
  

 

 

 

 

 

Before You Break Out New Ground, Ensure Your Farm Meets 
Conservation Compliance                                                                   

The term “sodbusting” is used to identify the conversion of land from native vegetation to 
commodity crop production after December 23, 1985.  As part of the conservation provisions 
of the Food Security Act of 1985, if you’re proposing to produce agricultural commodities 
(crops that require annual tillage including one pass planting operations and sugar cane) on 
land that has been determined highly erodible and that has no crop history prior to December 
23, 1985, that land must be farmed in accordance with a conservation plan or system that 
ensures no substantial increase in soil erosion.  

Eligibility for many USDA programs requires compliance with a conservation plan or system on 
highly erodible land (HEL) used for the production of agricultural commodities. This includes 
Farm Service Agency (FSA) loan, disaster assistance, safety net, price support, and 
conservation programs; Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) conservation 
programs; and Risk Management Agency (RMA) Federal crop insurance. 
  
Before you clear or prepare areas not presently under production for crops that require 
annual tillage, you are required to file Form AD-1026 “Highly Erodible Land Conservation and 
Wetland Conservation Certification,” with FSA indicating the area to be brought into 
production. The notification will be referred to NRCS to determine if the field is considered 
highly erodible land. If the field is considered HEL, you are required to implement a 
conservation plan or system that limits the erosion to the tolerable soil loss (T) for the 
predominant HEL soil on those fields.  
  
In addition, prior to removing trees or conducting any other land manipulations that may 
affect wetlands, remember to update form AD-1026, to ensure you remain in compliance with 
the wetland conservation provisions.  
  
Prior to purchasing or renting new cropland acres, it is recommended that you check with 
your local USDA Service Center to ensure your activities will be in compliance with the highly 
erodible land and wetland conservation provisions. 
  
For additional information on highly erodible land conservation and wetland conservation 
compliance, contact your local USDA Service Center. 

Save Time – Make an Appointment with FSA 

Producers are encouraged to call their local FSA office to schedule an appointment to ensure 
maximum use of their time and to make sure FSA staff is available to tend to their important 
business needs. Please call your local FSA office ahead to set an appointment and to discuss 
any records or documentation that might be needed during your appointment. To find your 
local FSA office, visit farmers.gov/working-with-us/service-center-locator. 
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Laramie County FSA  
11221A US Hwy 30 
Cheyenne, WY  82009 

(307) 772-2314 ext. 2 
Fax: 855-415-3429 

Office Hours: 
Monday-Friday 
8:00 a.m.- 4:30 p.m. 

Upcoming Office Closures: 
May 29th - Memorial Day 
June 19th - Juneteenth 
July 4th - Independence Day 
September 4th – Labor Day 

Farm Service Agency Staff: 
Lori Meier, CED 
   lori.meier@usda.gov 
Sarah Marquardt, PT 
   sarah.marquardt@usda.gov 
Karla Warren, PT 
   karla.warren@usda.gov 
Hannah Hammack, PT 
   hannah.hammack@usda.gov 
 
County Committee: 
Theron Anderson 
Dave Bowman 
T.J. Hollingsworth 
Heidi Romsa, advisor 

Farm Loan Manager: 
Rob Weppner  
307-322-4050  
rob.weppner@usda.gov 

Next COC Meeting: 
TBD 

A monthly bulletin is also sent 
out through email. Please 
contact the office if you would 
like to start receiving them.  
 
Thank you for everything you 
do for agriculture! 
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Report Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) Losses 

NAP provides financial assistance to you for crops that aren’t eligible for crop insurance to protect against lower yields or 
crops unable to be planted due to natural disasters including freeze, hail, excessive moisture, excessive wind or hurricanes, 
flood, excessive heat, and qualifying drought (includes native grass for grazing), among others.  

To receive payment, you had to purchase NAP coverage for 2023 crops and file a notice of loss the earlier of 15 days of the 
occurrence of the disaster or when losses become apparent or 15 days of the final harvest date. For hand-harvested crops 
and certain perishable crops, you must notify FSA within 72 hours of when a loss becomes apparent. 

