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County Office Message

Happy New Year Lincoln County farmers and ranchers!

It's time to complete your yearly ARC/PLC signups as soon as you know your
2023 plans. Election and Enroliment deadline is March 15, 2023, if you plan to
change your election. If you are unable to visit the office, we can send your
paperwork via OneSpan Sign for an electronic signature, all you need is a valid
email and either a cell number or password option to receive your authentication
code.

With calving and lambing season just around the corner | would like to remind everyone of the importance of
keeping good records if a weather event occurs causing death loss. Along with keeping a record of losses it
is also very important to document the weather conditions that may be causing the losses. The better your
records are the easier it is to document your loss for our programs. Make sure you contact this office at the
first sign of losses to get your paperwork started, a quick phone call or email is all that needs to be done to
get the process started.

FSA Outlines MAL and LDP Policy

The 2018 Farm Bill extends loan authority through 2023 for Marketing Assistance Loans (MALs) and Loan
Deficiency Payments (LDPs).

MALs and LDPs provide financing and marketing assistance for wheat, feed grains, soybeans, and other
oilseeds, pulse crops, rice, peanuts, cotton, wool and honey. MALs provide you with interim financing after
harvest to help you meet cash flow needs without having to sell your commodities when market prices are
typically at harvest-time lows. A producer who is eligible to obtain a loan, but agrees to forgo the loan, may
obtain an LDP if such a payment is available. Marketing loan provisions and LDPs are not available for sugar
and extra-long staple cotton.

FSA is now accepting requests for 2023 MALs and LDPs for all eligible commaodities after harvest. Requests for
loans and LDPs shall be made on or before the final availability date for the respective commodities.

Commodity certificates are available to loan holders who have outstanding nonrecourse loans for wheat, upland
cotton, rice, feed grains, pulse crops (dry peas, lentils, large and small chickpeas), peanuts, wool, soybeans and
designated minor oilseeds. These certificates can be purchased at the posted county price (or adjusted world

price or national posted price) for the quantity of commodity under loan, and must be immediately exchanged for
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the collateral, satisfying the loan. MALs redeemed with commaodity certificates are not subject to Adjusted Gross
Income provisions.

To be considered eligible for an LDP, you must have form CCC-633EZ, Page 1 on file at your local FSA Office
before losing beneficial interest in the crop. Pages 2, 3 or 4 of the form must be submitted when payment is
requested.

Marketing loan gains (MLGs) and loan deficiency payments (LDPs) are no longer subject to payment limitations,
actively engaged in farming and cash-rent tenant rules.

Adjusted Gross Income (AGI) provisions state that if your total applicable three-year average AGI exceeds
$900,000, then you’re not eligible to receive an MLG or LDP. You must have a valid CCC-941 on file to earn a
market gain of LDP. The AGI does not apply to MALs redeemed with commodity certificate exchange.

For more information and additional eligibility requirements, contact your Natrona County USDA Service Center
at 307-261-5436 or visit fsa.usda.gov.

Save Money on Fuel with No-Till Farming

How much fuel can farmers save each year by transitioning from conventional tillage to

continuous no-till? According to a new report from USDA’s Conservation Effects o
Assessment Project (CEAP), 3.6 gallons per acre is a reasonable estimate. With current off- O N RCS
road diesel fuel prices, this could translate into approximately $17 per acre saved annually. N/ 1\ \\_

Nearly 87 percent of all cropland acres nationwide are farmed using some form of
conservation tillage, where tillage is reduced for at least one crop within a given field.
Continuous no-till accounts for 33 percent of this total.

Improving soil health is one known benefit of limiting disturbance. Farmers who minimize tillage across their
operation may reduce soil erosion, maximize water infiltration, improve nutrient cycling, build organic matter,
and strengthen resilience to disaster events or challenging growing conditions. Based on the latest data, they
may also use significantly less fuel than with conventional tillage and reduce their associated carbon dioxide
emissions.

According to CEAP, farmers who implement conservation tillage practices instead of continuous
conventional tillage:

e Reduce potential nationwide fuel use by 763 million gallons of diesel equivalents each year, roughly
the amount of energy used by 2.8 million households.

¢ Reduce potential associated emissions by 8.5 million tons of carbon dioxide (COZ2) equivalents each
year, equivalent to removing nearly 1.7 million gasoline-powered passenger vehicles from the road.

How is this possible? Annually, farmers who practice continuous no-till use approximately 3.6 fewer gallons
of fuel per acre than if they practiced continuous conventional tillage. Farmers who practice seasonal no-till —
farming without tilling for at least one crop — use approximately 3 fewer gallons of fuel per acre than they
would with conventional tillage year-round.

Acre by acre, fuel saved is money saved. Let's assume an average off-road diesel fuel price of $4.75 per
gallon*. By transitioning from continuous conventional tillage to continuous no-till, a farmer can save just over
$17 per acre each year in fuel costs. A farmer who transitions from continuous conventional tillage to
seasonal no-till can save more than $14 per acre on fuel annually. These potential savings are significantly
larger than with CEAP’s first fuel savings report, primarily due to the current price of diesel fuel.
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The bottom line for farmers: Reducing tillage leads to fuel savings that deliver significant financial benefits
while building healthier soils for a more resilient operation.

