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From The Desk of Linda Benzel 
Hello Producers~ 

When you read this, I would have since retired from FSA. Two months shy of 22 
years since Tom Byrd took a chance on hiring this Montana farm girl. I am so 
thankful he did! I have been blessed to have worked with the Wyoming FSA family 
and the wonderful, hardworking Ranchers and Farmers. 

May your days be prosperous and free from disasters. 

I will miss you all. 

Best Regards, 

Linda 

Congratulations to our elected Sheridan-Johnson County Committee Member: Trevor Lutterman!  We 
appreciate your dedication in serving the producers of Johnson and Sheridan counties. 

 
Farmers Can Now Make 2023 Crop Year Elections, Enroll in 
Agriculture Risk Coverage and Price Loss Coverage 
Programs  
Agricultural producers can now change election and enroll in the Agriculture Risk 
Coverage (ARC) and Price Loss Coverage programs for the 2023 crop year, two 
key safety net programs offered by the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA). 
Signup began Oct. 17, 2022, and producers have until March 15, 2023, to enroll in 
these two programs. Additionally, USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) has started 
issuing payments totaling more than $255 million to producers with 2021 crops that 
have triggered payments through ARC or PLC.    

2023 Elections and Enrollment    

Producers can elect coverage and enroll in ARC-County (ARC-CO) or PLC, which provide crop-by-crop 
protection, or ARC-Individual (ARC-IC), which protects the entire farm. Although election changes for 2023 
are optional, producers must enroll through a signed contract each year. Also, if a producer has a multi-year 
contract on the farm and makes an election change for 2023, they must sign a new contract.     

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ffsa.usda.gov%2F%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=05%7C01%7C%7Caf0d2975ddb44eee7dcd08db0af55b39%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C638115821295193225%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=vlBSEE%2BGcNR6dOWj5dJ5JJK4y16VSPmBkcmWzTG29EE%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.nrcs.usda.gov%2F%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=05%7C01%7C%7Caf0d2975ddb44eee7dcd08db0af55b39%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C638115821295193225%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=7H%2BakxF2Eb%2BoYOSboskK6rmMwYHvaHBh0rgDqK1%2BB9k%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Frma.usda.gov%2F%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=05%7C01%7C%7Caf0d2975ddb44eee7dcd08db0af55b39%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C638115821295193225%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=uD71Mj5HJFZFgl20CeiN3X%2FHI%2Bh87BJ4DUDP9fRFLt8%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2Fprograms-and-services%2Farcplc_program%2Findex%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=05%7C01%7C%7Caf0d2975ddb44eee7dcd08db0af55b39%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C638115821295193225%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=M2bHuGAT2U5%2F%2BA6poJm1K4Kyq4CINkWwQ695tLxx97s%3D&reserved=0
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If producers do not submit their election by the March 15, 2023 deadline, their election remains the same as 
their 2022 election for crops on the farm.  Farm owners cannot enroll in either program unless they have a 
share interest in the farm.      

Covered commodities include barley, canola, large and small chickpeas, corn, crambe, flaxseed, grain 
sorghum, lentils, mustard seed, oats, peanuts, dry peas, rapeseed, long grain rice, medium and short grain 
rice, safflower seed, seed cotton, sesame, soybeans, sunflower seed and wheat.     

Web-Based Decision Tools    

In partnership with USDA, the University of Illinois and Texas A&M University offer web-based decision tools 
to assist producers in making informed, educated decisions using crop data specific to their respective 
farming operations. Tools include:    

• Gardner-farmdoc Payment Calculator, a tool available through the University of Illinois allows 
producers to estimate payments for farms and counties for ARC-CO and PLC.   

• ARC and PLC Decision Tool, a tool available through Texas A&M that allows producers to obtain 
basic information regarding the decision and factors that should be taken into consideration such as 
future commodity prices and historic yields to estimate payments for 2022.    