Eligible crops must be commercially produced agricultural commodities for which crop insurance is not available, including 
perennial grass forage and grazing crops, fruits, vegetables, mushrooms, floriculture, ornamental nursery, aquaculture, turf 
grass, ginseng, honey, syrup, bioenergy, and industrial crops. 

For more information on NAP, contact your Laramie County USDA Service Center at 307-772-2314 ext. 2 or visit 
fsa.usda.gov/nap. 

File a Notice of Loss for Failed and Prevented Planted Acres 

USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA) reminds you to report prevented planted and failed acres in order to establish or retain 
FSA program eligibility for some programs. 
 
You should report crop acreage you intended to plant, but due to natural disaster, were prevented from 
planting. Prevented planting acreage must be reported on form CCC-576, Notice of Loss, no later than 15 calendar days 
after the final planting date as established by FSA and Risk Management Agency (RMA).  
 
If you’re unable to report the prevented planting acreage within the 15 calendar days following the final planting date, a 
late-filed report can be submitted. Late-filed reports will only be accepted if FSA conducts a farm visit to assess the eligible 
disaster condition that prevented the crop from being planted. A measurement service fee will be charged. 
 
Additionally, if you have failed acres, you should also use form CCC-576, Notice of Loss, to report failed acres.  
 
For hand-harvested crops and certain perishables, you must notify FSA of damage or loss through the administrative County 
Office within 72 hours of the date of damage or loss first becomes apparent. This notification can be provided by filing a 
CCC-576, email, fax, or phone. If you notify the County Office by any method other than by filing the CCC-576, you are still 
required to file a CCC-576, Notice of Loss, within the required 15 calendar days. 

For losses on crops covered by the Non-Insured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP), you must file a Notice of Loss within 
15 days of the occurrence of the disaster or when losses become apparent.  You must timely file a Notice of Loss for failed acres 
on all crops including grasses.  
 
To file a Notice of Loss, contact your Laramie County USDA Service Center at 307-772-2314 ext. 2 or visit www.fsa.usda.gov. 

 

Foreign Buyers Notification 

The Agricultural Foreign Investment Disclosure Act (AFIDA) requires all foreign owners of U.S. agricultural land to report 
their holdings to the Secretary of Agriculture. Foreign persons who have purchased or sold agricultural land in the county 
are required to report the transaction to FSA within 90 days of the closing. Failure to submit the AFIDA form could result in 
civil penalties of up to 25 percent of the fair market value of the property. County government offices, realtors, attorneys, 
and others involved in real estate transactions are reminded to notify foreign investors of these reporting requirements. The 
data gained from these disclosures is used in the preparation of periodic reports to the President and Congress concerning 
the effect of such holdings upon family farms and rural communities. Click here for more information on AFIDA. 
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Disaster Assistance for 2023 Livestock Forage Losses 

Producers in Laramie County are eligible to apply for 2023 Livestock Forage Disaster Program (LFP) benefits on native 
pasture, short season small grains, full season improved pasture, and forage sorghum. 

LFP provides compensation if you suffer grazing losses for covered livestock due to drought on privately owned or cash 
leased land or fire on federally managed land.  

County committees can only accept LFP applications after notification is received by the National Office of qualifying 
drought or if a federal agency prohibits producers from grazing normal permitted livestock on federally managed lands due 
to qualifying fire.   
 
You must complete a CCC-853 and the required supporting documentation no later than January 30, 2024, for 2023 losses.  

For additional information about LFP, including eligible livestock and fire criteria, contact the Laramie County USDA Service 
Center at 307-772-2314 ext. 2 or visit fsa.usda.gov. 

Cost Share for Organic Certification   

As part of USDA’s broader effort to support organic producers and in response to stakeholder feedback, this year the Farm 
Service Agency increased the cost share amount under the Organic Certification Cost Share Program (OCCSP), which helps 
organic producers cover organic certification costs, to the maximum amount allowed by statute.   

