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CED Message 
Monday, July 17th is the DEADLINE for the 2023 Spring Crop Acreage 
Reporting.  If you miss this deadline, you run the risk of paying late filing fees and 
possibly not being eligible for other programs.  FSA uses the FSA-578 Producer Print, 
which is your report of all the acres you own and/or lease, to maintain your eligibility 
for FSA and NRCS programs alike. 

July 22-30 the 4-H and FFA kids will get the opportunity to show their animals and 
skills at the 2023 Weston County Fair here in Newcastle.  Good Luck to all of you!  

IMPORTANT DATES 
July 14th  – DEADLINE to sign up for 2022 LFP 
July 17th – DEADLINE for Spring Crop Acreage Reporting 
August 1st – LAA 1 COC Nominations Due 
September 4th – Office CLOSED for Labor Day 

If you have any questions about programs, or anything really, please contact our office Monday through 
Friday between 8am and 4:30pm. 

Very Sincerely, 
Staci L. Green-Steiner, Acting CED 

 

USDA Announces Corrections to Emergency Relief 
Program Policy to More Accurately Reflect 2020 and 2021 
Natural Disaster Impacts on Crops Intended for On-Farm 
Use 
USDA updated the Emergency Relief Program (ERP) Phase Two to provide a method 
for valuing losses and accessing program benefits to eligible producers of certain 
crops, including grapes grown and used by the same producer for wine production or 
forage that is grown, stored and fed to livestock, that do not generate revenue directly 
from the sale of the crop. These updates ensure that ERP benefits are more reflective 
of these producers’ actual crop losses resulting from 2020 and 2021 natural disaster 
events. USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) will begin accepting ERP Phase Two 
applications from eligible wine grape and forage producers once this technical 
correction to ERP is published in the Federal Register and becomes effective, which it 
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anticipates will be on Friday, June 16, 2023. The deadline to submit applications for ERP Phase Two is 
July 14. 

Background 

In January 2023, FSA announced ERP Phase Two, designed to wrap-up and fill remaining gaps in previous 
natural disaster assistance for 2020 and 2021.   

To be eligible for ERP Phase Two, producers must have suffered a decrease in allowable gross revenue in 
2020 or 2021 due to necessary expenses related to losses of eligible crops from a qualifying natural disaster 
event. Assistance is primarily for producers of crops that were not covered by Federal Crop Insurance or the 
Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program since crops covered by Federal Crop Insurance and NAP 
were included in the assistance under ERP Phase One administered in 2022.   

Determining Crop Value 

Producers of certain crops now have a method for including crop value in their allowable gross revenue for 
the purpose of determining ERP Phase 2 benefits.  

The value of the eligible crop intended for on-farm use will be based on the producer’s actual production of 
the crop and a price for the crop as determined by FSA’s Deputy Administrator for Farm Programs based on 
the best available data for each crop such as published crop price data or the average price obtained by other 
producers in the area. Acceptable, published sources including but are not limited to Federal Crop Insurance 
Corporation established prices, FSA established National Crop Table prices and National Agricultural Statistic 
Service prices. 

Revenue and pricing guidelines for expected revenue for wine grapes and on-farm forage is available online 
for producer reference and convenience when applying for ERP Phase Two. 

Wine grape and forage producers who have already submitted their ERP Phase Two applications to FSA 
have the option of revising the application and updating their allowable gross revenue to include crop value if 
applicable. 

Producers of crops grown for on-farm use other than wine grapes and forage may request consideration to 
use a crop’s value in their allowable gross revenue. Submit requests to 
RA.FSA.DCWA2.ppb@wdc.usda.gov.  FSA’s Deputy Administrator for Farm Programs will review submitted 
requests. 

Additional Technical Corrections – Conservation Programs 

In addition to emergency relief policy updates, FSA has also established policy corrections for the Emergency 
Conservation Program (ECP) and the Emergency Forest Restoration Program (EFRP). The policy correction 
clarifies that federal payments received for the same practice will be considered duplicative assistance for 
producers who receive ECP and EFRP program payments. The revised program provisions are related to 
program updates FSA announced in January that give more farmers, ranchers, and tribes the opportunity to 
apply for and access programs that support recovery following natural disasters (see January 10, 2023 news 
release for more information).  