2021 Payments and Contracts   

ARC and PLC payments for a given crop year are paid out the following fall to allow actual county yields and 
the Market Year Average prices to be finalized. This month, FSA processed payments to producers enrolled 
in 2021 ARC-CO, ARC-IC and PLC for covered commodities that triggered for the crop year.    

For ARC-CO, producers can view the 2021 ARC-CO Benchmark Yields and Revenues online database, for 
payment rates applicable to their county and each covered commodity. For PLC, payments have triggered for 
rapeseed and peanuts.  

For ARC-IC, producers should contact their local FSA office for additional information pertaining to 2021 
payment information, which relies on producer-specific yields for the crop and farm to determine benchmark 
yields and actual year yields when calculating revenues.   

By the Numbers   

In 2021, producers signed nearly 1.8 million ARC or PLC contracts, and 251 million out of 273 million base 
acres were enrolled in the programs.  For the 2022 crop year signed contracts surpassed 1.8 million, to be 
paid in the fall of 2023, if a payment triggers.  

Since ARC and PLC were first authorized by the 2014 Farm Bill and reauthorized by the 2018 Farm Bill, these 
safety-net programs have paid out more than $34.9 billion to producers of covered commodities.   

Crop Insurance Considerations    

ARC and PLC are part of a broader safety net provided by USDA, which also includes crop insurance and 
marketing assistance loans.    

Producers are reminded that ARC and PLC elections and enrollments can impact eligibility for some crop 
insurance products.    

Producers on farms with a PLC election have the option of purchasing Supplemental Coverage Option (SCO) 
through their Approved Insurance Provider; however, producers on farms where ARC is the election are 
ineligible for SCO on their planted acres for that crop on that farm.    

Unlike SCO, the Enhanced Coverage Option (ECO) is unaffected by an ARC election.  Producers may add 
ECO regardless of the farm program election.   

Upland cotton farmers who choose to enroll seed cotton base acres in ARC or PLC are ineligible for the 
stacked income protection plan (STAX) on their planted cotton acres for that farm.     

More Information     

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ffarmdocdaily.illinois.edu%2F2019%2F08%2Fintroducing-the-gardner-farmdoc-payment-calculator.html%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=05%7C01%7C%7Caf0d2975ddb44eee7dcd08db0af55b39%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C638115821295193225%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=n3V5ud0I%2Fw%2FEV8ZuJgCNaHuUmZhTwb9XnKL4HuR2oPE%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.afpc.tamu.edu%2F%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=05%7C01%7C%7Caf0d2975ddb44eee7dcd08db0af55b39%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C638115821295193225%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Gb4VL%2BvIk%2BKW4HuuZsWVjRPwRtlrFjLSreqqobrGPaw%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fview.officeapps.live.com%2Fop%2Fview.aspx%3Fsrc%3Dhttps%253A%252F%252Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%252FAssets%252FUSDA-FSA-Public%252Fusdafiles%252Farc-plc%252F2021%252Fexcel%252Farcco_2021_data.xlsx%253Futm_medium%253Demail%2526utm_source%253Dgovdelivery%26utm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery%26wdOrigin%3DBROWSELINK&data=05%7C01%7C%7Caf0d2975ddb44eee7dcd08db0af55b39%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C638115821295193225%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=pwOw7wFqmpHruJonpzPmiuGvHLSeKP%2FPoWgAPX8fejg%3D&reserved=0


For more information on ARC and PLC, visit the ARC and PLC webpage or contact your local USDA Service 
Center.   

 
Sheridan~Johnson County Farm Service Agency 
Announces County Committee Election Results 
Sheridan~Johnson County U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) Farm Service 
Agency (FSA) announced that County Committee elections are over, and the 
ballots have been counted. 

Trevor Lutterman of Buffalo was elected to represent local administrative area 
(LAA) 3. 

County committee members are a critical component of the day-to-day operations of FSA. They help deliver 
programs at the county level and work to serve the needs of local producers. All recently elected county 
committee members will take office in January 2023 and will be joining the existing committee. Every FSA 
office is required to have a county committee, and they are made up of local farmers, ranchers and foresters 
who are elected by local producers. 

