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e From Lisa's Desk:

o FSA Offers Drought Assistance for Livestock Producers Through Emergency Assistance
for Livestock, Honey Bees and Farm-raised Fish Program (ELAP)

o Disaster Assistance Available for Livestock Losses

From Lisa's Desk:
Hello Washakie and Hot Springs County Producers:

This is a special bulletin to discuss the Emergency Livestock Program, specifically
additional feed purchased and snow removal to get that feed to livestock. A notice of /)
loss must be filed within 30 days of you realizing that you are having to buy more feed. l

To qualify for snow removal, you have to prove you had to buy additional feed and
again, have to complete a notice of loss. See the article below and/or contact the
office for more information.

Regarding livestock losses, there is the Livestock Indemnity Program. Again, a notice of loss must be filed
within 30 days of you realizing the livestock is dead. This program requires a lot of documentation for an
approved application. Please read the article below and call the office with any questions.

FSA has released two new programs. They are the Emergency Relief Program Phase Two (ERP 2) and the
Pandemic Assistance Revenue Program (PARP). These are loss of revenue-based programs. | encourage
everyone to visit the fsa.usda.gov website, then search for the Emergency Relief Program to find the ERP2
information and check it out to see if you might qualify for payments.

Additionally, visit farmers.gov to find the Pandemic Assistance Revenue Program website to see if you might
qualify for potential payments for that program.

You are always welcome to call the Washakie-Hot Springs County office if you have questions or need
assistance with an application. The phone number is 307-347-2456 ext. 2.

Best wishes and stay warm,

Lisa Bower

County Executive Director

FSA Offers Drought Assistance for Livestock Producers
Through Emergency Assistance for Livestock, Honey Bees
and Farm-raised Fish Program (ELAP)

If you've suffered above normal expenses for hauling feed or water to livestock or
hauling livestock to forage/grazing acres due to the impacts of drought, you may be
| eligible for financial assistance through the Emergency Assistance for Livestock,
Honey Bees, and Farm-Raised Fish Program (ELAP).
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For eligible producers in qualifying counties, ELAP provides financial assistance for:

e the transportation of water to livestock;
e the above normal cost of mileage for transporting feed to livestock,
e the above normal cost of transporting livestock to forage/grazing acres.*
*Hauling livestock one-way, one haul per animal reimbursement and no payment for “empty miles.”

Eligible livestock include cattle, buffalo, goats and sheep, among others, that are maintained for commercial
use and located in a county where the qualifying drought conditions occur. A county must have had D2
severe drought intensity on the U.S. Drought Monitor for eight consecutive weeks during the normal grazing
period, or D3 or D4 drought intensity at any time during the normal grazing period. Producers must have risk
in both eligible livestock and eligible grazing land in an eligible county to qualify for ELAP assistance.

WATER TRANSPORTATION

For ELAP water transportation assistance, a producer must be transporting water to eligible livestock on
eligible grazing land where the producer had adequate livestock watering systems or facilities in place before
the drought occurred and where they do not normally require the transportation of water. Payments are for
costs associated with personal labor, equipment, hired labor, equipment, and/or contracted water
transportation fees. Cost of the water itself is not covered. The ELAP payment formula uses a national
average price per gallon.

ABOVE NORMAL COSTS OF TRANSPORTING FEED

ELAP provides financial assistance to livestock producers who incur above normal expenses for transporting
feed to livestock during drought. The payment formula excludes the first 25 miles and any mileage over 1,000
miles. The reimbursement rate is 60% of the costs above what would normally have been incurred during the
same time period in a normal (non-drought) year. ABOVE NORMAL COSTS OF TRANSPORTING
LIVESTOCK TO FORAGE/GRAZING ACRES

ELAP provides financial assistance to livestock producers who are hauling livestock to a new location for feed
resources due to insufficient feed and/or grazing in drought-impacted areas. Assistance for Livestock
transportation is retroactive to 2021 and available for 2022 and subsequent years. Please contact your
county FSA office for additional details.

For calendar year 2022 forward, producers must submit a notice of loss to your local FSA office within 30
calendar days of when the loss is apparent; producers should contact their county FSA office as soon as the
loss of water resources or feed resources are known. For ELAP eligibility, documentation of expenses is
critical. Producers should maintain records and receipts associated with the costs of transporting water to
eligible livestock, the costs of transporting feed to eligible livestock, and the costs of transporting eligible
livestock to forage/grazing acres.

ELAP also offers assistance to producers impacted by wildfire. Contact your county FSA office for more
information on ELAP resources for wildfire losses. In addition, beekeepers also can benefit from ELAP
provisions and should contact their county FSA office within 15 calendar days of when a loss occurs or from
when the loss is apparent. For more information regarding ELAP, contact your Washakie-Hot Springs County
USDA Service Center at 307-347-2456 ext. 2 or visit fsa.usda.gov/disaster.

Disaster Assistance Available for Livestock Losses

The Livestock Indemnity Program (LIP) provides assistance to you for livestock
deaths in excess of normal mortality caused by adverse weather, disease and
attacks by animals reintroduced into the wild by the federal government or
protected by federal law.
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For disease losses, FSA county committees can accept veterinarian certifications that livestock deaths were
directly related to adverse weather and unpreventable through good animal husbandry and management.

For 2022 livestock losses, you must file a notice within 30 calendar days of when the loss is first apparent.
You then must provide the following supporting documentation to your local FSA office no later than 60
calendar days after the end of the calendar year in which the eligible loss condition occurred.

e Proof of death documentation
e Copy of grower’s contracts
e Proof of normal mortality documentation

USDA has established normal mortality rates for each type and weight range of eligible livestock, i.e., Adult
Beef Cow = 2.0% and Non-Adult Beef Cattle (less than 250 pounds) = 4.3%. These established percentages
reflect losses that are considered expected or typical under “normal” conditions.

In addition to filing a notice of loss, you must also submit an application for payment by March 1, 2023.

For more information, contact the Washakie-Hot Springs County USDA Service Center at 307-347-2456 ext.
2 or visit fsa.usda.gov.
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