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• Farm Service Agency Now Accepting Nominations for Farmers and Ranchers to Serve 
on Local County Committees 

• USDA Extends Application Deadline for Revenue Loss Programs to July 14 
• Policy Updates for Acreage Reporting 
• USDA Previews Emergency Relief Assistance for Agricultural Producers Who Incurred 

Losses Due to 2022  

Farm Service Agency Now Accepting Nominations for 
Farmers and Ranchers to Serve on Local County 
Committees 
The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) is now accepting nominations for 
county committee members for elections that will occur later this year. 
Additionally, USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) is unveiling a new GIS tool to 
make it easier for producers to participate in the nomination and election 
processes for county committee members, who make important decisions on 
how federal farm programs are administered locally. 

 All nomination forms for the 2023 election must be postmarked or received in the local FSA office by Aug. 1, 
2023.    

“Producers serving on FSA county committees play a critical role in the day-to-day operations of the agency, 
and they serve as the eyes and ears for the producers who elected them,” said FSA Administrator Zach 
Ducheneaux. “In order for county committees to be both effective and equitable in their decision-making at 
the local level, they must reflect the full diversity of American agriculture. I am excited that we have another 
opportunity through this year’s nominations and elections cycle to make our committees more inclusive, and 
in turn, better equipped to best serve all our customers. I encourage you to consider serving the farmers, 
ranchers and producers in your community on your local FSA county committee, and I thank you in advance 
for your public service.” 

Elections will occur in certain Local Administrative Areas (LAA) for members. LAAs are elective areas for FSA 
committees in a single county or multi-county jurisdiction and they may include LAAs that are focused on an 
urban or suburban area. 

Customers can locate their LAA through a new GIS locator tool available at fsa.usda.gov/elections. 

“Based on feedback from stakeholders, including the USDA Equity Commission, we are unveiling this new 
tool to make it easier for producers to effectively participate in the process,” Ducheneaux added.   

Agricultural producers may be nominated for candidacy for the county committee if they: 

• Participate or cooperate in a USDA program; and 
• Reside in the LAA that is up for election this year. 

A cooperating producer is someone who has provided information about their farming or ranching operation 
to FSA, even if they have not applied or received program benefits. Individuals may nominate themselves or 
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others and qualifying organizations may also nominate candidates. USDA encourages minority producers, 
women and beginning farmers or ranchers to nominate, vote and hold office.    

Nationwide, more than 7,700 dedicated members of the agricultural community serve on FSA county 
committees. The committees are made up of three to 11 members who serve three-year terms. Committee 
members are vital to how FSA carries out disaster programs, as well as conservation, commodity and price 
support programs, county office employment and other agricultural issues.     

More Information   

Producers should contact their local FSA office today to register and find out how to get involved in their 
county’s election, including if their LAA is up for election this year. To be considered, a producer must be 
registered and sign an FSA-669A nomination form. Urban farmers should use an FSA-669-A-3 for urban 
county committees. These forms and other information about FSA county committee elections are available 
at fsa.usda.gov/elections.    

Election ballots will be mailed to eligible voters beginning Nov. 6, 2023. 

To learn more about FSA programs, producers can contact their local USDA Service Center. Producers can 
also prepare maps for acreage reporting as well as manage farm loans and view other farm records data and 
customer information by logging into their farmers.gov account. If you don’t have an account, sign up today. 

USDA touches the lives of all Americans each day in so many positive ways. In the Biden-Harris 
administration, USDA is transforming America’s food system with a greater focus on more resilient local and 
regional food production, fairer markets for all producers, ensuring access to safe, healthy and nutritious food 
in all communities, building new markets and streams of income for farmers and producers using climate 
smart food and forestry practices, making historic investments in infrastructure and clean energy capabilities 
in rural America and committing to equity across the department by removing systemic barriers and building a 
workforce more representative of America. To learn more, visit usda.gov.  

 

USDA Extends Application Deadline for Revenue Loss 
Programs to July 14 

USDA is extending the deadline for the Emergency Relief Program (ERP) Phase 
Two and Pandemic Assistance Revenue Program (PARP) to July 14, 2023, to give 
producers more time to apply for assistance. The original deadline was June 2. 

Additionally, USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) is partnering with nine 
organizations to provide educational and technical assistance to agricultural 
producers and provide assistance in completing an ERP Phase Two application. The 
extended deadline will give producers more time to work with these partner 
organizations and apply for assistance. 

Cooperative Agreements for ERP Phase Two Application Assistance  
Through cooperative agreements with FSA, the following organizations are providing 

free assistance to producers across the United States and territories. 

