
 

Laramie County Service Center Updates  -  October 2023  
Farm Service Agency  |  Natural Resources Conservation Service  |  Risk Management Agency 

• Laramie County Comments 
• FSA Encourages Farmers and Ranchers to Vote in County Committee Elections  
• Attention all Buyers of Agricultural Products 
• Protect Your Investments in the Soil: USDA’s Modernized Lab Data Mart Website 

Provides User-Friendly, State-of-the-Art Data 

Laramie County Comments 
Happy October Laramie County Farmers and Ranchers! 
 
Remember that we will need to know what fields are/were planted this fall, and 
on what date. When you are all done planting for this fall; please give us a call 
to set up an appointment to report. The deadline to report is November 15th. 

For our livestock producers, we qualified for the Livestock Forage Program 
again this year. LFP signups run through January 30, 2024. If you would like 
more information, or to set an appointment up for signup, please contact us. 

For our organic producers, the Organic Certification Cost Share Program is open for applications. Please 
contact the office if you would like more information or to sign up. Deadline to apply is November 1st. 

If you had crops covered under the Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) please turn in 
production as soon as you can.   

If you have land in the Conservation Reserve Program (CRP); payments will be going out this month.  
 
Thank you for everything you do! 

-Laramie County FSA 

The office will be closed on Monday, October 9th, in observance of Indigenous People's Day/Columbus Day. 

-Laramie County FSA/NRCS 
 

FSA Encourages Farmers and Ranchers to Vote in County 
Committee Elections  
The 2023 Farm Service Agency County Committee Elections will begin on Nov. 6, 2023, when ballots are 
mailed to eligible voters. The deadline to return ballots to local FSA offices, or to be postmarked, is Dec. 4, 
2023. 

County committee members are an important component of the operations of FSA and provide a link between 
the agricultural community and USDA. Farmers and ranchers elected to county committees help deliver FSA 
programs at the local level, applying their knowledge and judgment to make decisions on commodity price 
support programs; conservation programs; incentive, indemnity and disaster programs for some commodities; 
emergency programs and eligibility. FSA committees operate within official regulations designed to carry out 
federal laws. 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ffsa.usda.gov%2F%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=05%7C01%7Ccarry.martin%40usda.gov%7C8c0c4dcff92c48229d6808dbc67437ef%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C1%7C0%7C638321974672781882%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Uf0Chc9H5Q7Q5G7t%2FBeNbP0DvuJm0lQ3D87MB7IP7pI%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.nrcs.usda.gov%2F%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=05%7C01%7Ccarry.martin%40usda.gov%7C8c0c4dcff92c48229d6808dbc67437ef%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C1%7C0%7C638321974672781882%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=ef2W%2ByNYHEowakpIof5%2Bb0brmFHVEbFzCQAIEi4nJ8c%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Frma.usda.gov%2F%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=05%7C01%7Ccarry.martin%40usda.gov%7C8c0c4dcff92c48229d6808dbc67437ef%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C1%7C0%7C638321974672781882%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=MovppRcTO3pD6J2GiOg621ujOf5uaEYSTiks3mCWCm8%3D&reserved=0


To be an eligible voter, farmers and ranchers must: 

• Be of legal voting age or, if not of legal voting age, supervise and conduct the farming operation of an 
entire farm. 

• Have an interest in a farm or ranch as either: 
o An individual who meets one or more of the following: 

 Is eligible and capable to vote in one’s own right. 
 Is a partner of a general partnership. 
 Is a member of a joint venture. 

• Participates or cooperates in any FSA program that is provided by law. A cooperating producer is 
someone who has provided information to FSA about their farming or ranching operation(s) but may 
not have applied or received program benefits. 

Eligible voters in Local Administrative Area 3, who do not receive a ballot can obtain one from their local FSA 
county office. Customers can identify which LAA they or their farming operation is in by using our new GIS 
locator tool available at fsa.usda.gov/elections.   

Newly elected committee members will take office Jan. 1, 2024. 

The candidates in this year’s election are: 

T.J. Hollingsworth is nominated in LAA #3 in Laramie County to serve as a county committee member for a 3-
year term. Hollingsworth resides northwest of Cheyenne and has run a livestock operation for many years. 

More information on county committees can be found at fsa.usda.gov/elections or by contacting the Laramie 
County FSA office. 

 

Attention all Buyers of Agricultural Products 
It is required that buyers of agricultural products check or register with the Secretary of State's Office to 
determine if there are liens against the Seller of the product.  If a lien is found you are required to place the 
lien holders name on the check as well as that of the Seller.  Ag Products include but are not limited to: 
livestock (including horses), crops used for feed (hay, silage, oats, etc.), machinery, equipment and all other 
crops.  Failure to place the lien holder's name on the check may result in civil legal action being taken 
against the Buyer of the product.  Protect yourself as a Buyer! You may contact the Secretary of State's 
Office at 1-307-777-7311. 

 

Protect Your Investments in the Soil: USDA’s Modernized 
Lab Data Mart Website Provides User-Friendly, State-of-the-
Art Data 
Understanding your specific soil and its dynamic properties, which can change over time due to human 
impacts, land management, and climate change, can be invaluable. The USDA’s Natural Resources 
Conservation Service (NRCS), through the National Cooperative Soil Survey (NCSS), has a team of soil and 
data scientists who are bringing customers the best soil information using the newest technology through the 
Lab Data Mart.  