USDA Can Help

If you're a farmer interested in reducing tillage or pursuing other conservation efforts across your operation,
USDA'’s Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) can help. - This blog offers five simple tips for
farmers interested in trying no-till for the first time. - This 90-second video provides a description of no-till and
associated benefits according to a Delaware farmer. - This 23-minute video follows five South Carolina
farmers seeking to quantify the benefits of conservation practices that support soil health. - This webpage
details principles to improve soil health, including reduced tillage and complimentary conservation practices
such as cover crops, crop rotations, and rotational grazing.

NRCS has local USDA Service Centers in nearly every county across the United States. You may find
contact information for your nearest Service Center here. NRCS staff are available to provide free, one-on-
one assistance with a suite of practices to strengthen your operation, conserve natural resources, and boost
your bottom line. SMART nutrient management, for example, is important to consider with no-till and may
help you save money on fertilizer while improving water quality — another win-win.

Visit the new NRCS website to learn more about conservation basics, getting assistance from NRCS,
programs and initiatives, and resources to inform management decisions. Visit the new CEAP webpage for
additional information about USDA's efforts to quantify the effects of conservation practices across croplands
and other working lands.

Foreign Buyers Notification.

The Agricultural Foreign Investment Disclosure Act (AFIDA) requires all foreign owners of U.S. agricultural
land to report their holdings to the Secretary of Agriculture. Foreign persons who have purchased or sold
agricultural land in the county are required to report the transaction to FSA within 90 days of the closing.
Failure to submit the AFIDA form could result in civil penalties of up to 25 percent of the fair market value of
the property. County government offices, realtors, attorneys and others involved in real estate transactions
are reminded to notify foreign investors of these reporting requirements. The data gained from these
disclosures is used in the preparation of periodic reports to the President and Congress concerning the effect
of such holdings upon family farms and rural communities. Click here for more information on AFIDA.

Disaster Assistance Available for Livestock Losses

. The Livestock Indemnity Program (LIP) provides assistance to you for livestock
deaths in excess of normal mortality caused by adverse weather, disease and
attacks by animals reintroduced into the wild by the federal government or protected
by federal law.

For disease losses, FSA county committees can accept veterinarian certifications
— =44 that livestock deaths were directly related to adverse weather and unpreventable
through good anlmal husbandry and management.

For 2022 livestock losses, you must file a notice within 30 calendar days of when the loss is first apparent.
You then must provide the following supporting documentation to your local FSA office no later than 60
calendar days after the end of the calendar year in which the eligible loss condition occurred.

e Proof of death documentation
e Copy of grower’s contracts
e Proof of normal mortality documentation
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USDA has established normal mortality rates for each type and weight range of eligible livestock, i.e. Adult
Beef Cow = 1.5% and Non-Adult Beef Cattle (less than 250 pounds) = 5%. These established percentages
reflect losses that are considered expected or typical under “normal” conditions.

In addition to filing a notice of loss, you must also submit an application for payment by March 1, 2023.

For more information, contact the Lincoln County USDA Service Center at 307-886-9001 ex2 or visit
fsa.usda.gov.

USDA Microloans Help Farmers Purchase Farmland and
Improve Property

Farmers can use USDA farm ownership microloans to buy and improve property.
These microloans are especially helpful to beginning or underserved farmers, U.S.
veterans looking for a career in farming, and those who have small and mid-sized
farming operations.

Microloans have helped farmers and ranchers with operating costs, such as feed,
fertilizer, tools, fencing, equipment, and living expenses since 2013.

Microloans can also help with farmland and building purchases and soil and water conservation
improvements. FSA designed the expanded program to simplify the application process, expand eligibility
requirements and expedite smaller real estate loans to help farmers strengthen their operations. Microloans
provide up to $50,000 to qualified producers and can be issued to the applicant directly from the USDA Farm
Service Agency (FSA).

To learn more about the FSA microloan program, contact your County USDA Service Center or visit

fsa.usda.gov/microloans.

USDA Service Center

625 South Washington St, Ste A
PO Box 369 Afton, WY 83110

Phone: 307-886-9001 Fax: 855-415-3426

County Executive Director District Conservationist

Dee Harbach 307-226-3035 dee.harbach@usda.gov Adam Clark 307-226-3037 adam.clark@usda.gov

Program Technician Rangeland Management Specialist

Kresta Hedges 307-226-3034 Janessa Julson 307-226-3038
kresta.hedges@usda.gov janessa.julson@usda.gov

Farm Loan Manager

Brian Harrell 307-240-3199



https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDQsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMjEyMjIuNjg3MTk3ODEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwOi8vd3d3LmZzYS51c2RhLmdvdj91dG1fbWVkaXVtPWVtYWlsJnV0bV9zb3VyY2U9Z292ZGVsaXZlcnkifQ.8D9GH892LQrkuyiKqJMYT2BuJhAeixamRgMaDHtC2Ks/s/1119656358/br/151176211267-l?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMjEsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMzAxMjYuNzA0NTY4ODEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwOi8vd3d3LmZzYS51c2RhLmdvdi9taWNyb2xvYW5zP3V0bV9tZWRpdW09ZW1haWwmdXRtX3NvdXJjZT1nb3ZkZWxpdmVyeSJ9.Zd2I9DwOM8qNcglEPix3xa1qSkAu_5FMG5Gk87UIctY/s/1119656358/br/153467657626-l?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
mailto:fname.lname@usda.gov
mailto:fname.lname@usda.gov
mailto:fname.lname@usda.gov
mailto:fname.lname@usda.gov

County Committee

Kelly Johnson
Kim Clark
Deanna Clark
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