Specifically, FSA will cover up to 75% of costs associated with organic certification, up to $750 for crops, wild crops, 
livestock, processing/handling, and state organic program fees (California only). OCCSP will cover costs incurred from Oct. 1, 
2022, through Sept. 30, 2023.   

FSA began accepting applications for OCCSP Monday, May 15. Applications are due Oct. 31, 2023. To apply, producers and 
handlers should contact the FSA at their local USDA Service Center. As part of completing the OCCSP application, producers 
and handlers will need to provide documentation of their organic certification and eligible expenses. Organic producers and 
handlers may also apply for OCCSP through participating state departments of agriculture.     

FSA is also accepting applications from state departments of agriculture to administer OCCSP. FSA will post a synopsis of the 
funding opportunity on grants.gov and will send more information to all eligible state departments of agriculture. Additional 
details can be found on the OCCSP webpage.   

Maps for Acreage Reporting are Available  

Maps are now available at the Laramie County FSA Office for acreage reporting purposes. If you wish to receive your maps 
by e-mail, please call our office or email any of us (our emails are listed in the side bar on page one of this newsletter).  
 
Please see the following acreage reporting deadlines for Laramie County: 

• July 17, 2023: All spring-planted crops, perennial forage, and CRP  (deadline is normally July 15th) 
• November 15, 2023: fall-planted small grains and apiculture 
• January 16, 2024: established alfalfa and fall-seeded alfalfa (deadline is normally January 15th) 

 
In order to maintain program eligibility and benefits, you must file timely acreage reports. Failure to file an acreage report 
by the crop acreage reporting deadline may cause ineligibility for future program benefits. FSA will not accept acreage 
reports provided more than a year after the acreage reporting deadline. 

Producers are encouraged to file their acreage reports as soon as planting is completed.  

http://www.fsa.usda.gov/
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Laramie County FSA Office                              
11221A US HWY 30 
Cheyenne, WY  82009 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
Receive Text Alerts from FSA 

If you would like to receive text messages regarding important program deadlines, reporting requirements, outreach events 
and updates from the Laramie County FSA office; text WYLaramie to 372-669. Standard text messaging rates apply. Contact 
your wireless carrier for details associated with your particular data plan. Participants may unsubscribe at any time.  

Farm Safety 

Flowing grain in a storage bin or gravity-flow wagon is like quicksand — it can kill quickly. It takes less than five seconds for a 
person caught in flowing grain to be trapped.   

The mechanical operation of grain handling equipment also presents a real danger. Augers, power take offs, and other 
moving parts can grab people or clothing. 
 
These hazards, along with pinch points and missing shields, are dangerous enough for adults; not to mention children. It is 
always advisable to keep children at a safe distance from operating farm equipment. Always use extra caution when backing 
or maneuvering farm machinery.  Ensure everyone is visibly clear and accounted for before machinery is engaged. 
 
FSA wants all farmers to have a productive crop year and that begins with putting safety first. 

Dates to Remember 
May 29, 2023 Office closed in observance of the Memorial Day Holiday 

June 2, 2023 Deadline for Emergency Relief Phase 2 & Pandemic Assistance Revenue Programs 
June 19, 2023 Office closed in observance of the Juneteenth National Independence Day Holiday 

July 4, 2023 Office closed in observance of the Independence Day Holiday 
July 17, 2023 Deadline to report spring-planted crops, perennial forage, and CRP. 

August 1, 2023 Deadline to request crop year 2023 farm reconstitutions for ARC/PLC farms 
September 4, 2023 Office closed in observance of the Labor Day Holiday 
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Persons with disabilities who require accommodations to participate in this meeting should contact Lori Meier 
at 307-772-2314 extension 2 or dial 7-1-1 to access telecommunication relay services. 
 
USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer, and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination, write: 
USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 Independence Ave., 
SW, Washington, DC  20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-fee Customer Service), (800) 877-8339 (local 
or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users).  
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