ECP and EFRP provide financial and technical assistance to restore conservation practices like fencing, 
damaged farmland or forests following natural disasters. 

More Information   

FSA offers an online ERP tool to help producers determine what is considered allowable gross revenue.. 
   Producers should contact their local FSA office to make an appointment to apply for ERP Phase Two. 
Producers should also keep in mind that July 15 is a major deadline to complete acreage reports for most 
crops. FSA encourages producers to complete the ERP Phase Two application and acreage report during the 
same office visit.  Applications for the Pandemic Assistance Revenue Program, a revenue-based program for 
losses resulting from the pandemic, can also be completed.      For more information, view the ERP Phase 
Two Fact Sheet, PARP Fact Sheet, the ERP Phase Two-PARP Comparison Fact Sheet, ERP Phase Two 
application video tutorial, PARP application video tutorial, myth-buster blog or contact your local USDA 
Service Center.      
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Applying for Farm Storage Facility Loans 
The Farm Service Agency’s (FSA) Farm Storage Facility Loan (FSFL) program 
provides low-interest financing to help you build or upgrade storage facilities 
and to purchase portable (new or used) structures, equipment and storage and 
handling trucks. 

Eligible commodities include corn, grain sorghum, rice, soybeans, oats, 
peanuts, wheat, barley, minor oilseeds harvested as whole grain, pulse crops 
(lentils, chickpeas and dry peas), hay, honey, renewable biomass, fruits, nuts and vegetables for cold storage 
facilities, floriculture, hops, maple sap, rye, milk, cheese, butter, yogurt, meat and poultry (unprocessed), 
eggs, and aquaculture (excluding systems that maintain live animals through uptake and discharge of water). 
Qualified facilities include grain bins, hay barns and cold storage facilities for eligible commodities.   

Loans up to $50,000 can be secured by a promissory note/security agreement, loans between $50,000 and 
$100,000 may require additional security, and loans exceeding $100,000 require additional security. 

You do not need to demonstrate the lack of commercial credit availability to apply. The loans are designed to 
assist a diverse range of farming operations, including small and mid-sized businesses, new farmers, 
operations supplying local food and farmers markets, non-traditional farm products, and underserved 
producers. 

For more information, contact your Weston County USDA Service Center at (307) 746-2701 ext. 2 or visit 
fsa.usda.gov/pricesupport.  

 

Is the Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program Right 
for You? 
Farmers and ranchers rely on crop insurance to protect themselves from 
disasters and unforeseen events, but not all crops are insurable through the 
USDA’s Risk Management Agency. The Farm Service Agency’s (FSA) 
Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) provides producers 
another option to obtain coverage against disaster for these crops. NAP 
provides financial assistance to producers of non-insurable crops impacted by 
natural disasters that result in lower yields, crop losses, or prevents crop 
planting. 

Commercially produced crops and agricultural commodities for which crop insurance is not available are 
generally eligible for NAP. Eligible crops include those grown specifically for food, fiber, livestock 
consumption, biofuel or biobased products, or value loss crops such as aquaculture, Christmas trees, 
ornamental nursery, and others. Contact your local FSA office to see which crops are eligible in your state 
and county. 

Eligible causes of loss include drought, freeze, hail, excessive moisture, excessive wind or hurricanes, 
earthquake and flood. These events must occur during the NAP policy coverage period, before or during 
harvest, and the disaster must directly affect the eligible crop. For guidance on causes of loss not listed, 
contact your local FSA county office. 

Interested producers apply for NAP coverage using FSA form CCC-471, “Application for Coverage,” and pay 
the applicable service fee at the FSA office where their farm records are maintained. These must be filed by 
the application closing date, which varies by crop. Contact your local FSA office to verify application closing 
dates and ensure coverage for eligible NAP crops. 

