
 

Message From Washakie-Hot Springs County FSA 

This newsletter is jam packed with program information and it would be very beneficial to 
check them all out.  There is something interesting for any type of producer.   

As always we are here to serve your agricultural signup needs.  Stop by or call us for further 
information on any of the programs,  hope to see or hear from all of you soon. 

Best wishes, 

Lisa Bower, CED 

October 2023 
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FSA Encourages Farmers and Ranchers to Vote in County Committee Elections  

The 2023 Farm Service Agency County Committee Elections will begin on Nov. 6, 2023, when 
ballots are mailed to eligible voters. The deadline to return ballots to local FSA offices, or to 
be postmarked, is Dec. 4, 2023. 

County committee members are an important component of the operations of FSA and pro-
vide a link between the agricultural community and USDA. Farmers and ranchers elected to 
county committees help deliver FSA programs at the local level, applying their knowledge and 
judgment to make decisions on commodity price support programs; conservation programs; 
incentive, indemnity and disaster programs for some commodities; emergency programs and 
eligibility. FSA committees operate within official regulations designed to carry out federal 
laws. 

To be an eligible voter, farmers and ranchers must: 

• Be of legal voting age or, if not of legal voting age, supervise and conduct the          farm-
ing operation of an entire farm. 

• Have an interest in a farm or ranch as either: 

• An individual who meets one or more of the following: 

• Is eligible and capable to vote in one’s own right. 

• Is a partner of a general partnership. 

• Is a member of a joint venture. 

Participates or cooperates in any FSA program that is provided by law. A cooperating produc-
er is someone who has provided information to FSA about their farming or ranching opera-
tion(s) but may not have applied or received program benefits. 

Eligible voters in Local Administrative Area 2, who do not receive a ballot can obtain one from 
their local FSA county office. Customers can identify which LAA they or their farming opera-
tion is in by using our new GIS locator tool available at fsa.usda.gov/elections.   

Newly elected committee members will take office Jan. 1, 2024. 

The candidates in this year’s election are: 

Nick Geis is nominated in LAA 2, Washakie County, to serve as a committee member for a 3-
year term. Geis resides in Worland and has produced beets, barley, hay, corn, runs a feedlot 
and beef cows for 41 years.  

He is an active member of Wyoming Sugar Company and serves as a shareholder. 

More information on county committees can be found at fsa.usda.gov/elections or by con-
tacting the Washakie-Hot Springs County FSA office. 

Important Dates  

11/10/23:  Veteran’s Day 

11/23/23:  Thanksgiving 

12/1/2023:  Last day to purchase 

NAP coverage for grass forage or 

grazing loss. 

12/14/23:  Ballots will be counted 

for LAA #2 in Washakie County. 

12/25/23:  Christmas 

http://www.fsa.usda.gov/elections
file:///C:/Documents%20and%20Settings/tanya.brown/Local%20Settings/Temporary%20Internet%20Files/Content.Outlook/T63VZ9ZB/www.fsa.usda.gov/elections


 USDA to Begin Issuing $1.75 Billion to Agricultural Producers Through Critical Emergency Relief Programs 

USDA announced that it will issue more than $1.75 billion in emergency relief payments to eligible farmers and livestock produc-
ers. These much-needed payments are helping farming and ranching operations recover following natural disasters in 2020, 2021 
and 2022.  

Emergency Livestock Relief Program  

FSA issued more than $581 million in 2021 and 2022 drought and wildfire emergency relief to eligible ranchers.   

FSA is closing out the Emergency Livestock Relief Program (ELRP) for losses suffered in 2021. ELRP Phase Two payments are esti-
mated at $115.7 million. Ranchers who lost grazing acres due to drought and wildfire and received assistance through ELRP Phase 
One will soon receive an additional payment through ELRP Phase Two. This second payment will be equal to 20% of the 2021 
gross ELRP Phase One payment. ELRP Phase Two payments to producers will be automatic with no application required. In April 
2022, FSA staff processed more than 100,000 payments through ELRP Phase One and paid eligible ranchers more than $600 mil-
lion for 2021 grazing losses.  

