
 

Message From Washakie-Hot Springs County FSA 

This newsletter is jam packed with program information and it would be very beneficial to 
check them all out.  There is something interesting for any type of producer.   

Please remember that the deadline for spring acreage reporting is July 15, 2023, but don’t 
hesitate to stop by and report as soon as you have completed planting to avoid the last day 
rush. 

As always we are here to serve your agricultural signup needs.  Stop by or call us for further 
information on any of the programs,  hope to see or hear from all of you soon. 

Best wishes, 

Lisa Bower, CED 

June 2023 
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FSA Offers Joint Financing Option on Direct Farm Ownership Loans 

The USDA Farm Service Agency’s (FSA) Direct Farm Ownership loans can help farmers and 
ranchers become owner-operators of family farms, improve and expand current operations, 
increase agricultural productivity, and assist with land tenure to save farmland for future gen-
erations.  

There are three types of Direct Farm Ownership Loans: regular, down payment and joint fi-
nancing. FSA also offers a Direct Farm Ownership Microloan option for smaller financial needs 
up to $50,000.  

Joint financing allows FSA to provide more farmers and ranchers with access to capital. FSA 
lends up to 50 percent of the total amount financed. A commercial lender, a State program or 
the seller of the property being purchased, provides the balance of loan funds, with or with-
out an FSA guarantee. The maximum loan amount for a joint financing loan is $600,000, and 
the repayment period for the loan is up to 40 years. 

The operation must be an eligible farm enterprise. Farm Ownership loan funds cannot be 
used to finance nonfarm enterprises and all applicants must be able to meet general eligibility 
requirements. Loan applicants are also required to have participated in the business opera-
tions of a farm or ranch for at least three years out of the 10 years prior to the date the appli-
cation is submitted. The applicant must show documentation that their participation in the 
business operation of the farm or ranch was not solely as a laborer.  

For more information about farm loans, contact your Washakie-Hot Springs County USDA 
Service Center at 307-347-2456 ext. 2 or visit fsa.usda.gov. 

Maintaining ARC/PLC Acreage  

If you’re enrolled in the Agriculture Risk Coverage (ARC) or Price 
Loss Coverage (PLC) programs, you must protect all cropland and 
noncropland acres on the farm from wind and water erosion and 
noxious weeds. By signing ARC county or individual contracts and 
PLC contracts, you agree to effectively control noxious weeds on 
the farm according to sound agricultural practices. If you fail to 
take necessary actions to correct a maintenance problem on your 
farm that is enrolled in ARC or PLC, the County Committee may 
elect to terminate your contract for the program year.   

Important Deadlines 

• June 19th - Office closed in observance of Juneteenth 

• July 4th - Office closed in observance of Independence Day 

• July 14th  - ERP Phase 2 and PARP Deadline 

• July 15th - Deadline to report 2022 NAP production 

• July 15th - Spring acreage reporting deadline 

• COC nominations open for LAA 2 - please read article on 
page 3. 

NOTE:  There are reports of drought conditions starting.  Please report 

drought at droughtreporter.unl.edu/submitreport/.  This website 

gives the producer a voice to report drought conditions in their area.   

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2Fprograms-and-services%2Ffarm-loan-programs%2Ffarm-ownership-loans%2Findex&data=05%7C01%7C%7C6744e98d0a904b83afaf08db518efc34%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C6381
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2Fprograms-and-services%2Ffarm-loan-programs%2Fmicroloans%2Findex&data=05%7C01%7C%7C6744e98d0a904b83afaf08db518efc34%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C63819344677966
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2F&data=05%7C01%7C%7C6744e98d0a904b83afaf08db518efc34%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C638193446779669574%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzI
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flnks.gd%2Fl%2FeyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDQsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDA2MjMuMjMzNzcyMTEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwOi8vZHJvdWdodHJlcG9ydGVyLnVubC5lZHUvc3VibW


 USDA Extends Application Deadline for Revenue Loss Programs to July 14   
Nine Partner Organizations to Provide Assistance with ERP Phase Two Applications  

WASHINGTON, May 26, 2023 — The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) is extending the deadline for the Emergency Relief Program 
(ERP) Phase Two and Pandemic Assistance Revenue Program (PARP) to July 14, 2023, to give producers more time to apply for assistance. The 
original deadline was June 2.  
  