• Alabama State Association of Cooperatives 
• Farmers Legal Action Group, INC.  
• Flower Hill Institute 
• Intertribal Agriculture Council, Inc 
• North South Institute 
• Renewing the Countryside II 
• Rural Advancement Foundation International - USA 
• Rural Coalition 
• Texas Small Farmers and Ranchers CBO 

Depending on a producer’s location, these nine partners can provide assistance either by phone or through 
online meeting software like Zoom or Microsoft Teams.   
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There is never a charge for technical assistance provided by FSA employees or cooperative agreement 
recipients. These organizations will assist producers with completing the application and any follow-up future 
insurance coverage requirements. Producers who receive ERP payments are statutorily required to purchase 
crop insurance or Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) coverage for the next two available 
crop years. These organizations will not collect producer records, complete or sign the application form, or act 
on the producer’s behalf in any way throughout this process.     

Find more information on FSA cooperative agreements and contact information for the nine organizations 
please visit fsa.usda.gov/programs-and-services/cooperative-agreements/index.  

Eligibility    
To be eligible for ERP Phase Two, producers must have suffered a decrease in allowable gross revenue in 
2020 or 2021 due to necessary expenses related to losses of eligible crops from a qualifying natural disaster 
event. Assistance will be primarily to producers of crops that were not covered by Federal Crop Insurance or 
NAP, since crops covered by Federal Crop Insurance and NAP were included in the assistance under ERP 
Phase One.   

To be eligible for PARP, an agricultural producer must have been in the business of farming during at least 
part of the 2020 calendar year and had a 15% or greater decrease in allowable gross revenue for the 2020 
calendar year, as compared to a baseline year.  

FSA offers an online ERP tool and PARP tool that can help producers determine what is considered 
allowable gross revenue for each respective program. 

Producers should contact their local FSA office to make an appointment to apply for ERP Phase Two and 
PARP assistance. Producers should also keep in mind that July 15 is a major deadline to complete acreage 
reports for most crops. FSA encourages producers to complete the ERP Phase Two application, PARP 
application and acreage reporting during the same office visit.   

More Information    
For more information, view the ERP Phase Two Fact Sheet, PARP Fact Sheet, the ERP Phase Two-PARP 
Comparison Fact Sheet, ERP Phase Two application video tutorial, PARP application video tutorial, myth-
buster blog or contact your local USDA Service Center.     

 

Policy Updates for Acreage Reporting 
The USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA) recently made several policy updates for 
acreage reporting for cover crops, revising intended use, late-filed provisions, grazing 
allotments as well as updated the definitions of “idle” and “fallow.” 

Reporting Cover Crops: 

Cover crop types can be chosen from the following four categories: 

• Cereals and other grasses 
• Legumes 
• Brassicas and other broadleaves 
• Mixtures 

If the cover crop is harvested for any use other than forage or grazing and is not terminated according to 
policy guidelines, then that crop will no longer be considered a cover crop and the acreage report must be 
revised to reflect the actual crop.  

Permitted Revision of Intended use After Acreage Reporting Date: 

New operators or owners who pick up a farm after the acreage reporting deadline has passed and the crop 
has already been reported on the farm, have 30 calendar days from the date when the new operator or owner 
acquired the lease on land, control of the land or ownership and new producer crop share interest in the 
previously reported crop acreage. Under this policy, appropriate documentation must be provided to the 



County Committee’s satisfaction to determine that a legitimate operator or ownership and producer crop 
share interest change occurred to permit the revision. 

Acreage Reports: 

In order to maintain program eligibility and benefits, you must timely file acreage reports. Failure to file an 
acreage report by the crop acreage reporting deadline may result in ineligibility for future program benefits. 
FSA will not accept acreage reports provided more than a year after the acreage reporting deadline.   

Reporting Grazing Allotments: 

FSA offices can now accept acreage reports for grazing allotments. You will use form “FSA-578” to report 
grazing allotments as animal unit months (AUMs) using the “Reporting Unit” field. Your local FSA office will 
need the grazing period start and end date and the percent of public land. 

Definitions of Terms 

FSA defines “idle” as cropland or a balance of cropland within a Common Land Unit (CLU) (field/subfield) 
which is not planted or considered not planted and does not meet the definition of fallow or skip row. 

Fallow is considered unplanted cropland acres which are part of a crop/fallow rotation where cultivated land 
that is normally planted is purposely kept out of production during a regular growing season. 

 

USDA Previews Emergency Relief Assistance for 
Agricultural Producers Who Incurred Losses Due to 2022  
erpFSA plans to roll out $3.7 billion in Emergency Relief Program (ERP) and 
Emergency Livestock Relief Program (ELRP) assistance to crop and livestock 
producers who sustained losses due to a qualifying natural disaster event in 
calendar year 2022. USDA is sharing early information to allow producers time to gather documents in 
advance of program delivery. Through distribution of remaining funds, USDA is also concluding the 2021 
ELRP program by sending payments in the amount of 20% of the initial ELRP payment to all existing 
recipients. 

On December 29, 2022, President Biden signed into law the Disaster Relief Supplemental Appropriations Act, 
2023 (P.L. 117-328) that provides about $3.7 billion in financial assistance for agricultural producers impacted 
by wildfires, droughts, hurricanes, winter storms and other eligible disasters occurring in calendar year 2022.  