In 2022, ranchers continued to experience significant loss of grazing acres due to drought and wildfire. To help mitigate these loss-
es, eligible ranchers will receive ELRP disaster assistance payments for increases in supplemental feed costs. To expedite pay-
ments, determine producer eligibility and calculate the ELRP 2022 payment, FSA is using livestock inventories and drought-
affected forage acreage or restricted animal units and grazing days due to wildfire already reported to FSA by ranchers when they 
submitted their Livestock Forage Disaster Program applications.  ELRP payments for 2022 losses are estimated at $465.4 million 
and will be automatic with no application required.   

Emergency Relief Program Phase Two  

FSA is closing out Phase Two of the Emergency Relief Program (ERP) through the delivery of more than $1.17 billion in crop disas-
ter assistance payments to producers of eligible crops who suffered losses, measured through decreases in revenue, due to quali-
fying natural disaster events that occurred in calendar years 2020 and 2021. ERP Phase Two was intended primarily for producers 
of crops that were not covered by federal crop insurance or FSA’s Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Pro-
gram (NAP).  Previously, through ERP Phase one, FSA staff processed more than 300,000 applications and paid an estimated 
217,000 eligible producers more than $7.4 billion.  

 More Information 

These programs represent a few of FSA’s extensive commodity, conservation, credit, disaster recovery and safety-net programs. 
By the close of the fiscal year on Sept. 30, for all farm and farm loan programs — including vital access to capital for distressed 
borrowers — USDA, through the delivery of FSA programs, will have invested more than $19 billion in America’s agricultural pro-
ducers with more economic support on the way in fiscal year 2024.    

For more information on available FSA programs, contact your local USDA Service Center.    

 

Ask the Expert: A Q&A on Farm Storage Facility Loans 

In this Ask the Expert, Toni Williams answers questions about how Farm Storage Facility Loans (FSFLs) provide low-interest financ-
ing to help producers build or upgrade commodity storage facilities. Toni is the Agricultural Program Manager for FSFLs at the 
Farm Service Agency (FSA). 
Toni has worked for FSA for more than 32 years and is responsible for providing national policy and guidance for Farm 
Storage Facility Loans. 

What are Farm Storage Facility Loans? 

Farm Storage Facility Loans provide low-interest financing for eligible producers to build or upgrade facilities to store commodi-
ties. 

The FSFL program was created in May 2000 to address an existing grain shortage. Historically, FSFLs benefitted grain farmers, but 
a change in the 2008 Farm Bill extended the program to fruit and vegetable producers for cold storage. An additional change ex-
tended the program to washing and packing sheds, where fresh produce is washed, sorted, graded, labeled, boxed up, and stored 
before it heads to market. Since May 2000, FSA has made more than 40,000 loans for on-farm storage. 

Eligible facility types include grain bins, hay barns, bulk tanks, and facilities for cold storage. Drying and handling and storage 
equipment including storage and handling trucks are also eligible. Eligible facilities and equipment may be new or used, perma-
nently affixed or portable. 

To read the full blog visit farmers.gov/blog/ask-the-expert-qa-on-farm-storage-facility-loans-with-toni-williams. 
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USDA To Provide Additional Financial Assistance to Qualifying Guaranteed Farm Loan Borrowers Facing Financial Risk  

The USDA announced it will begin providing additional, automatic financial assistance for qualifying guaranteed Farm Loan Programs (FLP) bor-
rowers who are facing financial risk. The announcement is part of the $3.1 billion to help certain distressed farm loan borrowers that was provided 
through Section 22006 of the Inflation Reduction Act. 

