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Acreage Reports 
In order to maintain program eligibility and benefits, you must timely file acreage 
reports. Failure to file an acreage report by the crop acreage reporting deadline 
may result in ineligibility for future program benefits. FSA will not accept acreage 
reports provided more than a year after the acreage reporting deadline.   

Reporting Grazing Allotments: FSA offices can now accept acreage reports for 
grazing allotments. You will use form “FSA-578” to report grazing allotments as 
animal unit months (AUMs) using the “Reporting Unit” field. Your local FSA office will need the grazing 
period start and end date and the percent of public land. 

Definitions of Terms 

FSA defines “idle” as cropland or a balance of cropland within a Common Land Unit (CLU) (field/subfield) 
which is not planted or considered not planted and does not meet the definition of fallow or skip row. 

Fallow is considered unplanted cropland acres which are part of a crop/fallow rotation where cultivated land 
that is normally planted is purposely kept out of production during a regular growing season. 

For more information on documentation requirements, contact your Platte County USDA Service Center at 
307-322-4050 or visit fsa.usda.gov. 

 

Signup for Pandemic Assistance Revenue Program 
The Pandemic Assistance Revenue Program (PARP) will assist eligible producers of 
agricultural commodities who experienced revenue decreases in calendar year 2020 
compared to 2018 or 2019 due to the COVID-19 pandemic. PARP will help address 
gaps in previous pandemic assistance, which was targeted at price loss or lack of 
market access, rather than overall revenue losses.  

USDA's Farm Service Agency will accept PARP applications from January 23, 2023, 
through June 2, 2023.  Just extended to July 14, 2023 

Eligible and Ineligible Commodities 

For PARP, eligible agricultural commodities include crops, aquaculture, livestock, livestock byproducts, or 
other animals or animal byproducts that are produced as part of a farming operation and are intended to be 
commercially marketed. This includes only commodities produced in the United States or those produced 
outside the United States by a producer located in the United States and marketed inside the United States. 
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The following commodities are not eligible for PARP: 

• Wild free-roaming animals. 
• Horses and other animals used or intended to be used for racing or wagering. 

• Aquatic species that do not meet the definition of aquaculture. 
• Cannabis sativa L. and any part of that plant that does not meet the definition of hemp. 
• Timber. 

Program Eligibility 

PARP payments will be made on a whole-farm basis, not commodity-by-commodity. To be eligible for 
PARP, an agricultural producer must have been in the business of farming during at least part of the 2020 
calendar year and must have experienced a 15 percent decrease in allowable gross revenue in 2020, as 
compared to either: 

• The 2018 or 2019 calendar year, as elected by the producer, if they received allowable gross 
revenue during the 2018 or 2019 calendar years, or 

• The producer’s expected 2020 calendar year allowable gross revenue, if the producer had no 
allowable gross revenue in 2018 or 2019. 

PARP payments will be issued after the application period ends on June 2, 2023.  

For more information on determining allowable gross revenue visit farmers.gov/coronavirus/pandemic-
assistance/parp or review the PARP fact sheet. 

More Information 

To apply for PARP, contact your local USDA Service Center. 
 

Farmers.gov Feature Helps Producers Find Farm Loans 
that Fit Their Operation 
Farmers and ranchers can use the Farm Loan Discovery Tool on farmers.gov to find information on USDA 
farm loans that may best fit their operations. 

USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) offers a variety of loan options to help farmers finance their 
operations. From buying land to financing the purchase of equipment, FSA loans can help. 

USDA conducted field research in eight states, gathering input from farmers and FSA farm loan staff to 
better understand their needs and challenges. 

How the Tool Works 

Farmers who are looking for financing options to operate a farm or buy land can answer a few simple 
questions about what they are looking to fund and how much money they need to borrow. After submitting 
their answers, farmers will receive information on farm loans that best fit their specific needs. The loan 
application and additional resources also will be provided. 

Farmers can download application quick guides that outline what to expect from preparing an application to 
receiving a loan decision. There are four guides that cover loans to individuals, entities, and youth, as well 
as information on microloans. The guides include general eligibility requirements and a list of required 
forms and documentation for each type of loan. These guides can help farmers prepare before their first 
USDA service center visit with a loan officer. 
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Farmers can access the Farm Loan Discovery Tool by visiting farmers.gov/fund and clicking the “Start” 
button. Follow the prompts and answer five simple questions to receive loan information that is applicable 
to your agricultural operation. The tool is built to run on any modern browser like Chrome, Edge, Firefox, or 
the Safari browser, and is fully functional on mobile devices. It does not work in Internet Explorer. 

About Farmers.gov 

In 2018, USDA unveiled farmers.gov, a dynamic, mobile-friendly public website combined with an 
authenticated portal where farmers will be able to apply for programs, process transactions, and manage 
accounts. 

