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CED Message

Hello everyone!

As | write to you today, we are expecting another 18 inches of snow over the next 2
days with wind and below zero temperatures.

| am reporting winter conditions and | could use your help. If you have been keeping
track of snow totals this winter, will you please call or email the office with that
information?

Also, please keep in mind that if you are suffering a loss from a storm event, please contact our office. There
may be a disaster program available to assist you.

**We are hearing rumors of livestock that are stranded and producers cannot get to them to feed
them. If this is your situation, please contact our office.**

Please remember that our office is here to serve you. If you have any questions or concerns, please don’t
hesitate to give us a call.

Deena R. McDaniels
County Executive Director
Natrona/Converse Counties

Disaster Assistance Available for Livestock Losses

The Livestock Indemnity Program (LIP) provides assistance to you for livestock deaths in excess of normal
mortality caused by adverse weather, disease and attacks by animals reintroduced into the wild by the federal
government or protected by federal law.

For disease losses, FSA county committees can accept veterinarian certifications that livestock deaths were
directly related to adverse weather and unpreventable through good animal husbandry and management.

For 2023 livestock losses, you must file a notice within 30 calendar days of when the loss is first apparent.

You then must provide the following supporting documentation to your local FSA office no later than 60
calendar days after the end of the calendar year in which the eligible loss condition occurred.

e Proof of death documentation
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e Copy of grower’s contracts
e Proof of normal mortality documentation

USDA has established normal mortality rates for each type and weight range of eligible livestock, i.e. Adult
Beef Cow = 2% and Non-Adult Beef Cattle (less than 250 pounds) = 4.3%. These established percentages
reflect losses that are considered expected or typical under “normal” conditions.

In addition to filing a notice of loss, you must also submit an application for payment by March 1, 2024.

For more information, contact the Natrona/Converse County USDA Service Center at 307-261-5436, ext 2 or
visit fsa.usda.gov.

Rolling Out Revenue Based Disaster and Pandemic
Assistance Programs

Beginning January 23, 2023, agricultural producers can begin to apply for
two new important programs for revenue losses, from 2020 and 2021

natural disasters or the COVID-19 pandemic. Both programs equitably fill Emergency ReliefProgr - El
gaps in earlier assistance. “Pandemi

i 0

First, you may be eligible for assistance through the Emergency Relief
Program (ERP) Phase Two if you experienced revenue losses from eligible natural disasters in 2020 and
2021.

You may also be eligible for the Pandemic Assistance Revenue Program (PARP) if you experienced revenue
losses in calendar year 2020. PARP is addressing gaps in previous pandemic assistance, which was targeted
at price loss or lack of market access, rather than overall revenue losses.

Applications for both new programs are due June 2, 2023, and you can apply for both programs during your
same appointment with USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA).

Historically, FSA programs have been designed to make direct payments to producers based on a single
disaster event or for a single commodity loss. For many of you, this may be the first revenue-based program
that you’ve applied for with FSA.

Why revenue-based programs?

ERP Phase Two and PARP take a much more holistic approach to disaster assistance, ensuring that
producers not just make it through a single growing season but have the financial stability to invest in the
long-term well-being of their operations and employees.

In general, ERP Phase Two payments are based on the difference in allowable gross revenue between a
benchmark year, representing a typical year of revenue for the producer and the disaster year — designed to
target the remaining needs of producers impacted by qualifying natural disasters and avoid duplicative
payments. ERP Phase Two revenue loss is based on tax years.

For PARP, an agricultural producer must have been in the business of farming during at least part of the 2020
calendar year and had a decrease in revenue for the 2020 calendar year, as compared to a typical
year. PARP revenue loss is based on calendar years.

