USDA
sl U.S. DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE

Laramie County Service Center Updates - January 2024

Farm Service Agency | Natural Resources Conservation Service | Risk Management Agency

e Laramie County Comments

o« Laramie County Farm Service Agency Announces County Committee Election Results

o Farmers Can Now Enroll for the Agriculture Risk Coverage and Price Loss Coverage
Programs the 2024 Crop Year

o Attention all Buyers of Agricultural Products

e Making Your Land More Resilient to Drought
Laramie County Comments

Happy January Laramie County Farmers and Ranchers! We hope you had a
wonderful holiday season!
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This month will bring to a close the Livestock Forage Disaster Program (LFP)
and the Emergency Assistance for Livestock, Honeybees, and Farm-Raised - '
Fish Programs (ELAP). If you are interested in either of these programs; please call the office soon. Deadllne
to submit applications and all supporting materials is January 30th.

This month also brings a close to the Loan Deficiency Payment (LDP) or Marketing Assistance Loans (MAL)
for wool and unshorn pelts for 2023. If you are interested in these programs; the deadline to submit your
application and all supporting materials is January 31st.

Lastly for January, the deadline to apply for the Food Safety Certification for Specialty Crops program
(FSCSCQC), is also January 31st. Please see farmers.gov/food-safety for additional program details, eligibility
information and forms needed to apply.

Looking forward; the Agricultural Risk Coverage and Price Loss Coverage (ARC/PLC) programs have been
extended for a year. The deadline to elect your program is March 15th. Please give us a call to make an
appointment to sign up!

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) is hosting a virtual workshop on January 17th for producers to
learn about new and expanded livestock risk management products. The “Livestock Roadshow,” hosted by
USDA'’s Risk Management Agency (RMA), will highlight policy improvements based on feedback from
America’s livestock producers, part of the agency’s broader outreach and education efforts. Learn more, get
login information and add to your calendar.

-Laramie County FSA

The office will be closed on January 15th in observance of the birthday of Martin Luther King Jr. Holiday.
-Laramie County FSA & NRCS

Laramie County Farm Service Agency Announces County
Committee Election Results

Laramie County U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) Farm Service Agency (FSA) announced that County
Committee elections are over and the ballots have been counted.
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T.J. Hollingsworth of Cheyenne was elected to represent Local Administrative Area (LAA) 3.

County committee members are a critical component of the day-to-day operations of FSA. They help deliver
programs at the county level and work to serve the needs of local producers. All recently elected county
committee members will take office in January 2024 and will be joining the existing committee. Every FSA
office is required to have a county committee, and they are made up of local farmers, ranchers and foresters
who are elected by local producers.

Nearly 7,800 FSA county committee members serve FSA offices nationwide. Each committee has 3 to 11
elected members who serve three-year terms of office. Approximately one-third of county committee seats
are up for election each year. County committee members impact the administration of FSA within a
community by applying their knowledge and judgment to help FSA make important decisions on its
commodity support programs, conservation programs, indemnity and disaster programs, emergency
programs and eligibility.

County committee members impact producers through their decision making and help shape the culture of a
local FSA office. They also ensure the fair and equitable administration of FSA farm programs in their
counties and are accountable to the Secretary of Agriculture. Members conduct hearings and reviews as
requested by the state committee, ensure underserved farmers, ranchers and foresters are fairly represented,
make recommendations to the state committee on existing programs, monitor changes in farm programs and
inform farmers of the purpose and provisions of FSA programs. They also assist with outreach and inform
underserved producers such as beginning farmers, ranchers and foresters, about FSA opportunities.

For more information, visit the FSA website at fsa.usda.gov/elections or contact the Laramie County FSA
office at 307-772-2314 ext. 2.

Farmers Can Now Enroll for the Agriculture Risk Coverage
and Price Loss Coverage Programs the 2024 Crop Year

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) today announced that agricultural producers can now enroll in
the Farm Service Agency’s (FSA) Agriculture Risk Coverage (ARC) and Price Loss Coverage (PLC)
programs for the 2024 crop year. Producers can enroll and make election changes for the 2024 crop year
starting Dec. 18, 2023. The deadline to complete enroliment and any election change is March 15, 2024.

On Nov. 16, 2023, President Biden signed into law H.R. 6363, the Further Continuing Appropriations and
Other Extensions Act, 2024 (Pub. L. 118-22), which extended the Agriculture Improvement Act of 2018 (Pub.
L. 115-334), more commonly known as the 2018 Farm Bill, through September 30, 2024. This

extension allows authorized programs, including ARC and PLC, to continue operating.

2024 Elections and Enrollment

Producers can elect coverage and enroll in ARC-County (ARC-CO) or PLC, which provide crop-by-crop
protection, or ARC-Individual (ARC-IC), which protects the entire farm. Although election changes for 2024
are optional, producers must enroll through a signed contract each year. Also, if a producer has a multi-year
contract on the farm it will continue for 2024 unless an election change is made.

If producers do not submit their election revision by the March 15, 2024, deadline, their election remains the
same as their 2023 election for commodities on the farm. Farm owners cannot enroll in either program unless
they have a share interest in the cropland.

Covered commodities include barley, canola, large and small chickpeas, corn, crambe, flaxseed, grain
sorghum, lentils, mustard seed, oats, peanuts, dry peas, rapeseed, long grain rice, medium grain rice,
safflower seed, seed cotton, sesame, soybeans, sunflower seed and wheat.
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2022 Crop Year Payments

This fall, FSA issued payments totaling more than $267 million to agricultural producers who enrolled in the
2022 ARC-CO option and the ARC ARC-IC option for covered commodities that triggered a payment.
Payments through the PLC option did not trigger for the 2022 crop year.