Since the Inflation Reduction Act was signed into law by President Biden in August 2022, USDA has provided approximately $1.15 billion in 
assistance to more than 20,000 distressed borrowers as a part of an ongoing effort to keep borrowers farming, remove obstacles that currently pre-
vent many borrowers from returning to their land, and improve the way that USDA approaches borrowing and loan servicing in the long-term. The 
financial assistance announced today will provide qualifying distressed guaranteed loan borrowers with financial assistance similar to what was 
already provided to distressed direct loan borrowers. Based on current analysis, the financial assistance announced today will assist an estimated 
approximately 3,500 eligible borrowers, subject to change as payments are finalized.    
 
An FLP guaranteed loan borrower is distressed if they qualify under one of the options below. FLP guaranteed borrowers who qualify under multi-
ple options will receive a payment based on the option that provides the greatest payment amount: 

Payment of any outstanding delinquency on all qualifying FLP guaranteed loans as of Oct. 18, 2022. This includes any guaranteed loan borrowers 
who did not receive an automatic payment in 2022 on that loan because they were not yet 60 days delinquent as of Sept. 30, 2022, as well as guar-
anteed borrowers that became delinquent on a qualifying FLP guaranteed loan between September 30, 2022, and Oct.18, 2022.   

Payment on a qualifying FLP guaranteed loan for which a guaranteed loan borrower received a loan restructure, which modified the guaranteed 
loan maturity date, between March 1, 2020, and Aug. 11, 2023. The payment amount will be the lesser of the post-restructure annual installment or 
the amount required to pay the loan in full. The guaranteed loan must not have been paid in full prior to Aug. 11, 2023. 

Payments on certain deferred amounts on qualifying FLP guaranteed loans, not to exceed $100,000, for guaranteed borrowers who received a de-
ferral or another type of payment extension, for at least 45 days, between March 1, 2020, and Sept. 30, 2022, from their guaranteed lender on that 
qualifying guaranteed loan in response to COVID-19, disasters, or other revenue shortfalls. The Inflation Reduction Act payment amount will be 
the lesser of the most recent deferral or extension amount on the qualifying FLP guaranteed loan, or the amount required to pay that loan in full. 
The guaranteed loan must not have been paid in full prior to Aug. 11, 2023. 

This assistance is only available for FLP guaranteed loan borrowers who did not or will not receive an initial payment on the same FLP guaranteed 
loan under Inflation Reduction Act assistance announced in October 2022. 
  
Distressed guaranteed borrowers qualifying for this assistance will receive a United States Department of the Treasury check that is jointly payable 
to the borrower and the lender. These borrowers will also receive a letter from FSA informing them of Inflation Reduction Act assistance they will 
receive as well as instructions to make an appointment with their lender to process the payment and apply it to their qualifying guaranteed loan 
accounts. Guaranteed lenders will receive an email in the coming days informing them of this assistance and any next steps. Lenders will also re-
ceive letters informing them which borrowers will receive assistance and the amount of assistance they will receive.  
  
Any distressed guaranteed borrowers who qualify for these forms of assistance and are currently in bankruptcy will be addressed using the same 
case-by-case review process announced in October 2022 for complex cases.  
  
FSA will also provide relief to qualifying FLP guaranteed loan borrowers determined to be distressed borrowers based on liability for remaining 
federal debt subject to debt collection and garnishment after the liquidation of their guaranteed loan account as of July 31, 2023. This will allow 
some borrowers to potentially return to farming. Guaranteed borrowers who qualify for this assistance will have their federal debt paid automatical-
ly by FSA and will receive a letter informing them of the payment made on their federal debt.  
  
All letters to qualifying guaranteed loan borrowers will contain instructions for opting out of assistance if a borrower chooses to do so.  

Important Tax Information   
Similar to other USDA Inflation Reduction Act assistance, payments provided to borrowers and payments to be applied to FSA farm loan accounts 
will be reported to the Internal Revenue Service (IRS). Borrowers receiving this assistance will receive a 1099 form from FSA. Please note that 
payments over $600 are subject to Federal and State Income Taxes and will be reflected on your annual 1099 form. Borrowers are encouraged to 
consult a tax professional with all tax-related questions regarding any Inflation Reduction Act assistance received. USDA also has tax-related re-
sources at farmers.gov/taxes.  
 

