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o Message from the Office

e Carbon/Albany County Farm Service Agency Announces County Committee Election
Results

¢ USDA Makes Producer-Friendly Change to 2023 Notice of Loss Requirements for Two
Livestock Disaster Assistance Programs

o Attention all Buyers of Agricultural Products

Message from the Office

There were recent changes to our Livestock Indemnity Program (LIP) and Emergency
Livestock Assistance Program (ELAP)- you no longer need to report any losses to sup
eligible events within 30 days of the loss becoming apparent. You can know file a

notice of loss any time after the eligible weather event and up to the application for |MPORT
payment deadlines! However, you will still need to provide date(s) and eligible weather
event(s), along with supporting documentation to those weather events and dates. If you STU
experienced livestock death losses and/or additional feed purchase needs, with or

without snow removal expenses, in 2023, please make sure to contact the office to

complete your notice of loss and application for payment by the applicable deadlines. For more
information on either program, please see the article within this newsletter.

Important Dates:

January 30t": 2023 ELAP Deadline for notice of loss and application for payment January 315t : final LDP
availability date for Wool, Mohair, and Unshorn Pelts.

February 15%: 2023 NAP Buy-Up Premiums Due February 29%:2023 LIP Deadline for notice of loss and
application for payment

March 15t: Deadline to Enroll in 2024 ARC/PLC
July 15t%: 2023 NAP hay production records due
Office Closures:

February 19*: In observance of President’s Day

As you are looking towards more time catching up on paperwork, please consider these reminders:

e Leases and/or land ownership changes including operational changes must be reported within 30
calendar days of the change to avoid late fees, repayment of funds issued and/or ineligibility or
program participation. The deadline to submit changes for 2024 program year is August 1, 2024.

e If your banking information has changed since the last time you received a payment from our office,
please contact us to update your direct deposit information. Account changes are not automatically
reported to us (our system is different than NRCS or Farm Loan) and having the wrong account on file
can hold up payments from getting to producers for additional weeks.

e Producers should have started receiving prefilled applications for the Emergency Relief Program
(ERP) 2022 in the mail. Check out the article below for more information on this program and signups.
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Carbon/Albany County Farm Service Agency Announces
County Committee Election Results

Carbon/Albany County U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) Farm Service

Agency (FSA) announced that County Committee elections are over and the . 'i

ballots have been counted. — ﬁ,{, “’l‘h‘l“" )
",1 -Il;.-lil —_

Darcy Kaisler of Savery was elected to represent Local Administrative Area B e

(LAA) 3.

County committee members are a critical component of the day-to-day operations of FSA. They help deliver
programs at the county level and work to serve the needs of local producers. All recently elected county
committee members will take office in January 2024 and will be joining the existing committee. Every FSA
office is required to have a county committee, and they are made up of local farmers, ranchers and foresters
who are elected by local producers.

Nearly 7,800 FSA county committee members serve FSA offices nationwide. Each committee has 3 to 11
elected members who serve three-year terms of office. Approximately one-third of county committee seats
are up for election each year. County committee members impact the administration of FSA within a
community by applying their knowledge and judgment to help FSA make important decisions on its
commodity support programs, conservation programs, indemnity and disaster programs, emergency
programs and eligibility.

County committee members impact producers through their decision making and help shape the culture of a
local FSA office. They also ensure the fair and equitable administration of FSA farm programs in their
counties and are accountable to the Secretary of Agriculture. Members conduct hearings and reviews as
requested by the state committee, ensure underserved farmers, ranchers and foresters are fairly represented,
make recommendations to the state committee on existing programs, monitor changes in farm programs and
inform farmers of the purpose and provisions of FSA programs. They also assist with outreach and inform
underserved producers such as beginning farmers, ranchers and foresters, about FSA opportunities.

For more information, visit the FSA website at fsa.usda.gov/elections or contact the Carbon/Albany County
FSA office at 307-326-5657.

USDA Makes Producer-Friendly Change to 2023 Notice of
Loss Requirements for Two Livestock Disaster Assistance
Programs

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) has waived certain notice of loss
requirements for 2023 for the Emergency Assistance for Livestock, Honeybees, and
Farm-raised Fish (ELAP) and Livestock Indemnity Program (LIP). In an effort to
streamline assistance to support access to critical 2023 natural disaster recovery
assistance, USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) is waiving the requirement to
submit ELAP or LIP notices of loss within a pre-determined number of days for 2023. E
Instead, producers have the flexibility to submit 2023 notices of loss as soon as
possible, once losses are realized, following a natural disaster event or no later than the established annual
program application for payment deadlines for each program. FSA county committees are also being asked to
re-evaluate 2023 ELAP and LIP late-filed notices of loss to determine if the waiver applies.