Additionally, the Act specifically targets up to about $500 million to livestock producers for losses incurred due 
to drought or wildfire in calendar year 2022. 

ERP 2022 for Crop Producers 

FSA intends to deploy the lessons learned from the development and implementation of ERP and ELRP for 
previous years’ losses to ensure expedited assistance for 2022 losses. 

Based on positive feedback from producers, stakeholder groups and FSA county office staff, USDA intends to 
provide an ERP track for producers who had coverage through Risk Management Agency’s federal crop 
insurance or FSA’s Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP). Through a streamlined application 
process, USDA intends to be in a position to send pre-filled applications directly to eligible producers in early 
summer.  

For producers who have not been able to avail themselves of risk management coverage or whose losses 
were not covered, USDA intends to offer a program track to access ERP assistance with assistance provided 
to producers who suffered a decrease in allowable gross revenue in 2022 due to necessary expenses related 
to losses of eligible crops from a qualifying natural disaster event.    

Instead of implementing these program tracks as two separate phases on different timelines, FSA intends to 
make both tracks available to producers at the same time, noting that the first track will follow a streamlined 
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process with less paperwork burden, based on existing, available risk management data. The second ERP 
track would require that producers provide FSA with certain information related to revenue.  

ELRP 2022 for Livestock Producers and Close Out of ELRP for 2021 

For impacted ranchers, USDA intends to leverage FSA’s Livestock Forage Disaster Program (LFP) data to 
deliver ELRP assistance for increases in supplemental feed costs in 2022. 

To be eligible for an ELRP payment for 2022 losses, livestock producers will need to have suffered grazing 
losses from wildfire or in a county rated by the U.S. Drought Monitor as having a D2 (severe drought) for eight 
consecutive weeks or a D3 (extreme drought) or higher level of drought intensity during the 2022 calendar 
year and have applied and been approved for 2022 LFP. Additionally, otherwise eligible producers whose 
permitted grazing on federally managed lands was disallowed due to wildfire will also be eligible for ELRP 
payments if they applied and were approved for 2022 LFP.   

In a continued effort to streamline and simplify the delivery of ELRP benefits, eligible producers will not be 
required to apply for payment. 

Meanwhile, FSA also intends to provide additional assistance to ranchers for qualifying livestock losses from 
drought and wildfire in 2021.  More information will be announced in the coming months. 

How Producers Can Prepare  

To participate in ERP and ELRP for 2022 losses, both crop and livestock producers should have or be 
prepared to have the following forms on file with FSA:   

• Form AD-2047, Customer Data Worksheet (as applicable to the program participant);   
• Form CCC-902, Farm Operating Plan for an individual or legal entity;  
• Form CCC-901, Member Information for Legal Entities (if applicable); and   
• Form AD-1026 Highly Erodible Land Conservation (HELC) and Wetland Conservation (WC) 

Certification.   
Most producers, especially those who have previously participated in FSA programs, will likely have these 
required forms on file. However, those who are uncertain or want to confirm should contact FSA at their 
local USDA Service Center.   

In addition to the forms listed above, underserved producers are encouraged to register their status with FSA, 
using Form CCC-860, Socially Disadvantaged, Limited Resource, Beginning and Veteran Farmer or Rancher 
Certification, as certain existing permanent and ad-hoc disaster programs provide increased benefits or 
reduced fees and premiums.   

Producers with eligible crop losses who did not have federal crop insurance or NAP risk management 
coverage for 2022 and intend to apply for ERP assistance will need to pull together revenue information that 
is readily available from most tax records. FSA encourages producers to have their tax documents from the 
past few years and supporting materials ready including Schedule F (Form 1040) and Profit or Loss from 
Farming or similar tax documents. FSA will not require these forms to be submitted with the ERP application, 
but will require a certification, similar to Adjusted Gross Income certification that has been used for many 
years for Farm Bill programs. Applicants simply report and certify to the information required for the program. 

Crop producers who have federal crop insurance coverage should ensure that information on file with their 
insurance agent is accurate and that any pending activities needed to file loss claims for 2022 losses are 
addressed as soon as possible.  Producers who received ERP assistance last year or who will receive 
assistance for 2022 losses are required to purchase crop insurance or NAP for the next two crop years. 

In the coming months, USDA intends to provide additional information on how to apply for assistance through 
ERP and ELRP for 2022 losses. Through proactive communications and outreach, USDA will keep producers 
and stakeholders informed as program eligibility, application and implementation details unfold.   
 

 

https://www.farmers.gov/working-with-us/service-center-locator?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery


 

  

Niobrara Service Center 
905 South Main 
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Phone: 307-334-2953 

  

  

 


	Farm Service Agency Now Accepting Nominations for Farmers and Ranchers to Serve on Local County Committees
	USDA Extends Application Deadline for Revenue Loss Programs to July 14
	Policy Updates for Acreage Reporting
	USDA Previews Emergency Relief Assistance for Agricultural Producers Who Incurred Losses Due to 2022 
	Niobrara Service Center