Individual Requests for Farmers Seeking Assistance  

In addition to the automatic payments announced today for distressed guaranteed loan borrowers, FSA continues to accept and review individual 
distressed borrower assistance requests from direct loan borrowers who missed a recent installment or are unable to make their next scheduled 
installment on a qualifying direct FLP loan. All FSA direct borrowers should have received a letter detailing the eligibility criteria and process for 
seeking this type of assistance, which is available even before they become delinquent. As the letter details, borrowers who are within two months 
of their next installment may seek a cash flow analysis from FSA using a recent balance sheet and operating plan to determine their eligibility.  

FSA direct borrowers also received a letter detailing an opportunity to receive assistance if they took certain extraordinary measures to avoid delin-
quency on their qualifying direct FLP loans, such as taking on or refinancing more debt, selling property, or cashing out retirement or college sav-
ings accounts.   

 Borrowers can submit requests for extraordinary measures or cash flow-based assistance in person at their local FSA office or by sending in a 
direct request using the farmers.gov 22006 assistance request portals at farmers.gov/loans/inflation-reduction-investments/assistance. All requests 
for assistance must be received by Dec. 31, 2023.  

 
 

https://www.farmers.gov/sites/default/files/documents/farmersgov-letter-to-financially-distressed-borrowers.pdf
https://www.farmers.gov/sites/default/files/documents/farmersgov-letter-extraordinary-measures.pdf


USDA Farm Service Agency 

Washakie/Hot Springs County FSA 

208 Shiloh Road 

Worland,  WY 82401 

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination, write: USDA, Office of the Assistant 

Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll

-free Customer Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or  Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users).  

Persons with disabilities who require accommodations to attend or participate should contact  
Lisa Bower at 307-347-2456 extension 2 or Federal Relay Service at 1-800-877-8339. 

USDA Reminds Producers of Spring/Fall Application Deadlines for Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program 
(NAP) 

USDA Washakie-Hot Springs County Farm Service Agency (FSA) reminds producers of approaching application deadlines for pur-
chasing risk coverage for some crops through the Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP). NAP provides financial assis-
tance to producers of non-insurable crops impacted by natural disasters that result in lower yields, crop losses, or prevented crop 
planting. 

NAP covers losses from natural disasters on crops for which no permanent federal crop insurance program is available, including 
forage and grazing crops, fruits, vegetables, floriculture, ornamental nursery, aquaculture, turf grass and more.  

Upcoming application deadlines for NAP coverage in Washakie or Hot Springs County for the 2024 production season include: 

 Crop: 12/1/2023 for Native Grazing  

 Crop:  12/1/2023 for Grass Forage 

NAP basic coverage is available at 55% of the average market price for crop losses that exceed 50% of expected production. Buy-up 
coverage is available in some cases. NAP offers higher levels of coverage, ranging from 50% to 65% of expected production in 5% 
increments, at 100% of the average market price. Producers of organic crops and crops marketed directly to consumers also may 
exercise the “buy-up” option to obtain NAP coverage of 100% of the average market price at coverage levels ranging between 50% 
and 65% of expected production. Buy-up coverage is not available for crops intended for grazing. 

For all coverage levels, the NAP service fee is the lesser of $325 per crop or $825 per producer per county, not to exceed a total of 
$1,950 for a producer with farming interests in multiple counties. Premiums apply for buy-up coverage. 

If a producer has a Socially Disadvantaged, Limited Resource, Beginning and Veteran Farmer or Rancher Certification (form CCC-
860) on file with FSA, it may serve as an application for basic coverage for all eligible crops beginning with crop year 2022. These 
producers will have all NAP-related service fees for basic coverage waived.  These producers may also receive a 50% premium re-
duction if higher levels of coverage are elected on form CCC-471, prior to the application closing date for each crop.  

To learn more about NAP visit fsa.usda.gov/nap or contact your local USDA Service Center at 307-347-2456.  

 

http://www.fsa.usda.gov/nap

