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• Farm Service Agency Now Accepting Nominations for Farmers and Ranchers to Serve 
on Local County Committees 

• USDA Unveils Efforts to Streamline Agricultural Conservation Easement Program 
• Loans for Targeted Underserved Producers 

Farm Service Agency Now Accepting Nominations for 
Farmers and Ranchers to Serve on Local County 
Committees 
The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) is now accepting nominations for county 
committee members. Elections will occur in certain Local Administrative Areas (LAA) 
for members. LAAs are elective areas for Farm Service Agency (FSA) committees in a 
single county or multi-county jurisdiction.  
 
County committee members make important decisions about how Federal farm 
programs are administered locally. All nomination forms for the 2023 election must be 
postmarked or received in the local FSA office by Aug. 1, 2023. Agricultural producers 
may be nominated for candidacy for the county committee if they: 

• Participate or cooperate in a USDA program; 
• Reside in the LAA that is up for election this year; and 
• Meet basic eligibility requirements. 

A cooperating producer is someone who has provided information about their farming or ranching operation 
to FSA, even if they have not applied or received program benefits. Customers can locate their LAA through a 
new GIS locator tool available at fsa.usda.gov/elections. 

Individuals may nominate themselves or others and qualifying organizations may also nominate candidates. 
USDA encourages minority producers, women, and beginning farmers or ranchers to nominate, vote and hold 
office.  

Committee members are vital to how FSA carries out disaster programs, as well as conservation, commodity 
and price support programs, county office employment and other agricultural issues.  

More Information  
Producers should contact their local FSA office today to register and find out how to get involved in their 
county’s election, including if their LAA is up for election this year. To be considered, a producer must be 
registered and sign an FSA-669A nomination form. The form and other information about FSA county 
committee elections are available at fsa.usda.gov/elections.  

Election ballots will be mailed to eligible voters beginning Nov. 6, 2023. 
 

USDA Unveils Efforts to Streamline Agricultural 
Conservation Easement Program 
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The USDA is streamlining its Agricultural Conservation Easement Program (ACEP) to ultimately better help 
agricultural producers and private landowners conserve wetlands, productive farmlands and at-risk 
grasslands. USDA’s Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) is rolling out several improvements to 
this important program, which has more than 5 million acres of land enrolled, in response to feedback from 
producers, landowners and conservation partners. Specifically, NRCS is updating its processes around 
appraisals, land surveys, as well as certifying eligible entities who help NRCS and producers enroll land into 
easements. These changes are for ACEP Agricultural Land Easements (ALE) as well as Wetland Reserve 
Easements (WRE).  
 
Key program changes include:  

• Appraisals for ALE: The threshold for national review of ALE appraisals is now $3 million, raised 
from $1 million. NRCS raised the threshold to align program requirements with increased land values, 
enabling the agency to better target staff resources and speed up implementation. Appraisals help 
ensure cost-effective and appropriate use of federal funds that are contributed to a conservation 
partner for their purchase of the ALE from the farmer or rancher.  

• Land Surveys for WRE: NRCS plans to encourage procurement of land surveys earlier in the 
acquisition timeline, such as when an application has been tentatively selected for a WRE. These 
surveys help with locating land boundaries, which is needed to purchase and manage the easement. 
NRCS is also increasing its use of partnerships to assist with acquiring the land surveys and has 
simplified the review process for producer-acquired land surveys. This will speed up the time it takes 
producers and landowners to enroll.  

• Certification of Entities for ALE: For ALE, NRCS works with eligible entities, such as American 
Indian tribes, state and local governments and non-governmental organizations, to conserve prime 
farmland and at-risk grasslands. NRCS is working to expand the number of entities by launching a 
certification initiative to proactively notify potentially eligible entities that they qualify for administrative 
flexibilities. Certified entities have greater independence and less oversight in their purchase of 
easements funded under ALE. Information for entities on how to get certified is available on the ALE 
webpage.  

These improvements are the first step in an ongoing effort to streamline ACEP as well as other NRCS 
conservation programs to ensure that they are easier and more convenient to utilize, and it will strengthen 
implementation of the Inflation Reduction Act (IRA), which included $1.4 billion in additional funding for ACEP 
over five years. ACEP is administered by NRCS and aids landowners and eligible entities with conserving, 
restoring, and protecting wetlands, productive agricultural lands, and grasslands at risk to conversion to non-
grassland uses. Healthy wetlands, grasslands and farmlands sequester carbon and provide many other 
natural resource benefits. NRCS accepts producer applications for its conservation programs – including 
ACEP – year-round. Producers interested in easements should contact their local Service Center or view their 
state application ranking dates.  

 

Loans for Targeted Underserved Producers 
The Farm Service Agency (FSA) has several loan programs to help you start or continue an agriculture 
production. Farm ownership and operating loans are available.  

While all qualified producers are eligible to apply for these loan programs, FSA has provided priority funding 
for members of targeted underserved applicants.  

A targeted underserved applicant is one of a group whose members have been subjected to racial, ethnic or 
gender prejudice because of his or her identity as members of the group without regard to his or her individual 
qualities.  

For purposes of this program, targeted underserved groups are women, African Americans, American 
Indians, Alaskan Natives, Hispanics, Asian Americans and Pacific Islanders. 
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FSA loans are only available to applicants who meet all the eligibility requirements and are unable to obtain 
the needed credit elsewhere. 

 

  
USDA Service Center 

5880 Enterprise Dr. STE 100 
Casper, WY 82609 

Phone: 307-261-5436 
Fax: 855-415-3428 

Acting County Executive Director 

Pamela Mertz  
pamela.metz@usda.gov 

District Conservationist 

Kenneth Wolfley kenneth.wolfley@usda.gov 

Program Technician 

Wanda K. McLean wanda.mclean@usda.gov 

Rangeland Management Specialist 

Morgan Elsom  
john.elsom@usda.gov 

Full Time Temp 
Kim Furnival  
kim.furnival@usda.gov 

 

County Committee:  
Heather Harlan, Chair  
William Kossert, Vice Chair  
Mitch Falkingburg Member  
Roy Jarrard, Alternate 
Brendon Grant, Alternate  

Next COC Meeting:  
To Be Announced 
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