The Farm Loan Discovery Tool is one of many resources on farmers.gov to help connect farmers to 
information that can help their operations. Earlier this year, USDA launched the My Financial Information 
feature, which enables farmers to view their loan information, history, payments, and alerts by logging into 
the website. 

USDA is building farmers.gov for farmers, by farmers. In addition to the interactive farm loan features, the 
site also offers a Disaster Assistance Discovery Tool. Farmers can visit farmers.gov/recover/disaster-
assistance-tool#step-1 to find disaster assistance programs that can help their operation recover from 
natural disasters. 

For more information, contact the Platte County USDA Service Center at 307-322-4050 or visit farmers.gov. 

 

Protect Your Investments in the Soil: USDA’s Modernized 
Lab Data Mart Website Provides User-Friendly, State-of-
the-Art Data 
Understanding your specific soil and its dynamic properties, which can change over 
time due to human impacts, land management, and climate change, can be 
invaluable. The USDA’s Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS), through 
the National Cooperative Soil Survey (NCSS), has a team of soil and data scientists 
who are bringing customers the best soil information using the newest technology 
through the Lab Data Mart.  

The newly updated Lab Data Mart website, also known as the National Cooperative Lab Characterization 
Database, brings valuable soil data to the public’s fingertips through a user-friendly, state-of-the-art 
interactive map. It includes data estimating soil properties such as organic carbon, clay content, calcium 
carbonate equivalent, and pH, which is beneficial in soil health assessments. Architects, educators, 
engineers, farmers, landowners, researchers, scientists, and anyone looking to learn more about their soil 
can access the latest data to make more informed decisions and reduce potential soil risks and hazards.  

The Lab Data Mart includes mid-infrared (MIR) soil spectroscopy data gathered during soil analysis at the 
NRCS’ Kellogg Soil Survey Laboratory, one of the largest libraries of such data in the world. MIR soil 
spectroscopy uses the interactions between soil matter and infrared radiation to estimate soil properties.   

The Lab Data Mart’s interactive map also links to a national database of soil characterization data, allowing 
users to locate soil samples and “pedons” analyzed in the lab. A pedon is the smallest unit of soil, 
containing all the soil horizons of a particular soil type. The customized data in the Lab Data Mart is 
downloadable to multiple applications and web services and is continuously updated as more sampled soil 
sites are added or re-visited.  

How Can the Lab Data Mart Help You?  
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• Determining carbon credits or improving carbon sequestration: The data can help you 
determine how much carbon is currently in the top 12 inches of soil and decide whether you want to 
sequester more carbon and consider methods and management practices to do so. 

• Leasing or buying land: The data may help determine if your planned management practices will 
work; and if not, what could be the added cost to do things differently. Understanding the 
mineralogy of your soil can help you determine if it requires soil amendments, a new tool or piece of 
equipment to accomplish your goals, or a change to what you farm or your tillage operation. 

• Taking a more systematic view of your land: Whether working with an NRCS conservation 
planner or on your own, the data helps you know more about your soil and ties into how you look at 
the whole ecological site. 

 Who Can Help You Use Lab Data Mart and Help You Understand Your Data?   

NRCS State Soil Scientists and their staff, as well as technical service providers, can assist with obtaining 
the data in Lab Data Mart and understanding it. Contact NRCS at your local USDA Service Center for help 
and more information. Visit the Lab Data Mart website, or learn more about NRCS’ Soil Science.  

 

Dates To Remember 
June 2, 2023 Deadline to submit 2022 LIP or ELAP applications for producers who did not participate in 
those programs in 2022.  
June 19, 2023 -- Office closed in observance of Juneteenth  
July 14, 2023 – Deadline to apply for the PARP or ERP2 program  
July 17, 2023 – Acreage reporting deadline for all crops planted prior to July 15, 2023 

  

 

 

USDA Service Center 
  

1502 Progress Ct 
Wheatland, WY 82201 

Phone: 307-322-4050 
Fax: 855-415-3444 

Pamela Metz 
County Executive Director 
pamela.metz@usda.gov 

Chris Campton 
District Conservationist 
christopher.campton@usda.gov 

Rob Weppener 
Farm Loan Manager 
rob.weppner@usda.gov 

NRCS Staff 
Jenna Lincoln-Range Specialist 
Kathleen Bush-Range Specialist 

Kelly Brown-Farm Programs PT 
kelly.brown3@usda.gov 

Heather Ferguson-Ultima 

County Committee: 
Amy Miller 
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Dareth Smialek 
Chuck Maike 

Heidi Platt-Farm Loan Analyst 
heidi.platt@usda.gov 

Anna Troupe-Farm Loan PT 
anna.troupe@usda.gov 

Next County Committee Meeting: 
TBD 
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