How to Apply

In preparation for enroliment, producers should gather supporting documentation including:

e Schedule F (Form 1040); and

e Profit or Loss from Farming or similar tax documents for tax years 2018, 2019, 2020, 2021 and 2022
for ERP and for calendar years 2018, 2019 and 2020 for PARP.
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Producers should also have, or be prepared to have, the following forms on file for both ERP and PARP
program participation:

e Form AD-2047, Customer Data Worksheet (as applicable to the program participant);
e Form CCC-902, Farm Operating Plan for an individual or legal entity;
e Form CCC-901, Member Information for Legal Entities (if applicable); and

e Form AD-1026 Highly Erodible Land Conservation (HELC) and Wetland Conservation (WC)
Certification.

e Form CCC-860, Socially Disadvantaged, Limited Resource, Beginning and Veteran Farmer or
Rancher Certification, as certain existing permanent and ad-hoc disaster programs provide increased
benefits or reduced fees and premiums.

Most producers, especially those who have previously participated in FSA programs, will likely have these
required forms on file. However, those who are uncertain or want to confirm should contact FSA at their
local USDA Service Center.

Yes, FSA is stepping outside of the box.

FSA is a big proponent of agricultural producers having a say in the design, implementation and delivery of
the programs that directly impact their livelihoods. We also believe that some of the most creative and useful
ideas for program and process improvements come from the FSA employees who administer this assistance
through our network of more than 2,100 county offices. We want to thank producers across the country, along
with the entire FSA workforce, for not just thinking outside of the box but also providing their input to make
sure that we can improve and enhance our programs and our approach to assistance to better and more
efficiently serve all producers who need our help.

Please visit your local USDA Service Center for more information on ERP Phase Two, PARP and our full
portfolio of conservation, prices support, safety-net, credit and disaster assistance programs.

USDA Announces Conservation Reserve Program Signhup
for 2023

- Agriculture Secretary Tom Vilsack announced that agricultural producers and
—=- . private landowners can begin applying for the Conservation Reserve Program
N a B (CRP) General signup starting February 27 through April 7, 2023. CRP is a
cornerstone voluntary conservation program offered by the U.S. Department of
Agriculture (USDA) and a key tool in the Biden-Harris administration’s effort to
address climate change and help agricultural communities invest in the long-
term well-being of their land and natural resources.

“The Conservation Reserve Program is one of the largest private lands conservation programs in the United
States, offering a range of conservation options to farmers, ranchers and landowners. CRP has and
continues to be a great fit for farmers with less productive or marginal cropland, helping them re-establish
valuable land cover to help improve water quality, prevent soil erosion, and support wildlife habitat. Under this
administration, we have made several updates to the program to increase producer interest and enroliment,
strengthen the climate benefits of the program and help ensure underserved producers can find a pathway to
entry into CRP.

Producers and landowners enrolled more than 5 million acres into CRP through signups in 2022, building on
the acceptance of more than 3.1 million acres in the largest Grassland CRP signup in history. There are
currently 23 million acres enrolled in CRP, with 1.9 million set to expire this year. USDA’s Farm Service
Agency (FSA) is aiming to reach the 27-million-acre cap statutorily set for fiscal year 2023.

General CRP
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General CRP helps producers and landowners establish long-term, resource-conserving plant species, such
as approved grasses or trees, to control soil erosion, improve water quality and enhance wildlife habitat on
cropland. Additionally, General CRP includes a Climate-Smart Practice Incentive to help increase carbon
sequestration and reduce greenhouse gas emissions by helping producers and landowners establish trees
and permanent grasses, enhance wildlife habitat, and restore wetlands.

Continuous CRP

Under Continuous CRP, producers and landowners can enroll in CRP throughout the year. Offers are
automatically accepted provided the producer and land meet the eligibility requirements and the enroliment
levels do not exceed the statutory cap. The Climate-Smart Practice Incentive is also available in the
Continuous signup.

