm. Farm owners cannot enroll in either program unless 
they have a share interest in the cropland.       

Covered commodities include barley, canola, large and small chickpeas, corn, crambe, flaxseed, grain 
sorghum, lentils, mustard seed, oats, peanuts, dry peas, rapeseed, long grain rice, medium grain rice, 
safflower seed, seed cotton, sesame, soybeans, sunflower seed and wheat.      

2022 Crop Year Payments   

This fall, FSA issued payments totaling more than $267 million to agricultural producers who enrolled in the 
2022 ARC-CO option and the ARC ARC-IC option for covered commodities that triggered a payment. 
Payments through the PLC option did not trigger for the 2022 crop year.   

ARC and PLC payments for a given crop year are paid out the following fall to allow actual county yields and 
the Market Year Average prices to be finalized. These payments help mitigate fluctuations in either revenue 
or prices for certain crops. Payments for crops that may trigger for the 2023 crop year will be issued in the fall 
of 2024.   

Crop Insurance Considerations     

ARC and PLC are part of a broader USDA safety net that also includes crop insurance and marketing 
assistance loans.     

Producers are reminded that ARC and PLC elections and enrollments can impact eligibility for some crop 
insurance products.     

Producers on farms with a PLC election can purchase Supplemental Coverage Option (SCO) through their 
Approved Insurance Provider; however, producers on farms where ARC is the election are ineligible for SCO 
on their planted acres for that crop on that farm.     

Unlike SCO, the Enhanced Coverage Option (ECO) is unaffected by an ARC election.  Producers may add 
ECO regardless of the farm program election.    
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Upland cotton farmers who choose to enroll seed cotton base acres in ARC or PLC are ineligible for the 
stacked income protection plan (STAX) on their planted cotton acres for that farm.      

Web-Based Decision Tools     

Many universities offer web-based decision tools to help producers make informed, educated decisions using 
crop data specific to their respective farming operations. Producers are encouraged to use the tool of their 
choice to support their ARC and PLC elections.  

More Information      

For more information on ARC and PLC, producers can visit the ARC and PLC webpage or contact their 
local USDA Service Center. Producers can also make elections and complete enrollment online with level 2 
eAuth.   

USDA touches the lives of all Americans each day in so many positive ways. In the Biden-Harris 
administration, USDA is transforming America’s food system with a greater focus on more resilient local and 
regional food production, fairer markets for all producers, ensuring access to safe, healthy and nutritious food 
in all communities, building new markets and streams of income for farmers and producers using climate-
smart food and forestry practices, making historic investments in infrastructure and clean energy capabilities 
in rural America, and committing to equity across the Department by removing systemic barriers and building 
a workforce more representative of America. To learn more, visit usda.gov. 

 

Update Your Records 
FSA is cleaning up our producer record database and needs your help. Please report 
any changes of address, zip code, phone number, email address or an incorrect name or 
business name on file to our office. You should also report changes in your farm 
operation, like the addition of a farm by lease or purchase. You should also report any 
changes to your operation in which you reorganize to form a Trust, LLC or other legal 
entity.  

FSA and NRCS program participants are required to promptly report changes in their 
farming operation to the County Committee in writing and to update their Farm Operating 
Plan on form CCC-902. 

To update your records, contact your Goshen County USDA Service Center at 307-532-4880. 
 

 

 

  

Goshen County Service Center 
1441 East M Street 

Torrington, WY 82240 

Phone: 307-532-4880 

Farm Loan Program 

ROB WEPPNER 
FSA, Farm Loan Manager  

Natural Resources Conservation Service 
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rob.weppner@usda.gov  
307-322-4050 

RYAN CLAYTON 
District Conservationist 
ryan.clayton@usda.gov 

    

FSA Program Technicians: 

BRIAN McKENNA 
brian.mckenna@usda.gov 

KATE JACKSON 
katherine.jackson@usda.gov 

JENNIFER BAUMGARTNER 
 jennifer.baumgartner@usda.gov 
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