The newly updated Lab Data Mart website, also known as the National Cooperative Lab Characterization 
Database, brings valuable soil data to the public’s fingertips through a user-friendly, state-of-the-art interactive 
map. It includes data estimating soil properties such as organic carbon, clay content, calcium carbonate 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2Felections%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=05%7C01%7Ccarry.martin%40usda.gov%7C8c0c4dcff92c48229d6808dbc67437ef%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C1%7C0%7C638321974672781882%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=pFTJIi4RfIN5hWGdeFWefIxWXj%2FgfKFF7gvnMZ5ngYM%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.nrcs.usda.gov%2F%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=05%7C01%7Ccarry.martin%40usda.gov%7C8c0c4dcff92c48229d6808dbc67437ef%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C1%7C0%7C638321974672781882%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=ef2W%2ByNYHEowakpIof5%2Bb0brmFHVEbFzCQAIEi4nJ8c%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.nrcs.usda.gov%2F%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=05%7C01%7Ccarry.martin%40usda.gov%7C8c0c4dcff92c48229d6808dbc67437ef%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C1%7C0%7C638321974672781882%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=ef2W%2ByNYHEowakpIof5%2Bb0brmFHVEbFzCQAIEi4nJ8c%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.nrcs.usda.gov%2Fabout%2Fpartner-with-us%2Fnational-cooperative-soil-survey%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=05%7C01%7Ccarry.martin%40usda.gov%7C8c0c4dcff92c48229d6808dbc67437ef%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C1%7C0%7C638321974672781882%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=%2BBitPC0w1RmyGJDsySMlkObSASVtmytGYlTSLahEnck%3D&reserved=0
https://ncsslabdatamart.sc.egov.usda.gov/?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery


equivalent, and pH, which is beneficial in soil health assessments. Architects, educators, engineers, farmers, 
landowners, researchers, scientists, and anyone looking to learn more about their soil can access the latest 
data to make more informed decisions and reduce potential soil risks and hazards.  

The Lab Data Mart includes mid-infrared (MIR) soil spectroscopy data gathered during soil analysis at the 
NRCS’ Kellogg Soil Survey Laboratory, one of the largest libraries of such data in the world. MIR soil 
spectroscopy uses the interactions between soil matter and infrared radiation to estimate soil properties.   

The Lab Data Mart’s interactive map also links to a national database of soil characterization data, allowing 
users to locate soil samples and “pedons” analyzed in the lab. A pedon is the smallest unit of soil, containing 
all the soil horizons of a particular soil type. The customized data in the Lab Data Mart is downloadable to 
multiple applications and web services and is continuously updated as more sampled soil sites are added or 
re-visited.  

How Can the Lab Data Mart Help You?  

• Determining carbon credits or improving carbon sequestration: The data can help you determine 
how much carbon is currently in the top 12 inches of soil and decide whether you want to sequester 
more carbon and consider methods and management practices to do so. 

• Leasing or buying land: The data may help determine if your planned management practices will 
work; and if not, what could be the added cost to do things differently. Understanding the mineralogy 
of your soil can help you determine if it requires soil amendments, a new tool or piece of equipment to 
accomplish your goals, or a change to what you farm or your tillage operation. 

• Taking a more systematic view of your land: Whether working with an NRCS conservation planner 
or on your own, the data helps you know more about your soil and ties into how you look at the whole 
ecological site. 

Who Can Help You Use Lab Data Mart and Help You Understand Your Data?   

NRCS State Soil Scientists and their staff, as well as technical service providers, can assist with obtaining the 
data in Lab Data Mart and understanding it. Contact NRCS at your local USDA Service Center for help and 
more information. Visit the Lab Data Mart website, or learn more about NRCS’ Soil Science.  

 

 

Laramie County 

USDA Service Center 
11221 US Hwy 30 

Cheyenne, WY  82009 
 

Phone: 307-772-2314 
Fax: 855-415-3429 

Lori Meier 
County Executive Director, FSA 
307-274-9391 

Tyler Therkildsen 
District Conservationist, NRCS 
307-274-9398 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.nrcs.usda.gov%2Fresources%2Feducation-and-teaching-materials%2Funderstanding-soil-risks-and-hazards%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=05%7C01%7Ccarry.martin%40usda.gov%7C8c0c4dcff92c48229d6808dbc67437ef%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C1%7C0%7C638321974672781882%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=ntVAvGwU2PtXCp6DUu8HPLrj3U48Zkw9dp7jLA9V6eo%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.nrcs.usda.gov%2Fgetting-assistance%2Ftechnical-assistance%2Fecological-sciences%2Fecological-site-descriptions%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=05%7C01%7Ccarry.martin%40usda.gov%7C8c0c4dcff92c48229d6808dbc67437ef%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C1%7C0%7C638321974672938114%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=T2ndMUiXn5nBSqRhqcIz7hZ6ap5sSmt1LKlXU1strus%3D&reserved=0
https://offices.sc.egov.usda.gov/locator/app?agency=nrcs&utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://ncsslabdatamart.sc.egov.usda.gov/?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.nrcs.usda.gov%2Fconservation-basics%2Fnatural-resource-concerns%2Fsoil%2Fsoil-science%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=05%7C01%7Ccarry.martin%40usda.gov%7C8c0c4dcff92c48229d6808dbc67437ef%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C1%7C0%7C638321974672938114%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=otD6vWv91WZLmVWibI04FRXmbyzExpgIN2ow3Qj%2FaYY%3D&reserved=0
mailto:lori.meier@usda.gov
mailto:tyler.therkildsen@usda.gov


FSA Program Technicians: 
Sarah Marquardt 
Karla Warren 
Hannah Hammack 

NRCS Staff: 
Thomas Tjepkes 
Tami Jorns 

Farm Loan Manager: 
Rob Weppner 
307-322-4050 

  

County Committee: 
Theron Anderson 
Dave Bowman 
T.J. Hollingsworth 
Heidi Romsa 

Next COC Meeting: 
TBD 
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