Nearly 7,800 FSA county committee members serve FSA offices nationwide. Each committee has three to 11 
elected members who serve three-year terms of office. One-third of county committee seats are up for 
election each year. County committee members impact the administration of FSA within a community by 
applying their knowledge and judgment to help FSA make important decisions on its commodity support 
programs, conservation programs, indemnity and disaster programs, emergency programs and eligibility. 

County committee members impact producers through their decision making and help shape the culture of a 
local FSA office. They also ensure the fair and equitable administration of FSA farm programs in their 
counties and are accountable to the Secretary of Agriculture. Members conduct hearings and reviews as 
requested by the state committee, ensure underserved farmers, ranchers and foresters are fairly represented, 
make recommendations to the state committee on existing programs, monitor changes in farm programs and 
inform farmers of the purpose and provisions of FSA programs. They also assist with outreach and inform 
underserved producers such as beginning farmers, ranchers and foresters, about FSA opportunities. 

For more information, visit the FSA website at fsa.usda.gov/elections or contact the Sheridan~Johnson 
County FSA office at 307-683-4202. 

 
NRCS Unveiled New Website in 2022 
NRCS unveiled a new website last year, which was designed for you, whether 
you’re a farmer, rancher or forest landowner who uses Natural Resources 
Conservation Service (NRCS) conservation programs or one of our partners 
who helps us deliver on the conservation mission. 

The new NRCS site has been designed to support and enhance our mission by delivering relevant, timely, 
customer-focused information in an easy-to-navigate platform.  

Key features include:  

• It’s been designed using the U.S. Web Design System, so you’ll see a certain “family resemblance” 
among USDA and other federal websites, including farmers.gov.  

• It’s accessible (or 508 conformant), meaning the site is designed for use by people with disabilities.   
• It’s mobile responsive, meaning that it should work on a phone or tablet at easily as on a desktop 

computer.    
Be sure to check out our:  

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2Fprograms-and-services%2Farcplc_program%2Findex%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=05%7C01%7C%7Caf0d2975ddb44eee7dcd08db0af55b39%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C638115821295193225%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=M2bHuGAT2U5%2F%2BA6poJm1K4Kyq4CINkWwQ695tLxx97s%3D&reserved=0
http://www.farmers.gov/service-center-locator?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
http://www.farmers.gov/service-center-locator?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2Felections%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=05%7C01%7C%7Caf0d2975ddb44eee7dcd08db0af55b39%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C638115821295193225%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=dH96Ib3mlzhy39SLoZ9LepFbavakrFS9KmzQEDx1gso%3D&reserved=0


• Guides and Instructions- Search by resource type, NRCS program, natural resource concern, and 
state.   

• Getting Assistance- Learn more about available technical and financial assistance and how you can 
get support online as well as with the NRCS at your local Service Center.  

• Conservation by State- Find information on NRCS programs, services and other information in your 
state.  

If you can’t find something that you used to find on our website, contact us and we can help.  
 

 

 

  

USDA Service Center 

1949 Sugarland Drive, Ste 126 
Sheridan, WY 82801 

Phone: 307-683-4202 
Fax: 1-866-574-1670 

County Executive Director 

Linda Benzel 

linda.benzel@usda.gov 

Program Technician 

Justine Scheeler 

justine.scheeler@usda.gov 

Program Technician 

Joy Koonin  

joy.koonin@usda.gov 

Program Technician, Temp 

Shyan Davidson 

shyan.davidson@usda.gov 

County Committee Members: 

John Buyok, Chairman 

Gerry Miller, Vice Chairman 

Ray Daly, Regular Member 

Joni Harlan, Regular Member 

Trevor Lutterman, Regular Member 

Farm Loan Manager: 

Rob Weppner 

307-682-8843 ext. 2 
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