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Laramie County Comments 
Happy New Year Laramie County Farmers and Ranchers! 

Before this month is over; the deadlines for the Livestock Forage Disaster Program 
(LFP) and the Emergency Assistance for Livestock, Honeybees, and Farm-Raised 
Fish Programs (ELAP) will be here. If you have not applied and/or have not finished 
submitting the documentation needed for your applications; please give the office a 
call ASAP to get an appointment. The deadline to have everything submitted is 
January 30th.  

Due to the recent weather; we also would like to remind our livestock producers that we have the Livestock 
Indemnity Program (LIP) that can provide assistance for livestock deaths in excess of normal mortality that 
were caused by adverse weather, disease and certain animals that are protected by federal law. For more 
information, please see the below article.  

Thank you for everything that you do! 

-Laramie County FSA 

  

The office will be closed on January 16th in observance of Martin Luther King Jr. Day. 

-Laramie County FSA & NRCS 
 

Disaster Assistance Available for Livestock Losses 
The Livestock Indemnity Program (LIP) provides assistance to you for livestock deaths in excess of normal 
mortality caused by adverse weather, disease and attacks by animals reintroduced into the wild by the federal 
government or protected by federal law. 

For disease losses, FSA county committees can accept veterinarian certifications that livestock deaths were 
directly related to adverse weather and unpreventable through good animal husbandry and management. 

For 2022 livestock losses, you must file a notice within 30 calendar days of when the loss is first apparent. 
You then must provide the following supporting documentation to your local FSA office no later than 60 
calendar days after the end of the calendar year in which the eligible loss condition occurred. 

• Proof of death documentation 
• Copy of grower’s contracts 
• Proof of normal mortality documentation 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ffsa.usda.gov%2F%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=05%7C01%7C%7C96ecb154b01b4696c78d08daf336bd1e%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C638089714024866566%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C2000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=W1q2gU%2BviaplEFVXwAYgwERmkToCQ0YYUgPH8BE4MzI%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.nrcs.usda.gov%2F%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=05%7C01%7C%7C96ecb154b01b4696c78d08daf336bd1e%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C638089714024866566%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C2000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=%2BKAS6MgyvBdv9wjjVnfJ%2FdmZfh3mD0hZpPQCeQCbiLI%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Frma.usda.gov%2F%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=05%7C01%7C%7C96ecb154b01b4696c78d08daf336bd1e%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C638089714025022792%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C2000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=pRvq33swMkQw7Yvj2c6%2Fj1WtZaeEaRdkZcpB4qHHTEE%3D&reserved=0


USDA has established normal mortality rates for each type and weight range of eligible livestock, i.e. for 
Wyoming Adult Beef Cow = 2% and Non-Adult Beef Cattle = 4.3%. These established percentages reflect 
losses that are considered expected or typical under “normal” conditions. 

In addition to filing a notice of loss, you must also submit an application for payment by March 1, 2023. 

For more information, contact the Laramie County USDA Service Center at 307-772-2314 ext. 2 or visit 
fsa.usda.gov. 

 
Laramie County Farm Service Agency Announces County 
Committee Election Results 
Laramie County U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) Farm Service Agency (FSA) announced that County 
Committee elections are over, and the ballots have been counted. 

Dave Bowman of Burns was elected to represent local administrative area (LAA) 2. 

Ivan Kranz of Carpenter will serve as the first alternate. 

County committee members are a critical component of the day-to-day operations of FSA. They help deliver 
programs at the county level and work to serve the needs of local producers. All recently elected county 
committee members will take office in January 2023 and will be joining the existing committee. Every FSA 
office is required to have a county committee, and they are made up of local farmers, ranchers and foresters 
who are elected by local producers. 

Nearly 7,800 FSA county committee members serve FSA offices nationwide. Each committee has three to 11 
elected members who serve three-year terms of office. One-third of county committee seats are up for 
election each year. County committee members impact the administration of FSA within a community by 
applying their knowledge and judgment to help FSA make important decisions on its commodity support 
programs, conservation programs, indemnity and disaster programs, emergency programs and eligibility. 