Emergency Assistance for Livestock, Honeybees, and Farm-raised Fish

ELAP provides recovery assistance to eligible producers of livestock, honeybee, and farm-raised fish losses
due to an eligible adverse weather or loss condition, including blizzards, disease, water shortages and
wildfires. ELAP covers grazing and feed losses, transportation of water and feed to livestock and hauling
livestock to grazing acres. ELAP also covers certain mortality losses for livestock including honeybees and
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farm-raised fish as well as honeybee hive losses. ELAP is designed to address losses not covered by other
FSA disaster assistance programs.

For 2023, FSA is waiving the regulatory requirement for producers who are eligible for ELAP to file a notice of
loss with FSA within 30 calendar days from when the loss first became apparent for livestock and farm-raised
fish and 15 calendar days for honeybees. Under this waiver, notices of loss are to be completed by the
eligible producer and submitted to FSA no later than the annual program application deadline of January 30
following the program year in which the loss occurred. Therefore, producers who incurred ELAP-eligible
losses in 2023, will need to submit a notice of loss by Jan. 30, 2024.

Livestock Indemnity Program

LIP provides disaster recovery assistance to livestock owners and contract growers who experience livestock
deaths, in excess of normal mortality caused by eligible loss conditions including adverse weather, disease
and attacks by animals reintroduced into the wild by the federal government or protected by federal law,
including wolves and avian predators. LIP also helps livestock owners who must sell livestock at a reduced
price because of an injury from certain loss conditions.

For 2023, FSA is waiving the regulatory requirement for producers who are eligible for LIP to file a notice of
loss within 30 calendar days from when the loss first became apparent. Under this waiver, producers are still
required to complete and submit the notice of loss to FSA no later than the annual program payment
application date, which is 60 calendar days following the program year in which the loss occurred. The LIP
payment application and notice of loss deadline is Feb. 29, 2024, for the 2023 program year.

Supporting Documentation

Accurate records and loss documentation are critical following disaster events and are required when filing
notices of loss with FSA. Acceptable loss documentation includes:

e Documentation of the number, kind, type, and weight range of livestock that have died, supplemented,
if possible, by photographs or video records of ownership and losses.

e Rendering truck receipts by kind, type, and weight - important to document prior to disposal.
e Beginning inventory supported by birth recordings or purchase receipts.

¢ Documentation from Animal Plant Health Inspection Service, Department of Natural Resources, or
other sources to substantiate eligible death losses due to an eligible loss condition.

e Documentation that livestock were removed from grazing pastures due to an eligible adverse weather
or loss condition.

o Costs of transporting livestock feed to eligible livestock, such as receipts for equipment rental fees for
hay lifts and snow removal.

o Feed purchase receipts if feed supplies or grazing pastures are destroyed.
e Number of gallons of water transported to livestock due to water shortages.
More Information

The improvements to ELAP and LIP build on others made since 2021. This includes ELAP benefits for above
normal costs for hauling feed and water to livestock and transporting livestock to other grazing acres during a
qualifying drought. FSA also expanded eligible livestock under ELAP, LIP, and the Livestock Forage Disaster
Assistance Program, and increased the LIP payment rate for beef, beefalo, bison, and dairy animals and

most recently beef calves over 800 pounds. Learn about USDA disaster assistance programs on farmers.gov.

On farmers.gov, the Disaster Assistance Discovery Tool, Disaster-at-a-Glance fact sheet and Loan
Assistance Tool can help producers and landowners determine disaster protection and recovery program or
loan options. For more information about FSA programs, contact your local USDA Service Center.

Attention all Buyers of Agricultural Products
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It is required that buyers of agricultural products check or register with the Secretary
of State's Office to determine if there are liens against the Seller of the product. If a
lien is found you are required to place the lien holders name on the check as well as
that of the Seller. Ag Products include but are not limited to: livestock (including
horses), crops used for feed (hay, silage, oats, etc.), machinery, equipment and all
other crops. Failure to place the lien holder's name on the check may result in
civil legal action being taken against the Buyer of the product. Protect yourself
as a Buyer! You may contact the Secretary of State's Office at 1-307-777-7311.

Y
USDA Service Center

101 Cypress Ave
PO Box 607
Saratoga, WY 82331

Phone: 307-326-5657
Fax: 855-415-3441

Farm Service Agency

Sheryl Hunter, County Executive Director
307-326-5657 x 2
sheryl.hunter@usda.gov

Karsen Lorentz, Program Technician
307-326-5657 x 2
karsen.lorentz@usda.gov

County Committee

Cheryl Munroe, Chair
Darcy Kaisler, Vice-Chair
Mary Ann Boles, Member
Robin Carter, Member
Ryan Wilson, Member

Next Meeting: April 2024

Natural Resource Conservation Service

Mark Shirley, District Conservationist
307-326-5657 x 3
mark.shirley@usda.gov

Chris Bove, District Conservationist
307-745-3698
chris.bove@usda.gov
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