Additionally, USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) is partnering with nine organizations to provide educational and technical assistance to agri-
cultural producers and provide assistance in completing an ERP Phase Two application. The extended deadline will give producers more time to 
work with these partner organizations and apply for assistance.   
   
“Farm Service Agency recognizes that there is a learning curve for producers applying for our new revenue-based programs and we want to make 
sure producers have the time they need to apply for assistance,” said FSA Administrator Zach Ducheneaux. “Partnering with these organizations 
through cooperative agreements provides additional educational and technical assistance to producers who may need help with the Emergency 
Relief Program Phase Two application process. The deadline extension gives producers more time to locate and work with these organizations to 
complete their program application.”   
  
Cooperative Agreements for ERP Phase Two Application Assistance   
Through cooperative agreements with FSA, the following organizations are providing free assistance to producers across the United States and 
territories.     
   

Alabama State Association of Cooperatives  
Farmers Legal Action Group, INC.   
Flower Hill Institute  
Intertribal Agriculture Council, Inc,   
North South Institute  
Renewing the Countryside II  
Rural Advancement Foundation International - USA  
Rural Coalition  
Texas Small Farmers and Ranchers CBO 

  
Depending on a producer’s location, these nine partners can provide assistance either by phone or through online meeting software like Zoom or 
Microsoft Teams.    
   
There is never a charge for technical assistance provided by FSA employees or cooperative agreement recipients. These organizations will assist 
producers with completing the application and any follow-up future insurance coverage requirements. Producers who receive ERP payments are 
statutorily required to purchase crop insurance or Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) coverage for the next two available crop 
years. These organizations will not collect producer records, complete or sign the application form, or act on the producer’s behalf in any way 
throughout this process.      
   
Find more information on FSA cooperative agreements and contact information for the nine organizations please visit fsa.usda.gov/programs-and-
services/cooperative-agreements/index.   

PARP Application Assistance 

USDA will host a webinar that focus on completing the PARP application form on June 8, 2023 from 2:00 to 4:00 p.m. eastern with members of 
the National Farm Income Tax Extension Committee. Register here. 

 
Eligibility     
To be eligible for ERP Phase Two, producers must have suffered a decrease in allowable gross revenue in 2020 or 2021 due to necessary expenses 
related to losses of eligible crops from a qualifying natural disaster event. Assistance will be primarily to producers of crops that were not covered 
by Federal Crop Insurance or NAP, since crops covered by Federal Crop Insurance and NAP were included in the assistance under ERP Phase 
One.    
  
To be eligible for PARP, an agricultural producer must have been in the business of farming during at least part of the 2020 calendar year and had 
a 15% or greater decrease in allowable gross revenue for the 2020 calendar year, as compared to a baseline year.   
     
FSA offers an online ERP tool and PARP tool that can help producers determine what is considered allowable gross revenue for each respective 
program.     

Producers should contact their local FSA office to make an appointment to apply for ERP Phase Two and PARP assistance. Producers should also 
keep in mind that July 15 is a major deadline to complete acreage reports for most crops. FSA encourages producers to complete the ERP Phase 
Two application, PARP application and acreage reporting during the same office visit.    
   
More Information      
For more information, view the ERP Phase Two Fact Sheet, PARP Fact Sheet, the ERP Phase Two-PARP Comparison Fact Sheet, ERP Phase 
Two application video tutorial, PARP application video tutorial, myth-buster blog or contact your local USDA Service Center.         