County committee members impact producers through their decision making and help shape the culture of a 
local FSA office. They also ensure the fair and equitable administration of FSA farm programs in their 
counties and are accountable to the Secretary of Agriculture. Members conduct hearings and reviews as 
requested by the state committee, ensure underserved farmers, ranchers and foresters are fairly represented, 
make recommendations to the state committee on existing programs, monitor changes in farm programs and 
inform farmers of the purpose and provisions of FSA programs. They also assist with outreach and inform 
underserved producers such as beginning farmers, ranchers and foresters, about FSA opportunities. 

For more information, visit the FSA website at fsa.usda.gov/elections or contact the Laramie County FSA 
office at 307-772-2314 ext. 2. 

 
Applying for Beginning Farmer Loans 
The Farm Service Agency (FSA) assists beginning farmers to finance agricultural enterprises. Under these 
designated farm loan programs, FSA can provide financing to eligible applicants through either direct or 
guaranteed loans. FSA defines a beginning farmer as a person who: 

• Has operated a farm for not more than 10 years 
• Will materially and substantially participate in the operation of the farm 
• Agrees to participate in a loan assessment, borrower training and financial management program 

sponsored by FSA 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2F%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=05%7C01%7C%7C96ecb154b01b4696c78d08daf336bd1e%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C638089714025022792%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C2000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=SH2UpbeMJOHi0OPXFGKh%2Ftffh5pd3p5N6c9YusSIunI%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2Fnews-room%2Fcounty-committee-elections%2Findex%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=05%7C01%7C%7C96ecb154b01b4696c78d08daf336bd1e%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C638089714025022792%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C2000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=yzMTlf6qJD72lg9UES27gVxxtkIubO3br3cPwGL6zOA%3D&reserved=0


• Does not own a farm in excess of 30 percent of the county’s average size farm. 

For more information contact, contact the Platte County USDA Service Center at 307-322-4050 ext. 2 or visit 
fsa.usda.gov. 

 
Ask the Expert: Farmers.gov Conservation Section with 
Tyler Kendall 
In this Ask the Expert, Tyler Kendall, management and program analyst for the Natural Resources 
Conservation Service (NRCS) answers a few questions about USDA’s farmers.gov customer portal. Tyler 
helps lead the effort to provide personalized customer information via farmers.gov. A farmers.gov account 
provides self-service opportunities to Farm Service Agency (FSA) and NRCS customers through a secure, 
authenticated access process. 

What features will conservation customers be most interested in? 
There are several self-help options that allow you to access your conservation data from home or on your 
phone or tablet. For example, you can access, view, download, and print all of your conservation documents 
including your conservation plans, contracts, and plan maps. Contract documents can be conveniently 
eSigned in farmers.gov and the feature is mobile enabled so you can sign your documents from the field 
while on the go! 

To read the full blog visit farmers.gov/blog/ask-the-expert-farmersgov-conservation-section-with-tyler-kendall. 

 

 

Laramie County 
 

USDA Service Center 
11221 US Hwy 30 

Cheyenne, WY  82009 
 

Phone: 307-772-2314 
Fax: 855-415-3429 

Lori Meier 
County Executive Director, FSA 
307-274-9391 

Mason Peebles 
District Conservationist, NRCS 
307-274-9397 

FSA Program Technicians: 
Sarah Marquardt 
Karla Warren 
Catelyn Cornils 

NRCS Staff: 
Tyler Therkildsen 
Thomas Tjepkes 

Farm Loan Manager: 
Rob Weppner 
307-269-3112 
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FSA County Committee: 
Theron Anderson 
Dave Bowman 
T. J. Hollingsworth 
Heidi Romsa 

Next COC Meeting: 
TBD 
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