ARC and PLC payments for a given crop year are paid out the following fall to allow actual county yields and
the Market Year Average prices to be finalized. These payments help mitigate fluctuations in either revenue
or prices for certain crops. Payments for crops that may trigger for the 2023 crop year will be issued in the fall
of 2024.

Crop Insurance Considerations

ARC and PLC are part of a broader USDA safety net that also includes crop insurance and marketing
assistance loans.

Producers are reminded that ARC and PLC elections and enrollments can impact eligibility for some crop
insurance products.

Producers on farms with a PLC election can purchase Supplemental Coverage Option (SCO) through their
Approved Insurance Provider; however, producers on farms where ARC is the election are ineligible for SCO
on their planted acres for that crop on that farm.

Unlike SCO, the Enhanced Coverage Option (ECO) is unaffected by an ARC election. Producers may add
ECO regardless of the farm program election.

Upland cotton farmers who choose to enroll seed cotton base acres in ARC or PLC are ineligible for the
stacked income protection plan (STAX) on their planted cotton acres for that farm.

Web-Based Decision Tools

Many universities offer web-based decision tools to help producers make informed, educated decisions using
crop data specific to their respective farming operations. Producers are encouraged to use the tool of their
choice to support their ARC and PLC elections.

More Information

For more information on ARC and PLC, producers can visit the ARC and PLC webpage or contact their

local USDA Service Center. Producers can also make elections and complete enrollment online with level 2
eAuth.

Attention all Buyers of Agricultural Products

It is required that buyers of agricultural products check or register with the Secretary of State's Office to
determine if there are liens against the Seller of the product. If a lien is found you are required to place the
lien holders name on the check as well as that of the Seller. Ag Products include but are not limited to:
livestock (including horses), crops used for feed (hay, silage, oats, etc.), machinery, equipment and all other
crops. Failure to place the lien holder's name on the check may result in civil legal action being taken
against the Buyer of the product. Protect yourself as a Buyer! You may contact the Secretary of State's
Office at 1-307-777-7311.

Making Your Land More Resilient to Drought
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USDA'’s Natural Resources Conservation Service can help you conserve water and build resilience to
drought, through conservation practices that improve irrigation efficiency, boost soil health, and manage
grazing lands.

Irrigation Efficiency

USDA helps you improve your irrigation efficiency to ensure each drop of water is used wisely. Saving water
on your farm can help during drought and can offset rising water costs; reduce expenditures for energy,
chemicals, and labor; and enhance revenues through higher crop yields and improved crop quality. Funded
conservation practices include conversion to more efficient irrigation systems, such as micro-irrigation or
subsurface drip irrigation, installation of irrigation pipeline, irrigation water management, structures for water
control, and flow meters. Tools like drip irrigation, which provides water precisely where and when it's
needed, can achieve greater precision with flow meters and soil moisture sensors.

Soil Health

In addition, soil health conservation practices, such as reduced- or no-till, cover crops, mulching and residue
management can help to make your soil, and the plants you grow or animals you raise, healthier. Healthier
soil can absorb and retain more water for longer periods of time, making your farm or ranch more resilient to
drought. Using soil health practices, you can conserve water by increasing your soil’'s water-holding capacity
and use conservation tillage to keep the ground covered, reducing water loss through transpiration and
evaporation.

And soil health practices increase organic matter, and each pound of organic matter can hold up to 20
pounds of water. Every 1% increase in organic matter results in as much as 25,000 gallons of soil water per
acre. Each 1% increase in organic matter can also provide up to 30 pounds of more available nitrogen per
acre. That means less money and time spent on inputs like water and fertilizer, which make your operation
more profitable.

Rotational/Prescribed Grazing, Water Sources for Livestock

Drought also impacts grazing lands, and NRCS works with you to increase the resilience of your livestock
operation. Ranchers can adapt to dry conditions in two main ways: increasing the availability and suitability of
forage and ensuring that cattle have an adequate and reliable source of water. For forage, rotational or
prescribed grazing (rotating cattle among pastures) can relieve pressure on stressed vegetation and ensure a
more consistent supply of forage for animals. NRCS conservationists can also work with you to plant more
drought-tolerant forage species, plants best suited to local soils and conditions. For reliable sources of water,
NRCS can help you with installing watering facilities, water wells, or water pipeline for livestock. Having
available forage and water for livestock can make a big difference in difficult drought conditions.

USDA and NRCS are here for you, helping you recover from drought and prepare for the next one. For more
information on drought recovery assistance at farmers.gov/protection-recovery/drought#recovery. For more
information on conservation practices to make your operation more resilient to drought in future years, go

to www.nrcs.usda.gov.

Laramie County

USDA Service Center
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11221 US Hwy 30
Cheyenne, WY 82009

Phone: 307-772-2314
Fax: 855-415-3429

Lori Meier
County Executive Director, FSA
307-274-9391

FSA Program Technicians:
Sarah Marquardt

Karla Warren

Hannah Hammack

Farm Loan Manager:

Rob Weppner
307-322-4050

County Commiittee:
Theron Anderson
Dave Bowman

T.J. Hollingsworth
Heidi Romsa

Tyler Therkildsen
District Conservationist, NRCS

307-274-9398

NRCS Soil Conservationists:

Thomas Tjepkes
Tami Jorns

Next County Committee Meeting:

January 18, 2024 @ 9:30
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