At the time of application, each producer acknowledges they have received the NAP Basic Provisions, which 
describes NAP requirements  for coverage. NAP participants must report crop acreage shortly after planting 
and provide verifiable or reliable crop production records when required by FSA. 
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Producers are required to pay service fees which vary depending on the number of crops and number of 
counties your operation is located in. The NAP service fee is the lesser of $325 per crop or $825 per producer 
per administrative county, not to exceed a total of $1,950 for a producer with farming interests in multiple 
counties. Premiums also apply when producers elect higher levels of coverage with a maximum premium of 
$15,750 per person or legal entity. 

A producer’s certification on Form CCC-860 Socially Disadvantaged, Limited Resource, Beginning and 
Veteran Farmer or Rancher Certification may serve as an application for basic NAP coverage for all eligible 
crops beginning with crop year 2022.  These producers will have all NAP-related service fees for basic 
coverage waived, in addition to a 50 percent premium reduction if higher levels of coverage are elected. 

For more detailed information on NAP, download the NAP Fact Sheet. To get started with NAP, we 
recommend you contact your local USDA service center. 

 

Cover Crop Guidelines 
The Farm Service Agency (FSA), Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) and Risk Management 
Agency (RMA) worked together to develop consistent, simple and a flexible policy for cover crop practices. 

Cover crops, such as grasses, legumes and forbs, can be planted: with no subsequent crop planted, before a 
subsequent crop, after prevented planting acreage, after a planted crop, or into a standing crop. 

Termination: 

The cover crop termination guidelines provide the timeline for terminating cover crops, are based on zones 
and apply to non-irrigated cropland. To view the zones and additional guidelines visit 
nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/main/national/landuse/crops/ and click “Cover Crop Termination Guidelines.” 

The cover crop may be terminated by natural causes, such as frost, or intentionally terminated through 
chemical application, crimping, rolling, tillage or cutting. A cover crop managed and terminated according to 
NRCS Cover Crop Termination Guidelines is not considered a crop for crop insurance purposes. 

Reporting: 

The intended use of cover only will be used to report cover crops. This includes crops 

that were terminated by tillage and reported with an intended use code of green manure. An FSA policy 
change will allow cover crops to be hayed and grazed. Program eligibility for the cover crop that is being 
hayed or grazed will be determined by each specific program. 

If the crop reported as cover only is harvested for any use other than forage or grazing and is not terminated 
properly, then that crop will no longer be considered a cover crop. 

Crops reported with an intended use of cover only will not count toward the total cropland on the farm. In 
these situations, a subsequent crop will be reported to account for all cropland on the farm. 

 

 

  

WESTON COUNTY 
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https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.nrcs.usda.gov%2Fwps%2Fportal%2Fnrcs%2Fmain%2Fnational%2Flanduse%2Fcrops%2F%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=05%7C01%7C%7Cccde96d2acb24bfd62b408db7f31b1dd%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C638243623634433241%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C2000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=5xneEQuFTzpyI6I%2FGoaqT0MFt1sQb5BHWOrbybQpY2Q%3D&reserved=0


1225  Washington Blvd 
Newcastle, WY  82701 

Phone: 307-746-2701 
Fax: 855-415-3437 

FARM SERVICE AGENCY                          NRCS 
Staci L. Green-Steiner                                  Paul Eitel 
Acting County Executive Director                 District Conservationist 
Staci.steiner@usda.gov                                paul.eitel@usda.gov 

Sherie Hilgenkamp 
County Executive Director in Training 
Sherie.hilgenkamp@usda.gov   
                                                                     

FSA PROGRAM TECHNICIANS                    NRCS STAFF 
Jennifer Jones                                                 Tanner Jenks, Rangeland Mgmt. Specialist 
Jennifer.jones4@usda.gov                              Tanner.jenks@usda.gov 

Kayla Pederson                                                Austin Sommerville, Forester 
Kayla.pederson@usda.gov                              Austin.sommerville@usda.gov 

  

COC MEMBERS                                              Weston County Natural Resource District 
William Randy Oleson, Chairman                     Caleb Carter 
John Riesland, Vice Chairman                          ccarter.wcnrd@gmail.com 
Harry Tavegia, Member 
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