FSA offers several additional enrollment opportunities within Continuous CRP, including the Clean Lakes
Estuaries and Rivers Initiative (CLEAR30), the State Acres for Wildlife Enhancement (SAFE) Initiative, the
Farmable Wetlands Program (FWP), and the Conservation Reserve Enhancement Program (CREP). The
CLEARS3O Initiative, which was originally piloted in twelve states in the Great Lakes and Chesapeake Bay
watershed, has been expanded nationwide, allowing producers and landowners to enroll in 30-year CRP
contracts for water quality practices. Under this administration, FSA also moved SAFE practices back to the
Continuous CRP signup, giving producers and landowners more opportunities to participate in the initiative.
Through the FWP, producers and landowners can enroll land in CRP as part of their efforts to restore
previously farmed wetlands and wetland buffers, to improve both vegetation and water flow.

This administration has also made significant improvements to CREP, which leverages federal and non-
federal funds to target specific State, regional or nationally significant conservation concerns. Specifically,
USDA made significant improvements to CREP to reduce barriers and make the program more accessible to
a broad range of producers and new types of partners. These updates included flexibility for partners to
provide matching funds in the form of cash, in-kind contributions, or technical assistance, along with an
investment in additional staff to work directly with partners. Through CREP, for the first time ever, three Tribal
Nations are now partnering with USDA to help conserve, maintain, and improve grassland productivity,
reduce soil erosion, and enhance wildlife habitat.

Grassland CRP

FSA will announce the dates for Grassland CRP signup in the coming weeks. Grassland CRP is a working
lands program, helping landowners and operators protect grassland, including rangeland and pastureland
and certain other lands, while maintaining the areas as working grazing lands. Protecting grasslands
contributes positively to the economy of many regions, provides biodiversity of plant and animal populations,
and provides important carbon sequestration benefits to deliver lasting climate outcomes.

How to Sign Up

Landowners and producers interested in CRP should contact their local USDA Service Center to learn more
or to apply for the program before their deadlines.

Producers with expiring CRP acres can use the Transition Incentives Program (TIP), which incentivizes
producers who sell or enter a long-term lease with a beginning, veteran, or socially disadvantaged farmer or
rancher who plans to sustainably farm or ranch the land.

More Information

Signed into law in 1985, CRP is one of the largest voluntary private-lands conservation programs in the
United States. It was originally intended to primarily control soil erosion and potentially stabilize commodity
prices by taking marginal lands out of production. The program has evolved over the years, providing many
conservation and economic benefits.

USDA touches the lives of all Americans each day in so many positive ways. Under the Biden-Harris
administration, USDA is transforming America’s food system with a greater focus on more resilient local and
regional food production, fairer markets for all producers, ensuring access to safe, healthy and nutritious food
in all communities, building new markets and streams of income for farmers and producers using climate
smart food and forestry practices, making historic investments in infrastructure and clean energy capabilities
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in rural America, and committing to equity across the Department by removing systemic barriers and building
a workforce more representative of America. To learn more, visit usda.gov.

USGS Snowpack Monitoring in the Upper Colorado River
Basin Enhances Existing Networks

The snow continues to accumulate in the Upper Colorado River Basin with a
basin-wide average snow water equivalent (SWE) of 137 percent as of February 7,
2023 (Upper Colorado River Basin SNOTEL Snow/Precipitation Update Report

(usda.gov))

As part of the Next Generation Water Observing Systems (NGWQOS) program, the
USGS has established a core network of continuous snow-monitoring stations in
the Headwaters of the Colorado and Gunnison River Basins (table 1). These
stations utilize new monitoring technologies to fill key data gaps and provide real-time, representative data on
snowpack, soil moisture, and meteorological conditions in previously unmonitored areas.

In late January, Graham Sexstone and William McDermott visited two of the newly installed high-elevation
NGWOS snow-monitoring stations in the Eagle River watershed (Ptarmigan and Boss Basin) to conduct
spatial ground-based surveys of SWE and snow depth in areas surrounding the stations. Over the two field
days, a storm totaling 10.5 new inches of snow depth and 1 new inch of SWE was observed.