USDA touches the lives of all Americans each day in so many positive ways. In the Biden-Harris administration, USDA is transforming Ameri-
ca’s food system with a greater focus on more resilient local and regional food production, fairer markets for all producers, ensuring access to 
healthy and nutritious food in all communities, building new markets and streams of income for farmers and producers using climate smart food 
and forestry practices, making historic investments in infrastructure and clean energy capabilities in rural America and committing to equity across 
the department by removing systemic barriers and building a workforce more representative of America. To learn more, visit usda.gov.      

  

https://www.alabamastateassociation.coop/?fbclid=IwAR0idJSBhg1ylH9CIUF6-G2pcRBOScGK4uEkeb2Lg3vitb7TCEO6H10JPcs
http://www.flaginc.org/
https://flowerhill.institute/usda-fsa
https://www.indianag.org/technicalassistance
https://www.nsied.org/
https://www.renewingthecountryside.org/
https://www.rafiusa.org/
https://www.ruralco.org/
https://tsfrcbo.org/
https://www.fsa.usda.gov/programs-and-services/cooperative-agreements/index
https://www.fsa.usda.gov/programs-and-services/cooperative-agreements/index
https://www.zoomgov.com/webinar/register/WN_eBiWrnhXQhyveSyz85BzqQ
https://view.officeapps.live.com/op/view.aspx?src=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2FAssets%2FUSDA-FSA-Public%2Fusdafiles%2Femergency-relief-program%2Fdocs%2Ferp_tool_version_4.xlsm&wdOrigin=BROWSELINK
https://view.officeapps.live.com/op/view.aspx?src=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2FAssets%2FUSDA-FSA-Public%2Fusdafiles%2Ffarmers%2Fdocs%2Fpandemic_rev_program_tool_version_1_2_final.xlsm&wdOrigin=BROWSELINK
https://www.fsa.usda.gov/Assets/USDA-FSA-Public/usdafiles/emergency-relief-program/pdfs/fsa_erp_factsheet_23.pdf
https://www.farmers.gov/sites/default/files/documents/farmersgov-parp-factsheet.pdf
https://www.farmers.gov/sites/default/files/documents/farmersgov-parp-comparison-factsheet.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=v3R5llZzKBY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=v3R5llZzKBY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AIYJo7nCwWs
https://www.farmers.gov/blog/myth-busting-fsas-new-revenue-based-disaster-and-pandemic-assistance-programs
https://www.farmers.gov/working-with-us/service-center-locator
http://www.usda.gov/


Nominations Open for the 2023 County Committee Elections  
 The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) Farm Service Agency (FSA) encourages all farmers, ranchers, and 
FSA program participants to take part in the Washakie-Hot Springs County Committee election nomination process.  
 FSA’s county committees are a critical component of the day-to-day operations of FSA and allow grassroots 
input and local administration of federal farm programs.  
 Committees are comprised of locally elected agricultural producers responsible for the fair and equitable admin-
istration of FSA farm programs in their counties. Committee members are accountable to the Secretary of Agriculture. If 
elected, members become part of a local decision making and farm program delivery process. A county committee is 
composed of three to 11 elected members from local administrative areas (LAA). Each member serves a three-year 
term.  
 This year, Washakie County is accepting nominations for LAA #2, which includes everything east of the Big 
Horn River, not including Ten Sleep.   County committees may have an appointed advisor to further represent the local 
interests of underserved farmers and ranchers. Underserved producers are beginning, women and other minority farmers 
and ranchers and landowners and/or operators who have limited resources. All nomination forms for the 2023 election 
must be postmarked or received in the local USDA Service Center by Aug. 1, 2022. For more information on FSA coun-
ty committee elections and appointments, refer to the FSA fact sheet: Eligibility to Vote and Hold Office as a COC 
Member available online at: fsa.usda.gov/elections.  

USDA Reminds Producers to File Crop Acreage Reports 

Agricultural producers who have not yet completed their crop acreage reports after spring planting should make an appoint-
ment with the Washakie-Hot Springs County Farm Service Agency (FSA) before the applicable deadline.  