Real-time data from these new snow-monitoring stations are publicly available through the National Water
Information System (NWIS) database. The data are being used in conjunction with SNOTEL station data and
remotely sensed snowpack measures, such as from the Airborne Snow Observatory and satellite imagery, to
improve hydrologic models and predictions of water availability. New NGWOS non-contact stream gages

at Resolution Creek and Turkey Creek are situated downstream of these snow monitoring stations, and the
new datasets will support USGS water-cycle component evaluations focused on linking snowpack to
streamflow.

Table 1. New USGS snow-monitoring stations and NWIS data links.

USGS Station Link to Station Data
Number
402945105543801 CAMERON PASS METEOROLOGICAL STATION, CO - USGS
Water Data for the Nation
DEVILS THUMB METEOROLOGICAL STATION NEAR FRASER,
395811105480401 CO - USGS Water Data for the Nation
BLUE RIDGE METEOROLOGICAL STATION NR FRASER, CO -
395709105582701  ;SGS Water Data for the Nation
RANCH CR MEADOW METEOROLOGICAL STA NR FRASER CO
395448105453601 - USGS Water Data for the Nation
394759105464101 BERTHOUD PASS METEOROLOGICAL STATION, CO - USGS
Water Data for the Nation
392954106162501 PTARMIGAN METEOROLOGICAL STATION, CO - USGS Water
Data for the Nation
392820106154601 BOSS BASIN METEOROLOGICAL STATION, CO - USGS Water
Data for the Nation
392810106221001 HOMESTAKE METEOROLOGICAL STATION, CO - USGS Water
Data for the Nation
HUNTER CREEK METEOROLOGICAL STATION NEAR ASPEN,
391326106452601 CO - USGS Water Data for the Nation
390447107175001 CHAIR MOUNTAIN METEOROLOGICAL STATION, CO - USGS
Water Data for the Nation
390622106343001 INDEPENDENCE PASS ALPINE METEOROLOGICAL STATION

CO - USGS Water Data for the Nation
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FSA Offers Joint Financing Option on Direct Farm
Ownership Loans

The USDA Farm Service Agency’s (FSA) Direct Farm Ownership loans can help farmers and ranchers
become owner-operators of family farms, improve and expand current operations, increase agricultural
productivity, and assist with land tenure to save farmland for future generations.

There are three types of Direct Farm Ownership Loans: regular, down payment and joint financing. FSA also
offers a Direct Farm Ownership Microloan option for smaller financial needs up to $50,000.

Joint financing allows FSA to provide more farmers and ranchers with access to capital. FSA lends up to 50
percent of the total amount financed. A commercial lender, a State program or the seller of the property being
purchased, provides the balance of loan funds, with or without an FSA guarantee. The maximum loan amount
for a joint financing loan is $600,000, and the repayment period for the loan is up to 40 years.

The operation must be an eligible farm enterprise. Farm Ownership loan funds cannot be used to finance
nonfarm enterprises and all applicants must be able to meet general eligibility requirements. Loan applicants
are also required to have participated in the business operations of a farm or ranch for at least three years out
of the 10 years prior to the date the application is submitted. The applicant must show documentation that
their participation in the business operation of the farm or ranch was not solely as a laborer.

For more information about farm loans, contact the Platte County USDA Service Center at 307-322-4050 x2
or visit fsa.usda.gov.

Y
USDA Service Center

5880 Enterprise Dr. STE 100
Casper, WY 82609

Phone: 307-261-5436
Fax: 855-415-3428
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Kim Furnival

kim.furnival@usda.qgov

County Committee:
Heather Harlan, Chair
William Kossert, Vice Chair
Brandi Forgey, Member
Mitch Falkingburg Member
Roy Jarrard, Alternate
Brendon Grant, Alternate

Next COC Meeting: February 28, 2023 at 1:00 p.m.
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