An acreage report documents a crop grown on a farm or ranch and its intended uses. Filing an accurate and timely acreage 
report for all crops and land uses, including failed acreage and prevented planted acreage, can prevent the loss of benefits. 

How to File a Report 

The following acreage reporting dates are applicable for Hot Springs County and Washakie County: 

• 7/15/23:  Spring Alfalfa Seed, all other crops, Perennial Forage 

• 11/15/23:  Apiculture, Fall-Seeded Small Grains 

• 1/15/24:  Established Stand Alfalfa Seed, Fall Alfalfa Seed       

Service Center staff continue to work with agricultural producers via phone, email, and other digital tools. Because of the pan-
demic, some USDA Service Centers are open to limited visitors. Contact the Washakie-Hot Springs County FSA office to set up 
an in-person or phone appointment. 

To file a crop acreage report, you will need to provide: 

• Crop and crop type or variety. 

• Intended use of the crop. 

• Number of acres of the crop. 

• Map with approximate boundaries for the crop. 

• Planting date(s). 

• Planting pattern, when applicable. 

• Producer shares. 

• Irrigation practice(s). 

• Acreage prevented from planting, when applicable. 

• Other information as required. 

Acreage Reporting Details 

The following exceptions apply to acreage reporting dates: 

• If the crop has not been planted by the acreage reporting date, then the acreage must be reported no later than 15 calen-
dar days after planting is completed.   

• If a producer acquires additional acreage after the acreage reporting date, then the acreage must be reported no later 
than 30 calendar days after purchase or acquiring the lease. Appropriate documentation must be provided to the county 
office. 

Producers should also report crop acreage they intended to plant, but due to natural disaster, were unable to plant. Prevented 
planting acreage must be reported on form CCC-576, Notice of Loss, no later than 15 calendar days after the final planting date 
as established by FSA and USDA’s Risk Management Agency.  Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) policy hold-
ers should note that the acreage reporting date for NAP-covered crops is the earlier of the dates listed above or 15 calendar 
days before grazing or harvesting of the crop begins. 

More Information 

For questions, please contact the Washakie-Hot Springs County FSA office at 307-347-2456 ext. 2. 

http://www.fsa.usda.gov/elections
https://www.farmers.gov/crop-acreage-reports
http://www.farmers.gov/service-locator


USDA Farm Service Agency 

Washakie/Hot Springs County FSA 

208 Shiloh Road 

Worland,  WY 82401 

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination, write: USDA, Office of the Assistant 

Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll

-free Customer Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or  Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users).  

Persons with disabilities who require accommodations to attend or participate should contact  
Lisa Bower at 307-347-2456 extension 2 or Federal Relay Service at 1-800-877-8339. 

Natural Resource Conservation Service 

NRCS is accepting Environmental Quality Incentive Program (EQIP) applications for Upper Hanover 

Canal projects. These applications will be for fiscal year 2024. The Hanover Irrigation District in Washakie 

County, WY used Bureau of Reclamation WaterSMART funds to replace the aging Cottonwood Check and 

Spill structure and install data meters. The structure delivers water from the Boysen Reservoir through the Big 

Horn River to the Hanover Canal which supplies water to over 13,700 acres of farmland and 513 users who 

depend on the water and crops produced for their livelihood The improvements are expected to save 1,165 acre

-feet per year. With NRCS assistance, crop and livestock farmers will be able to improve soil moisture man-

agement, convert dirt ditches to buried pipe, improve irrigation efficiencies, and improve irrigation water man-

agement systems. Water savings by these additional improvements are expected to be significant and will vary 

across the diversity of irrigated crops including sugar beets, corn, small grains, and alfalfa. In addition to the 

water savings and drought resiliency benefits, EQIP funds help improve soil health, protect crop health, and 

reduce sediment, nutrient, and pathogen loads to the Big Horn River, an impaired stream on the 303d list. 

Please reach out to the Worland Field Office with any questions you may have or to obtain an application, 307

-347-2456.  


